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Eliezer’s grandfather, Rabbi Sholom Ber Schapiro, receives a
dollar from the Rebbe on the day of his son Yaakov’s bar mitzvah.

The Rebbe asked him to give a speech at the bar mitzvah.

Rabbi Schapiro speaking at his son’s bar mitzvah, as per the
Rebbe’s request earlier that day.
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FOREWORD

In celebration of the auspicious day of your bar mitzvah, dear
Eliezer, we present you with the following gift - a collection of bar
mitzvah letters from the Rebbe.

In the early years, before a standard text was established for
the Rebbe's mazal tov letters (for births, brises, bar/bas mitzvahs,
weddings, etc.), the Rebbe would send a unique letter each time.
Eventually, the Rebbe decided to create a standard letter that could
be sent to everyone, with slight modifications as needed. Presented
here is a series of bar mitzvah letters from over the years. The Rebbe
entrusted your Zeidy Mindel with transcribing his orally dictated
letters.

Another part of Zeidy Mindel’s work for the Rebbeim was the
ground-breaking children’s monthly magazines, Talks & Tales
(English) and Shmuessen (Yiddish) which your Zeidy Mindel
wrote during the course of over forty five years. Each and every
article in the Talks and Tales had the distinction of the Rebbe’s
careful editing before going to print each month. On the occasion
of your bar mitzvah taking place at the end of Adar-erev Rosh
Chodesh Nissan-we present here two unique articles with some
of the Rebbe’s edits: one on an Adar issue, and another on the
very last issue of the Talks, Nissan, 5749.

We wish you, dear Eliezer, that HaShem bless you to be a true
Chossid, Yorei-Shomayim and Lamdan, according to the wishes of
the Rebbe, and to cause much true yiddishe-chassidishe nachas to
your parents and grandparents.

Zeidy and Bubby Schapiro
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A Bar Mitzvah Letter from the Frierdiker Rebbe

23 Sivan, 5708 (1948)
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Note the order: Yerei Shomayim, Chossid, v'Lamdon.
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An Early Bar Mitzvah Letter from the Rebbe

18 Teves, 5712 (1951)
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From the Pax Mitgsah of Ghoger Wenger

The Rebbe’s Standard Bar Mitzvah Letter

Letter sent to Rabbi Mordechai Wenger, Eliezer’s father.
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An English note by the Rebbe’s secretary, Rabbi Mindel,
seemingly sent along with a bar mitzvah letter.

Page Two

P.S.

This additional note in English is to help
you remember the main contents of the
Rebbe's ,..s.r, message to you on the occasion
of your Bar Mitzva:

It is a blessing that you should advance in
your devotion and diligence in your Torah
studies and the cbservance of the Mitzvos -
as a ﬁlll—_f_ﬁedIJew; that this includes,
of course, the Mitzve of v'chavto lre'acho
komoch, the Great Principle of the Torah;
expressing your love for the menbers of your
family, and your friends, and all Jews in
your sirroundings by showing them a living
exanple how a Jew should conduct himself in
the everyday life in accordance with the
Torah add Mitzvos, and more so on the holy
days of Shabbos and Yom Tov. And G-d will
bless you.
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From the B Mitssah of Slicser Wenger

Preparing the Rebbe’s English Bar Mitzvah Letter

After the standard Nusach was made, the Rebbe instructed his
secretary, Rabbi Mindel, to draft an English version of the letter
(later, the Rebbe instructed that a second version should be made
for those who notified him before their bar mitzvah - see next

page).
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The Rebbe’s English Bar Mitzvah Letter

The Rebbe's edits on one of the English drafts. (Note the Rebbe's
addition that does not appear in the standard Hebrew letter.)

BAR MITZVAH TEXT

( ’? A©L)
RAE on WBIY
-\\’j\\ﬁ'n /

Sholom uBrocho:

I was pleased to be informed of your
Bar Mitzvah.

May G-d grant that as you have entered
the age of Mitzvos at thirteen, so you
should advance to the other miisstones in
T o Jevwish life, as mentioned in the Mishna
Qw?,/(ogqs_‘g_kgpt.jj); and that you should make
<>~ ever-growing efforts in your diligent devotion
- to your learning of Torah, both its revealed
‘erﬁﬁrmgléhjvwm its deeper aspects
(Chassidus), as well as in your observance
of the Mitzvos with Hiddur.

e

{

May G=-d bless you with Hatzlocho to be
a Chossid, Yorei-Shomayim, and Lamdan.

