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By the Grace of G=4
27th of Elul, 5717
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Elegeing and Oreeting:

I wes plsased to rgceive your letter of Septembsr 1Tth, end was
particularly gratified with its contents, that you are well end hapoy,
and gradually taking over your routine activities,

Thore 1ls a well-lmown saying to the effect that making s good etart
sets off & good chain of peaction for continued success, Thie 18 @g=
pooially true in marriege, vwhich begins a new 1ife, therefors it is
important to start i{ off well, to ensure continued happinses and con-
tentnont. ley G-d help that this be =0 in your case,

Most important of ell is o etart the new 1ifs in & way thet correp-
ponds with tho teachinge of our Toreh, the Law of Life, and thon the
golng 18 mich easier than one anticipated,

This trings me to the next polnt. You write that you do not want to
use the expression of "promiss to @o," but would rethcr use ths aXpPrag-
slon "to try to do," as you ars afrald to commit yourself, lsst you
would find it diffioult to live up to your promise. Experience has
Bnown that whon e person makes & promise to do something, this very
promise glves him the strensth to carry it out without hesitation, and
with greater oase. Vhereas, vhen ons doss not commit himself, promising
) to try," or "to do one's best," then, when the matter ccmes up,
and there 1s temptation not to do it, he is more likely to fail, saying
to himself that, after all, he did not promiss to do i, but only "%o
try," and therefore he is not breaking his word, sndHas consclence
dossn't bother him. That is why I think that you should bo determined
1o observe the laws, ete., and, knowing that you hava made & pronise

to do so, will give you not uniy greater strength, but also peace of
mind, es 1t would eliminate all doubts end hesitations,

Needless to say, if the things in question wers impossible to carry
out, there would be no room for meking & promiss, Hovaver, in this
ocaga, where 1t concerns the practical obesrvance of the Divine Commend-
mente, given by G=-d4, the Creator, Who knowe also the abilitios of the
human beings, 1t 1s certain that He would not have commanded to do any-
thing which is beyond ones power to do, for G=-4 is the Essence of Good-
ness, and does not impose & greater obligation than ons is oapable to
fulfil, Moreover, the laws that He commanded, are not for Hie saka,
innsmich as G=d4 is not deficlifof anything, but they are for the good
of the obeerver. You will recall what I said to you when you were
here, that, in regard to the practical precepis, the less one dabates
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27th of Elul, 5717

with himself, tut, rather, fulfile them with lmple faith in (-4, ths
cacler and the mors natural 11fe is, and the more harmony and happinons
it trings. For one of the essential appsete of the To ie to serve
G=d4 with Joy. Buch service 1z sarried out, not only throush the sot
of fulfilmant of s cartain precapt, such me putilng on Tsfillin, or
the lighting of candles, eto,, Tut svery actlon, word and thought,
whlch are dedicated to G=d with & spirit of Joy of baing able to perye

tha Creator, tringe additional 1ight in one's world, and in the world
et lorgs.

Un the threshheold of the New Year, may it bring bBlepgzinze to us all,

I eend you and yours my prayerful wighap for a good and plessant yoar,
waterinlly and spiritu&ll{, with the traditional, and all-smbracing,
tlesalng of Xeaivo vachoolms toive.

Although you do not mentlon 1t, T trust that you duly recsived my two
previous lettasrs, - Aa for Jour qusstion with regard to using certaln
exvrasslons, you may, of course, use tho expresclon thet best decoribes
your thoushis and foolings, =nd algo 4in any language you find most
convenisnt,
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By the Grace of G-d
13th of Tammuz, 5725
Brogklyn, M. Y.

