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planning to go overseas to learn. This arrangement would benefit both sides.
In order to arrange such a program, the Rebbe’s instructions were needed.
My father z”I called a meeting with Anash who agreed to start looking for a
property to rent as they had no doubt that the Rebbe would consent to this
idea.

Several weeks passed and the Rebbe still had yet to respond. Time was
running out because the Anash needed to sign a contract prior to the
commencement of the new school year. So | decided, without my father’s
knowledge. to write an urgent message to the Rebbe.

| immediately received the following telegram:

In answer to your letter, concerning starting a class of Yeshivah Gedolah, it
is necessary and proper that the studies should be in Niglah and Chassidus,
given by a local person for various reasons and it will also enhance the
supervision and development there. It should be the responsibility of the
existing institutions for at least the first year.

With a blessing of great success in all that was mentioned,
The Rebbe’s holy signature.

And the success began to shine. Our friend R’ Mendel New had bought a
house at the end of Goathlands Avenue which he was preparing to renovate.
He allowed us to use the house for a month or two until something more
permanent was found. This was really heaven-sent, and while | had to make
all the arrangements for food, accommodation and small repairs, in general it
suited our needs and met the instructions that the Rebbe had given in the
telegram.

Once the Rebbe told me in Yechidus that if | saw an urgent matter and saw
that no one dealing with it, | should get involved.

After the learning began in a good and auspicious time with 5 students, we
began to search for a house with energy, and success shone on us like the
brocha of the Rebbe, we found a house, 18 Kalimna Street, far from the
ruckus of Hotham street and also a bit further from Inkerman Street but close
to Yeshivah College...



Brief history about the founding of Yeshivah and Yeshiva Gedolah

”I

R’ Chaim Serebryanski z

My father of blessed memory was very organised; for every letter that he
sent the Rebbe he kept a copy for himself, together with the telegram
response, as well as all the details so that the context would be understood.

The Yeshiva was started in the month of Marcheshvan 1950, with 3 students,
By Shvat the numbers had increased. Due to the state of Judaism at that
time, this was a real innovation and many times you heard the local
community members of the place express surprise - A yeshiva? In Australia?
And indeed, it was a declaration that ‘Australia iz nisht andersh!’

Whoever was fit to, learnt in the Yeshivah. Most of our fellow Jews did not
send their children to the Yeshivah, so we began with the education of
younger children in English, together with secular studies and it was called
‘yeshivah.’

We purchased the building on Hotham St, East St. Kilda. First there was a
primary school. Praise G-d it was successful in size and in quality, and in order
that the education they received should remain with the children, we were
forced to open up a secondary school, despite the great monetary cost.

Rabbi Groner came to help in running the institution, and Praise G-d there
was also miraculous success.

In 1965, the 10" year since the establishment of secular studies program, the
first class was to graduate. The custom in Australia, almost an immutable
law, was that one must complete university. Since the danger to Judaism in
such institutions was very high, some of the children of Anash decided to
travel overseas to learn in Yeshivos.

There were however, many students who were unable to travel overseas or
unwilling to give up studying in university. My father z”l spoke to me about
his concerns and wished to seek advice regarding the religious welfare of the
students.

It was decided that in order to influence these university aged students
positively, chavrusos would be set up between them and the boys who were
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