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Welcome!

Dear Family and Friends vrw,

We give thanks to Hashem for granting us the simcha of the marriage of our
children, Moshe Yitzchok and Miriam Leah, on the Tenth of Tammuz, 5786.
We thank all of you who have joined us from near and far, and we are grateful

that you have made the effort to share in our simcha.

In honor of the wedding of the Rebbe and Rebbetzin in 1928, the Frierdiker
Rebbe distributed a special teshurah—a memento—to all the participants:

a facsimile of a manuscript letter written by the Alter Rebbe. Following that
tradition, as a token of our appreciation, we present this booklet as a memento

of our simcha.

This volume is a continuation of the two books Clear Vision by the chosson’s

grandfather, Rabbi Asher Zeilingold. It contains:

1. The story and correspondence of Mr. Julius C. C. Edelstein, Rabbi
Zeilingold’s cousin, with the Rebbe and Chabad activists. This section
includes newly discovered material that has come to light since the
publication of the earlier books.

2. Letters in Hebrew sent by Rabbi Avraham Ber Blesofsky to Rabbi
Zeilingold during his time on the Rebbe’s shlichus in France. Included are
English translations of many of the stories and episodes described in this
correspondence.

We would like to thank Rabbis Dovid Zaklikowski and Aaron Kastel, together

with the staft of Hasidic Archives, for their efforts in preparing this memento.

With appreciation to Chezky Lever and the staff of Rebbe Responsa.

Thank you for sharing in our simcha. May the merit of this simchas chosson

v’kallah bring the ultimate simcha with the coming of Moshiach, now.

The Piekarski and Libman Families
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THE REBBE'S WEDDING MEMENTO
O

At the wedding of the Rebbe and Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka in Warsaw in
1928, the bride’s father, the Rebbe Rayatz, distributed a special memento, a copy
presented here, to all the celebrants: a facsimile of a manuscript letter written
by the first Chabad Rebbe, Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi. On top is the Rebbe
Rayatz's explanation of the manuscript.
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The wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Reuvain and Sorah Brenenson.




The Wedding of Moshe Yitzchok and Miriam Leah Pickarski @  Tammuz 10, 5786 @

MAZEL TOV WISHES

O

The Rebbe’s letter sent in honor of the wedding of the kallah's
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Reuvain and Sorah Brenenson.

June 25, 2026
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Rabbi Moshe Hecht with Rabbi Asher Zeilingold.
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The Significance of the
Name Moshe Yitzchok

Excerpts from the Rebbe’s sichah on Parshas Vaeira 5752 (freely translated), following the pass-

ing of Rabbi Moshe Yitzchok Hecht, the chosson’s great-grandfather and namesake.

(O

Our Sages explain that every Jew may be seen as a
‘complete world,” and when we wish to speak of a per-
son who was a devout follower and true Chassid of the
Previous Rebbe, the Nassi of our generation, it is only
proper that we draw a lesson from his life for all Jews,

for “The living must take to heart.”

The Rebbe my father-in-law appointed Rabbi
Moshe Yitzchok Hecht to be his emissary and in that
role he merited to establish institutions of Torah and
Yiddishkeit. Till his last day he continued his involve-
ment in this mission of spreading Yiddishkeit; he
passed away on Erev Shabbos Mevorchim Shevat. It is
of course on the 10th of Shevat that we commemorate
the yahrzeit of his mentor, the Rebbe my father-in-law,
who charted his destiny. Since we, too, are beholder to
carry out the mission of the Rebbe my father-in-law; it
behooves us to learn from the life of this special indi-

vidual.

His name, Moshe Yitzchok, clearly signified his ut-
ter devotion to the Rebbe my father-in-law who was
the “Moshe” of our generation, representing the “dif-
fusion of Moshe in every generation.” Yitzchok was
also the second name of the Rebbe my father-in-law,

denoting joy and mirth and alluding to the ultimate

II

joy of the redemption through our righteous Mashi-
ach. For then “Our mouths will be filled with laughter,
when we will turn to Yitzchok and say, “You are our

father” [See Shabbos 89b].

How did his names — and his inner nature — in-

fluence his role as emissary of the Rebbe?

Moshe lived 120 years which represented the full
potential life of man, as the Torah states: “His life shall
be 120 years.” (Bereishis 6:3) This also signifies that
he [Moshe] accomplished and completed his entire

mission on earth.

Yitzchok lived 180 years, longer than the other
patriarchs, which represented the concept of extra
longevity. When we combine these two aspects in one
person we realize the potential for an increase, even in
the “full potential,” through “greater longevity” More-
over the increase can be exercised in a manner of es-

sential and basic accomplishment.

Some people work hard for many years and merit
to see the fruits of their labors. They then feel entitled
to retire and rest from their untiring efforts through
life. So they anxiously look forward to that time of
deserved retirement. [They even look forward to the

Messianic era as a time of “retirement.”]
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There are others who upon fulfillment of their
life's dreams and attainment of life’s goals, endeav-
or to add a bit more — but it is not with the same
sense of responsibility or duty, rather as an encore
to life’s performance.

The true perfection and fulfillment of life
however, is evident in the person who combined
the two names Moshe and Yitzchok. There the ad-
ditional work done after attainment of life’s goals,
in the extended longevity, was also manifested as a
required duty and obligation. This was the attitude
of the deceased; he was not complacent with his
past accomplishments, but he continued to work
with the same zealousness, joy and motivation
as he had throughout his lifetime — till his last
day, he was not complacent with his past accom-
plishments, but he continued to work with the
same zealousness, joy and motivation as he had
throughout his lifetime — till his last day. [His
correspondence to me of the last few days bore ev-
idence to this phenomenon.]

There is an additional lesson to be drawn from
the significance of the family name — Hecht. The
Hecht fish [Latin M. merluccius, see Encyclope-
dia Talmudis] is a kosher fish even though it is a
predator. Moreover, it was given special pride of
selection when it came to fish for Shabbos. [See
Shulchan Aruch Harav, Orach Chaim ch. 242, par.
21F]

Fish generally have the characteristic that
because they are covered by water they are not af-
fected by an evil eye. [see Berachos 20a]. This is
also the characteristic of Yoset whose offspring
and disciples “..will increase [as fish] in the land.”

While the Hecht fish is a predator, its nature
is to swim through the water with its mouth open
and its prey swim right into its mouth — so that it
need not manifest the usual aggressive character-

I2
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istics of predation.

Just as Binyamin was compared to a “wolf of
prey,” meaning the spiritual power of conquest
whereby the sparks of holiness trapped in the
world are caught, released and raised to levels of
holiness, this power of “prey” [numerical value
289] alludes to the 288 sparks of holiness which
are uplifted by the revelation of the aleph — one
— the master of the world. [288+1=289.]

We normally prepare the Shabbos fish on the
eve of Shabbos. Our sages have compared this
custom of preparing for Shabbos to the “preying
of a wolf.” [see Mechilta, Yisro, 20:8].

This also represents the sum total of man’s
Divine service during the six weekdays of the
week to raise and purify the world and cause it to
be absorbed in the holiness of Shabbos. Thus, we
prepare the fish before Shabbos and we eat it on
Shabbos.

The Talmud states that when a person dies
on Erev Shabbos it is a good omen (See Talmud
Kesubos) and he will immediately enter the eter-
nal paradise. We can understand this Talmudic
dictum in light of the explanation just given about
fish and Hecht.

For, the concept of dying erev Shabbos rep-
resents the completion of the full total potential of
purification of the world.

The living must take this to heart, to contin-
ue the work of supporting and expanding the in-
stitutions which he [Moshe Hecht] built as an
emissary of the Rebbe and this efforts must show
renewed strength and vigor, so that it will be clear
that “Just as his children are alive so too is he alive.
Spiritually and materially.

The origin of these matters is in Torah — and
“Moshe received the Torah at Sinai ... teach many
students.” [Avos chapter 1]
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I'would suggest that a first step in this ongoing
work should be the publication of a Torah journal
including Torah essays and treatises submitted by
family members, friends and present or former
students. Include also the names of the support-
ers of Torah past and future, for “it is a Mitzvah to
publicize those who do good deeds.” This eternal
memorial will also speed the future eternal life af-

ter the resurrection.

This good omen, that he passed away on the
eve of Shabbos, shows that he completed his mis-
sion and all is prepared for the “great feast” of the
future, when we will eat the ultimate fish meal of
the Leviatan, together with the meat of the Ox of

13
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Baar and the Protected Wine.

May it be His will that we should need no
“signs” that our work is done — but our righteous
Mashiach should come on this holy Shabbos,
when “those who rest in the dust shall rise,” and he
will rise with them. The Previous Rebbe, the Nassi
of our generation, will lead them in eternal life —
they will all proceed, together with the houses of
prayer and study, and the houses of good deeds of
the diaspora, to our Holy Land, to Yerushalayim
the Holy City, to the Holy Mount and the Third
Bais HaMikdash, speedily and truly now.

Reprinted from A Book of Rememberance
Tiferes Moshe Yitzchok.
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The Rebbe and New York senatorial candidate Robert F. Kennedy. Kennedy's adviser
on Jewish and Israeli affairs, Julius Edelstein, played a role in arranging the visit..
PHOTO: LUBAVITCH ARCHIVES
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The Rebbe & The Mayor's Aide

By Rabbi Asher Zeilingold

(OS=e )

It was a normal study day at 770, when Rab-
bi Chaim Mordechai Isaac Hodakov approached
me and asked me to come to his office. The Reb-
be’s chief secretary was a 770 icon and not in the
business of chit chatting. As most of his directives
came directly from the Rebbe, conversations with

him were considered sacrosanct.

At his office he told me that in the evening,
during the scheduled private audiences, I should
wait in the antechamber: “The Rebbe wants to see
you tonight” He did not know why, and he told
me that I should not prepare the customary note.
“The Rebbe knows who you are,” he told me, “and
he knows what he wants to speak to you about.
You will walk in and the Rebbe will tell you what

he wants.”

I entered the yechidus room, and as usual, the
Rebbe was still marking the note from the previ-
ous yechidus. Customarily, one would place a note
with questions on the table, and the Rebbe would

respond, but here I was just standing and waiting.

The Rebbe looked up at me. Having nothing
to say, I just stared back. After a few awkward sec-
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onds, the Rebbe asked me, “Nu, Asher, what can I
do for you?”

I said that Rabbi Hodakov had asked me to

come.

“Hodakov asked you to come to me?” he
asked. The continuation of the conversation [

wrote down:

JYURD OVT N1 L0IRYA PR ARG T 0]
KRl i) 177 ©°1 ONRT IR

X MK IWOR (YDIPIE VIRPYA VIR Y
TUNYA RPNOH VYR Y 2NIY) 2010 Y3
(IyTIDIN

0°K NXnNOn K ,NAW 23V IRT 1K JUAIRD
Synw

(V3 IR 77 TYP N7Y) 27 VOXRDW Y

JZIVIPNIRT ORBDR KT MR YOXL W7
(7RI DRMKR ON°1Y)

VIRM VIR JRDYLYVL JYDNX X OY LAPYR
PN YIND DY YR Yn yNw vl oy
AW NI VIR JYAIRD
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UUIIVLINYR  (YIIYR PUR voIwp 1T
LSYIRD 1R 01 LR TR LJYDTRYIN

Here is the translation (the Rebbe in quotes,
my responses in italics):
‘It wasn't you I meant, but your father.
Asher, don't take offense.

“Could he come by now for ten minutes?”
He would probably be happy to.

“Tomorrow is after all Erev Shabbos, so

it's probably hard for him.
“Is he sleeping already?”
It’s possible that he isn’t.

“Does your father come here sometimes

to daven?”
Sometimes Mincha.

“Call him on the phone but don’t make it

hard for him. It can be left for tomorrow

or after Shabbos.

“You can feel free to go sit down and

learn. Asher, don't take offense.”

In addition, I recall the following from the ye-
chidus:

The Rebbe, after looking at the clock on his
table — it was past 1 AM — said: “Most probably
your father is sleeping. I know that on Friday he

goes to work early, so don’t wake him up now.”

He told me that when I saw my father the next
day, I should tell him that the Rebbe wanted to
speak to him. He added, “I know your father does
not daven here on Shabbos, but do me a favor and
ask him to come here after Shabbos ends.” My fa-
ther, he continued, should stand a little behind
him and then follow him to his office.

16
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I gave my father the message. He also had no
idea what it could be about. After Shabbos, he did
what the Rebbe had asked and followed him to
his study. When my father emerged, he told me
that the Rebbe asked him about his nephew Ju-
lius Edelstein. Mr. Julius Edelstein was the deputy
to the mayor of New York, Robert F. Wagner. He
was married to Rivkah Ben-David, whose mother
Leah Zeilingold-Baumerder was my father’s sister.

To give us a sense of who he was, the follow-

ing are selections from two articles about him.
New York Newsday, Dec. 2, 1963:

The majority of the politicos in our town
who have been dancing to Mayor Wag-
ner’s tune may not know it, but in most
instances during the last year the score
has been composed by mayoral assistant
Julius C. C. Edelstein, popularly known in
City Hall circles as the Phantom Mayor
because of the powerful influence he ex-

erts in municipal affairs.

As a matter of fact, Edelstein, a Demo-
cratic reform movement mastermind,
is labeled by City Hall insiders as the ar-
chitect of the plan to load the city payroll
with reformers while ignoring the patron-
age demands of the party regulars. ...

Edelstein, who has a personal City Hall
staff of more than half a dozen, has be-
come the Mayor’s indispensable man. He
has shouldered a vast quantity of chores,
more really than he can handle. Some of
them are usually the responsibility of oth-
er city officials.

The Mayor’s assistant has enlarged his
operation into a night and day shift. Edel-
stein clocks twice as many hours of daily



work as anyone in municipal service, in-
cluding Mayor Wagner. His Critics In-
crease as His Empire. ..

