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We are writing to the xv*7w a0 to ask for the xv*7w a1 ‘s nndon and n>12a on our decision to buy a house. The house is a 4-
family home at 852 Eastern Parkway (between Kingston and Albany) and is owned by Rabbi Avrohom Brody (now living in
Florida), and his mother.
After nwn of this year we decided to seriously consider purchasing a home. We preferred this block (on which we have been
residing over 6 years). We entered into negotiations on this home in pwn, and although we looked into other homes our final
decision is on this home. We have had it inspected, and our lawyer is Mr. Ephraim Hecht n”, who has been very helpful to us.
We are presently living at 814 Eastern Parkway in 7 rooms, 2 of which are nearly exclusively furnished and used for nxon
purposes by my husband 'xn nnan and myself.
2Ix'7a, our decision to buy a home was based in view of:
a: a growing family n"a
b: for n¥on - to have more space in order to increase on our activities which we have limited to an extent the past few
years, one of the reasons because of a lack of space. also as owners we will have more liberty to use our home for the
types of nxon we choose to involve ourselves in, which we have not always felt at liberty to do so in the past.
c: and as a wise economic investment.
Our decision to buy this type of home in general and this home in particular is our strong feeling that it will n"tva fulfill all the
above needs.

It is our hope to occupy in the beginning a little more than one apartment and n"'x when we will have a greater need for
expansion and more financial means, we will be able to occupy more rooms in the house.

Originally the price of the house was going to be $46,000.00. We are assuming the previous $24,000.00 mortgage, the interest
of which will be upgraded to 9.34%. We will have to give only $7,000.00 cash down payment - which is a great advantage to us,
and the remaining money will be paid out to Avrohom Brody over 10 years.

Originally this 10 year mortgage was going to be $15,000.00 with a xj7o'v 'n'n to charge the current bank interest. Although

Rav Dworkin said we could go to another rav to draw up a xo'v 'n'n, he does not hold of it, and he preferred that the interest
of the second mortgage be included in the price of the house. This brings the total price of the house to approximately
$54,000.00 and the private mortgage remains at approximately $23,000.00 over a 10 year period at no interest Rate
The house is basically in good functioning order but has a number of violations which we are assuming,

One advantage of these 4 family homes is that generally the income from the rents helps cover most of the mortgage and
expenses.

| would now like to briefly explain to the xv'?w 'an our financial situation of which | have never written before.

Since our marriage X"7wn 1inn 1" we have been greatly involved in n¥on in many aspects, and even where it has involved
great expenses on our part etc. Once 3'xn nnin became very involved in his n¥on projects about 5 years ago, he has worked
very hard to earn enough money:
a: to cover our basic necessities according to his understanding and from this money we also generally gave npTx.
b: the remaining money which he earned was spent mostly on his n¥on projects. this has in the past 5-6 years to close to
$40,000.00 from his own money, besides ... program money which he used to have.
We never felt the need to save money for ourselves. nimwaa we live simply although b”h not nixn¥a. Although it has been hard
at times, | was and still am generally n'>on with this pattern of how the money is used, and | share nnin’s strong feeling that all
extra monies should be used for nxon,
Therefore we would like to ask the xv7w 1an for a Berocho that we should be able to have enough money:
a: for our family needs which are b”h increasing
b: to finance our home
c: to have plenty of extra money for n¥on through our family activities such as in increase in 121 o*n1Ix no1Y’, etc., and
d: also so that onin can continue and expand in his activities.

It is our sincere desire that through the purchase of this home and with the xu'7w '27’s n>1a that our move should be a n>1a n'o
for us and our children, that we will be bentched niraninar nimwaa, and that together with our children will be able to continue to
dedicate ourselves with new and increased energies.

We have an appointment for today bez’h to go to contract and we are asking the xvu'7w a1 ‘s nd>1a on all the above, and that it
should all be nay nn%xna.
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The way | understand the Maanah is that while mommy makes it clear that totty has been reluctant to go out and
ask for a job in a moissed (especially after his frustrating experience in the previous Moised ... when they were not
able to pay their bills at all etc...) the rebbe is saying it's a “MUST” to actively pursuit a job that will take full
advantage of your qualities and one cannot wait for the opportunity to “knock” on their door .... - Mommy related
to me: that when she received the Rebbes answer she knew she had to share with totty her original letter as well.
totty never expressed any disappointment or another word with what she wrote to the Rebbe about him but rather
took the Rebbes answer to heart, made a copy of it and placed it in front of his desk to be mindful of it everyday...
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I am writing the following letter with the Haskamah of my husband, "172 nan ""n |2 |nd>n 7'&n nnan, and on behalf of both of
us.

1. I think I am now expecting again (towards the end of my second month). .... If so we would appreciate receiving the
niM2 of the X"v™w a0 for a healthy pregnancy and a healthy baby naamn 7521 2" ima.

nnm would also appreciate receiving the n>a of the x"v7w a0 for a son, as we have n"a 6 daughters - n"yjp- and no
sons. Our daughters are all n"aa source of great nna to us, and we thank n"apn that they are n"a all healthy and full of
'IDI DY DX N0 NI NRNWD

2. a few weeks ago | wrote the X"0"7w a0 that nnan is now looking for a job. We explored various possibilities and 1j'va
we would like something that would bring in good noi1o and at the same time be a unique |y in nxon, and also suit
nnm’s ninnws and personality, and also something in which | can also help him. We thought of the following 2 ny

a. to start a hotel fot o'nnux of w"ax. two doors away from our house is a 4 story house with 8 small apartments (3-4
rooms [each]). It is presently occupied by only non jews. The selling price is 65,000. And the terms are reasonable. As of
a few weeks ago, we spoke to the landlord and it was still available.