With blessing,

anssy ’a non
MNN 91N ONP

(Ovos Chapt. 519Y93)




From the B Mitssah of Slicser Wenger

The Rebbe's telegram to the orphans in Eretz Yisroel for
their bar mitzvah celebration - 20 Av, 5736 (1976)
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A standard bar mitzvah letter, to which the Rebbe added a
two-page explanation in English as to the significance of a
bar mitzvah.
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At first glance, it is strange that the day of Bar Mitzvah, which is so important

that the Zohar declares that for the Bar Mitzvah boy it is almost like the Day of

Mattan Torah, when Jews first received the Torah and Mitzvos, yet, insofar as -
Tachnunis concerned, which is omitted even on the so-called '"Minor Holidays, "
if it does not occur on Shabbos or Yom-Tov (or any other day that Tachnun is not
said) - Tachnun is said by the Bar Mitzvah boy, as on any ordinary weekday.

One of the explanationsis as follows:

When one considers that human capacities are limited in general, especially the
capacities of a boy at the start of his fourteenth year, yet he must assume all the
duties and responsibilities of a full-fledges Jew, and, moreover, fulfil them with
joy, in keeping with the rule: Serve G-d with joy - the question begs itself: How is
he going to carry out all that is expected of him? Especially, being a member of a
people which is a small minority among the nations of the world; and even in this
country, where one has every opportunity to carry out all religious duties, most
people are more interested and engaged in the material aspects of life?

The answer is tlat the Torah and Mitzvos have been given by G-d, the Creator of

the world, and of man, and He knows all the difficulties that a Jew may encounter.
G-d has surely provided every Jew with the necessary strength to overcome any and
all difficulties to live up to G-d's Will, for G-d would not expect someone to do some-
thing which is beyond his capacity.

If, however, there should be a moment of weakness , when carrying out G-d's Will is
not in the fullest measure of perfection, G-d, in His infinite goodness, makes it




—_— 2 -
possible to ''say Tachnun'' - to do Teshuvah. Indeed, as the Alter Rebbe explains,
Teshuvah is basicaly for lack of perfection in Avodas Hashem.,

Therefore, on the first day of becoming a full-fledged Jew, and after fulfilling
the very first Mitzvah, namely, Shema, by which a Jew declares his total
commitment to G-d and obedience to all His commandemnts, the Bar Mitzvah
boy does say Tachnun the following morning and afternoon (provided it is not
Shabbos or Yom Tov etc.), for the essence of Tachnun is Teshuvah, and there
is the assurance that '"Nothing stands in the way of Teshuvah. "

This knowledge will, moreover, also stand him in good stead when he will involve
himself in the great Mitzvah of viohavto lre'acho komoicho, to bring the alienated
closer to Yiddishkeit. For remembering the rule that "Nothing stands in the way
of Teshuvah, "' he will eagerly and compasionately apply it to them, especially as
in most cases failure to observe fully the Torah and Mitzvos is due extenuating
~circumstances.

With all the above in mind, and being fortunate in growing up in a family where
Yiddishkeit is a living experience in the everyday life, you will start out on your
way of life as a full-fledged Jew with confidence, and will proceed from strength
to strength, and be a source of true pride and joy to your dear parents and family,
and to all our Jewish people. )
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A Bar Mitzvah Drosho from Rabbi Nissan Mindel

A bar mitzvah drosho that Rabbi Nissan Mindel prepared for Herb
Rosin, son of the Frierdiker Rebbe’s nurse Manya. Manya was
very close to the Mindel family and even lived in the same
neighborhood of Long Beach.

5%
9°

My dear Rabbis, dear parents, and dear friends:

O My Bar Mitzvah takes place in the week of the 12th day of
Tammuz - a day which I have learned to cherish since I spent last
summer in the Lubavitcher Camp Gan Israel.

The 12th of Tammuz is the birthday - and Bar Mitzvah day - of
the late Lubavicther Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok Schneerson of
saintly memory.

I have been told that on the day of his Bar Mitzvah, he asked
his father, the Lubavitcher Rebbe before him, the following question:

"In the Siddur Nusach Chabad (arranged by the Old Rebbe, author
of the Tanya and Shulchan Aruch, and Founder of Chabad) it is
written at the beginning of the Morning Prayer, just before we say

Mah Tovu (which, by the way, is taken from my Sidrah, which I read

this morning) - that one should say:
= 7123 Y¥y% naaxr Sv awy nisa vhy Yapp acaa

'I accept to fulfil the Mitzvah of loving my fellow Jews as
myself,'

"What -}:E:g Bar Mitzvah boy/seventy years ago - is the con-
nection between this Mitzvah and early morning prayer?"