But with Mayor Wagner as his armor of
protection, he is safe from political harm,
at least for the present. Thus, Edelstein
proves the theory that knowledge is pow-
er, if you know the right person- Mayor
Wagner in this case.

New York Times, Nov. 19, 2005:

Julius Caesar Claude Edelstein was born
in Milwaukee on Feb. 29, 1912. His par-
ents were Russian immigrants, and Mr.
Edelstein said he inherited his concern
for the downtrodden from his father, who
was the general secretary of the Social
Revolutionary Party in Czarist Russia.

Mr. Edelstein spent much of his career in
politics, before moving to CUNY in 1966.
After leaving Wisconsin, he worked for
the United Press, and then joined Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt’s White House.

During World War 1II, Mr. Edelstein
served as an aide to Admiral William D.
Leahy. When the war ended, he worked
for the United States high commissioner
in the Philippines, Paul V. McNutt, and
then as an adviser to the president of
the Philippines. He then worked for the

The Wedding of Moshe Yitzchok and Miriam Leah Piekarski

é

Tammuz 10,5786 @  June 25, 2026

rose to deputy mayor.

Under Mayor Wagner, he dealt with is-
sues like how to handle the city’s water
supply during drought and whether cellar
apartments should be disallowed. He also
served as executive secretary of the city’s
antipoverty board. The mayor lent Mr.
Edelstein to Robert F. Kennedy when he
ran for the Senate, to advise him on Jew-
ish and Israeli issues. (Mr. Edelstein met
his first wife, Rivka Ben-David, while she
was assistant military attaché to the Israeli
Embassy in Washington. They married in
1955. She died in 1964.)

When Mayor Wagner decided not to
run for re-election, Mr. Edelstein joined
CUNY. He later said that because he sug-
gested New York City follow Wisconsin’s
model in using the university “as a sort of
laboratory” for state government, “Chan-
cellor Bowker said: ‘O.K,, T'll hire you.
Now you do what you told me to do.“

He retired as senior vice chancellor in
1984, but remained at CUNY, teaching,
writing and continuing to lobby for the
education of the disadvantaged. In the
late 1990’s, he helped form Friends of
CUNY, a group that lobbied unsuccess-
fully to keep remedial classes in the senior

colleges.

secretary of state on the problem of rep- It was not the first time I had heard about Mr.

Edelstein. On Iyar 6, 1960, the Rebbe asked me
about him, and I had no clue who he was, which

arations before becoming Senator Her-
bert H. Lehman’s executive assistant and

chief of legislative staff. After serving as he seemed to be displeased about. Here is what I

executive vice chairman of the New York wrote to the Rebbe afterwards:

Citizens Committee for Kennedy and I cannot remember the details of the first
Johnson, he became executive assistant

part of the yechidus, but I understood
to Mayor Robert F. Wagner in 1961, and

that I must urge my father to write details

7
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concerning the health of my cousin Rivka

Edelstein, also the health of her child.

The Rebbe did not respond to that part of my
note, so I understood that I had recalled the de-
tails correctly.

At the time, my father told me the painful
story of his niece. Rivka had been an assistant to
Chaim Herzog, who at the time was a defense at-
taché at the Israeli Embassy and later became the
president of Israel. Before accepting the govern-
ment position, the rule was that you had to Hebra-
icize your family name, and she changed it from
Baumerder to Ben-David.

Mr. Herzog introduced Rivka to Mr. Edel-
stein, who was working for New York Senator
Herbert H. Lehman, someone Mr. Herzog had
come to know through relief work which brought
him into contact with the Israeli embassy staff. In
1955, after around a year of dating, they married.

Tragically, only a short while later, Rivka had
a ruptured aneurysm and went into a coma. Five
months later at the Hospital for Chronic Diseases,
which was on Welfare Island (today Roosevelt Is-
land), it was discovered that she was pregnant, and
a month and a half later, while still in a coma, she
gave birth prematurely to a 24-ounce daughter.
The child’s survival was considered a miracle. Mr.
Edelstein named her Shoshanah “Suzy”

As one of Rivka’s only relatives in New York,
my father knew Mr. Edelstein well and told the
Rebbe the story.

Politics and Religion

One of the people that Mr. Edelstein was close
to was Chaim Herzog’s brother Yaakov, who was
an attaché at the Israeli embassy in D.C. and later
the ambassador to Canada. When Dr. Herzog was

18
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in New York, he would go to have audiences with
the Rebbe. One time, Mr. Edelstein went with
him. This is the way Mr. Edelstein once described
the relationship to my father:

Ambassador Yaacov Herzog, son of the
great Chief Rabbi Herzog, was in town
this past week. He came to see me. We
discussed Rivka and the past and the fu-
ture. As you may or may not remember,
Ambassador Herzog’s brother was Rivka’s
superior ofhcer and employer both in Is-
rael and at the Israeli Embassy in Wash-
ington. They were very close, indeed, and
the Ambassador’s wife is the daughter of a
very close friend of my father-in-law.

Ambassador Herzog knew Rivka and had
befriended me for many years while he
served as Minister of the Israeli Embassy
in Washington. His post is now in Israel.
His main theme for me was to look for-
ward and not backward.

He himself is a very close friend of Rabbi
Schneerson and indeed he was the man
who first brought me to and presented me
to Rabbi Schneerson.

Together with several other Israeli officials,
the Rebbe spent hours discussing with Dr. Herzog
and Mr. Edelstein politics, immigration to Israel,
and Jewish life in Canada.

From that time, Mr. Edelstein began to corre-
spond with the Rebbe, sending him speeches that
he was involved in writing for Mayor Wagner and
other correspondence that concerned religion.
The correspondence between the Rebbe and Mr.
Edelstein is presented below.

Here is the first letter from Mr. Edelstein to
the Rebbe:
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The Rebbe and Mayor Wagner.
PHOTO: LUBAVITCH ARCHIVES
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My dear Dr. Schneerson:

I do think you will be interested in glanc-
ing through the attached material. This
has been one of the subjects of my vast
preoccupation these past weeks. Other-
wise, I have been totally and sporadically
involved in the question of the present
racial tensions and how to relax them at
their most dangerous points in New York
City.

In late 1964, Mr. Edelstein sent Mayor
Wagner’s eulogy after the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy. Here are
some selections from his speech:

The president is dead — ten days dead to-
day — and we are meeting here to mourn
together, and to remember together. We
do not gather to honor him, because he
has been honored by a world’s grief, far
beyond anything that we can add here by

our words.

In distant corners of the earth, men and
women, who were strangers to him, wept.
Upon his death, a convulsion of sorrow
shook almost all of humanity... At the
sudden, senseless blow, which took our
president from us, in the very summer of

his manhood. ...

It might seem that enough words of sor-
row and appreciation have already been
spoken. Has anything been left unsaid?
But still, there is an urge, in all of us — even
as we turn to the future, and congratulate
ourselves on the person and purposes of
President Kennedy’s successor — to shed
another tear. ...

This handsome, princely man, and his

20
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wonderful family, were straight out of the
pages of a story book — a story book hero

in a real world.

For he was a realist, a man of action,
ready to meet almost any foe half-way in
order to move forward. He was a practi-
cal-minded man, in whom ideals were a
guide to deeds and not part of an ideolo-
gy of dreams.

He was also deeply religious, a fervent
Catholic, in the warm and universal spirit
of Pope John and Pope Paul. ...

Can we outlaw hate? Probably not. Hate is
part of the animal spirit, which the human
soul must absorb and overcome. But we
can direct hate against hate itself — against
hate, prejudice, and bigotry based on race,

creed, color, or national origin. ...

With this faith in freedom, we will, to-
gether, find the way we would have gone
with John F. Kennedy — with the strength
from this faith in freedom and in the
brotherhood of man and the fatherhood
of G-d. ...

In this way, John F. Kennedy will live on in
each of us, and in the policies and practic-
es of the country he knew and loved and
served so well.

The Rebbe’s response:

23rd of Kislev, 5724

Mr. J. C. C. Edelstein
Exec. Asst. to the Mayor
Ofhice of the Mayor
City of New York

Thank you very much for continuing
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to send me the copies of the Mayor’s
speeches. I particularly want to express
my appreciation in receiving a copy of the
Mayor’s eloquent eulogy of the late Presi-
dent Kennedy.

I assume that you have some influence in
regard to these speeches, and I therefore
want to express my gratification that a
point was made of emphasizing the late
President’s deep religious feelings. It is
noteworthy that, although during the
presidential campaign the late Mr. Kenne-
dy’s religious convictions were exploited
by some of his opponents to their own
ends,'" Mr. Kennedy, far from concealing
or playing down his religious convictions,
consistently upheld them.” It is regrettable

1. For example one pamphlet distributed by his opponents
was titled, “Will America Elect a Catholic President?”
which stated:

The far-reaching religious freedom which is
now enjoyed by both minority and majority
religious groups in the United States stems
from our Constitutional principle of the sep-
aration of Church and State. Rome accepts
the tenets of separation of Church and State
only when and where it is to her advantage
to do so. Rome does not believe in a State-
church, ie, the Lutheran Church in Den-
mark. The only political doctrine acceptable
to the Vatican is a Church-state, ie, one in
which the State is subservient to the Church,
again exemplified in Spain. The Catholic
bishops of US.A. declare openly that, “Sep-
aration of Church and State has become the
shibboleth of doctrinaire secularism.”

2. See among others, Let the Word Go Forth: The Speeches,
Statements, and Writings of John F. Kennedy 1947 to 1963,
p- 129: “Are we going to admit to the world that a Jew can
be elected mayor of Dublin, a Protestant can be chosen
foreign minister of France, a Moslem can serve in the

21
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that this point, which was so characteris-
tic of the late President, was not empha-
sized in the various eulogies which came
to my attention, at any rate. Would that
the religious spirit throughout America
would be deeper and wider, and certainly
we would have been spared such a tragic

event and such premature eulogies.’

There is yet another point which, I regret,
was not adequately, if at all, stressed by
anyone, and that is the insight that a sin-
gle evil act of a single individual can have
such tremendous consequences. Our
Sages say that “The measure of goodness
is greater than the measure of evil" In
other words, the events in the realm of
goodness, which are counterpart to the
corresponding events in the realm of evil,
are infinitely more far reaching. It empha-
sizes how much a single individual could
accomplish in constructive creativeness
if imbued with a profound spirit of piety
and humility, which finds expression in
the everyday life. ...

Mr. Edelstein responded:

Israeli Parliament — but a Catholic cannot be President
of the United States? ... I believe the American people
are more concerned with a man’s views and abilities than
with the church to which he belongs”; and ibid, p. 140,
referring to the Supreme Court ruling on prayer in public
schools: “I would think that it would be a welcome re-
minder to every American family that we can pray a good
deal more at home, we can attend churches with a good
deal more fidelity, and we can make the true meaning

of prayer much more important in the lives of all of our

children.”

3. Compare with below, where the Rebbe writes: “Accord-
ing to our Torah-view, religious persons are preferable to
atheists.”
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My Dear Dr. Schneerson:

How grateful and deeply satisfied I was
to have your letter of recent date. I am so
glad that you find interest in reading those
of the Mayor’s speeches that I send you.
As you understand, I do work on them
and contribute to the thought and expres-

sions in them.

I found most absorbing indeed your com-
ments on President Kennedy’s religious
feelings. It was true. I know of them, from
my personal knowledge.* I see much
point in your observation of the effect of
the absence of a deeper and more perva-
sive spiritual life in America. Surely the
presence of evil in whatever small quan-
tity is a great danger to all — like a bullet
in aimless flight which can find the most
tragic object. And the opposite is likewise

true. ...

I am now sending you the most recent
speech by Mayor Wagner on which I
worked the hardest, and to the implemen-
tation of which I now bend all my ener-
gies. I think you will especially appreciate
reading this.

Respectfully,

Here is an exchange from 1965 about an up-
coming bill to restrict shechitah in New York:

Dear Rabbi Schneersohn:

Following your expression of interest in
S$1-4393 pending in the State Legislature,
I expressed an interest through our office

4. He was executive vice chairman for the New York Citi-
zens Committee for the Kennedy-Johnson ticket in 1960.
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in Albany and received today, on a confi-
dential basis, the attached copy of a letter
from the ASPCA® to Senator Bookson,®
Chairman of the committee before whom
this legislation was referred. Keep in con-
fidence the fact that I have sent this letter
to you — although on closer examination
it seems to be a duplicated letter; hence
pay strictures as to its confidentiality are
of much less significance.

Here is a draft of the Rebbe’s response from
21st of Sivan, 57257:

Mr. J. C. C. Edelstein
Greeting and Blessing:

Thank you very much for your letter of
June 8th with the enclosures, which are
returned herewith.

I delayed my acknowledgment pending
the receipt of further information on de-

velopments.® In the meantime, I received

5. The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals.

6. Paul Bookson, a frum Jew, was a state senator represent-
ing the Lower East Side from 1965 to 1974. He became a
Civil Court judge in 1976 and acting State Supreme Court
justice in 1984 before retiring in 1995.

7. Published in Teshurah of 13 Kislev 5786 from the
archives of Dr. Nissan Mindel. As this is a draft, the actual
letter could have been sent with corrections, such as likely
in the following footnote.

8. The Rebbe took an active role in encouraging others to
fight the bill, see for example these two letters (presented
here from secretariat drafts), the first to New York State
Senate majority leader Joseph Zaretzki ( The Letter and
the Spirit vol. 6, p. 162) and the second to New York State
Senator Harrison J. Goldin and (ibid, p. 166):

15 of Iyar, 5725



an authoritative book written by one

My attention has been called to an Introduc-
tory Bill 4393, by the ASPCA, which would
affect shechitah (Jewish ritual slaughter of
animals) orits preparation.

