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Question 2: When inviting non-observant Jews, who had been brought up in non-observant

homes, is it right to drink wine with them?

Answer: In view of the fact that non-observant Jews constitute a wide range from one end to
the other, and, for understandable reasons, it is impossible to check everyone’s Jewish credentials—
why enter into a questionable situation, when there are many other drinks than wine that could be
served in such company, with no sha’alah involved? Especially as the sha’alah (in most cases) involves

also a question about the kashrus of the wine.

Where there is no question about the wine, and the occasion in inviting a guest (or guests) for
Shabbos or Yom Tov, when Kiddush is involved, it is advisable that the host alone make Kiddush,
and limit the partaking of wine to Kiddush only.
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The Donor: Regarding The Shul, should we wait until we've got all of the money? or should

we start when we have enough money to build?”

The Rebbe: To wait to start until you have all of the money is not the right approach. If you
have for the beginning — it is the proper thing in the United States, after you have a beginning for a
down payment — to buy a house and to start building.
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I must say that I was quite surprised that you should ask me to express judgement on a political
issue. You must surely know that the Lubavitch movement, which I am privileged to head and lead,
is not a political body and, as a matter of basic policy, steers clear of any political involvement. Its
program is centered solely on Chinuch, Tzedakah, and the dissemination of Yiddishkeit, and similar

non-political services to the Jewish community and Jewish people at large.

If any individual, or individuals, affiliated with Lubavitch activities, choose to participate in
their private capacity in any political activity, that is their personal affair and it does not in any way

implicate the Lubavitch movement.

This unequivocal policy of Lubavitch is so well known that there is no need to amplify upon it.
Indeed, I note from your letter that you too realize it.

The Letter & The Spirit Vol. 1 page 543
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Firstly, it is well known that as a matter of practice and indeed of principle, and for a variety of
reasons, | have nothind to do with politics, nor do I delegate representatives to speak in my name at
any political meetings, least of all one with an agenda as you refer to in your letter. I cannot

understand how anyone can have any doubts about something so well known and obvious.

The Letter & The Spirit Vol. 4 page 130
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I received your letter and was surprised to read in it about a purported stand of Lubavitch in
connection with the forthcoming elections for Congress ... It is well known that neither I nor the
Lubavitch movement, take a public stand in any election to any office, which is a policy of long
standing. It therefore surprises me how you could have received any impression contrary to this

established policy.
The Letter & The Spirit Vol. 4 page 139
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..My first personal encounter with the Rebbe took place in 1974, when I was 21 ... He asked
me how things were going in Australia, and I complained to him how hard it was to operate the so-
called “mitzvah tanks” in Melbourne, where I was trying to do it ... Some people found them

offensive, and there was a lot of local opposition to them.

After hearing me out, the Rebbe said, “Not everything which is done in America must be done
in Australia.” He explained that in America, the focus is generally on the numbers; the quantity. But

in Australia, people require a more individualistic approach.
“So I shouldn’t do it in Australia?” I asked.

“No, you should do it in Australia,” the Rebbe responded. “But you need to find a way to do it

more quietly, without arousing opposition.”

And then the Rebbe said, “It is similar to how one can focus on the commandment ‘to love
their fellow Jew’. There are some who fulfill it in a general sense, by opening organizations and so
on. Others fulfill it by forming relationships; your task is to focus on loving every Jew individually.
And I give you a blessing to succeed at loving every Jew individually.”
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To start off with a general, yet essential observation, Jews have always been a minority, and as in
the case of all minorities which find themselves under the pressures of the environment, it is
necessary to make a special effort to preserve the identity of the minority. This is true, especially in a
country where there is freedom in every respect, inasmuch as the natural forces of assimilation are
very strong, not only in regard to the young generation, but even the older ones. Therefore, even
from the point of view of self-preservation, it is necessary to do everything possible to counteract
these forces if the way to do this is to emphasize the good and intrinsic qualities which the minority
possesses, while not exaggerating those good qualities which are common to both, especially where

there is no need to do so.

Unfortunately, my observation of the attitudes and policy of many Rabbis, and spiritual and lay
leaders, leads me to the conclusion that part of them generally makes the mistake of believing that

they could best impress their audiences or their readers, by displaying a proficiency in non-Jewish
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literature and culture. This is evident from the tendency of supporting their views by quotations
from non-Jewish sources in preference to Jewish sources. Even at public affairs in support of Jewish
institutions, when the emphasis should be on the purity of Jewish tradition, efforts are made to have
some prominent gentile as an honored guest or speaker. If taken to task, the explanation given is that
such a policy is good for the mutual relationship and is in accord with the injunction of Jeremiah,

"Pray for the welfare of the country wherein you live."