Since the time we bought our house with the nip1a of the x"v*7w 'a1 — nnan has proven to be exceptionally skilled in
managing and maintaining it. We therefore feel that this |2y might be appropriate for us to get involved in.

In addition the location would be extremely suitable, as it is less that a bloch away from 770,

Does the x"u'7w a0 feel that we should intrest ourselves in the above? If so, we would appreciate receiving the 1N
x"u"7w's nid1a that we should be able to get out all the current tenants ni?win 1012 and that we will be able to raise the
necessary funds to begin it. And that it should be a source of nanana noio.

b. to start a Toin. We would both like to begin a new T10In — to set up torah education classes for adults, throughout the
metropolitan area, and to send out paid couples to teach yiddishkeit to organized groups throught these areas (approx.. 2
evenings a month). If the X"v"yw 11 gives us a n>1a for N2 nn'xn, on this we would n"rva begin developing it right
away, and gradually try to build it up to be a strong Tom both in ni>*x1 nimod.

3. on rmn T is n"a our 10" anniversary. At this time we would like to express our deepest and sincerest gratitude tp the
x"u'7w N for all the time, guidance, and ni>1a — which have all been o' — that we and the children have received
from the x"v"tw a0 for both our personal and nxon needs.

May we continue to be noit to work with the nini> of the x"u'7w a1 and the ni>1a for good health and nirwaa nintwy
nINMAL.

NX1y'n N2 "YW TNOX

mn"n |2 [NdN A'RN DNIN
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Asking for Geulah like a child - The real deal!
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Farbrengen on Rosh Chodesh can bring Moshiach M 1‘339;';1; - &

OYRT -Q‘]_L-'Tlc =727 :TMRY-

Throughout Golus so many Mitzvos have been performed, and yet Moshiach I "1.1"?’1 ] :-h:*n'n:m
has still not arrived, we don't know exactly which Mitzvah is needed to tip the =)0 'IWVD"IT"K o __D - ﬁ'ﬂ’ 10X
scale and bring the Geulah $b3n N DR -0T-YMORT LW
Therefore our approach must be to continue looking for ways to add in every 122 — §0n I9-YIP AR PRW: [

NI -0l "]1!9”7 oMy
e 1 I P

possible Mitzvah.
A practical suggestion connected to the time: | 3Ua-0 v {ze -DIWRRY
~RRTT RUID =4 9 : xm#‘

In every community and Every shul there should be a farbrengen gathering - iy
Every Rosh Chodesh - in which all participants will Bentch each other with all "IN UK
-wmn PRI, 223w-Mnra p-121-

good NId1], and to discuss Torah, and take on niv'7nin together. ‘1
The gathering should also be connected nj7Tx which has a special power to EQZJJJ; 'ID.DE'D_‘DW'IHD mwna;g)-
bring about the n7ixa. a2 222 "_'Q_BDJ' bw'*n'l":;
This will certainly hasten the coming of Moshiach and we will be led by the 3-—‘7'?’ % :;;;i,;’ ‘_mn ot
" 0 o W "’
I
Rebbe towards the Geulah! ‘):: Ay R WK - T‘: -—,".'D‘l:'?’l

nw‘mwnn’ '73'7'71' mawa maan

W ']mmv'x"_gm T2~ NI
Tannw. 5w - mmymnn- ':35 2

g Al bl A

nmmm DX WpRY ORI -
a D) -0'2724T0N wm

>
U0y v - Wpa¥n nrny oy
DX -N2PRY 1218 7M1 pvam'n

'1'71xn
mrag mawd 'Qw-vx‘r “Q'EJ‘ F
AT 1T T B

’z,gl- ~n’71tm XD ~7R rem
& Tony-To m- JRND- 121N

T S b TN B - Lataiis
IPmIE DY TRENSSENE-RRW (WD B
A9 :0°77N

RN BN R (K7D
= a0 3199 IR =)L =hilni
Q°2ynn 22 PR -n*mb— bIR2 NXY D DIV RN 2237 IRIT270R

Yon mﬁ‘m-nmﬁ*m Y34021Y 3PN TN 2P u*‘m Tovox "alpy -
famn Sw abnxynn

PYWN 1D N7 - MBWAT 032 MA25 AN Page |42 7y 0192 1M N DM A AN 30N 370



BTIP Nupn TINR DMl A INPINTYI 7N

S Prn 8IS D ARy

JYPINTVS 1T npN 2 PN B2 1IN N2wd wyn
2w npbnon

A novel idea to ensure one remains

effective in the heavens even after R Gys 4119 D.., ywaﬂr e

one has passed away IRP MINR)- 153»735 W2V MR WK

WY ) eI Ty e 0w

X n?wm,‘ DR-RQ*-77 :p-rw—qg‘p
— 7R3 X5 Py -mm-n -IMpYnon

MRS Nnw- IRV MR AT R

There is a well-known story told about a
great person who promised that when

he passes away, he will continue to i
’ TwR-Inbynb-

storm the heavens that Hashem must 2 R2-INTY 7o) N7I-

) ) yaa '7“3’3“ "m:w‘7 15 o
bring the Geuah! As time has passed and —1)> 88 SR B

Moshiach had not come, another great “IMJ: . '7 3 mnu:'zb

— \J v S;Z 8

person said - concerning the first ‘Gadol’ bYR- 513;57‘\3 ; = 2T D;D o

- that seemingly when he ascended the c\z‘ ; B m:m L 979'7‘”'

= NY mm‘7 5V R

heavens they treated him to such high

revelations, which caused him to | mMWY2-xo1 arh N3y 1N’ -

. . .]3
“forget” his promise. The 2nd ‘Gadol’ m; L'_'";“ X WRS3 ' Ny Sy
- — ~ Y ”
assured everyone that he would not - \ XD 140Ny Nb" ana i Yy pR PRIW