I would like to point out that the method of
preparing the animal for shechitah (which
has to do with the position of the animals
throat) is in fact a part of the shechitah pro-
cedure itself. Thus, to discuss legislation on
any method of preparation for shechitah
would constitute direct government interfer-
ence with the religious liberties of the Jewish
people, in one of the most vital and sensitive
areas of the Jewish religion.

I trust, therefore, that you will bring your full
influence and authority to bear on this mat-
ter, with a view to eliminating any bill of this
nature and precluding any discussion of such
bill in the Legislature.

With blessing,

P.S. The importance of the preparation for
shechitah is further underscored by the fact that
it is the subject of discussion by Rabbis who are
authorities in this field. It is clear that this is a
subject that lies exclusively in the domain of the
Jewish religious authorities and any legislature
which would compel the use of this or that
method of preparation would inevitably violate
the fundamental principle of religious liberty,
especially in view of the opposition, on religious
grounds, by segments of the American Rabbin-
ate, to certain methods of preparation.

*okkk

30th of Shevat, 5726:

My secretary, Dr. Nissan Mindel, has conveyed
to me your kind regards, which I instructed him
to acknowledge promptly and to express to you
my thoughts and sentiments in reference to the
vital issue of the proposed legislation which
would affect the practice of shechitah in this
State.

In view of the importance of this issue, I am
taking this means of reiterating personally all
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of the leading authorities in the field of
Shechita,” wherein he rules that the pro-
posed pen'’ is absolutely contradictory to

that has been said in Dr. Mindels letter and to
add that words are really inadequate to express
the great zechus which goes with your efforts
to preserve the immunity of shechitah from

any legislation, regardless of the merits of such
legislation per se. As I have emphasized in a pre-
vious communication, the methods of prepar-
ing the animal for shechitah is also a vital part
of halocho, since the method determines the
position of the animal’s neck for shechitah and is
therefore directly related to shechitah.

Recalling the impression of your visit, in the
company of your brother, I am confident that
you will bring all your influence to bear upon
this issue, which can be resolved only in one
way, namely on the basis of a “hands off” policy.

9. Perhaps referring to a draft of An Analysis of Pending

Humane Slaughter Legislation by Isaac Lewin (see Igros
Kodesh vol. 33, p. 402).

10. In the New York Times, May 26, 1964, A.S.PC.A.

TO OFFER SLAUGHTERING AID; Device Would Make
Kosher Killing More Humane:

The American Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals, aided by major Jewish
religious and secular groups, closed last night
a major step in resolving a nettlesome problem
concerning the handling of livestock before
slaughter. ...

In shackling and hoisting, a chain is cast around
the hind legs of a live, conscious animal, which
then is hoisted and moved along an assembly
line.

The Jewish ritual of shechita is an integral part of
Orthodox and Conservative Judaism. It requires
that an animal be fully conscious at the time of
slaughter and that it be clean and unblemished.

A Federal law enacted in 1958 called for stun-
ning animals before shackling and hoisting. The
bill exempted kosher handling and slaughtering

methods in recognition of religious freedom.

The device, known as the “A.S.P.C.A. Holding
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the Jewish Law. Law.'* As you undoubtedly know; a differ-
Actually, as I pointed out in my previous e?lce oflegal .op inion is n'othing .un‘usual,
letter to you,'" the issue is not whether the either in Jewish .La\.v, or many ]urlsp‘ru—
L ) ) dence. By mentioning the above ruling
proposed legislation affecting Shechita o
i ] ) ; ) which prohibits the use of the proposed
is, or is not, compatible with the Jewish _ .
Law, and this was not the point I wished pen, there is no reflection on the author-
; ke. Th dal | < that ities that may be inclined to permit its
o make. The essential issue is that any

use. However, as already mentioned, this
legislation relating to religious practices . he i ' i1 y ion th ' |
1s not the issue, an mention this on
must resolutely be rejected as an interfer- ’ Y

ence with religious liberty. Thus, even if

the proposed legislation would be quite

12. See for example an article in Jewish Telegraph Agency,
May 26, 1964, wrote under the title New Shechitah Method
Announced by A.s.p.c.a.; Accepted by Rabbis:

compatible with Jewish Law, it would also
be necessary to decry most strongly any

attempt to deliberate on a matter affecting
Jewish religious practices. It so happens,
however, that the proposed legislation is
quite incompatible with Jewish Law, ac-
cording to authoritative opinion, and this
makes it even more imperative that any
deliberation of it be thrown out from any
committee or legislative body.

I am aware that there might be some Rab-
binical authorities who consider the pro-
posed pen not incompatible with Jewish

Pen” was formerly the Cross pen and has been
used in Elizabeth, N.J. Philadelphia. Because of
the royalties required and a patent infringement
suit, kosher meat packers in the greater New
York area were reluctant to use it.

In buying the Cross patent, the society took
over a contract with a manufacturer who will
construct the A.S.P.C.A. pen for $8,000. If any
packer prefers to manufacture its own the soci-
ety will furnish plans and specifications without
charge, Mr. Rockefeller said.

In a statement by Rabbi Israel Klavan, execu-
tive vice-president of the Rabbinical Council
of America, the announcement was hailed as
“a dramatic breakthrough” and an “unprece-
dented contribution” as well as a “consider-
able economic saving for the meat industry”

Both Mr. Rockefeller and Rabbi Klavan
pointed out that the ASPCA has been
working with leading rabbinical figures for
more than a year, through the Joint Adviso-
ry Committee of the Synagogue Council of
America and the National Community Re-
lations Advisory Council. The Synagogue
Council embraces the lay and rabbinical or-
ganizations of the Orthodox, Conservative
and Reform branches of American Judaism.
The NCRAC is the coordinating body for six
national and 72 local Jewish community rela-
tions organizations.

Among prominent leaders of the Jewish
community who joined Rabbi Klavan in hail-
ing the ASPCA announcement were Rabbi
Pinkhas Teitz, of the presidium of the Union
of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and
Canada; and Rabbi Bernard J. Bamberger
and Mortimer Brenner, co-chairmen of the
Joint Advisory Committee. A letter from the
co-chairmen to the ASPCA declared: “We

are proud to have had a part in what the ASP-
CA has done”

11. As there is no record of such an exchange, perhaps this
is referring to a yechidus, and not an actual letter.
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to emphasize once again the great need
and urgency to take speedy and effective
action to rule out of order the proposed
legislation affecting Shechita.

With blessing

In 1965, the Rebbe sent Mr. Edelstein a letter
he had written in regard to government funds for

religious schools:

The Lubavitcher Rabbis X"0"%w State-

ment on
Federal Aid to Parochial Schools'?

The question of Federal (and State) aid
to the secular departments of Parochial
schools should be considered, of course,
against the background of the national
interest in general and, insofar as we Jews
are concerned, from the viewpoint of the

Jewish community in particular.

The controversy around this question,
which has had considerable publicity, has
produced a variety of arguments pro and
con. There is no need for me to review
all the arguments on either side. I merely
wish to clarify my position, namely, why
I am of the firm opinion that it is both in
the national interest as well as in the Jew-
ish interest that such aid should be given,
and why arguments to the contrary are
unrealistic and do not warrant the with-

holding of such aid.

The main argument against Federal aid

13. The Rebbe first spoke about this on Shabbos Sivan 26
5721, and his sentiments were published in the Hamaor
scholarly journal (issue of Tammuz 5721 12:8 [114]).

It was subsequently published in Lekutei Sichos, vol. 8, p.
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to Parochial schools, even to their secular
departments, is based on the assumption
that such aid would violate the principle
of separation of church and state.

Let us consider the facts. Does anybody
really believe that the United States gov-
ernment is completely divorced from
any religious commitment? What about
the motto on US. currency, “In G-d we
trust”? Why is Congress opened with a
religious Invocation? Why are represen-
tatives of the three faiths invited to Presi-
dential Inaugurations? Surely it is because
the American way of life is deeply rooted
in the belief in G-d. The principle of sep-
aration of church and state should not be
misconstrued or distorted to mean a de-
nial of religion.

As for Federal and State aid to Parochial
schools, we have a precedent in their be-
ing included in such forms of aid as free
transportation, food surplus, milk, etc.

Now, let us go further and examine the
question in the light of the Jewish needs,
and the special Jewish stake in this issue.

The religious education of our young has
always been the most paramount task of
the individual and of the community. It
takes precedence even over the rebuilding
of our Beth Hamikdosh, our Sages ruled.
In this matter, the interests of one child
are as sacred to us as the interests of many.
Our Yeshivoth and Day Schools must dai-
ly turn away tens, if not hundreds, of chil-
dren for lack of money and facilities. An-
nual tuition fees may run very high, and
this is the only deterrent to many parents
who cannot afford it. And this assistance
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could, atleast to a certain degree, immedi-
ately improve this condition.

Some oppose Federal aid to Parochial
schools because they fear government in-
terference. But hitherto the government
has not attempted to interfere with reli-
gious education, though it has for years
given certain forms of relief, as indicated
above. Why should it begin to interfere

now?

It is strange to what length some of these
opponents to Federal aid will go in their
“arguments.” Such as the “argument” that,
by supporting Federal aid to Parochial
schools, we would directly or indirectly
support religious beliefs and doctrines of
other faiths which are incompatible with
ours.'"* The fallacy of this “argument” is
patent. First of all, the whole question of
Federal aid to Parochial schools centers
on aid toward their secular departments
on par with public schools, especially as
such secular education would have to be
paid for if the students were attending
the public schools. (Of course, such aid
would relieve the pressure on the paro-

14. See “Federal Aid to Church Related Schools” (Yale
Political, 1962), issue 16, pp. 29:

To expend tax funds for the propagation of
religious beliefs has not meant in our courts
and legislatures that an expenditure of tax
funds for non-religious public purposes be-
comes unconstitutional if the expenditure
violates some citizens conscience. If the cit-
izen's individual beliefs are offended by the
religious consequences of nonrehgious 1eg—
islation, the law protects his conscience but
exacts the taxes.

26

QUK 'TIA

chial department. But actually it is well
known that the other religious denom-
inations provide more adequate funds
for religious education than we, to our
shame, and no Catholic or Protestant
child would be turned away for lack of
tuition). Secondly, according to our To-
rah-view, religious persons are preferable
to atheists (see Rambam, Hil. Teshuvah,
chap.3:5; Rav’s Shulchan Aruch, Hil. Niz-
kei guf v'nefesh, secs. 9-10)."

It is no coincidence that those who are
most vehement in their opposition to
Federal aid to Parochial schools are the
very same people who some time ago
were opposed to, and obstructed with all
the means at their disposal, the creation of
Parochial schools in the first place, as they
still oppose the Release Time religious
instruction program. Moreover, they still
fight against it despite the fact that over
two decades of experience in this work
has demonstrated it to be positive in every
respect, with no negative aspects whatev-
er. Thousands upon thousands of Jewish

1S. This mirrors the parallel discussion in the talk, though
more briefly and emphatically, see there at length. The
sources given there from Rambam are different: Mishneh
Torah, Teshuvah 3:7 and Edus end of ch. 11.

In contrast, in a letter from Kislev 2 5723 (The Letter and
the Spirit, vol. 3, p. 57) the Rebbe addresses someone who
argued that “the religious Jew should not oppose even
such religious practices in the public schools, and that it
is as well that the non-Jewish children should be more re-
ligious etc.” The Rebbe objects both on strategic grounds
(mentioning denominational practices will lose public
support for non-denominational prayer) and halachic
grounds (that the practices discussed are avodah zarah
and Jewish children would participate).



The Wedding of Moshe Yitzchok and Miriam Leah Pickarski @ Tammuz 10,5786 @ June 25, 2026

children have been returned to their fold Mr. Edelstein responded:

thanks to this Release Time program, and
they have been instrumental in bringing
religion into their homes, too.

Finally, I want to make two points. First,
that Federal aid to Parochial schools is
certainly not conceived in terms of com-
pulsion. Any school will have the right to
accept such aid, or to refuse it, for what-
ever reason it chooses to refuse it. Con-
sequently, those schools that fear govern-
ment interference need not accept the
aid, but they certainly have no right what-
ever to deny other schools the benefit of
Federal aid.

Secondly, whatever “apprehensions” one
may have in regard to such aid, these can
only be conjectural at best, and therefore
cannot justify the denial of benefits that —
as far as Jewish Parochial schools are con-
cerned — are certain without a doubt. For
such aid would certainly make it possible
to provide religious education for many
more Jewish children who would other-
wise be denied what should be righttully
given to them; and to them it makes no
difference how well intentioned were the
people who denied them their rightful in-

heritance.

The obvious conclusion from the above
is that it is the moral duty of every Jew to
do his utmost to make Federal aid to the
secular departments of Parochial schools
a reality, in order to strengthen Yeshivoth
and Day Schools, which would be a mat-
ter of lifesaving for many Jewish children,

where “even he who saves but one soul is

March 7, 1965
Most dear Rabbi Schneerson:

I thank you for your recent letter, calling
to my attention your statement on Pres-
ident Johnson’s Aid to Education bill. I
was indeed interested in your detailed
views, although I vaguely knew of them.

The program does represent a break-
through... at least, its formulation does.
And the President’s support of it marks
a great departure from past policy. I, too,
agree that this is a step in the right direc-
tion. I hope that the raising of such voic-
es as yours will help get this legislation
through. I will surely do everything in
my power in behalf of it. However, for-
midable obstacles are in the way, not the
least of which consists of the opposition
of those Jewish groups referred to in your
statement. I was interested in your sug-
gestion as to the possible motive of their
opposition. At least, it may be an inclining
factor.