In the light of the above, I trust you will not take it amiss when I mention that I was
disappointed to see in your reprinted sermon so many quotations from other than our own sacred
sources. To be sure, the principle, "Accept the truth from whatever source it comes," is a valid one,
nevertheless, in the light of what I have said earlier, I firmly believe that spiritual leaders should

emphasize the greater values from our own great and sacred sources.

Another general observation, which I have emphasized in one of my public addresses, is to the
effect that where a person has a special mitzva, function or duty which cannot be fulfilled by others,
it is not right that that person should engage in a Mitzvah which can be done by others. I have in
mind the propagation of those values which should properly be the topic of a spiritual leader, and he
should not take up his time with general topics which are discussed by others whose functions lie in
those areas...
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The Donor: I have a large sum of money that I would like to give to Tzedaka but I would like

to give it for a big cause.

The Rebbe: You should give it to Yiddin (Shluchim) in Eretz Yisroel who are distributing

Shmura Matzah to other Yiddin who live in Eretz Yisroel.

The Donor: I am very pleased with the Rebbe's suggestion, but as I mentioned I would like to

donate the money for a “big cause!”

The Rebbe: It should go for Yiddin giving out Shmura Matzah in Eretz Yisroel.



The Donor: My intention to make something big means a big building — something that will

last.

The Rebbe: If you would like to build big buildings, in [...] they build big buildings. But if
you ask me what's considered a big thing? The answer is when you give another Yid Shmura matza,
which is the bread of belief and the bread which heals.
27NNAn mMntwan

SN Y¥An” owa AU 11T 9o (Yixn yxan”) B7an wann 1Tan iRy 673 1My

n=120 Y32

19930 29y DPNNNY 1NN Y8aN
107200 2W NWI9 N2W "R31N NTwn

197 IXT DIATI DAY AN A3 TTIRIR ORTA 0TI IR, PYI92 IRT LYIA ... 7IPOYI RIT AWYRm”
TIR TRIRIY ¥ NI R IRT PR 7N P02 NAARY” T8A PR A0 2 PR TR 1IYT MIDN YIK 0T 19K
— 7127 11D 1D IR PR PR AN NI NPT PO M T POT DOPR IYIVR TR PRI TR IPUONL R IR 1T
T T DY TR PUTIRLYIIRD TR NIDIYT OXM .7 1% YA1I2 DIAT ANYI NI YR °T VIR Y N R VPO
TOPNE X 1X Y2 0 PR PTIE YA 0 ,AN 2P PR IRI 7NN R 197 0T PR QYMLY IWRINKA W7
1Y AN°2) DR 0% 770NN Y3N” PR IXD YR IRT A0 2993 IR 1997 1YI°T D000 YOK T OXN LI
JIDNN NI NPTT MO MEA T POT 0PPR PR TR YT IR IPIPIRNND DRIA IR 102, 0MN0W 3IRD 1000 PR
460-461 ‘D R”TT 72U WTIR MW

0915 NN 1NN y¥an
10720 AW NWI9 N2W "R310 NTwn

TR DART XI23 7 N, NAKY TAR 297 YA TIRNYA VARIYA PR ,7A91I0 YEIA7 18 YA DYS N21TAn
T T IDIRT T IN PUTIRVYIND TN TR NIOIWT OXN ... D37 WNINRI P 17 ARW AN 912 M0 DOw”
1D 1D TN PR LIPNE KX YA D PR LTI R YA 0 7ADNN YEANZ D PIY OYT PR T STnwn

LDOWIR N MR A T DOW YOYOIN PR AWY MER X IRT PR ORT OXN 7N 3R NAIRY
463-464 ‘D R”TT W72WN WTIR MW

DY9PONN ODIND DY VI 1 NDNIN Y8aN
1072WN AWM W19 NAW XYM NT'wn

N1 NPDTN PO MEN T 1T 00PA 199N B 1T BIYA IR OXN TR YIUR YN T LIV O 1IN
RIAMD OIIR” DX 2XM TAYA X PR IPINT »T ORN IRDIWYT ,MEA >7 127 DOPH IPIYP ©°1 1 129 ,790n
TPTIPIEYA T OXN ,DORDM N2 PR IR ,DNORT N2 PR T IVIOYA OXN 0T IYINT OXT OXN 70D