His father answered him: "When we pray, we ask our Heavenly
Father to provide all our needs. It is only right that we should
wish to please Him in some way, before asking for His favors. Now,
nothing please a father more than to see all his children live in
peace, harmony,and love for each other. As all Jews are G-d's be-
loved children, it pleases G-d when we declare our love and
affection for our our fellow-Jews, and He grants our requests and
o prayers."”

This Bar-litzvah message - the message of Ahavas Yisroel -

was the guiding light which guided the late Lubavitcher Rebbe
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all his life. Many years later, when he was the head of the Luba=-

vitcher movement, living in Soviet Russia, he showed what Ahavas

Yisroel really meant to him. For he devoted every day of his life
to helping his fellow-Jews in every way, especially in their re-
ligious life. He knew that his life was in danger every day, for
the Soviet government considered him their Enemy Number One, but
he did not give up. Finally he was arrested, and there seemed no
hope that khmxweM his life would be spared. But with the help of
G-d he was saved and freed from prison. Strangely enough, his
freedom came to him on his birthday, the 12th of Tammuz,

I mention this to you, my dear friends, not only because my
Bar Mitzvah coincides with the Bar Mitzvah of the late Lubavitcher
Rebbe, but also because he was a dear friend of my parents. I shall
try to be worthy of his friendship, and I shall try to make his
Bar Mitzvah message also my Bar Mitzvah message and guiding light.

ust a few words

Before I conclude, I would like to quote/from the Bar Mitzvah

drosho which the late Lubavitcher Rabbi delivered at his Bar Mitzvah,

seventy years ago. It begins as follows:

XT3 YIPR 2% LRIPY 17K :DIX YLK *3% :0°bn patna xnox

TATPA BAY 2K . °x3® 13% 7ok YAk ,A% 03 yah 13 710317 ,0%1p bv 13130
B2 A7IN3 @2y 3% bak Pk od0by C3K abyny 1°%cEn nixp 0P KM 7103
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"It is written in Midrash Tillim: Rabbi Eliezer says: The Jewish
people say to G-d: Master of the Universe, we wish to study the Tora
diligently, day and night, but we have no time. Replied G-d to them:
Observe the Mitzvah of Tefillin, and I will count it as though you
study the Torah diligently day and night.

"In another Midrash, our Sages say: A person may tell others
to do things, but he himself does not do them. G=-d is not like that.

The commandments which G-d gave to the Jews, are the same which He
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Hymself fulfills, for so it is written:
- bx9p°Y 1'pEE2Y V1*pIN L3p¥’H 1°727 Ivad

"He tells His words to Jacob, His laws and precepts to Israel" -
what G-d does, He tells us to do, also.
And so when a Jew puts on Tefillin, G-d, too, so to speak,

puts on Tefillin. Indeed, in the Gemoro Brochos,(daf vov, omud

aleph), our Sages ask: "What is written in G-d's Tefillin?" And
they answer: Yxnw® oy> °21 - "Who ixxiik® can compare to
the people Israel!l"

Akx I am now duty-bound to fulfill all the 613 Mitzvoth of
the Torah. But the Mitzvah of Tefillin is the one that symbolizes
Bar Mitzvah more than any other.

In the Tefillin, which we Jews put on every weekday morning,
it is written (among other things): TR N 13°pYR ‘A wRnE° yow
and in G-d's Tefillin it is written: TOR3 AR >33 YRAwCDY> SdA.

I shall always cherish the Mitzvah of Tefillin, and all the
other Mitzvoth of the Torah, which unite me with my people and with
G-d, and I hope and pray that,with G-d's help,I will be a credit to
my Yeshivah, the Hebrew Academy of Long Beach, to my teachers, and
to my parents and friends. I hope and pray that I may fulfill
the expectations of the Lubavitcher Rebbe (Shlito), whemxExwas
privitrzedxtuxseex who was gracious enough to receive me a few days
ago and to give me his blessing.

I thank you al} for coming to share in my great Simcha, and
foryou, my deaf;¢$ybheart is certainly full of gratitude, for

making this day so much more meaningful to me. Thank you very much.

N —




Another Bar Mitzvah Drosho Prepared by Rabbi Mindel
This drosho was written shortly after the previous one.

My dear Parents, revered Rabbis, and good Friends:
Of all the 613 Mitzvoth of the Torah, which I am now duty-bound
to observe, as any adult Jew, the Mitzvah of Tefillin is the one that

symbolizes Bar Mitzvah more than any other.

Our Sages of the Talmud, in the Gemoro Kiddushin (daf lamed-hey,
omud aleph) say: 1°%*en% n%a> mnann %> nwpan - "The whole Torah

has been compared to the one Mitzvah of Tefillin,"
Why is the Mitzvah of Tefillin so important in general, and
for a Bar Mitzvah boy in particular?

