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תשורה 

29 Adar 5786

From the Bar Mitzvah celebration of 

ווענגער ׳שי אליעזר



Eliezer’s grandfather, Rabbi Sholom Ber Schapiro, receives a 

dollar from the Rebbe on the day of his son Yaakov’s bar mitzvah. 

The Rebbe asked him to give a speech at the bar mitzvah. 

 

Rabbi Schapiro speaking at his son’s bar mitzvah, as per the 

Rebbe’s request earlier that day. 
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B”H 

FOREWORD

In celebration of the auspicious day of your bar mitzvah, dear

Eliezer, we present you with the following gift – a collection of bar 

mitzvah letters from the Rebbe.

In the early years, before a standard text was established for 

the Rebbe's mazal tov letters (for births, brises, bar/bas mitzvahs, 

weddings, etc.), the Rebbe would send a unique letter each time. 

Eventually, the Rebbe decided to create a standard letter that could 

be sent to everyone, with slight modifications as needed. Presented 

here is a series of bar mitzvah letters from over the years. The Rebbe 

entrusted your Zeidy Mindel with transcribing his orally dictated 

letters.

Another part of Zeidy Mindel’s work for the Rebbeim was the 

ground-breaking children’s monthly magazines, Talks & Tales 

(English) and Shmuessen (Yiddish) which your Zeidy Mindel 

wrote during the course of over forty five years. Each and every 

article in the Talks and Tales had the distinction of the Rebbe’s 

careful editing before going to print each month. On the occasion 

of your bar mitzvah taking place at the end of Adar–erev Rosh 

Chodesh Nissan–we present here two unique articles with some 

of the Rebbe’s edits: one on an Adar issue, and another on the 

very last issue of the Talks, Nissan, 5749.

We wish you, dear Eliezer, that HaShem bless you to be a true 

Chossid, Yorei-Shomayim and Lamdan, according to the wishes of 

the Rebbe, and to cause much true yiddishe-chassidishe nachas to 

your parents and grandparents.

Zeidy and Bubby Schapiro
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A Bar Mitzvah Letter from the Frierdiker Rebbe 

23 Sivan, 5708 (1948) 

Note the order: Yerei Shomayim, Chossid, v’Lamdon. 
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An Early Bar Mitzvah Letter from the Rebbe  

18 Teves, 5712 (1951) 
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The Rebbe’s Standard Bar Mitzvah Letter 

Letter sent to Rabbi Mordechai Wenger, Eliezer’s father. 
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An English note by the Rebbe’s secretary, Rabbi Mindel, 

seemingly sent along with a bar mitzvah letter. 
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Preparing the Rebbe’s English Bar Mitzvah Letter 

After the standard Nusach was made, the Rebbe instructed his 

secretary, Rabbi Mindel, to draft an English version of the letter 

(later, the Rebbe instructed that a second version should be made 

for those who notified him before their bar mitzvah - see next 

page). 

 להרנ"מ שי' 

 בכדי לקבעו לנוסח לבר מצוה  - נןגלתקן ולס
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The Rebbe’s English Bar Mitzvah Letter 

 The Rebbe's edits on one of the English drafts. (Note the Rebbe's 

addition that does not appear in the standard Hebrew letter.) 

 נוסח ב' לנכתב
 קודם הבר מצוה 

(Ovos Chapt. 5  בסופו) 
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The Rebbe's telegram to the orphans in Eretz Yisroel for 

their bar mitzvah celebration – 20 Av, 5736 (1976) 
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A standard bar mitzvah letter, to which the Rebbe added a 

two-page explanation in English as to the significance of a 

bar mitzvah. 
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A Bar Mitzvah Drosho from Rabbi Nissan Mindel 

A bar mitzvah drosho that Rabbi Nissan Mindel prepared for Herb 

Rosin, son of the Frierdiker Rebbe’s nurse Manya. Manya was 

very close to the Mindel family and even lived in the same 

neighborhood of Long Beach. 
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Another Bar Mitzvah Drosho Prepared by Rabbi Mindel 

This drosho was written shortly after the previous one. 
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The Rebbe’s bar mitzvah 

Rebbetzin Channa’s recollections of the Rebbe’s bar mitzvah. 

- An excerpt of an article by Nissan Gordon - 
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The Rebbe’s edits on Talks & Tales – Adar I 5741 

…Shabbos Parshas Shekolim, which is the Shabbos before the 1st day of 
Adar (Sheni)… 

…there is a custom of actually contributing an equal amount on מנחת erev 
Purim עכ"פ) המדינה  של  המטבע   before the reading of the 3*)  מחצית 
Megillah) … 

 *) ע"ש ג"פ "תרומה" שנזכר בפרשתנו 
The law of the Half-shekel is explained in detail in a tractate of the Talmud 
specially devoted to it, which is called Shekolim. 
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Rabbi Nissan Mindel translated the Rebbe’s addition into English: 
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The Rebbe’s edits on the last issue of Talks & Tales 

Nissan 5749 

. . whatever you read and whatever you see makes an impression... 

For Probably for nearly all animals, the ability to see is a matter of 

life... 
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The Rebbe explained this last edit on a separate note: 

 

 :במאמרים ובספרים כיו"ב ועיקריתלפענ"ד צ"ל הערה כללית 

ואין לאדם    - האדם)    והרגש(  האדםשפשוט שכהנ"ל כתוב ע"פ הבנת שכל  
 ע"ד הרגש והערכות בע"ח כללידיעה 

 מקום ]שום[זה ב ילא מצאת ]ד[ולפלא גדול שעו]-

  

Side 2 Side 1 
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