ONAIY NS ann ST Sna SW PR nnpen nwen| 60



7D 2M TAYA R PR T IPIT — 7RIAY 7D 197 12DR QwH NI 9127 1R” DX XM TAYN X PR JVINT
,0°01IR

TR 1AW 71 R JART JIRT T — 1210 93 NPT R TOW IV OXN D2IY YOR U1 AR 1T 1y nn

97 HIRT — DYDY PR ,(FWT W YT OXN DO1IY YO 11) 19737 10N OYT 13IYT 1ARA PR, A°N0
K212 DIRN 710NN N1 NPOT PO MEA 0T 107 0P JIRY T DRYA IR 1027 DO D 1PN R IYMIPRI IR
SRR 0T 10T DO DIPWY O JIRY 071 TRINYT 1T 130 1IN, D1IY IR IYVVIN T VI TR 1DDX IR, NRT
464 /D R”TT W72WN WTIR MMW

MNA PN ROV DI90NY DDIN 913 7NN NN 02 NN Y8aN
072N PRN NWIS NAW K310 NITON

DR TR 7 17 TR 1Y NP NRW N2 IRG PR IPIT PR OJIRG YR ORT 70010 YEIAA7 18 YA
YT POT DPPR IVIYP TR TORT T IN,DORDMT N2 PR IYIR DMNORT N2 PR (RN 12°0 T1R7) T Iy
..7F9YI0 N7 11D ARD OYT 1R 0°10 9 DY, A0 N1 NpYTH D M

T2XDITR HIRT OXN W7 YUWIY °T PR ,DROIT N0 PR TT UIHYI OXN PR X LOYIWA 1IN
ZROPWIT ROPIN 1D PIY T IINYA TR DX 2 OXN F°19FT 121 1R 1°7 9P OF IX — PR ANWKY 1opwna
1IN PR IR, TIRVYIE RIX IZ 13 7°T YIRIYA OXT URT (WD 222w 7uyRNIw u *22n7 T17-5Y)
D°X 22 1230 IR P13 — NPRWAL >0 TR N1PIMA2 0 ,LINYA DOX TIRA JIPT 197 7IRT ... IR 021 PR'D

JIDMN PO AR Y OYT PR VD) ,A9N N1 NPTTA ND PIY T N 290D Iy KIK
534,529 /D R”TT B72WN WTIR MW

T72WN ND1ITT NKRT "RYIN NITWn

TORM TTIVVYIRDDIPYT PR ... ARD 2 LIVF PTIX VDT AN JTOBIR YT ORIA IR JOYIYR LR
19992 90 12399 TIRT R 11972 R D1IRN L7992 K 1R OXT
231 /D R”TT T772WN WTR MW

AT 12Ya NP1 NPT ATy yup any 674 1My

NIIY 925 NOD OX 9PN MY JaAN ,NPIYNNT 99977 NY
:(121N1N) = (N"NWN) 17°D2 N N2 171NN 12T-2D (VNN) 1'R0RT PIX* 271172 110N

. NTAIY 920 X°7 DX APIN2 TIAY? 22X ,NPIPNNY 01277 R? 27NWn? (X

19N

MY P9 — 57992°X D290 HNIN
TNUN NAY WTT WRIT /R "W O R0 RTIN 270 1210 101

/121 MNAN INPYY (MR %08) Statue of Libertyn Y¥R AMIn 1PAYAW “NN9°0 An°an TITI-2Y
191 PIWN3 721 OR : R7DOPW 7N PO IR
D7WUN IW2RIMU-"R0I"R NWN



P MYMI2%X PYTA DN T DORXT RYW 197579” YUp nR 676 TV

715990 NNY” 0% 0) PIYTnb
(1211 = (W72WnN) 13N NN MU NP2TN2 DA NN 1783 N2i11i2 27 DR

J/TI9NIN NRTZ — S1AWH 01T P22 OX NPNXA AIAN PRI
IRNVID 2R1INW 1771 "9n

NN wiaYnY 89 Yar 9277 :yara nndhw” yup onp 678 1Y

47309 MHHINNA P0INY NHID MAYnNn

WTIRN PR 7721 T NITOINT ANRNW 2N1D 12 2R R7NT2 G281 T™MaK 1711 1Ndn 2D 11unn
mToImM? 0°WTN 0°TN2N NU™2R NIUKRN NI'R 701N N™2D”7 R 91 NIRN 072100 “72° NIR 1292 12710
AR IR MMNW MXIRN 0210 NU™2P2A 1202 120006 T72M MRNU D8 ,)90d 2ra 01 an |, 717an