.
allow himself to be bribed...However, as U) RO ™ i"b X ™ 7’"‘ nX 7¥X 7_1._'7 2
we can see, Moshiach still isn't here. It Rﬁ” n"m:’ 170 PoBW DWwn "HW’

seems he too was ‘bought’ off... mrpa Wes o' nyt %y TTJW
There seems to be only one solution, iy MpRD 790 - IPORMN-
that one can make to ascertain that he "“7}_1:1;&"-— K12N WaL TR

will not be bribed into silence! thatis: to  IW¥RW-AXTAWHD TR 93N NPTE MWH-NRD — h% ~an-1-

=1 TFw

make a Neder (Vow) based on the k10 12bnY-7700n vw-:—*xy_gy RYIRP” X1 bmw’ bw m‘mzw:“’n'?ww:
Authoritative understanding of the 145m91989 D710 1311733 "{vm n2°D 0N 'l‘?ml‘lw-
public, of which the Halacha is that it W — redhummaeniaspen! 1HIRA0 DN-INT TW- m‘;m‘mb 1 AW 3
cannot be annulled. (see Gittin 36) l;-L. =) ; % i : . :
Thereby obligating the heavenly courts AERE TR RN DW%}J\/W& = n-n:m RN m
to allow the person to keep his vow. ’m?:m M-NEMEn:onn 41 nij nnww-
... This leads us to be reassured that very — Y7y MWR-NR'2-1N 1’7371“1 A, 110 '1‘7R mbwow Y~ g
soon Moshiach will be revealed speedily f— ! :)5 fratd /A = 5o Ty B () = -
in our time. .
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Mission Statement for

The final period of Golus is

called: ”Ikvisa DiMishicha”

when we experience signs
indicating that we are in

the stage of the “footsteps
of Moshiach"... Today, we
are already in the 'final
phase' of the "footsteps"

stage.

The mission of the 7th
generation is to complete
the process, by drawing
down the complete
Shechina, enabling it to
reside within our world.
this is accomplished by
taking our passion for
materialism -which we all
possess- and channeling it,
becoming 'passionate’
about all aspects of G-
dliness & Geulah.

Our Rebbe who descends
from the house of Dovid
Hamelech and witnesses
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our pain, “bearing our suffering”, was “pierced for our transgressions”, and “crushed for our iniquities”; will surely also lead
his 'flock' to the Geulah, redeeming us from our spiritual and physical exile, and connect us with the essence of Hashem.
But now it’s up to us -the 7th generation - to bring this about; may we merit to see the Rebbe within the physical existence

of this world! and he will redeem us!

PRYRYA D U2 K 19130317 LY DRNFIVIP WY
TR IRTIR PROIATIDI U2 K 91202 7OV K910 7 1271 ANWN R
LYo T X »m PRI-2-0MR L vEYIW ¥IVIP W kn*";yn AN 8RT
"B s & PR YT

(rmn -
T e g_:inﬂ

Lhows ;. .. 1I0) LT XM
N— —

WYow B
lw W'D DY sw»bw PR WD - B

TR R :WDN"V'\DTRR

=)L =hiin

[tlognRiti=i inEyinialvdaly ] 79235 N

Page |44

7y 0192 1M N DM A AN 30N 370




BTIP Nupn TINR DMl A INPINTYI 70

SIS 2999 1AM 8T MRINAT

[IPINTII T2 nan me1nb Brbos mMaYna Ko

100 22 NMmya

DYMVYDINK NAR-1IYOY 5137 nwn
OY RW-N0N 29-NPRN MI100 ,00N81

Q)0 71N — PRIBERIPAIIPIPY-0- 1IN

NIV YAV 2901 Y 230 Nrnd 27N 1N
9"39) M7 XV J¥R VAR IRY /179N
17M% Y Py MY-8120 nma (1223

gzﬂngm-mnm-mr an A% DIPIN
N2 MTN -NYNY ANR I0-22Mnn
R 1DN 29 =PpIP PR pwIY RON1-

JRTIA Vi) ‘"wbnm RNYNNNR"
wbmn-m mu),nbmn MWR-AMNA PO

bnn 23 12 ﬁmuv: navM:; TNYN-(19Y
N7"wING 0992711918

TWRD"DM N IPIN"V:IN I EINI-RIN” RIR-TAPI-RW) "A0INDINY Ranny. .
RIN IR, PNIPN NR mbnpc- QPOWI0V MTONN NR DTNV DTN DIY
'DNAY NIYYN DVNY-IN J_ Wwnan-orna

MR AT - spana
JEPWHBS-UNRSCBOAN (WM R |
F342 :0°9nn

RSFHAT-IRIPW (ROIN
Yyp-Japrm-amng Yy- wnn nyt 1:‘7 m wxohng-TnYn: 1x1'|_r_m—1*on
mar:mYyavn 71 vn‘mqwa XM ;‘w-u uvm'r;:!n‘;m TYINYW®

D?'W |

=)L =hiln

PYWN 1D N7 - MBWAT 032 MA25 AN Page |45 7y 0192 1M N DM A AN 30N 370




WP YL

JYDINTY TR

(hi~taln]

The summer is ‘Prime Time’ for adding efforts that will
hasten the Geulah!

Coming from the special day of 3 Tammuz, the calling for each one of
us, is to add more strength in our efforts of spreading Torah,
Yiddishkeit & the wellsprings of Chassidus.

The summer is a time when all kids go off to camp, it is therefore
incumbent upon all of us, to ensure that all Jewish children are
attending a camp built with the goal of providing a proper Jewish
education. Additionally, it is incumbent upon those involved in
‘Chinuch’, to ensure that each moment of the summer is utilized to its
maximum, infusing life and joy in ‘all things Jewish’.