I also noted the recent announcement
of the observance of the 25th year of
the Lubavitch movement in the United
States. I was interested, indeed, to read
of this and to see the picture of your late,
beloved father.'® He has a most beautiful
and deeply spiritual face.

Most sincerely,

Julius C. C. Edelstein

deemed to have saved a whole world” 16. Referring to the Rebbe’s father-in-law, the Rebbe

Rayatz.
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P.S. - In your statement I noted with spe-
cial interest your citation of the view that,
according to the Torah, religious persons
are preferable to atheists. I would love to
hear a discussion of that point. It seems so

contemporary and ecumenical.

PP.S. — If I hear anything interesting con-
cerning the prospects of this legislation, I
will advise you.

A Short Life

For Mr. Edelstein having his wife in a coma at
the hospital was difficult. “During these past years
merely dust has lingered,” he wrote to his moth-
er-in-law, “animatedly only smoldering ash of life,
only a remnant of that life spirit which had been.
.. Who knows? Who can explain? Who can say?”

In April 1964, he wrote, “She had been fading,
gradually, over the last several weeks. [..] They
told me that Rivka seemed to have gradually lost
her will to fight”

Then on the afternoon of May 13 (Sivan
2), she drew a few deep breaths, and the doctor
checked and there was no pulse. He wrote, “She
had gone peacefully and quietly, without that
fierce struggle which she had so often made to
keep the life-light burning.” The official diagnosis

was respiratory failure due to pneumonia.

“With what words shall I begin to comfort
you?” he wrote, “Nothing. They are nothing but
words, however well-meant” When did her de-
mise begin, he asked, “At the hour on Thursday
when that which came from the dust was returned
to the dust? Or did the end come eight years ago?”

My father asked the Rebbe who the best per-
son in Chabad would be to become acquainted
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with Mr. Edelstein, and the Rebbe suggested Rab-
bi].J. Hecht. In that capacity, Rabbi Hecht led the
funeral and spoke about Rivka and her illness.

“How can we justify it?” he asked, and he
gave the parable of the sages who crossed over a
great bridge, but when they reached the middle,
it collapsed, and they fell into the roaring stream
below. “How could the wisest rabbi explain that?
It cannot be explained by mortal logic. It cannot
be understood by mortal minds.” He spoke about
Rivka’s gentleness, generosity of spirit and mind,
her dedication, self-sacrifice, and heroism in her
“brief but glorious period as a wife.”

Mr. Edelstein wrote to his mother-in-law that
the eulogy, “was brief, and full of meaning and
truth.

The funeral was attended by many dignitar-
ies, including Mayor Wagner, and Mr. Edelstein
wrote that he was worried that the funeral would
be distasteful, “Not knowing what kind of cere-
mony, according to the ritual of Lubovitcher [sic]
group, would take place”” but he said at the end it
was not, and “The funeral service was most im-
pressive. [...] I was deeply impressed with its sim-
plicity, its directness, its awareness of the meaning
of death, and its respect for death in relationship
for life” About our efforts, he wrote, “I will never
cease to be appreciative of his help in this most dif-
ficult hour.” Rivka was interred in Mount Hebron
in Queens, he wrote. “Against this beautiful back-
ground of nature, Rivka was tenderly placed by
loving hands into the earth and lovingly covered
over. This was an end. ...or at least a period.”

I wrote to the Rebbe the details of the funer-
al, what Rabbi Hecht had said, the arrangements
we made so that it would be a traditional funeral
and that someone would say Kaddish for her. But
I forgot to write about Suzy. The Rebbe responded
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If his daughter, may she be well, was not
present, and if in order not to distress her
etc. they did not tell her about the yahr-
zeit' etc. — nonetheless it would be
worthwhile that, even without revealing
the reason to her, they should prompt her
to set aside some of her own money for
charity “for the benefit of one of her rel-
atives,” and the tzedakah should be given
half to a Jewish hospital and half to a shul.

While at the time I informed the Rebbe that
she had been there. The Rebbe responded if that
was the case, I do not need to relay any of the
above message.

Recently, Suzy reached out to me and we re-
newed our connection. It turned out that in fact
she had not been at the funeral. She had also nev-
er seen her mother, because the hospital refused
to permit children to go there. It was suggested
that she do what the Rebbe wrote to me over six
decades ago. She did, and I hope that it gave her
some comfort in her life journey. I am sure it gave

my cousin Rivka’s soul spiritual satisfaction.

Shortly thereafter,' the Rebbe wrote a letter
of condolences to Mr. Edelstein:

17. Referring to the possibility that they did not tell her
that her mother had passed away.

18. As per the custom, see below condolence letter to
Mayor Wagner (and P.S. of condolence letter to Alice
Peerce).

é
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4th of Sivan, 5724
Greeting and Blessing:

I'was deeply grieved to hear of the passing
of your wife, may her soul rest in peace.
Please accept my heartfelt sympathy and
traditional expression of condolence.

May the Almighty comfort you in the
midst of the other mourners for Zion and

Jerusalem.

The inclusion of the bereaved with the
other mourners of our people in this hal-
lowed expression of condolence is signifi-
cant. It underlines the fact that the sorrow
of an individual Jew upon the passing of a
dearly beloved one is not his alone to bear
in isolation, but is shared by all Jews, inas-
much as the Jewish people form one or-
ganism. This makes it easier to bear one’s
loss, which is the loss of all. May you not

know of any sorrow in the future. ...

With blessing,

In response, Mr. Edelstein wrote:

May 18, 1964
My very dear Rabbi Schneerson:

How can I thank you enough for your
consoling and strengthening letter of re-
cent date? I have thought of you often
during these past days and have, in the
midst of my woe, taken occasion to note
the signs of your attention and concern.

I enclose for your interest a copy of a let-
ter I have written to one of your disciples,
Rabbi Jacob Hecht, and also a copy of a
letter I have written my mother-in-law in

Israel, who is, I think, a devotee of yours.
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Again I thank you. I thank you for your
blessing.

Respectfully,

Wedding Witness

The little knowledge Mr. Edelstein had about
Judaism came to play at my wedding. I was walk-
ing to the chuppah, which is always a solemn
time, but in Chabad tradition it is emphasized as
avery serious moment. Exactly at that time, he ap-
proached me, and happily outstretched his hand
and said, “Oh Asher, I wish you the very best, I'm
so happy you're getting married.”

I was totally taken aback, and just continued
walking and did not respond, as I should have. It
was nerve-racking, and it seemed that he was of-
fended when he left the wedding early. The next
morning, it dawned on me that this could have a
ripple effect on the relationship that the Rebbe
had worked so hard to build. I wrote the entire
story to the Rebbe, who responded that I should
see if Rabbi J. J. Hecht, Sema’s uncle, was making
one of the sheva brachos meals for us. “If they are,”
he wrote, “they should invite him.

As he was, I called up Rabbi Hecht and asked
him to invite Mr. Edelstein. When he arrived, we
welcomed him warmly and showed him respect,
and he did not seem to be offended by what had
happened at the wedding.

Decades later, I learned of a letter that Mr.
Edelstein wrote to Rivka’s mother, describing our
wedding. He wrote of how he had met many Zeil-
ingold relatives there, the large number of rabbis
from various parts of the Lubavitcher community
at large, “ranging from London to Mexico City,’

30

QUK 'TIA

and rabbinical students, “all of them fascinating
to the eye, with their beards and their somber
clothes”

He continued that he had never seen a Cha-
sidic ceremony, “nor had I ever seen such a large
number of Hassids assembled in one place. There
was a great deal of gaiety and pleasantry there,
along with the sense of the seriousness of the oc-

. »
casion.

Describing his walking over to me at the ch-
uppah, he wrote, “Your nephew seemed almost
paralyzed with terror. He was really glassy-eyed.”
On the other hand, my father was an impressive
figure, “all dressed and curried and combed. ...
He seemed perfectly composed, although his son
(the bridegroom) wasn’t” My father, “was very

warm and effusive in his greetings to me and Suzy”

He then explained why he had left, which was
not, as  assumed, because of my reaction to him at
the chuppah. There had been a pressing issue that
had come up that day, he wrote, and had it been
up to him he would have not gone to the wedding
at all but he went because of Suzy. “She is inordi-
nately interested in weddings,” he wrote, “although
she had never met your nephew, Asher. Indeed, I
never had, or perhaps only on one occasion,” and
“I had promised to take her to the wedding.”

However, he wrote, he did have to leave ear-
ly to complete the “undone and very important
and urgent project,” and ultimately was forced to
work at his home office until almost 3:00 a.m., but
it was worth it because, “Suzy had the time of her
life, just seeing a wedding of such proportions and
with such picturesque aspects.”

And for him, he wrote, “It was the most fasci-

nating occasion I have ever witnessed.”



The Wedding of Moshe Yitzchok and Miriam Leah Pickarski @ Tammuz 10, 5786 ®  June 25, 2026

Wedding of Rabbi & Mrs. Zeilingold, the chosson's grandparents.
PHOTO: LUBAVITCH ARCHIVES
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next year. Yes, Suzy has received the Cha-

Suzy’s Education

nukah literature. She is at this precise mo-

i ment busily devouring it.
In Mr. Edelstein’s first yechidus with the Reb-

be, there was discussion about Suzy’s education. After the funeral, I wrote to the Rebbe that
In the Rebbe’s letter from 23rd of Kislev, 5724, to my father had previously spoken to Mr. Edelstein
Mr. Edelstein, the Rebbe raised the subject: about sending her to a Jewish day school. The

May I take this opportunity, while on
the subject of religious feeling and corre-
sponding daily conduct, to broach a per-
sonal subject. You will recall that when we
met in the presence of Ambassador Jacob
Herzog, the question of your daughter
Shoshana’s education came up, and it was
urged that she should attend the Ramaz
School. It is surely superfluous for me to
remind you of this, but I thought I would
take the liberty, nevertheless, to inquire
about her.

At this time, before Chanukah, I extend to
you and yours, my best wishes for a happy
Chanukah. I am looking forward to hear-
ing good news from you about all your af-
fairs, both public and personal.

M. Schneerson

PS. I requested the office to send some
Chanukabh literature to your daughter.

To that part of the letter, he responded:

About my daughter, my most heartfelt
thanks and humble appreciation of your
recollection of her. It is most meaningful
to me. It so happens there were factors
which prevented my enrolling her in the
Ramaz School, although the good rab-
bi, Dr. Lookstein, who is the head of that
school, did indeed write me and offer the
hospitality of a vacancy. But it was not to
be. I am thinking of it as a possibility for

Rebbe responded:
$7IY D7V 19PN IRTD DINNNE JPIN2

In an appropriate manner, it would be
worthwhile raising this matter once again.

In the Rebbe’s condolence letter to Mr. Edel-
stein, the Rebbe wrote about this too:

It is my prayerful wish at this time, as my
heart goes out to your orphaned daughter
that you will devote your fullest attention
to her education and bring her up — again
to quote a traditional but happy phrase
— to a life of Torah, chuppah and good
deeds. I hope and pray that she will be a
source of great comfort for you, in addi-
tion to the comfort which you will derive
from your work in the public good, which
you carry on with such discretion that few
know of its full scope.

He responded to that part of the letter:

I have taken special note of your injunc-
tion with regard to my daughter. I have
every intention of observing the spirit of

this injunction, in many ways.

A few weeks later, the Rebbe wrote to Yaakov
Herzog, sending him a copy of Mr. Edelstein’s let-
ter (here translated from the Hebrew):

... This is in continuation to our conversa-
tion about sending his daughter to a Jew-
ish day school.

Since now is the time of registration for
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the new school year, and it is still not clear
whether Mr. Edelstein will actually follow
through, it would be a good idea for you
to write to him about this. It would most
probably be best that Mr. Edelstein not
know that your letter comes at my initia-
tive; rather, you should say that it stems
from our conversation when you visited

here together.

While Rivka was not very religious, she had
observed some mitzvahs and yomim toivim, and
Mr. Edelstein believed that she would have want-
ed Suzy to receive a Jewish education. However,
Suzy, aged eight, was comfortable at her current
school, and the entire religious experience at Ra-
maz seemed foreign. She did not want to transfer.
Her father understood and did not want to upset
the already difhicult situation they were in, and
moved on, though he encouraged any Jewish reli-
gious experience she could have.

In one yechidus, the Rebbe brought up the is-
sue, and my father spoke to Mr. Edelstein. Some
time later, I asked the Rebbe if I “Should I push
turther? Should I first invite him for supper? Per-
haps I should suggest that a girl could come to his
house to teach his daughter ‘Hebrew.”

©°9°017 19K DY 27373 yyrne
[Edelstein] o3 ni3on

You should consult regarding the above
with those who are familiar with [Edel-

stein’s] personal character.

Together with Rabbi Hecht I tried to arrange
for someone to go study with Suzy at her home. In
addition, now that the Zeilingold and Hecht fam-
ilies were intertwined, and Suzy’s fascination with
weddings, they began to attend the many family
weddings.

During this time, Rabbi Hecht continued to
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write letters and send Jewish books to Suzy."” Here
is a letter that Mr. Edelstein wrote to him after one
such letter:

Avery happy and wonderful New Year to

you.

Certainly you, of all people, deserve the
best that the year can bring for you. I am
aware, too, that you, in your way, just as
I, in mine, share your blessings with oth-
ers in your world... so that if you have
a good year, it will mean a good year for
many, many people..but with the accent

on youth.

Suzy proudly showed me the letter she
received from you. It is a very moving let-
ter...to think you went to such pains and
wrote at such lengths to a little girl. I think
that she will long treasure your letter. I
know she treasures her memory of our
visit to Camp E-Mu-Nah. Her composi-
tion on the subject is one of her prizes.