Blessing and Greetlng:

After not hearing from you for a wvery long time, I re-
ceived your letter of June 29th, although in the meantime I
have recelved regards from your father on his visit here,

In reply to your questions:

1) What are the good qualities to look for in a Shid=
duch? The answer is that {irst and foremost the person
should be trustworthy, so that he could fully be rellied upon
in all hls promlses relating to tho establishment of a truly
Jewish home, a Binyan Adei Ad, The maximum assurance that he
is indeed such a parson is when he iz religlous, and his whole
life, in every aspect of the daily life, is directed by the
Torah and "3tzvo «» For in such a case cne can be fully cer-
tain that he is rot motlvated merely by the opinions of other
people, but considers these matters as a sacred Mitzvo, com-
manded by G-ds Having ascertained thls first ard primary
qualitz, it is then possible to consider alse what additional
qualities a person has,

2) Hew is it possible to get to know 2 person well be-
fore the wedding¥ The answer is that it is gulte true that
it is impossible tc get to know a perscn before the wedding
as well as aftsr, However, it is possible to get to know
him in an adequate way by maklng sure that he has the pri-
mary quality mentlcned above, And thils can be found out in-
directly, in addition alsc to what he himself reveals., In
other words it is possible to find out about his famlly back-
ground, his upbringing and educatlon, and his general ¢onduct
in the daily gife. For a person's character is a combination
of all these factors and influences,

I would like to conclude with a {urther important point.
If it is always nocessary to have G-d s blessing, how much
more so_in the matter of a Shidduch which is to last a life-
tima. The way to recelve G=-d's blessings is, as the Torah
states clearly, "If you will walk in My statutes, and willl
observe My commandments and do them" = then follow all the
good blessings, not only spiritual but also material., And
although one 1s expected to do everything in the natural or-
dor of thin%a, in accordance with the regular local practice
in the clrecles of Torah observant Jews, it is well to bear in
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mind that the blessing 1s from G-d, as it is written, "And
he will bless you in all that you do%. Thercfors cveny
additional effort in matters of Torah and Mitzvoth will
bring you an additional measure of Divine blessing., In
your case specifically, thers 1s something which can also
act as a "iegulah", as I teold your father. UNo doubt he has
also told you about it, though I am very much surpriced that
I have not heard from him in this matter, and that he has
not ackrnowledgod receipt of my letter, which I trust has
duly reached him,

Hoping to hear good news Srom you, and with kind re-
gards to your father

With blessing

By

10
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the Grace ol G=d
28th of Tevelh, 5722
-H!‘ﬂﬂk}.}rn’ . T

Blesaing &nd Greeting:

I rocelved your lettier of Deocember 28th, in which you write about
the propoeition of m Shidduoh, whioh, generslly, ssoms to be
accaptable, it vou geem to bte efvald, eto.

Your feeling can be explained on the besls of two fagtors: B, LB
you youraglf write that hitherto you have hed no reeponeibilitiss
whatever, or, as you put it, you were itreated like a Ttaby witaout
belnz glven the opportunity to think for youraslf., 1% is, therefore,
elezr thai now thst vou have to muake an importsnt decligion and enter
into = 1ife of responaibility Rﬂﬂ independsnos, this makss you fael
uneasy, although I would not say "very frighiened,” as you out it.
b. & fssling of spxlety in sugh & oses in not unuesual, aoven wiere
the person has not been itreaied 1like e bely. For marrisge is an
importent and serlous elep which affecta the prost of one's lifs,
and, #28 1t iz ateted iIn the text of the blessiug, 1t L2 & Slnyan
Adel-ad, en cverlopting edifice. It 1s, ilhersiore, natrual that-
younz pecpla should aporoack thle wiih & feslluz of some enxiety

and ave, n the otherhand, 1T the Bhidduch ls =z eultable one, ong
can g0 into it with 8 feslinyg of absolute confidence, for it i=
within the very natural order of thinge, and i@ alszo a comendsent
of tha Crestor, Hencs 1t 1s aseured of G=-d's hleeeing. The beslo
requirement, however, 1s that the Shidduch be & gultable ons, namely,
thet both parties should bs of e sipllar beckzround and world out-
look, &nd, above sll, should be determined in thelr resolution to
mutusally bulld & truly Jewis!: home on the everlastiing foundstione of
the Torah end Mitsvoth.

he g matter of faat, In your cese thers is an encouraging factor
In that, ae you write, you heve a position and are, morsover, happy
In your Job. Thus, in epite of whet you think, you already know
what responsibilitiee are to some extent, and this should give you
the confidance that you will be eble to carry out even greater
responaibilitiss when the time oomas,

May G-d, Whose bensvolent Providence extends to sach and everyonse
indlviduslly, lead you in the vay thet is best for you, materially
and pplritually,

wWith blessing,
By

11
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