We must recognize that the world around us is eager to help bring
forward the growth of the Geulah. And we must pursue these
activities, in a hastily manner without delay!

These activities, will surely usher in the time when “King Moshiach”
will sacrifice the 10th red heifer... speedily in our times Amen!

The world today is fertile ground for ushering in the
Era of Moshiach—let's make it happen!
How will | spread Yiddishkeit this summer?
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Powerful cue from the Frierdiker Rebbe’s
3 Tammuz oration!

When the Frierdiker Rebbe was released from exile on the 3rd of
Tammuz (5687), he delivered a passionate speech in which he
declared “it is not by our own will, that we have been exiled, neither is
it due to our own power and merits that we will be released! It is
rather our Father, our King, who has exiled us, and it is the Almighty
One, blessed be He, who will redeem us”!

Reflecting on this statement, we may learn a very empowering
message: since “it is not due to our merits that we will be released”,
rather it is all orchestrated by the will of our Father in heaven, we can
deduce that Moshiach is destined to arrive despite my personal
inadequacy that requires amendment.

It is therefore clear: whilst each one of us must continue to expand
our efforts in spreading Torah and Judaism, we must not feel
weakened in our request and demand for the Geulah now and our
outcry of “Ad Mosai”?!

And may it be Hashem’s will; from the mere discussion of the Geulah,
we shall merit to celebrate 12-13 Tammuz with the Rebbe—Neshama
B’guf!

We must not relent in our request and demand for
Moshiach Now! despite being aware of our own shortcomings
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‘Sprinting’ into action, will catalyze ' ——— :
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There are those who feel, that they have IDIRIIPATIIYY WWYRT 1N g_;‘nvn'? Mz~ mr Yv 19183 2an

already done so much to bring Sabhin) ki
c';/cl,o?sghlaCh' and there is nothing more o YW 1IN 13 1POY- POV T2V BVIL 1oRD-TIVEN B2 W WY

The answer is: seeing that Moshiach has 120D T3 DI O ER
still not arrived, is a clear indication that _;5‘_; Iy WY 172190 DEYD —JInmwea —:7T? mynn —-'
we must continue to add in all of our neoIn D320 Ny Y '73_:‘55: Eﬂ_’mﬂ"fﬂ_—ll‘ YW an1e- X3
actions! Additionally it is not just the ;':’;—1_35'-;’ =" 373459 Oy Y nR-1227" 74 1DIRS —!mrn pava
‘act’ that brings Moshiach, but also the S QPR K < = e haes SN T4dmmn.
manner with which it is carried out. TV WOYRS MPA NSOWIY = AP ‘ 3 —':;r
By us adding a sense of speed and "1'215-1—” :_2?1’1_;‘!3-3:”_4
urgency to our actions, a chain reaction ?_.;I'M@W)HD'WN nerRRn TR —Imuweal -

is generated causing the Geulah to ~1RY 28 !,”'("37 N> DpRN 20 XYW, 1Y ‘.83!’ﬁ?§ Yy-abn” ‘ﬂ?_’l}
sprint towards us! & ’!_I_;’QJ,D

Today we must not ‘throw in the towel’, but rather double our efforts with added urgency! What can I do right away to
bring Moshiach?
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The time is ‘ripe’ for Moshiach, even though
| may be just beginning in my personal life!

Our ‘Nasi Hador’ attested that all areas of work have been completed making the
world ready for redemption, this includes even the ‘polishing of the buttons’
(finishing touches)! Today we stand ready to welcome Moshiach.

One may question “When | reflect on my personal level, | know there remains
much to be desired and rectified, how can the world around me really be ready
to welcome Moshiach?!”

The answer is that while it’s true that each person must continue to repair their
‘personal’ actions, this does not contradict the Rebbe’s testament, that on a
‘universal’ level, throughout the generations, all work has been completed! There
remains no obstacle withholding Moshiach’s arrival.

We therefore must ready ourselves to ‘Welcome Moshiach’ today!

Knowing that ‘universally’ the world is ready for Geulah, | am more encouraged
to correct my personal actions, and stand ready to welcome Moshiach!
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The month of
Tammuz is an
auspicious time for
us to hasten the
Geulah!

The Frierdiker
Rebbe's primary
goal was to hasten
the Geulah, as he
famously
announced in the
"Kol Korei"
publication:
"Immediate
Teshuvah (will bring
about) Immediate
Geulah".

It is clear that
Tammuz, being the
month of the
"Geulah" of a
Rebbe, who
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personified hastening the "Geulah", is an auspicious time that prepares us, and empowers us to bring about the Geulah

today! Even today the Rebbe remains active through us and within us!
The objective now is to focus our energy primarily with actions that have the intended goal & purpose to hasten the Geuah -
Now!
Let's 'Bring Moshiach' today, by adding in the Mitzvos that are known to hasten the Geulah! What can | do now, this month?
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Central Y
Rabbi Mendel Blau <rb@centralyeshiva.com>

Tomchel Tmimim Lubavitz

TZAVOEH -to my wife, ALL my children & their spouses, ALL grandchildren, ALL
siblings & EXTENDED family

9 messages
Rabbi Menachem Meyer Blau <rabbiblau1@yahoo.com= Sun, Mar 6, 2016 at 12:46 PM
Reply-To: Rabbi Menachem Meyer Blau <rabbiblau1@yahoo.com=
To: Rabbi Mendel Blau <rb@centralyeshiva.com>
TZAVOEH - to my wife, ALL my children & their spouses, ALL grandchildren, ALL siblings & EXTENDED family
I am more & more convinced, & now more then ever before, that my Parkinsons problem is NOT physical, but
SPIRITUAL! - a HIISNAGDUS from the
SAMECH-MEM to bring Moshiach.