About the pictures taken at Camp E-Mu-
Nah, I am absolutely delighted with your
statement that the pictures turned out
nicely. I am very impatient to see them.
However, last week was a totally preoccu-
pying one. And it also crossed my mind
that you might have been very busy with
your preparations for the High Holy
Days. So I didn't call you, as you suggest-
ed I should, to make an appointment to
see the pictures. I would like to see them
during this week, if it is possible.

19. The letters below are courtesy of the archives of
NCFJE, with appreciation to Rabbi Sholem Ber Hecht
and Shimon Sabol.
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I would also like to know if it will be pos-
sible for me — and I wouldn’t want to
displace anybody — to attend one of
your Yom Kippur services, preferably one
at which Kol Nidre is sung.

As you know, I am always subject to the
fire gong,” but I hope I can come, if it is
possible for you.

QUK 'TIA

by the hand of your own son, the cake
blessed by Rabbi Schneerson. Please tell
him, when you have a chance, of my deep
appreciation for his generous consider-
ation. Perhaps I will write to him myself,
but please do this in case I don’t. One of
these days I would like you to accompany
me on a visit to him. I would like to talk to
him concerning his thoughts about some

Before Yom Kippur the Rebbe sent lekach via
Rabbi Hecht to Mr. Edelstein and Suzy. In thanks,
he wrote a letter to Rabbi Hecht:

My very dear Rabbi:

of the currents of these times.

I am, indeed, following your behest and
am enclosing a check for $100 made out
to you for Camp Emunah. This gift is for

I am dictating these words in haste be- this occasion, and in Suzy’s name, in Riv-

cause the end of the day approaches, ka’s memory. We send it with our appre-

which marks the beginning of the next — ciation, which has no price, for the work

the next being Yom Kippur. being done there —for the opportunity

afforded to so many young girls to see Na-

I thank you and Suzy thanks you — with ture there as one of the works of the L-rd,

all our hearts — for your thoughtfulness and also to enjoy each other.

in sending us the blessed honey cake to
sweeten our tongues and our tastes as the Suzy particularly loved going to weddings,

and after they joined the wedding of Bentzion and
Bassie Hecht-Raskin, Mr. Edelstein wrote to Rab-
bi Hecht:

eve draws near.

I shall take this Yom Kippur seriously, in

my own way. I shall not be at the office —
which is unprecedented for me — unless
there is some unparalleled emergency.
And I shall spend some time in contem-
plation and reflection — on the past and
on the future. I shall express my devotion
and also my determination. At least these
are my intentions for tonight and tomor-

row.

I was very touched that in the midst of
your preparations for the observance of
Yom Kippur, you found time to send us,

20. Le. that he is always on call to his official duties.
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You certainly succeeded in your objec-
tives. For this alone, I congratulate you.
Above all, of course, I congratulate you
upon the happiness of your daughter and
the apparent worth of your new son-in-
law. It was one of the gayest — no, the
most joyous of all the occasions I can re-
member. Certainly it was the most pictur-
esque and yet meaningful wedding cere-
mony I have ever attended. And you, of
course, were the star of the occasion — as
President Theodore Roosevelt was when
he gave his niece Eleanor away in mar-

riage to Franklin D. Roosevelt. You were
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the Teddy Roosevelt of 1966.

I shall never forget the occasion. Nei-
ther will Suzy — I mean Irving — and
she (he) will have a much longer time in
which to remember it.*' I was sorry that I
had to leave. I am sure that the joy grew
more and more unrestrained as the night
wore on — and the dancers wore out.
The transport was contagious. It caught
me up, as you might remember — as it
did your brother from New Haven.** But
I could not get back. I was lucky to be able
to get Suzy home and then — to the of-
fice. Which proves that the more things
change, the more they are the same.

I brought to the wedding a token of my
esteem and regard for the new family, but
I forgot to leave it. I am enclosing it with
this note. I trust that you will transmit it
to the addressee — along with my fond
regards, in which Suzy joins me.

Before the wedding of my sister-in-law, and
Rabbi Hecht’s niece, Malka Hecht to Binyomin
Katz, Suzy also wrote to thank Rabbi Hecht:

é

Tammuz 10,5786 @  June 25, 2026

Abba and I look forward to seeing you
both at Malka’s wedding. We both hope
and know it will be a big success. You
must be very proud and happy.

Abba and I hope, by the way, that this
coming year will be better for you and

your family, and everybody.

I miss you terribly. Hope to see you again

soon.

Lots of love and regards, Suzy Edelstein

Following the wedding, Malka kept in touch
with Suzy, and the opportunity finally arose for
someone to study Hebrew with her:

I got your wonderful card. About the
Hebrew teaching, you'll have to make ar-
rangements with my darling father, Abba.
Of course, I'd love to learn Hebrew. Not
everyone gets a chance to. Do you know
for certain how long you'll be in New
York? Well, anyway, even if it’s not for a
Hebrew lesson, I could see you just for

more pleasure.

Once after Rabbi Hecht sent the Edelsteins’

Thanks very, very much for those won- Pesach provisions, he wrote:

derful Jewish books. I've read about one
book and a half of another. I find them to
be delightful and quite interesting. Even
though I did not open them up until just
yesterday, the books were very worth
waiting for. I love books, but these I will

treasure exceptionally.

21. At the wedding, someone displayed discomfort that
Suzy was in the men’s section, so Rabbi Hecht jokingly
placed on her head a yarmulka and named her Irving.

22. My father-in-law, Rabbi Moshe Hecht.
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My heartfelt thanks, and Suzy’s too, for
the two basic elements of the Seder. You
are so thoughtful! But, then, I repeat my-
self. Over and over again. It was a won-
derful surprise to come home and find
the Pesach remembrance. But, then, I
shouldn’t be surprised. It has happened

before.

Our fondest and best to you on the eve
of the coming Passover. I wish for each
member of your family the same joy that
I wish for my own. May each and all of us
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find our promised land!

Condolences to the Mayor

Over a decade later, in 1977, Rabbi Hecht
wrote that the Rebbe did not forget Suzy: In 1964, after the passing of Mayor Wagner’s

I sent in your little note I received during wife, the Rebbe sent his condolences, via tele-

Chanukah with the clipping from the Je- gram:

rusalem Post, to the Rebbe. He sent it out,
thanked me for sending it in to him, but,
then, added a question: “What'’s doing
with his daughter?” I didn’t answer. I felt
that I was not really the one to give the

answer.

I would like to suggest to you that you
drop a line to the Rebbe and perhaps
touch base with him, once again, and tell
him all about Suzy. It is important for you,
as well as for Suzy. I am sure you won't
feel sorry for it. You could get a lot more
from him than you could ever get from
me. I have just not been blessed with the
wisdom and G-dly powers of the Rebbe.
So, all you have to do is dictate a letter to
Rabbi M. M. Schneerson, 770 Eastern
Parkway, Brooklyn, NY.,, 11213, mark it
“personal” and you may rest assured you

will be getting an answer from him.

Be well and let us hope that all will go
smoothly for the new administration, so
that we could all see a little bit of “nachas”
for the next four years.

With all good wishes to you and with
fondest regards to Suzy, and looking for-
ward to the pleasure of sitting down again
with you at lunch in the very near future, I

remain, as ever,

3/5/64

Honorable Robert F. Wagner Gracie
Mansion 88th Street & East End Avenue
New York City

My dear Mayor:

I was grieved to learn of your bereave-
ment. Words cannot assuage the grief so
widely shared at the untimely passing of
Mrs. Wagner. Now that she has been laid
to her eternal rest, the infinite wisdom of
the Giver and Taker of life makes it possi-
ble to receive comfort and consolation. I
extend my profound sympathy to you and
the bereaved family. May you be spared
any sorrow in the future and be recom-

pensed with much good —

Menachem M. Schneerson (Lubavitcher

Rabbi)

The Rebbe’s aide, Dr. Nissan Mindel wrote to
Mr. Edelstein about the telegram to the mayor:

It will surely interest you to know that the
Rebbe today sent a personal message of
condolence to the Mayor on his sad be-
reavement, as per enclosed copy.

As the text of the message indicates, the
Rebbe delayed his message of sympathy
until after Mrs. Wagner’s interment. This
is in accord with the Jewish custom, as
stated in the Mishnah: “Do not console
the bereaved when his dead is before him”
(Avoth 4:18).
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With myriads of condolences messages sent
to the mayor, Mr. Edelstein made sure that the
Rebbe’s reached his desk, writing a memo to the
mayor’s personal aide:

The attached is a copy of a telegram that
went to the Mayor — this copy was sent
to me by Rabbi Schneerson who is the
Lubavitcher Rabbi.

This may not mean much to you, al-
though I am not sure of the limits and
extent of your knowledge in this field.
The Lubavitcher Rabbi is one of the great
figures in the super-orthodox wing of the
Jewish faith. He is, indeed, a most power-
ful and potent leader of a large flock, with

worldwide connections.

All the above is intended to convey that
if there are any special and personalized

Rabbi
ought to get one. I know that the Mayor

acknowledgments, Schneerson

would want him to get one.

After the mayor received the telegrammed

condolences, Mr. Edelstein responded to Dr. Min-
del:

I appreciate very much the goodness
and thoughtfulness of Rabbi Schneer-
son in causing to be sent to me a copy
of his message of condolence to Mayor
Wagner, who was, indeed, touched by its
sentiments, as he has since told me. It is a
moving message. I, too, was moved by this
death because I had first-hand knowledge
of the great powers exercised by this quiet
and modest lady.

I certainly appreciated the enlightenment
as to the basis of the Judaic tradition with
regard to consolation of the bereaved.
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Please convey my respectful admira-
tion to the esteemed, wise one, Rabbi

Schneerson.?

There to Assist

Over the coming years, Mr. Edelstein continued to
assist Chabad, if it was dealing with issues of race

in Crown Heights, or organizing visits from various
dignitaries to the Rebbe, such as Bobby Kennedy,
who was then running for the Democratic presiden-
.tial nomination

This included esrogim that got stuck at customs
before Sukkos. Rabbi Hecht reached out urgently to
Mr. Edelstein, who immediately made every effort
to have it cleared from customs and sent a telegram
:updating him

Have made contact with Commissioner
Brown who will contact Admiral Wills of
American Export Lines and do utmost to
unload Esrog in time for delivery to Rabbi
Jacobson by Sunday evening

Julius CC Edelstein Executive Assistant to
the Mayor

:When they were available to be picked up, he wrote

Esrogim have been unloaded and await pick
up at Pier 84. If not picked up by 4:30 PM
.will be closed for weekend

Julius C. C. Edelstein

Afterwards, Rabbi Yisroel Jacobson, whose mer-
chandise was stuck at the port, wrote to Mr. Edel-
:stein in 1964

23. From the archives of Mr. Edelstein and Teshurah Adar
6 5786.
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I'want to take this opportunity to extend

to you my personal thanks and apprecia-
tion for the valuable service that you have
rendered by using your strong influence and
office to help us procure the special kind of
Esrogim which are used especially by the
Lubavitcher dynasty and their Chassidim
for generations long

Being the responsible individual commis-
sioned for scores of years to supply these
Esrogim, I want to extend my thanks in
the same way I received thanks 35 years
ago, in the year 5690, 1929. When the
previous Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Joseph
I. Schneerson, of sainted memory, visited
America for the first time, I then presented
him with a most beautiful Esrog. At that
time the Rabbi gave me his holy blessing,
and a time later, when I had the opportuni-
ty to visit him again, he gave me an explana-
tion and the spiritual interpretation on the
*.precept of Esrog

24. In the Yiddishe Heim, issues 57-8, Rabbi Jacobson
described what happened:

The next year was the year the Rebbe was in
America. I ordered 30 Yanever esrogim. The
Rebbe ordered ten, plus lulavim and hadassim.

Then the Rebbe asked me where I got lu-
lavim. They grow bountifully here in Ameri-
ca, I informed him. “The lulavim and hadas-
sim I received from Europe are good ones,
but they are no longer fresh. They were along
way in traveling, and they came in Elul”

[The Rebbe told me, “Please get me a lulav —
of medium height, not too thin, with a straight
‘spine’ the branches tight and not spread out, no
‘kneplach’ [folder or naturally looped branches]
on top, there should still be ‘much’ opposite the
spine but no ‘shlesser’ [the branches of the lulav
should tightly hug its spine].” It was my great
honor and privilege that the Rebbe used the
“four kinds” that I provided.

QUK 'TIA

I would, therefore, at this time like to
extend to you my personal blessing (al-
though I am not as holy a man as the
Rabbi was, nevertheless, my blessing em-
anates from the depths of my heart, and
this is indeed very precious in the eyes
of G-d). I bless you that Almighty G-d
should give you great success in all your
endeavors, and you should be privileged
to utilize your very important position
that you hold, to do good to all those who
are in need of [the] same and for holy and

important purposes.

Now for the explanation: the Mitzvah of
Esrogand the other three species, namely,
the Lulav (palm branch), Hadassim (myr-
tles), and the Aravoth (willow branch),
is connected with the holiday of Sukkot
(Tabernacles). This holiday comes imme-
diately after the holidays of Rosh HaSha-
nah, the 10 Days of Penitence, and Yom

But the Rebbe more than repaid me. My oldest
daughter had had a bad fright in Russia before
we left, and since then her eyes seemed to be
slightly crossed, and it worried us. When I
brought her to the Rebbe for his holy blessing,
he said to her, “My child, look me in the eyes.” I
repeated the request to her, she obeyed, and the
Rebbe said, “Her eyes are perfectly straight” —
and so they remain to this day!

The Rebbe i1y repaid me doubly for providing
the “four species” he used on the Succos of
1929, although I felt myself privileged just by
the fact that he recited the blessings over them.
In addition to the holy blessing I received, I had
the great honor of having the Rebbe explain

to me the Kabbalah expressions in the passage
of the siddur Torah Ohr preceding the Hallel
prayer, which describes how to perform the
ritual na‘anuim — wavings of the lulav. A private
chassidus lesson was a very special privilege
indeed!
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Kippur, the Day of Atonement.