(i1”nwn 101 172) N1 Ti™2D D"aWwn? TNI"TNa N1ID1070 "A"812 119" (37N7IRA U1921) 02102 T m2u0n

— (WPRY) "wyn 7 9710 DR 12°DR

732 — M2 MIXIR OAPYW NP2AAN A7 O8I0 7720w W97 A% 77207 D°TAINAN TR XYM’ DR
LIREING MR — 77207 MTAINN2 5°017
287 ‘MD T TN "N ;R”"ND T12°8N

(77an »wi1Y Ny PYR 97857 "09IN 1P WA W 21T 91T YT7an 2w 1=y oo 19 npnn” yup nT1p 691 1Y
DY NP2

D9IN 972D DY NNIYW YOLINNAY
(720N W 777 OTND? "101 IR1971-"N11 021 1122°W 0127 07107W 121D 2D 171117 01" 11?2 1Ndnn

L TORVDW PR TVIPERD PWOTR 12N YN VIO PR 1979 PX [L..] 772 WO IR YOOIy TR

TOPRIYOYA YIWIWR X LR WLIRIPH TN LOWNNRD YT TOX PR OY IX TN XA PN
PYITR MR X DOMTW YIYRYD0 TIX LPOW PR VI PR OXN OYYIRID OYT JORIVYIPLIR
T RT IR PROIEIYT LJUDIYA PR DIPIPRRD PR IPIOT WO WORD ,0UPIYRAYR 0T 0N JOIPERD

A7TR (DI79HRWY) 0127 YIIURODK 1X IR LIPIYIANI 17RO O K PR IR VI NPT OXN 01PN
MTY/R IR R72T WTIR NTIR

DIV NPT N DN NNV , 0NN NN 9PaAY
(T7WN AR TMN ®7) 72870 M7 1AIR2 P77 IA0 177INTR 272 ANonn

D205 DR TP2Y 790A2 70090 NP7 WA NTNPA F2IYA 7ORIWS a7 T DY 9707 YOxaD 2130 31
SPAS — NITAN NOWA DPI2TAN — DOPYIN NTMA TNTO 1PN W7 IRY 770 PT0N NTIR 220 19D RIAN

VRANY NS [ ST mnse S PR nnee nmen| 62



077 Y2 DRIPN DPRY 19X, DTNV AXIPY D°IAKD 07 RU¥AA?1 XIRA WIN 172 D°9INT DO3XO7 DX
..O7°2P Oy N3TNA°
MMN7 7R T7T P77 1an 17INTR 272 UTR IR

MR OINYY 9PAY TOIN NN ,NNNX DY 91925 72991 PN

1T T 2D WX WUMRAM? 011 112 TD1”7 URT W 1T [ 2702 P77 11010 717INTR 272 2NdNn
(LN pwnn 177 2R

PR 72X K17 210 VYD MNP 2 23 PRI ,A9729) A2WY 170° WK D79 NP 2 1NN MIPN DR YT 10K
D°2°9% APINAY DPR NP 00T ,D00IN P02 21AN 00NN WK CNYT /R OYD Dpanw in pUoon it

. I2INT MY DR AT DOTIYA AYWD DMWY DPARWD WK 00311 01w, MNP DNy P
TIRN/A AR T P71 17NTR 70 WTR NTIR

D7D D191 N IPOYNY DIVWIX MIYY
MInn T 2D WK WUMRAT? 07211 N2 T017 WX 20T, IITIA I 27702 P77 a0 17018 272 ANonn
(N7WN R T7) 72RW

D17Y3 7ONA 2071 TWR PRI TINN T Y WX WYINIRIPY D00 NP T WRI-2WH Y 130 1l
QPN P2 NN DUawA DUTPY YATRY DMWY NIRD WHW 0 — am3 X 1D ANy nYS — 0% nhw mw
W AR JPT WK 70 LMK DRI NPT T WK DN DR YOAA ORI 7NN T DY WR WHNRND
7PN ,00AYR — ¥ — DUINN DIPWA AT 0P DPING *N23 0VT0D DTN 1P M YK D0
2127 1PRY AN L JONAWT W FWITPM IRPT PNY IR AP IR D0 PR 1IN MY XIPY 12 WORY
P2ON MIR DRMAT MYS POV PPN ,0ANIR DTNYY POV L AYY YAND 1107 IRIPT MEYA KpY
AN IR AWAN PR DMWY 0P WYMRY 2PN PN, PTD AIEP 790N IR 19507 9D DR $5oNnT
LI D702 N2TH DX VTN WD DY