Therefore: ANI MOISER MODOEH LIFNEICHEM : That bl"n, | am NOT going to stop ! - VE'ADERABEH ! - KIFLAYIM
LETOSHIAH !

I am going on MESIRAS NEFESH- KE'PSHUTO ! - to bring Moshiach NOW |

Meaning: | will work hard & VERY hard , above & WAY above, my KOCHOS & ABILITIES. - & get others to do
LIKEWISE!

To do: ALL the things that the Rebbe told us to do, to bring Moshiach, & bring him NOW
AD TIPAS DAM HO'ACHRON | MESIRIAS NEFESH - MAMOSH 11

However, if (chas ve'sholom) the SAMECH-MEM succeeds, & takes my life away (in order to stop me), you should
know WHY | died.

You should ALL know:

That the Rebbe can NOT rest, even for a MOMENT! & is in TREMENDOUS & EXRUTIATING pain Il - as long as
Moshiach is not here!

Do you remember the Rebbe's pain, & SCREAMING from pain, after Adar 27th. | can SWEAR to you, that the Rebbe
CONTINUOUS to SCREAM

in PAIN & in TREMENDOUS pain Il - AD HAYOM HAZEH.

Do you FEEL it ?

I, FEELit! & am going to do, ALL of the above mentioned. - AD TIPAS DAM HO'ACHRON | MESIRIAS NEFESH -
MAMOSH !

Therefore, I'm asking ALL of you: HELP me Il - by doing LIKEWISE 111

Also, should the SAMACH-MEM succeed, & chas vesholom take my life away, in order to STOP me, PLEASE:

CONTINUE my work 11 AD TIPAS DAM HO'ACHRON | MESIRIAS NEFESH - MAMOSH Il
Also, | am giving away ALL of my Gan Eden & ALL of my Olam Haboh (if | have any) for
MOSHIACH - NOW I

Menachem Meir Ha'Kohen ben Chaya Chana Heneh Blau
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B"H
Dear Blau Family,

I am so sorry about the passing of Rabbi Blau A"H.

When you publicized the astonishing information that he was the one who
posted the farbrengen ads in the Anglo-Jewish newspapers, | knew | had to
write to you. How interesting that the publicity reached me on Yud-Gimmel
Tammuz.

From 1974-1978 | was living on the Upper West Side of Manhattan. | was
friendly with some Modern Orthodox Jews with Lubavitch roots, and besides, |
occasionally visited Crown Heights for Shabbos and for farbrengens, although
at that time Crown Heights and | were not ready for each other... | was a
voracious reader of the Anglo-Jewish publications of the day, and so | would
see the ads for the Rebbe's farbrengens. Whenever possible, I'd sit in my
microscopic 8' x 6' room (rent: $60/month), turn on the radio to WEVD, and
listen to the farbrengens with Rabbi J] Hecht's translation. Over the airwaves,
the Rebbe had a direct hashpa'a on me. It wasn't just the Rebbe’s words and
their meanings -- a farbrengen, after all, is a multimedia experience, with
sichos, maamarim, singing, clapping, sometimes dancing, I'chaims and more...
I cut out one of the newspaper ads for a farbrengen with the Rebbe's picture
on it and taped it to the inside of my closet door, laughingly calling myself "a
closet Chassid.” Friends didn't understand at all. A few years later, in 1978, |
was ready to move to Crown Heights, and the rest is history. The newspaper
ads unquestionably played a part in bringing me to where | am today. | am
indebted to Rabbi Blau for his role in all this. May his zechus stand his entire
family in good stead.

T.N.Tz.B.H.
Hamakom yenachaim es'chem besoch shaar aveilei Tzion Ve'Yerushalayim.
May Moshiach come, bringing with him Rabbi Blau in perfect health, before |

even send this email.

Best wishes,

Chana |:| 530 PM
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TheRebbe.org » Life & Times » Stories » To Know and To Care Vol. Il

Chapter 3: A Shepherd of Souls

NDIDN 797 POHR YINNNY ~ MTYNNND MITA NAIVYN HYa HY /NI 919’0

By Eli Touger

Reb Yoel Kahan has always been known for his unique teaching skills. Even while still a yeshivah student, he
demonstrated an outstanding ability to explain chassidic concepts. For this reason, he was chosen to deliver a
series of underground shiurim on the Tanya in the Lakewood yeshivah.

Why underground? Well, Lakewood is one of the foremost yeshivos in the country, but it favors the Lithuanian
approach to Torah study. Needless to say, Chassidus is not on the curriculum, and the entire mystic dimension of
Jewish knowledge is not emphasized. While the administration knew of Reb Yoel's weekly shiur , it wanted no
official association with it.

Reb Yoel's teaching skills soon attracted a following. There were many students who enjoyed the ideas
of Chassidus. Others felt intimidated by the thought of attending the shiur, but would speak to Reb Yoel before or
afterwards.

Among the latter was one of the yeshivah’s more advanced students, a brilliant young man who would often ask
Reb Yoel questions regarding Talmudic passages. Although Reb Yoel tried to convince him to attend the shiur , he
refused.

The students who did attend told Reb Yoel that this student was well respected, and that his presence would greatly
enhance the other students’ respect for the shiur , and so Reb Yoel persevered. But there was no way he could
change the student’s mind.

One day the student asked Reb Yoel if an audience with the Rebbe could be arranged for him. Reb Yoel agreed;
he was certain that after yechidus , the student would be willing to study Chassidus.

The student wanted to see the Rebbe urgently, but appointments for yechidus had been arranged months in
advance. Nevertheless, Reb Yoel prevailed upon Rabbi Chodakov, the Rebbe’s personal secretary, to allot one
minute of the Rebbe’s time at midnight the following Monday.