This means that after a person makes
an account for himself on the New Year,
Rosh HaShanah, about the year that has
gone by, considering what he should have
done, and what he could have done, and
what he actually did, and when he realizes
and proves to himself that this is far from
that which he should have done, comes a
week — seven days — of penitence, re-
gret for the iniquities of the past and sin-
cere resolutions and acceptance for the
year to come. Then comes the day of Yom
Kippur, the day of forgiveness for the sins
committed, because through this prepa-
ration, man is elevated on this day and is
likened to an angel — he doesn’t eat, he
doesn’t drink, but spends the entire day in
the synagogue, praying to Almighty G-d.

Following this comes the holiday of Suk-
kot. The person sits seven days in the Suk-
kah (for seven days completes the cycle of
an entire week, and this way of counting
is accepted by all humanity throughout
the world, subconsciously, for accord-
ing to our Holy Torah, in seven days G-d
created the world), and thus realizes that
an entire life upon earth is only a tem-
porary one, just as the Sukkah is only a
temporary dwelling place.”> When man
comes to this elevation and realization,

then all the classes of Jews, which are

25. See the Chida, Nachal Kedumim on Torah , Bereishis
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symbolized by the four species, are bound
together. The Esrog has a good taste and
fragrance, symbolizing the category of
Jews who possess the knowledge of Torah
and also good deeds; the Lulav (which is
a branch of a date tree) has a good taste,
but no fragrance, symbolizing the catego-
ry of people who possess the knowledge
of Torah, but lack the accomplishments
of good deeds; the Hadassim (myrtle)
have a beautiful fragrance, but no taste,
symbolizing the category that does good
deeds, but lacks the knowledge of Torah;
and the Aravoth (willow) has no taste and
no fragrance, symbolizing the category of
people who have no Torah and no good
deeds. Thus, all the categories of people

are bound together on one plateau.

After the completion of the aforemen-
tioned holidays, comes the joyous holiday
of Shmini Atzereth and Simchat Torah —
48 hours during which the Jew rejoices
with the Torah in various ways — when
he could fully appreciate his good fortune
in the fact that Almighty G-d presented
us with His precious gift, the Holy To-
rah, which is a guide to our daily life. The
Hebrew word Torah stems from the root
“Horoah,” which means “teach.” Accord-
ing to the measure in which the Jew is
elevated during the holidays of Rosh Ha-
Shanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot, in that
same measure he feels the great privilege
that was afforded him when Almighty
G-d gave him the Torah, and in accor-
dance with this, he expresses his joy and

happiness.

Please convey my warmest regards and
genuine appreciation to the Honorable
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Mayor Wagner for his cooperation in this
matter. I look forward to the opportunity
of meeting with you personally to be able
to extend to you my sincere appreciation
for what you have done on behalf of the

Lubavitcher community.
Cordially yours, Rabbi Israel Jacobson

. Edelstein responded to Rabbi Jacobson’s
letter:

I'want to thank you for your thoughtful let-
ter of November 11 and to apologize for
not having acknowledged it sooner. I had
put it aside for a time when I would have
the time to savor and absorb its meaning.
Today I have made occasion to do so. It
was indeed very meaningful to me. T hope
I shall have the opportunity to convey its
meaning to my daughter when she is able
to understand it.

I cannot begin to thank you enough for
your thoughtfulness in setting forth this
enriching lore. I did what 1 did about
the esrogim out of consideration for a
request by Rabbi Hecht on behalf of
the Lubavitcher, but I had no idea of the
meaning of the Esrog. I did read some-
thing of it in a book that was supplied [to]
me. The book, however, was very sketchy
and unsatisfactory in its references. Now I
know the facts, regardless of whether un-
derstanding of them is given to me.”®

26. From the archives of Mr. Edelstein and NCFJE.
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QUK 'TIA

A Greener Yom Kippur

When a few Jewish servicemen at the Unit-
ed States Air Force at the Thule, Greenland, army
base, in 1964, requested that the army send a
chaplain for Yom Kippur, they were taken by sur-
prise and they responded that they could not or-
ganize a chaplain on such a short notice. From the
early 1940s, the Rebbe saw it as an integral part
of Chabad’s mission to assist Jewish servicemen.
When the need for a Jewish chaplain in Green-
land was brought to his attention, he asked that
someone be dispatched to assist the 180 service-

men there.

This was on a Friday, September 11th, and
Yom Kippur would begin on the coming Tuesday.
With the cooperation of the Radio Corporation of
America, necessary communications were swiftly
made with the remote servicemen. It turned out
that a United States Air Force jet was leaving for
Thule on Sunday and was the only means of trans-
portation to Greenland before Yom Kippur.

The chaplain’s office in Washington, DC ap-
proved the trip, but whoever would go on an army
transport would need quick approval from the
Pentagon. The army said that it would take at least
four days.

Chabad in New York went into overdrive to
obtain immediate permission. The American Joint
Distribution Committee was contacted, but noth-
ing moved forward. They reached out directly to
President Lyndon Johnson with a telegram, but it
proved insufficient, someone would have to place
it on the president’s desk.

We were making a request at a hectic time in
Washington, DC. The attorney general Robert
Kennedy had just resigned; Eduardo Frei Mon-
talva, a candidate that the United States fiercely
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backed, was elected President of Chile; NASA
launched its first Orbital Geophysical Observato-
ry; the German Democratic Republic, the oppres-
sive Soviet sector of Berlin, began to permit short
visits to West Berlin; and the Palestinian Libera-
tion Army was formed.

Knowing that Mr. Edelstein had great respect
for the Rebbe, the Rebbe’s office turned to him
and he in turn reached out to his friend Hayes
Redmon, the president’s assistant press secretary.
It was a wild idea, but Mr. Redmon approached
the president, who immediately agreed that it
should be organized.

Congressman John W. McCormack, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, reached
out to Air Force Secretary Eugene M. Zuckert,
who ordered that the normal protocol reservation
procedures for the flight be waived. This all was
happening on Shabbos, so no one at 770 knew
how fast the wheels were turning.

The Rebbe was leading a farbrengen that
Shabbos, when a swarm of police ofhicers came
into 770. At the time, The Rebbe’s mother, Reb-
betzin Chana, was very ill, and the crowd became
alarmed, thinking that something happened to
her. The police asked for Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky,
one of the Rebbe’s secretaries. The White House
had been calling his office but when no one was
answering, the president ordered that someone
make immediate contact with 770. They reached
out to the local police precinct and here they were.
They told him that the Chabad representative, my
good friend Shmuel Lew, would be permitted to
go on the Air Force jet, which would leave on Sun-
day and return on Friday.

Later that day, the Rebbe’s mother passed
away. The Rebbe guided Shmuel to still go, and
gave him several guidelines. The trip was a success.

The Rebbe wrote to thank those who had helped,
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including President Johnson:

14th of Tishrei, 5725 (Sept. 20, 1964)
The Honorable

Lyndon B. Johnson

President of the United States

The White House

Washington, D.C.

Greeting and Blessing:

I have been informed of your taking a per-
sonal interest in the situation of the Jew-
ish personnel at Thule Air Base, who had
been left without a Jewish Chaplain for
Yom Kippur. I understand the matter was
brought to your attention by Mr. Julius
C. C. Edelstein who had contacted Mr.
Hayes Redman.

Thanks to the kind cooperation of the
honorable John. W. McCormack and Air
Force Secretary Eugene M. Zuckert, per-
mission and all facilities were speedily
granted to our emissary, Rabbi Shmuel
Lew, to fly to Thule for Yom Kippur.

Our emissary has now returned from his
spiritual errand, his mission successful-
ly accomplished. He praised very highly
the courtesy and cooperation extended
to him both at AcGuire?’ [sic] and Thule.
Rabbi Lew particularly emphasized the
profound gratitude of the Jewish person-
nel at Thule to you and to all concerned
for having remembered them in con-

nection with this most solemn day in

27. The McGuire Air Force Base in Burlington County,
New Jersey, from where Rabbi Lew flew to Greenland.
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the Jewish calendar. It has given them a

Unforgettable

great spiritual uplift and a warm feeling of

“at-homeness” even in that remote, arctic
toost ' Throughout the years, Rabbi Hecht kept reg-
outpost.
P ularly in touch with Mr. Edelstein. In tribute to

Please be assured of our grateful appreci- the Jewish leader, Mr. Edelstein once wrote to a

NCFJE dinner:

ation.

With prayerful wishes for your wellbeing. I'am happy to salute your service and

dedication to the cause of youth and their

Cordially yours, spiritual and educational fulfillment. In

The Rebbe sent a copy to Mr. Edelstein, who this work you are serving all your fellow

in turn sent me a copy, including his letter to Mr. men. Your work for the welfare of youth

Redmon in which he had written: consistent with the teachings of the

September 26, 1964
Mr. Hayes Redmon
The White House
Washington 25, D.C.
Dear Hayes:

Just in case the attached letter from Rab-
bi Schneerson, the Lubovitcher Rebi, was
not bucked* to you, I am sending you my
copy for such interest as it may have... es-

pecially since it mentions your name.

Your name is now recorded in the Lubo-
vitcher Heaven... and who knows what
the worth of that might not be?

Cordially,

Julius C. C. Edelstein
CC Yaakov Herzog
Mrs. Bomerder

Zeilingold, Shlomo

28. Meaning passed along to you.
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Lubavitch movement as led by the great
Rabbi Schneerson is being deservedly
recognized tonight. I am sure the occa-
sion will be a happy one.

In one of his meetings with Mr. Edelstein,

Rabbi Hecht told him about my father’s passing,

and he soon after sent his condolences:

March 23, 1989
Dear Asher:

[ trust you remember me, husband of the
late Rivka Bomberder, daughter of your
late Aunt Leah, of Bat Yam, Israel.

Yesterday I met, over lunch, with Rabbi
JJ. Hecht. He told me of the passing of
Uncle Shlomo. I can scarcely say how sad-
dened I was to hear the terrible news, al-
though I gather that it was a release from
pain. He was such a wonderful man and
such a good man, such a loving man, such
a deeply religious and dedicated man. I
will never forget him. Of course it is re-
grettable that we live in different worlds,
and hence, we had lost sight of each other.
Life is like that.



Last night I told Suzy, my daughter. She
was likewise saddened to hear of the
passing of Uncle Shlomo whom she re-
membered from years ago. We wish the
greatest possible comfort for you, your
sister and your mother, and all possible

surcease from grief.

The Wedding of Moshe Yitzchok and Miriam Leah Piekarski
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Please convey not only my regards but
those of my daughter Suzy to you and the
members of your family.

Most sincerely,

Julius
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Elul 5722.
PHOTO: LUBAVITCH ARCHIVES
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The following letters were written by Rabbi
Avraham Ber Blesofsky and comprises reports of
events in 770, including transcripts of Sichos, for
his friend Rabbi Asher Zeilingold who was then
a bochur shliach in Brunoy. The letters also in-
clude excerpts from Rabbi Blesofsky’s notebook
where he was noting down stories and proverbs
he heard. Selections from each have been trans-
lated for the English reading audience.
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1) When the Rebbe Rayatz arrived in Amer-
ica for the second time, in 1940, Rabbi Yis-
roel Jacobson and Rabbi Shmuel Levitin
were among those who boarded the ship as

soon as it docked and went in to see the Reb-

be.
The Rebbe told them that all his sufferings in

the Spalerno prison did not compare to his

sufferings under the Germans in Poland.

Then he told them that they should recite
the brachah of “Mechayeh Hameisim” with
Hashem’s name, and that they should tell all
those gathered there to do likewise. Rabbi Ja-
cobson announced on the microphone that

everyone should say the brachah.
The Rebbe also told Rabbi Jacobson: “We

will get through the ‘ceremony’... However,
what we need to do is take up the work of
spreading Torah and Yiddishkeit, here and
on the other side of the ocean. Yes, we argue
that we are exhausted, we have no strength,
but Hashem is He Who gives strength to the
weary. Every neshamah should praise Hash-
em, for every breath (neshimah) we must

praise Hashem.

2) Later, in 1943, the Rebbe told Rabbi Ja-
cobson: “Other than the first few days, I did

not relax for even fifteen minutes.”

3) Reb Pinchas Koritzer said: ““What to
you is hateful’ — your own negative charac-
ter traits are hateful, but ‘do not do to your
fellow” — we must look upon another with a

good eye.”

As the other passengers were disembark-
ing, the committee that had boarded the
ship with the government officials were
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The Captain respectfully asked the Reb-
be which he preferred — to be the first
to disembark, or the last. He held every-
thing up till the Rebbe gave his answer:
the last. There was a stretcher waiting for
the Rebbetzin Shterne Sora 1"y, the Reb-
be’s mother, who was recovering from
an operation. The Rebbe also sent word,
relayed through me to Chazan Shmuel
Kantaroff 1"y, who announced it over the
microphone, that those who were wait-
ing at the pier should recite, when they
caught sight of the Rebbe leaving the
boat, the benediction: o°nni 7°nn N2 —
Blessed is He Who gives life to the dead.
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received individually by the Rebbe in his
stateroom. When it was my turn, the Reb-
be said to me: “The sufferings | endured
in prison in Russia do not compare to the
torments of the 12 weeks | spent under
their rule. Now we will take care of the
formalities quickly, and get to our work
immediately. Our work is Torah and the
strengthening of Yiddishkeit here, and
Torah and Yiddishkeit overseas. As for
the contention that we are weak phys-
ically, that we have no strength — the
Almighty is, after all, n3 q3°% 1m1 — He
Who gives the weary strength.” It is writ-
ten 7-> 9900 mawan 95> — every soul shall
praise Him; for every breath, we must
give thanks and praise to G-d”.

