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Growing up in Montreal in the 1970s, I was deeply aware of the burgeoning women's
liberation movement and, to some extent, drawn to its ideals. At the same time, I was frequently
listening to the Rebbe's public addresses via audio hookups at the Lubavitch Yeshiva. Fluent in
Yiddish, I repeatedly heard messages on various occasions that consistently emphasized and
expounded upon the profound power of Jewish women throughout history and, equally, in the
present day.

I particularly recall hearing about Queen Esther, her tremendous sacrifice and
subsequent success for our people. It struck me, even as a teenager, that the Rebbe was - and is - a
true Jewish feminist in the most positive sense of the word. He empowered us women, clarifying
our crucial position in the home, with our children, and within the community, all of which
positively affects the world at large. Whether or not this was intended to counter the prevailing
women's lib "propaganda," it undeniably resonated with me and my budding femininity. This
inspiration, and its perfect timing, profoundly shaped my life and deeply endeared me to the
Rebbe and his cause. As time went on, I listened even more carefully to his holy words, especially
those related to women's topics.

Years later, my husband Moshe and I were on shlichut in Albany, NY, where I was
balancing family life with my communal involvement. In 1983, shortly after having a baby, I heard
the Rebbe speak about the five daughters of Zelophehad. He highlighted their immense love for
the land of Israel and how G-d Himself declared to Moses that they were "100% right," even though
Moses initially thought otherwise and they insisted. This message alone held immense
significance for me.

But the Rebbe took it a step further. He asked that women sign a petition affirming that
Eretz Yisrael belongs to the Jewish people. He explained that since we, the women of today,
possess the same reincarnated souls as the women in Egypt, we too should demand from G-d that
Eretz Yisrael remain in our hands, and that we should not give up any of it - a political
consideration at the time. For some reason, this petition signing and its underlying message
simply blew me away. I couldn't get over what the Rebbe was saying and asking us to do, following
in the footsteps of these righteous women. He was tapping into the spiritual power of women and
uniting us in this crucial project.

I had always intended to thank the Rebbe in general, but I had never actually done it. This
time was different; I was on fire. I promptly took pen and paper and wrote these exact words to the
Rebbe:

"Dear Rebbe, Thank you so much for all that you do for us women in general and for me in
particular.”

I signed my mother's name and my own. There were no requests or other remarks in the
letter. I mailed it off to 770, telling no one. I truly thought it was private, just between the Rebbe
and me. I got busy, as usual, and completely forgot about it, not expecting a response since there
were no questions.



Then, one day shortly thereafter, someone bringing
up my mail called out, "Hey, you have a letter from the
Rebbe!" I knew we had already received the Rebbe's
congratulatory blessing for our new baby daughter's birth.
"And it's addressed just to you, Mrs. C.," he added, as other
letters were typically addressed to both my husband and me.
That's when the shock set in. I connected the dots.

I was in such tremendous, understated awe. The
Rebbe had a massive amount of important, urgent, and
time-sensitive mail (this was before email and modern
technology). Every letter required his time and full attention.
Why would he take the time he truly didn't have to
acknowledge and answer a "silly" little thank you note that I
needed to write and share, but that he absolutely didn't need
to receive or read? And yet, I received a small note, dictated
by the Rebbe and handwritten by his secretary, Rabbi Groner,
containing a general blessing for success and an assurance
that he would remember it at the Ohel of his Father-in-law.

Now, I was beyond blown away all over again. I just
couldn't get over it. Talk about recognition, acknowledgment, and being heard par excellence!
And then some. What a great lesson, from the great, for little me!

A Prior Encounter

A number of years before, my husband and I had written to the Rebbe, and Baruch
Hashem, we got engaged on the Friday of the annual Nshei Chabad Convention before Shavuot.
On Sunday night, the highlight of the convention, the Rebbe addressed us downstairs in 770. It
was a tremendous experience; I truly felt I was at Har Sinai. After this holy experience, all the
out-of-town convention delegates were
allowed to pass by the Rebbe and hand in
a small note. When I passed, the Rebbe
looked up, smiled a huge Rebbe smile, and
said, "Mazel Tov" to me!

I was quite taken aback. The Rebbe hadn't
seen me since my Bas Mitzvah, about
eight years prior, yet he greeted me
knowingly. I shouldn't have been
surprised at all, but I was, and so very
grateful. Ashreinu! How fortunate are

we!
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