When Reb Yoel told the student that he had been able to arrange yechidus , but only for a minute, the student
replied that a minute would be sufficient.

Shortly before midnight that Sunday, he arrived to see the Rebbe. Reb Yoel was waiting for him, and advised him
of the procedure for yechidus. Shortly afterwards, he entered yechidus.

The minute passed... and so did five minutes... ten minutes....

Rabbi Groner, the Rebbe’s secretary, entered the room several times to see if perhaps the student was taking the
Rebbe’s time unnecessarily, but each time the Rebbe motioned to him not to interfere.

After an hour, the student emerged, still deep in thought. Despite Reb Yoel's request for an explanation of what had
transpired, the student offered a polite but brief good-bye and headed back to Lakewood.
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In the subsequent weeks, Reb Yoel tried to engage him in conversation, but he was avoided, or would receive only
terse replies. Understanding that for some reason the student no longer desired his company, Reb Yoel turned his
attention elsewhere. Ultimately, he lost touch with him entirely.

Years passed.

One day, while Reb Yoel was walking down the street, he heard a car beeping and someone calling his name. He
looked around, but saw no one he recognized. A driver was obviously trying to get his attention, but Reb Yoel could
not understand why. And how did the driver know his name?

The stranger had long curly hair, and if he was wearing a yarmulke, it wasn’t obvious. How did he know Reb Yoel?
And what did he want from him?

Reb Yoel approached out of courtesy.

“Do you remember me, Reb Yoel?” the driver asked.

“No,” confessed Reb Yoel.

“From Lakewood ... years ago. My name is .... We used to talk. You arranged for me to come to the Rebbe.”
Reb Yoel remembered.

“Can we arrange a time to study Chassidus? ” the driver asked. Reb Yoel agreed.

And so they studied once a week for several months. Reb Yoel hesitated to pry into his student’s private life, and
the man did not volunteer information. Their time together focused strictly on the ideas of Chassidus and their
application in our Divine service.

After Reb Yoel saw that his student was becoming absorbed in the learning, he felt it appropriate to speak a little
more personally.

“There’s something that’s been puzzling me,” Reb Yoel told him. “I'm not asking you about what happened between
Lakewood and the present time, but | am still curious about that yechidus years back. What happened? And why
didn’t you want to speak to me afterwards?”

The student explained that he had discovered a difficulty with a particular Talmudic passage, and that no one in
Lakewood had been able to resolve the question. He had heard that the Rebbe was a Torah genius, and hoped
that the Rebbe would be able to help him.

“That’s why,” he said, “l was happy with a minute of the Rebbe’s time. | figured that if he could resolve the difficulty,
it would be possible in a minute, and if not, then anything longer would be a waste of time.

“It didn’t even take the Rebbe a minute to resolve the question,” he continued. “Within 45 seconds, | was getting
ready to leave, perfectly satisfied with the answer | had been given. But the Rebbe called me by name.

..., he said, ‘Do you study Chassidus?’

“I explained that | did not. Not that | had anything against Chassidus, but it just wasn’t for me. | was doing well in
the study of the Talmud and its commentaries, and saw no need to change my pattern.”

“The Rebbe explained that the study of Chassidus is important, for it leads to Yiras Shamayim, ‘the awe of G-d,
which is necessary to protect one’s Torah study. ‘Without the study of Chassidus, ’ the Rebbe explained, ‘a person
can lose sight of the G-dliness of the Torah. And if that happens, his entire pattern of observance can erode.’

“I told the Rebbe that | could appreciate his premise in theory, but was not worried. With G-d’s help, | had been
successful in my studies. My observance was steadfast. | could see where | was going, and did not understand why
| should change path in midstream. And most important, learning any new discipline takes time. Why should | take
time away from Torah and invest in a new path?
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“The Rebbe continued to press his point, but | remained unmoved. | was doing well and saw no reason to change.”

“Then the Rebbe paused, a faraway look in his eye. He said: ‘When a yeshivah student does not learn Chassidus,
it might happen that one day he will walk into the study hall and take offense at another student’s petty remark. It
will disturb him, and he won’t be able to concentrate on his studies. In his idle time, he will do such and such [a mild
transgression]. That will lead him further, and the next day, he will do such and such [a more severe transgression].’

“The Rebbe continued, describing a chain of ten different transgressions. ‘And then,” the Rebbe went on, ‘being an
honest person, the student will not be able to reconcile his conduct with study at a yeshivah, and he will depart.
From that point, it will not be long before he loses contact with his Jewish roots entirely.’

‘I was aware that | had taken an hour of the Rebbe’s time, and didn’t see the point of going further. | told the Rebbe
| would think about the matter and left.

“That’s why | didn’t speak to you afterwards. | felt that if | was going to think honestly about the Rebbe’s words, |
didn’t want anyone pressuring me into accepting them.

“After thinking the matter through, | decided to stick with my original position. | was doing well in my studies. Why
should | start a different course?

“And so | continued to avoid you. | knew that you would not let me ignore the Rebbe’s words, and would bring up
the matter continually. | didn’t want that. | wanted to get on with my studies.”

Reb Yoel had been listening attentively, but didn’t know whether to pursue the matter further.

Without prompting, the student continued: “Several months afterwards, | confronted a particularly difficult passage
in the Talmud. | labored on it for days. Finally, | thought | had a resolution. Satisfied with myself, | went from the
library to the study hall. There | saw two other students discussing the same passage. ‘I'll try my explanation on
them,’ | thought.

“l did, and they didn’t accept it. One of them even ridiculed my whole approach.

“That was hard for me to accept. | had labored on the subject for days, and not only was my explanation not
appreciated, it was rudely dismissed. | left the study hall in a huff.