During the course of one of my audiences
with the Rebbe a few years later, he told
me in these holy words: “Outside of the
first few days after my arrival here, | did
not waste 15 minutes.” He did not spare,
in other words, a quarter of an hour from
his work for Torah.
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various countries of southeastern Europe.
He came to this country in 1949.

:54 "y No Small Jew-2 312371 7o 277 19°0 12

As a fundraiser for the United Lubavitch-
er Yeshivoth, | would travel around the
globe, and in that capacity served as a
conduit of many businessmen and the
Rebbe. Famed Jewish activist Dr. Jacob
Griffel served for many years as an un-
official conduit between various religious
communities and the Rebbe. He would
regularly give the Rebbe reports of his
visits around the world, and the Rebbe
would follow up with community leaders
about their activities.
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Dr. Jacob Griffel, a member of the exec-
utive committee of the Union of Ortho-
dox Jewish Congregations of America,
died Tuesday in his home at 1206 Bergen
Street, Brooklyn. He was 62 years old.
Dr. Griffel was also on the board of di-
rectors of the union, and was a member
of its Overseas Commission. He held a
Doctorate in Jurisprudence from the Uni-
versity of Lvov, Ukraine, was a leader
in refugee relief work in Europe during
and after World War Il. He represented
the Vaad Hatzalah, a world-wide Jewish
relief organization. After escaping from
Poland ahead of the German invasion in
1939 he went to Palestine and later to
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1) It is said of the great chassidim that their
service began with Modeh Ani. That they re-
membered who is the ani (I) and Who is the
lefanecha (before Whom).

2) The Rebbe Rayatz said: ‘A full life with all
spiritual and material good does not com-
pare to the reward for kissing a Sefer Torah

even once.”

3) From either the Tzemach Tzedek or Reb
Hillel Paritcher: “He has more chumros than
hairs on his head.”
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Purim 5722.
PHOTO: LUBAVITCH ARCHIVES
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We were dancing after Mincha in the
lobby of 770. | was closest in the circle
to the Rebbe when the Rebbe emerged
from Gan Eden Hatachton. The Rebbe
handed me a large cream cake that he had
received for mishloach manos. Immedi-
ately everyone pounced on the cake, and
the whole thing fell on the floor. I did not
receive a single crumb.
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The first sicha was about the special char-
acter of Purim, that even when Moshiach
comes and all other festivals will be nullified,
Purim will not be nullified. The reason for
this is that the divine revelation that occurs
on Purim is greater than that of an ordinary
day in the era of Moshiach. The fact that we
do not sense this in no way detracts from it,
as is illustrated by the following story.

Here the Rebbe paused and remarked
with a smile: “I see that when we start a story,
everyone perks up.”

The Rebbe Rayatz recounted: Once the
Rebbe Rashab spoke with a maskil (member
of the Jewish ‘Enlightenment’ movement)
as they travelled to vacation. The maskil was
arguing that prophecy, and theology more
broadly, are incomprehensible. He was an
observant Jew, but these doubts had their ef-
fect on his practice too.

The Rebbe Rashab answered him: “Our
travels have three different intentions. The
passengers aim to add energy to their obser-
vance of Torah and Mitzvos. The wagon driv-
er hopes his wages will enable him to provide
for his household. While the horses think of
nothing higher than the hay that they will be

able to eat when we arrive.”

“Just because the horses know nothing of
angels, does not mean that there are no an-
gels” So too in all matters of Torah and Mitz-
vos, even though the horse — the animalistic
soul — does not always perceive, that does
not change the truth.
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As a Hillel director 1 would meet with
other Hillel directors so from time to
time | would bring them into New York
to be with the Rebbe. Often, | served as
an interpreter, because the Rebbe didn’t
want to speak in English. He could very
well but [chose not to (see Clear Vision
p. 140)]... From time to time, he would
correct me because | would choose the
wrong word, not quite the nuance that
he meant and he would say the English
word at that time.

The Rebbe turned to the students and
said, “Do you have any questions?” Pin-
ny Switzer, the Hillel student president,
who said, “What’s a Rebbe good for?”

Instead of getting b’rogez about it, the
Rebbe said: “It’s a good question, let me
tell you... But I can’t talk about myself,
I can only talk about my father-in-law.
You see, we are called eretz cheifetz, and
there all kinds of treasures in the earth.
And if you dig without knowing where to
dig you can get mud. You get rocks. But
if you go to a geologist and he tells you
where to dig you can find silver, that’s
the love of G-d; you can find gold, which
is the awe of G-d; you can find diamonds,
that’s faith... The rebbe is the geologist
of the soul. But digging you have to do
yourself.”
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Once someone asked the Rebbe Rayatz
at a farbrengen, “If the teachings of the Baal
Shem Tov are so necessary, why weren't they
revealed earlier?”

The Rebbe Rayatz answered, “Teeth are
necessary, so why aren’t we born with them?
Obviously, they come in when we need them.
So too the teachings of the Baal Shem Tov
were revealed when they became necessary.”
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This past week someone had a private
audience with the Rebbe. Perhaps you know
who he is. His name is [Rabbi Dr. Abraham]
Twersky. You certainly know his family. His
father is the Milwaukee Rebbe and has sever-
al sons. The one I'm talking about is a doctor
in Pittsburgh and he has some connection
with Chabad. Anyway, when he had his pri-
vate audience, (all this I know only approxi-
mately) the Rebbe told him to do something
and he said that if that’s the divine command
he will do it. So the Rebbe responded, “What
do you want, that winged angels should de-
scend from heaven to tell you?”
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I was by this Rebbe several times, rel-
atively short visits. The first time was
when | was a resident in Psychiatry, at
which time the Rebbe strongly urged me
to move to New York after I finished. He
said there were many problems for which
a psychiatrist was needed for people who
were Bnai Torah, and there was danger in
sending them to secular psychiatrists, and
my services would be sorely needed in
New York. | told the Rebbe that I could
not see myself surviving as a unique be-
ing. To be the only person to turn to in
a city like New York would have been
crushing. No day, no night, no Shabbos,
no Yom Tov, no nothing.
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For the first time selected excerpts
from various public addresses of the
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem
M. Schneerson, world leader of the
Lubavitcher movement, will be published
in New York in volume form. Preparation
of a second volume is already under way.
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1) Once, Rabbi Jacobson was discussing the
Rebbe with the Rebbe Rayatz, as they often
would, and Rabbi Jacobson shared some-
thing the Rebbe had told him. The Rebbe
Rayatz said, “Tell over everything he says, for
nothing he says is merely his. It all derives
from his vast Torah knowledge. He is fluent
in Talmud and commentaries, halachic au-
thorities, both earlier and later, midrash and
kabbalah, and all the works of chassidus.” (I

don’t remember the list exactly.)

2) A chassid wrote to the Rebbe asking
whether he should send his son to a mis-
nagdishe yeshivah, until he can send him to
Tomchei Temimim. Since there is no other
yeshivah in his city, perhaps it is better than
nothing, for otherwise he won't learn any-
thing at all. The Rebbe answered by editing
from “better than nothing” to “better than ab-
solutely nothing”.
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The Rebbe sort of smiled, then he
agreed...
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Then he made a siyum on Gemara Pe-
sachim, a whole pilpul in nigleh about re-
deeming the firstborn son, which comes up
at the end of Pesachim. Then he explained
that according to Chassidus, redeeming the
firstborn refers to the coming of Moshiach,
when our Father will redeem His children.
And he spoke about this at length with much
sobbing, (a bit like on Simchas Torah when
he spoke about the Jews in the USSR) and in
the middle he wiped his tears with the sleeve
of his kapote.
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Firstly, at the end of the second sichah,
when the Rebbe spoke about Moshiach,
about the redeeming of the firstborn, he said
that it has already been many years since the
Rebbe Rayatz said that we need only to pol-
ish the buttons; everything else is already
done. The Rebbe continued that all the end-
dates have already passed and the birth pangs
have been sufficient, and even more than suf-
ficient. He spoke about how Moshiach needs
to be a soul enclothed in a body. All this was
through tears (as I wrote to you before). ...

In general, it was a joyous farbrengen. I
can’t remember another time when the Reb-
be spoke so much about himself. For exam-
ple, he spoke about his birthday, which he
mentioned many times in the course of the

farbrengen.
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Chol Hamoed Pesach 5722.
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1) During the Rebbe Rayatz’s visit in Amer-
ica in 1930, Rabbi Jacobson brought some-
one to see him who was learned and attended
several farbrengens. When the Rebbe Rayatz
left, this individual started growing a beard
and learning Chassidus. When Rabbi Jacob-
son visited the Rebbe Rayatz in 1937, he
mentioned this person and the Rebbe Rayatz
told him: “Yes, I took him in the middle of
a maamar. I just gave him a look and he be-

came mine.”

2) Last night, I heard from Rabbi Zalman
Duchman that he heard from the Rebbe’s
mother yesterday: When the Rebbe was two
years old, he already recited Mah Nishtanah.
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One person we recruited at my sugges-
tion was Reb Shmuel Hein 5’y whom |
mentioned once before in this series. He
was a nephew of the learned chosid, the
Gaon and Rosh Yeshivah Rabbi Hirshel
Note 7y of Potchep, whose students
were also distinguished scholars. Reb
Shmuel had lived in America many years
and was affiliated with various secular
organizations; had, in fact, organized and
served as the director of some. He had
also, L’havdil, organized several Nusach
HoAri shuls in Brownsville. | felt that his
experience in community work might be
useful to us.

Reb Shmuel Hein showed a tremendous
growth in his relation to Torah and mitz-
vos. When | visited the Rebbe in Vienna
in 1937 | was able to give the Rebbe the
good news that Reb Shmuel Hein now
wears a full beard and payos, a long
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jacket, and since his retirement devotes
himself to learning Torah—Talmud and
Chassidus—constantly. The Rebbe was
not surprised. He said, “l know; when |
was in America | once gave him a look
as | was saying a ma’amar, and | saw
that ‘ich hab im ginumen’—I had drawn
him.”
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On the second day of Chol Hamoed,
Rabbi Yolles of Philadelphia made his annual
visit for the anniversary of the Rebbe’s bris.
At first he was talking with the Rebbe in shul,
but, as you probably recall, last year the Reb-
be told him that he doesn’t appreciate chaos
so they should go to the Rebbe’s room. This
year, too, he went up to the Rebbe during the
last kaddish and asked that the Rebbe speak
in the shul and there won’t be any pushing.
The Rebbe didn’t answer him, just gestured
towards the crowd and took him to his room.
He was in there for about forty-five minutes
and afterwards he told us one thing:

The Rebbe gave an explanation on the
gemara he had spoken about on Yud Aleph
Nissan. The gemara (Moed Katan 28a) re-
counts that Rav Yosef made a meal upon
reaching sixty years of age and his student
Abayye asked him why he did so. Reach-
ing sixty was significant because that meant
he had passed the age at which one passes
away if they receive the kares penalty. How-
ever, Abayye countered, sixty is past kares of
years, but Rav Yosef could technically receive
“kares of days’, that is kares in the form of
sudden death at any age. Rav Yosef respond-
ed, ‘At least take half in your hand.” (Mean-
ing, I have escaped at least one type of kares.)

(continued...)
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The Rebbe and Rabbi Yolles.
PHOTO: LUBAVITCH ARCHIVES
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The Rebbe explained: The word halfhere
alludes to what the Zohar says, that husband
and wife are each half a body, which matches
the two categories we're talking about. Years
are determined by the moon, so they refer to
the feminine Malchus; while days are deter-
mined by the sun, so they refer to the mascu-
line Ze'eir Anpin.

Thus Abayye is arguing: True, Rav Yo-
sef had completed the feminine service. The
masculine service, however, remains for him
to do, and it is the more difficult service,
particularly since the greater a person is, the

greater is their evil inclination.

Rav Yosef responds that since he suc-
ceeded in the first “half”, he will succeed in
the second “half” too.

When everyone got back from tahalu-
chah on Shvi'i Shel Pesach, they went upstairs
to attend the Rebbe’s Yom Tov meal. The
Rebbe said they should be given the honor of
starting a niggun and they chose Napoleon’s
March. The Rebbe said this was continuing
the earlier discussion about Chabad and (the
chassidim of) Poland. Someone remarked
that the chassidim Poland took the sense of
smell and then remarked that they also took
faith, and each time the Rebbe responded,
“What do you mean, ‘took’?”, that is, took
exclusively. Then the Rebbe said, “The Polish
(chassidim) say that Hoshiah is a Polish nig-
gun. Let’s make it a Chabad niggun,” and they
sang the niggun.