The explanation may be found in the following Midrash Tillim:
1°317 ,8%3y YT 13137 1K 7193 ©IIPA Y30% HRI0S 10K 1NBIK YLK sae

WP IRIN TIN3 @vIpA Bab bR .°k3D 3% 0% V3R ,a09m2 Yx*h yax

%% B2 ANIN3 @YY ank 1%vx> B2*Y%y a3k abynyr y1°%vmEn nivn

"Rabbi Eliezer says: The Jewish people say to Ged: Master of
the Universe, we wish to study the Torah diligently, day and night,
but we have no time, Replied G-d to them: Observe the Mitzvah of
Tefillin, and I will count it as though you study the Torah dili-
gently day and night."

The Tefillin consist of two parts: Tefillin-shel-yad, which is
put on the hand, facing the heart; and the Tefillin-shel=Rosh, which
is put on the head, facing the brain, This symbolizes that the Jew
must sanctify his thoughts in the head and his feelings in the heart
to the service of G-d.

But the Tefillin-shel-yad is put on first, This shows that
in Jewish life the important thing is the deed. Action comes first,
that is to say - the fulfillment of the Mitzvoth is our first duty;
the understanding of the Mitzvoth is second to it.

This is the great principle of our Torah and Jewish way of
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life., It is the principle of Na'aseh - first; and then - y'nishma,
with which we first received the Torah at Mount Sinai,

Rabbi Eliezer's saying may therefore be understood as follows:

Some Jews may wish to study the Torah first, in order to under-
stand the Mitzvoth, and then begin to fulfill them. But they find
that the day and the night are not sufficient; not even the whole
life-~time is sufficient to understand everything about the Torah and
Mitzvoth; for the Torah and Mitzvoth are endless and without limit,
And so G-~d says to them: This is the wrong approach., Observe the
Mitzvah of Tefillin, First comes the ghel-yad and then the ghel-rosh.
And so the Torah says:

"And it shall be a sign upon your hand and frontlets for your eyes".
The guiding sign for the Jew is to fulfill the Mitzvoth first, and the
very fulfillment will open his eyes to understand and appreciate the
beauty of Jewish life, In this way the Jew becomes attached to G-d and
to his people, which is symbolized by the Reztuos = the leather straps
of Tefillin.

This is why a Jewish boy, when he becomes Bar Mitzvah, begins to
put on the Tefillin, and is called up to the Torah. For the principle
which Tefillin teaches us applies to the whole Torah and Mitzvoth; it
is the guiding principle in Jewish life,

I shall always cherish the Mitzvah of Tefillin, and all the other
Mitzvoth of the Torah, which unite me with my people and with Ged,
and I hope and pray that, with G-d's help, I will be a credit to my
Yeshivah, the Helmw Academy of Long Beach, to my teachersy, and to my

parents and friends. I hope and pray that I may fulfill the expecta-
tions of the Lubavitcher Rebbe (Shlito), who was gracious enough to

receive me a few days ago and to give me his bless%ng.

I thank you all for coming to share in my greét Simcha, and for
you, my dear parents, my heart is certainly full of gratitude, for
making this day so much more meaningful to me. Thank you very much,




The Rebbe’s bar mitzvah
Rebbetzin Channa’s recollections of the Rebbe’s bar mitzvah.

- An excerpt of an article by Nissan Gordon -
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The Rebbe’s edits on Talks & Tales - Adar I 5741

3
In remenjbrance of the law of the Half-shekel

Shabbos, called Bhabbos Parshas Shekolim, which is
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...Shabbos Parshas Shekolim, which is the Shabbos before the 15t day of
Adar (Sheni)...

...there is a custom of actually contributing an egual amount on 5N erev
Purim 975y) hy41nn Yv yavnn menn “3 before the reading of the
Megillah) ...
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The law of the Half-shekel is explained in detail in a tractate of the Talmud
specially deveted-te-it, which is called Shekolim.




Rabbi Nissan Mindel translated the Rebbe’s addition into English:

* The custom is to contribute three half-units
of the currency of the country, in remembrance
of the three half-shekel contributions indicated
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29th of @dar, 5786

The Rebbe’s edits on the last issue of Talks & Tales
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As you read these lines, your eyes
the black letters and words neatly arrange
You read something interesting, something
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keep your interest long after you finish x
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Animals, on the other hand, do not

to read and learn and shape their thinking
matter of life or death, and for most of ¢
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.. whatewver you read and whatever you see makes an impression...

Eer Probably for nearly all animals, the ability to see is a matter of

life...




From the B Mitssah of Slicser Wenger

The Rebbe explained this last edit on a separate note:

Side 2

Side 1
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