“Afterwards, | couldn’t get my mind back on my studies. Maybe | was tired after having worked so long, or maybe |
was still agitated about what the other student had said, but | felt | needed to take the night off. And that night |
committed the first of the transgressions the Rebbe had mentioned.

“From that night on, my life wasn’t the same. The pattern the Rebbe described unfolded. Each of the ten
transgressions he had mentioned occurred, just as he had said they would. And then | left yeshivah. And from there
... well, I don’t have to go on. You can see my lifestyle.”

Reb Yoel didn’t know whether to ask him why he had suddenly decided to study Chassidus. Sometimes a story has
to be given time.

But the student went on. “I had strayed so far from Yiddishkeit that although | married a Jewish girl, we didn’t raise
our children with any knowledge of their heritage. In our house, there was neither Shabbos nor Yom Tov. We didn’t
even go to shul on Rosh HaShanah or Yom Kippur.

“One day, my son came home from school upset. ‘Daddy,’ he told me, ‘somebody called me a dirty Jew. What's
that? Are we Jewish? What does it mean?’

‘I was at a loss to answer him. Yes, somewhere in the attic, | still had some volumes of the Talmud. | could probably
still explain some of the arguments to him. But those were laws about damages and rituals; they wouldn’t answer
his question.
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“l told him that we would find time to talk about the matter, and changed the subject. But it bothered me. Why
couldn’t | think of something to tell my son about being Jewish?

“The next day, when | went to the newsstand, | saw The Jewish Press. | thought maybe | would be able to find
something there that | could tell my son.

“While flipping through the pages, | saw an announcement of a farbrengen with the Rebbe. Maybe | would find an
answer there. | jotted down the address, and noted the date and time. It was late, but | resolved to stop in for at
least half an hour.

“I remembered 770 when | entered. | took a place in the back of the room and focused on the Rebbe. Although it
had been years, | still understood Yiddish, and was able to follow what he was saying. And | was surprised. He was
repeating the same concepts that he had told me at yechidus ! He was saying how even a person who is proficient
in the study of Talmud should study Chassidus , for Chassidus endows a person with the fear of G-d. ‘Without the
study of Chassidus, ’ the Rebbe explained, ‘a person can lose sight of the G-dliness of the Torah. And if that
happens, his entire pattern of observance can be easily eroded.’

“After half an hour, | left. It was late, and | wanted to get home, but | knew | was going to come back. There was
something about the Rebbe that attracted me. And | couldn’t help but marvel at the coincidence of hearing the same
words that | had heard years before.

“l kept buying The Jewish Press, waiting to see when there would be another farbrengen. When | saw the
advertisement, | set aside the date.

“Again | found a place in the crowd of chassidim. | could see the Rebbe, but | doubted he could see me. Again, his
message was familiar. ‘A student may protest that he is doing well in his study of Talmud. Why then should he begin
the study of a new discipline?’ And he continued, using the same arguments he had used years before to emphasize
the contribution Chassidus can make to a person’s Divine service.

“I felt that this was more than coincidence. Twice | had come to see the Rebbe, and twice he spoke about the same
subject he had spoken about years before, using almost the same words! | felt he was speaking to me personally,
but | couldn’t understood how he could have picked me out in the crowd, or how he could have recognized me,
considering the way | now looked.”

“The next time | went to a farbrengen was the last night of Pesach. This time there was no microphone, so | had to
work my way in among the chassidim to hear. As | reached a place from which the Rebbe’s voice was audible, |
heard him say: ‘When a yeshivah student does not learn Chassidus, it might happen that one day he will walk into
the study hall and take offense at another student’s petty remark. This will disturb him and he won'’t be able to
concentrate on his studies. In his idle time, he will do such and such. That will lead him further and the next day, he
will do such and such.” The Rebbe went on, mentioning the same ten sins he had mentioned then.

“I felt that it was far more than coincidence. But I still was not sure. How could the Rebbe have seen me? And why
would he speak directly to me among so many people?

‘I made up my mind to wait until the farbrengen was over and join the line to receive kos shel berachah from the
Rebbe. | resolved that if | could detect any sign of recognition in his face, | would start studying Chassidus.

“As | came before the Rebbe, his face broke out in a wide smile. *...,” he called me by name, ‘Maybe the time has
come for you to begin studying Chassidus ?’

“That’s why,” he said, looking Reb Yoel in the face, “I sought you out.”
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Who Was Behind Newspaper Ads
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After 40 years, family members reveal the identity that stood behind the
hundreds of large and bold ads that appeared in newspapers for decades
announcing the Rebbe’s farbrengens.

In honor of 12-13 tammuz, family members reveal the identity that stood behind the hundreds of
large and bold ads that appeared in newspapers for decades announcing the Rebbe’s weekday
farbrengens.

He was way ahead of his time. He utilized the social media of the 1960’s, and spearheaded a
marketing campaign directed at the entire Jewish world. His pseudonym was Meir Cohen (aka
Yisroel Levinson) - but who was he really?

He was Rabbi Menachem Meir Blau, an unassuming Chossid with passion, scope, and a vision.
For years, he constantly invested thousands of dollars at a time and countless hours to bring the
Rebbe to the masses, and bring more Yidden to the Rebbe.

As early as 1960, Rabbi Blau recognized a gap between the Torah that the Rebbe taught and the

Yidden that the Rebbe wanted to reach. His first project was to mail a hard copy summarizing the
Rebbe’s talks to some 10,000 Jews weekly, including prominent leaders and Rabbonim.
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But still he felt that it was not enough. When the Rebbe spoke to chassidim, the crowd was
relatively small. The circle was expanded to various Chassidim and Shluchim who joined via hook-
up to listen in to the Rebbe’s farbrengens. But how were the words of the Nosi HaDor going to
reach other Jews, from the Binei Torah to the most unaffiliated? And furthermore, how would the
Rebbe’s letters — addressed to all of K'lal Yisroel — actually reach them?