NN AR LWVIRD ]1"?DNJ 13231 ,7112°12 iy ishy!
.372m ]"71‘.') MTIX OTP MW mb Jwnna R

70

QUK 'TIA

BpYhR 297 N2 A0 n7mnT 2 or
7 ANWRIY L(NP720 01D) WIRY ODOYIRD DN
RPNOH NN MW YAR 17970272 927D IR
XI?1,770 °N22 37X WKW WK MK 1907 ANKR
WTIRD 720 KW ,PWIY 7 7M1 T2 IR
92T WUIRW WA NN 13277 WOTRI V3NN
MIR 7Y R? W7IRY,WAIYDW O XD 1797022
T2 MY oM mP L, 09wn Yy 1 AR PN
/K 9327 9D°0 27MRY .AVY Y37 73 T2 oW M
MITIX 10°1 K72 9277w 771 DY BN 103 7 IRY
I PR ROM ¥ ATIYO 102V OV W, KIDAT
MPT NI O°IWT NI 3 27037 51 PAR 12 1K)
(@Y R"Y 079 J0R TV 7102 K177 /DAT) ,2°D1°)
WIR IR (W7Y) T2 RAPD R0 0PI 12 N
X”D WK LK) XDIA 39D PWw2n X X0 PIvw
PV om BV ORP DWW PIVY,(XDIA 29D 07 On
2172 1987 192 21737 Dow NI LR"T DY ORp 0
112 IRW N KT D10 P9y 12 57
('on7 ATy D) onn 0w N1oM M PUDIT
2w ,(R”T7 7TIAYIN) 2°D3 O NPT NN Pax
VIPI A0 17 YW a1 L5710 9173 1% Tan
D1, XD 27D NWDn ,XIVD T1°2 RAPD KD
JPANW TMRE IR 191 DIPI R N

6761 WX MW 7137271 72 227 "nnow
Y20 X 101 DRYO 7 1972 29700 oTIp
X NPIMIIA 0 2173 w1372 INY? 19 INT MO0
PAW VWA NewR O WP 01D NPHwal 0
JR 2w

WIR IR MW 09N MR D7 Oy aw
5y 190w PR 17107 XPNOH (MYOMA 'ynY)

NAIRD MPOW IR L0VOR° TR oeR 20 .130
72281321 'y ,nnonn

.32 'y 286 "y 2" n™in 131

JIVOOR2 72w W I navan aw a9k .132
ONPIRD



The Wedding of Moshe Yitzchok and Miriam Leah Piekarski @  Tammuz 10,5786 @  June 25, 2026

1) It is said in the name of Reb Shmuel Gro-
nem Esterman, that originally the Alter Reb-
be wanted to call his followers Baalei Teshu-
vah, but he chose to call them chassidim so
that their opponents could consider them-
selves just not chassidim, not exceedingly pi-
ous. If he had called his followers Baalei Te-
shuvah then the opponents would be forced
to consider themselves wicked.

2) Once, either the Rebbe or the Rebbe
Rayatz was together with a Polish Rebbe.
Someone came in and the Polish Rebbe en-
gaged in some sort of superficial shtick. After
this person left, the Rebbe (or Rebbe Rayatz)
said to him, “Did you know Lavan?”
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1) Someone once told the Rebbe that as a
result of them sharing Chassidus in shul they
benefited physically (I think they found a
shidduch). The Rebbe responded, “If only
everyone knew that it is literally a physical
benefit too.

2) At a farbrengen, the point is not so much
what one hears as much as what one sees. ..
This is similar to a difference in terminology
between the Talmud and the Zohar. When a
proof is brought in the Talmud, it says “come
and hear”, while in Zohar it says “come and
see”. Let this suffice for the understanding. (I
heard this from Sholom Morozov.)
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1) Before the Rebbe’s chuppah he went in to
the Rebbe Rayatz for a brief talk. Afterwards,
the Rebbe Rayatz tied the gartel around the
Rebbe and said that he would've wanted to
say the brachah of “Ozer Yisroel Bigevurah”
(“Who girds Israel with strength”) if he had
not already said it in the morning blessings

that day.

2) From the Rebbe Rayatz at farbrengen:
There is reason to believe that the souls of to-
day are lofty souls, in order that they be capa-
ble of withstanding the difficulty of exile.
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Lag Beomer 5722.
PHOTO: LUBAVITCH ARCHIVES
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When the Rebbe spoke about Ufaratzta,
regarding supporters of Torah, that they
should donate without regard to rational
limitations or even limitations beyond that,
he spoke about the buildings in England and
Eretz Yisroel. He praised Reb Zelig Slonim
greatly (without mentioning his name).
Then he said that presumably this will not re-
sult in any additional arrogance, even though
there are several minyanim of Jews here. He
said of Rabbi Slonim: “One person took it
upon himself, ignoring all those who laughed
at him. He built buildings which are already
standing, apartments, shuls etc. etc. etc. And
perhaps this is because he comes from the
family of the Rebbes.”

The lesson from this is that even one
person can do all this. We saw this in Mon-
treal too. Fortunate is he who grabs the op-
portunity to work on this in places that have
yet to begin. The Rebbe mentioned the girls’
school in France and spoke about the special

status of women. ...

Lately, at Kos Shel Brachah, the routine
is that we sing. This began already while you
were still here. Reb Moshe Teleshevsky sings,
and obviously everyone joins in. The Rebbe
paused in the middle of Kos Shel Brachah
and started gesturing with his hand to the
singing, and even actually dancing, to the
point that wine was spilling out of the cup
he was holding. Then he grabbed hold of one
Pushtach and started dancing with him. Per-
haps you know him. I mentioned him in my
letter about the Pesach Sedarim. Engel and
Shlomo Cunin brought him to Chabad.
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I forgot to tell you, yesterday the Ohel
Moshe yeshivah in Boro Park was here and
the Rebbe spoke about the gemara they were
studying, about lashes.

[ heard that one of the students asked the
Rebbe, how it could be that they send rock-
ets up into the heavens? Doesn't the verse say
“the heavens, the heavens belong to G-d™?
And the Rebbe responded that they send
rockets up into the atmosphere, not into the
heavens.

you to contradict the statement in the To-
rah “the Heavens belong to G-d, and the
earth He gave to the children of man.™

Actually there is no contradiction at all,
if you consider the term “earth” not in
the narrow sense referring only to our
globe but in its proper sense, as meant in
this verse, which includes also the atmo-
sphere and the whole physical universe,
with which mankind is concerned and
directly affected by. We must not con-
fuse the terms “Heaven” and the “plan-
ets.” The stars, planets, moon, etc. are
not called “Heaven,” since “Heaven” is
something spiritual, whereas those plan-
ets are physical and belong in the physi-
cal universe.

The fact that G-d created the so-called
heavenly bodies to serve our world, and
to give light, warmth, and energy to it,
and placed them in the firmament of the
sky at a certain distance from our earth,
does not preclude man’s attempt to learn
all about them. Similarly, when the Torah
states that G-d placed the moon in the sky
so to give light on earth?, this does not
exclude the possibility of man’s landing
on it at some future time. The meaning of
the verse “the Heavens belong to G-d,”
etc., is in the sense that while G-d is ev-
erywhere, including the Heavens, man
was placed in the physical universe, and
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I received your letter of April 24th, in
which you write about the apparent con-
tradiction between the latest scientific
attempts to penetrate outer space, espe-
cially reaching the moon, which seems to
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When the Rebbe Rashab was travelling
to Rostov to take up residence there, he said
that Rostov is not like Lubavitch because
there is evil there. True, we have no connec-
tion to it, but we know it’s there and it is evil
that we know.

_

Peace and much blessing. After asking af-
ter your wellbeing. I received your letter on
time and thank you. Probably you already re-
ceived Shmuel’s letter with his account of the
farbrengen of Shabbos Mevorchim, so I will
not write to you of that, just of one special as-
pect that I remember. The Rebbe said, “It is
the ufruf of Reb Ber Chein (meaning, of his
son Reb Mordechai) of the Russian refugees”
and instructed that they sing “Mimitzrayim”.
Then he said, “It should be a good beginning
for the others,” and told all the Russians to

say “Ichaim”.
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I also recall when Avrohom, many years
ago, wanted to grow a beard, he asked
the Rebbe if he could do so. I have since
asked many people to guess what the
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is part of it, and, therefore, must make the
most of it, as long as there is life on this
earth. There is nothing in actual scientif-
ic experiments and accomplishments that
contradict the Torah, nor is there such a
possibility since the Torah is Truth.
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Monday night, the night before they left
for camp, the Rebbe called Yaakov Hanoka
in for a private audience. He was in there for
about half an hour and then he also went to
camp. Among other things, the Rebbe told
him that he should finish college, and said
that if he has initials after his name, then his
words will be heeded more and he will be
able to accomplish more for Yiddishkeit. The
Rebbe also told him to go to camp. ...

Last Sunday, Erev Rosh Chodesh, when
the Rebbe returned from the Ohel, there was
a woman with a child and she requested a
brachah for her child. The Rebbe told her to
go to the office, but she wouldn't let up. The
Rebbe told her several times to go to the of-
fice and write the child’s name. “Without a

name I cannot give a brachah’
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Rebbe answered and not one has ever got
the right answer. He replied, “You must
ask your mother.”
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Before I write the sichos for you, I'll write
about the “atmosphere”. In the middle of the
farbrengen Reb Yitzchok Dubov began to
sing “Yomim Al Yemei Melech Tosif” (‘Add
Days to the Days of the King) and the Reb-
be’s face changed. Then he said, “Nu, help
him.” There was also sheva brachos for Mor-
dechai Chein and after sheva brachos the
Rebbe said, “This is a Russian sheva brachos;
we should sing Uforatzto,” and they sang and
the rebbe gestured with his hand a lot. Then
he said to sing “Ki Vesimchah Seitzeiu” (“For
With Joy You Will Go Out”) for the Rus-
sians. He gestured a lot with his hand. In the
middle he stood up and danced a while and
then left while they were still singing that nig-
gun (as this was at the end of the farbrengen).
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leave the camp and to spend Shabbos at
Crown Heights in order to meet Hilary.
(We did not know about this.) ...

On the following evening, Sunday, there
was a Farbrengen at ‘770,” during the
course of which the Rebbe called me
up to the top table. He handed me some
Lekach (cake) and indicated that I should
give this to my daughter. | was told by
Rabbi Dvorkin that this signified a bless-
ing for a Shidduch.

This pleased me very much, but I obvi-
ously did not expect the Rebbe’s Brocha
to be fulfilled with so much haste and
speed.

Next day, Monday, Hilary and Shmuel
met again for the second time.

That night, | received a message that the
Rebbe desired to see Roselyn and me
straight away. Roselyn refused. She had
a bad headache, was already prepared
for bed and was generally upset with this
‘Shmuel” business. She did not wish any
further involvement - so | went alone.

I admit | do not remember much about
this Yechidus. Events were moving too
fast for me. | was being carried along by
the current of circumstances over which
I had no control. The Rebbe suggested
that it should take place in the month of
Tishrei or in Tammuz. | surmised that
the Rebbe was discussing the Tenoyim
(engagement) but the Rebbe was talking
about the WEDDING - and neither Rose-
Iyn nor I had yet made Shmuel’s acquain-
tance. ...
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Hilary, as usual, accompanied us to
Brooklyn. Avrohom met us at the airport
and imparted to us all the latest flows and
events about ‘770.” He kept interspersing
his remarks with the name of one special
friend. Shmuel Lew who seemed to be
the paragon of all virtues, a Talmid Cho-
chom of the highest degree, athletic and
very good looking. ...

Meanwhile, there was an undercurrent of
great activity going on with Rabbi Shem
Tov and Avrohom, whispering and plot-
ting in corners. | heard later that they
also involved the Rebbe. Shmuel was a
counselor at the Lubavitch camp in the
Catskills. The Rebbe had advised him to
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As you requested, I will write of the “be-
tween” the sichos. In the middle of the far-
brengen, the Rebbe wanted to give mashkeh
to Zalman Jaffe, the father of Avraham Jaffe
(and Shmuel’s future father-in-law). Zalman
Jaffe preferred a different mashkeh, which he
had given to the Rebbe before the farbren-
gen. The Rebbe jokingly said, “Don’t mix
into the management here; it’s enough that in
Manchester you mix in, here you can leave it
to me.” Then a bit later the Rebbe said, “No
hard feelings.”

Reb Zalman Duchman told the Rebbe
that in 1927 the meal to celebrate the Rebbe
Rayatz’s release was kept quiet, and today it is
able to be publicized. The Rebbe responded
(earnestly), “You call this publicized?” and
gestured dismissively with his hand.
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His father, of saintly memory, was once
asked, “What is a Chosid?” and he re-
plied, “A Chosid is a ‘street-lamp light-
er.”” (In olden days there used to be a
man whose job was to light the street-
lamps by means of a light which he car-
ried at the end of a long pole). The lamps
were there in readiness, but they needed
to be lit. Sometimes the lamps are not as
easily accessible as lamps on street cor-
ners; there are lamps in forsaken plac-
es, or at sea, but there must be someone
to light even those lamps, so that they
should not be wasted, but should light up
the path of others.

It is written, “the soul of man is the lamp
of G-d.” It is also written, “A Mitzvah is
a candle, and the Torah is the light.”

A Chosid is one who puts his personal
affairs aside and goes around lighting
up the souls of Jews with the light of the
Torah and Mitzvoth. Jewish souls are in
readiness to be lit; sometimes they are
around the corner, sometimes they are in
a desert or at sea. There must be someone
who, disregarding one’s own comforts
and conveniences, will go out to put a
light to those “lamps.” This is the func-
tion of a true Chosid.

The message is obvious. | will only add
that this function is not really limited to
Chasidim, but it is the function of every
Jew, and sooner or later all Jews will be
Chasidim in this and in every other sense.
Divine Providence sends Jews to the
most unexpected places in order that they
should carry out this function.

May G-d grant that each and every one
of us be a dedicated “street-lamp light-
er,” and fulfil his or her duty with joy and
gladness of heart.
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I was privileged to hear from my father-
in-law of saintly memory the following
story, which has an important message
for all of us:
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When it came time for blowing the Sho-
far, the Rebbe instructed that all the Russian
Jews should come up to the bimah with him.
On the second day he called up Berel Fut-
erfas (Reb Mendel’s son) and Mottel Chein
(Berke’s son), so that they would also be on
the bimah for the shofar-blowing. This year
the Rebbe cried, but not that much, and he
blew the shofar for all the “seated tekiyos”
on both days without any difficulty. He cried
during the Haftorah both days. During dav-
ening, we only sang “Avinu Malkeinu”. Tash-
lich was as usual.
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Thank you for
celebrating this
special simchah

with us!

The Piekarski and Libman Families





