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TO THE REBBE SHLITA,

1 am most pleased to report to the Rebbe Shlita that the two Chanukah events
we hosted in the Valley came off with extraordinary success.

On Motzai Shabbos Chanukah we had a family Latke Festival at the Blauner
Youth Center. There was an overwhelming crowd in attendance (between 350-500
people) and many people couldn't get into the facility due to the large crowds.
Following Havdalah, the Chanukah candles were lit, the story of Chanukah dramatically
told and a combination children and adults program was held with a live band, dancing
etc. The evening was received most enthusiastically.

On Sunday we had our program at a large elegant shopping center in the Valley
entitled "Chanukah at the Gallaria". There seemed to have been a larger crowd
this year than even last year. (Last year's crowd was estimated at 12,000.) Rabbi
Cunin was present with Mr. Elliot Gould who kindled the beautifui 25 foot Menorah
while thousand cheered on from the three floors surrounding and overlooking the
center area of the mall where the festivities were held. It is noteworthy to point
out that Mr. Gould put on Tefilin accompanied with a public announcement to that
effect. The management of the shopping center was most pleased with the event
as it drew "an unprecedented number of shoppers to the mall". Interestingly enough,
the management requested that we do similar events on other Jewish Holidays and
not wait until next Chanukah to recreate this experience.

In addition to the kindling of the Menorah and the entertainment, many names
were secured for Sefer Torah and Mivtza Tefilin was most successful (until Shkeiyah).

There was an incredible feeling of exhilaration and pride throughout the entire
afternoon and it was a true Kiddush Hashem and Kiddush Shem Chabad.

Yehoshua Binyomin ben Miriam Gordon
Chabad of the Valley
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