He devised an all-encompassing strategic plan to target as many Yidden as possible.

His first agenda was to bring Yidden from other communities to farbrengens. To that end, he
placed full page ads - English and Yiddish - in all the papers reaching Jewish communities such as
The Algemenier Journal, The Forward, Jewish Week, Jewish Press, Jewish Journal and more. The
ads informed people of the time and place of the farbrengen, offering subsidized bus rides for
Yungerleit and free buses for Bochurim.

The ads served a double purpose. For those who could not join Farbrengen in person, the ads
informed them how to tune into the Rebbe’s talks being aired on the radio, (WEVD 3030 am, 97.9
fm wvos, 1240 am, and 95. Fm) and later on cable, with english translation delivered by Rabbi 33
Hecht OB”M. Using large, eye-catching advertisements, Rabbi Blau’s ads often appeared with titles
like "Good News! The Lubavitcher Rebbe is Speaking”. In addition to the Jewish papers, he also
advertised at times in the NY Times, NY Post, Daily News, and Newsday, giving hundreds of
thousands the opportunity to tune into and be inspired by the Rebbe’s farbrengens.

Additionally, he received a permit to drive around Boro Park and Williamsburg with a pre-recorded
message blaring through the speakers announcing all major Farbrengens. (6 Tishrei, 19 Kislev, 10
Shevat, Purim, 11 Nissan, 12-13 Tammuz & 20 Av) .

Another base that he covered was to publish the Rebbe’s sichos, and most importantly, the
“Hora’ah Limaseh”, for those that did not attend farbrengens. For many years, He initiated and
prepared the Rebbe’s sichos to be placed in teh Algemeiner Journal under the heading “Torah
Gedanken from the Lubavitcher Rebbe”. and submitted it along with his own creative titles. With
the Rebbe’s guidance, he covered the expenses at a special discounted rate per specifically in line
with the Rebbe’s instruction. He received the Rebbe’s approval and appreciation when at a
farbrengen of Parshas Bo 5736, the Rebbe publically referred to the Torah Gedanken and
announced that “"Ds Shaft an Emese Nachas Ruach” (this generates a true nachas ruach).

He also utilized the newspaper medium to spread awareness of the numerous issues that the
Rebbe spoke about so passionately. Thousands of readers were exposed to the Mivtzoim the Rebbe
initiated like Mivtzah Mezuza, or Shitas the Rebbe held such as Shleimus ha’aretz or his views
regarding the famous Entebbe mission.

He was entirely a one man show. He was not the head of a Moisad, or even working in the capacity

of any Moisad. He was simply a humble Chossid who constantly questioned himself, *“What does
the Rebbe want from me, Menachem Meir Blau? How can I help the Rebbe’s message have greater
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reach?”

The Rebbe held that very dear. When the Rebbe gave out bottles of Mashke to heads of Moisdos,
Rabbi Blau was called up. The Rebbe noticed his astonishment and told him “far di torah vos ir
drukt (for the Torah you are printing). He continued to receive a bottle of Mashke on many
occasions “Far Di Tzaitungin” (for the newspapers). In addition, the Rebbe cherished his pen name
and called him up for a Hakafah as "Mem Cohen”.

Due to the revolutionary nature of his advertisements and articles, he consulted with the Mazkirus
and Mashpiim. Some elder Chassidim felt that it was disrespectful to the Rebbe to have his Torah
in secular newspapers. However, once the Rebbe gave his public approval, and additionally
mentioned to a Chossid in Yechidus that printing the Sichos is of historic significance, some of the
influential Chassidim helped cover the enormous costs of the project, most notably, Rabbi Zalman
Gurary. When Rabbi Blau wrote into the Rebbe regarding his work in the newspapers, he received
many encouraging answers, to the like of “Niskabel, t'shuas Chen, t'shuas Chen.” or “Veyehae
hakol Behatzlacha Rabbah azkir al hatziyon.”

In later years, he recognized the need for Lubavitchers outside of Crown Heights to hear the
Rebbe’s words from Shabbos farbrengen immediately after Shabbos. He lost no time in arranging
and subsidizing expenses for chazara of Shabbos Farbrengen to be available to anash worldwide
over hookup with WLCC. Rabbi Yossi Jacobson was the young chozer recruited to give over the
Rebbe’s sichos every Motzei Shabbos following a farbrengen.

Where did people go to for news in 1988 before the advent of the worldwide web and news sites?
How did those outside Crown Heights stay connected? Recognizing this as a unique opportunity and
platform, Rabbi Blau, along with his brother Reuven Blau, started the Crown Heights Newsline
with a clever plan. He wrote to the Rebbe that it had one intended purpose “to get people to call in
and hear the Rebbe’s sichos.” The news was only included strategically to draw in a crowd that
would otherwise not call in.

After Gimmel Tammuz, Menachem Blau focused on delivering the Rebbe’s words about the call of
the hour: to learn Inyonei Geula UMoshiach. For thirteen years, following the Rebbe’s Minyan in
770, he gave over a vort in Inyonei Moshiach and Geulah, making it practical and relevant to all.
He would speak for about 2 minutes but spent hours preparing, carefully selecting the call to action
from the Rebbe’s sichos relevant to each particular day and giving it over in the Rebbe’s exact
words.

Today, on this auspicious day of Yud-Gimmel tammuz, let’s take a lesson to heart. Rabbi Blau was
never boastful or even satisfied with past accomplishments and constantly sought additional
venues to help ever-increasing audiences internalize the Rebbe’s message. He was not on Shlichus
in a specific city, but his hafatza reached an immeasurable amount of people. He exemplified that
wherever we may be and whichever resources we may have, we can utilize it all to spread the
Rebbe’s message to the world.
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