DO P2 NNAN DR CTIA M QWAL 100N V1IN D71 TIN NYYaN TRM IRMA 7103 010
TN W2 D27 XD /N2 1INV OPTADY 27 2NAW1 TNYD AWYTIPN DNTI2Y 100X 0D WHOMIRIAYD
SN2 AR 71T P70 1710TR 272 WTIR NTIR

090K OY MY7YA” WA 4013 117A 901 ("R 2102”) B W 1Tan oanry 691 Ty

2YPON 89 ISP

0>9°0K OV V992 NDI *YXIN MAXYUN
172WN 21731 NAW 27D) RN'TT9 ¥ 27712 2AN21N

LD MORT "N DPREAIT PRIW® 212 1K 1A% PRIYEA 05 70 Y 170112051 *nvap oy
PR MITH ORTIA ATAW NIOTT DTN 592 MITHOR PIAD ,00ARD MINM Man mowa ¥¥an oy wpa
LRI 0O7°2 T2 KD MIIYD2 MAYY IMIX THYN N3¥2 ALY IR PMPN PUAR) KD TR

63 ®704004m wotam -
U /&d) T1add] T



AWYA OTD ART R2AT? N0 PYXIAN NIND PP N, IP0YN KIT AWYR WK D77 11900 NARM 00 O3 ...

Ny DOR¥MITIPKY 19921 ,5792 PRIWS NI 212 DY 00N 0 QAN *20102 1Y N2 NRY n°a 5302

AN AMXA 0P OR? WHRY ,7IN2 DOR¥AIT NITYA 07 02120 AWM 7172 7722 WK ,0°0KT N°22 ANy
Rulsta)7AuiletabNabalridalRalelahy

RTINVR™ IR R72TT WTIR NNIR

IVUN YWTINT DNN 998D DAY MINTD
(2D q'DD) U72WN ,NAW NAW , T2 NWII NAW RN NITWN

:0°MND°7 O VO TTNIND TR ORN TATR PIY IR KT 1R ,D™NOKT %2 PR T IPIOYA ORI 718 YA
NP2 PR T IYIOYA ORN TR T IR IPIVIRNIND 18 22 DOWH (90T P2I7N 3T ORN ITA XPD K PR'D
ORT 17 DPR IVIVP 19XT T IR 1D IR PR ,DNDYD0 O 2992 JOTEYRN YIYNT IYMIPR 19K DUNORA

TX DROR DAIYIA 227 IPUIR YT N 700 72 MW 11D SNYY 909K MIAT WO DMNDODR O 2”7 OXN
YD 19T DRT JHORD YT IX 7D 1R 112 YD YT

17922 IYIR) M2IPAT 2172 OXN — 00737 O PREIN X YA IPIPIRNIND IR Y2 KT 77 7 20N
007 772 1177 11X ,0°20127 NRY 187 0°15 93 531,011 AR /PNWI 71970 071X 191 vRYuY (Mnpn
1M ORT — ((VIRTYA JT°X 1°°P IR ©°1) DPNOXT N°2 PR K 712 FARIT °T N 317°D) 7°NWY 970K °T 17
.0°15°27 01° XXM TVORDOR 1¥IPP T°T TPRT T IR MW X 1°°7 PRT 0219707 01 PRX NI IR 1797

— (17°90°IX OXT 1¥P/7 IR JVIRT) 71210 MXA X ¥AI2 IR IR ,D°7 77 271X P22 TIN IRIWT PR
DRI’ IR 72310 197 1YP ,N0I0N N2 K XT R (T 119 N PPN X PR 0°15 9D 7)) DPNMOXT N2 2172 OXN
JI20 379w X TORM IVIVP TUIRT PRI/D IR 19X IX PR IXT QYT 0IRT VIyOY

1217901 7TAN2 DNAwY” IR, /T 07 18 YA IR AT 71T 9N

36 /D R”TT U72WN WTIR MW

AN IPIVTN NIY DIPON 913y 7NN NN DI NN Y8an
720N PRN W9 NAW "R31M Nmwn

DR TR 7 17 TR 1Y N2 NRY N2 IRG PR YT PR OJIRA YR ORT 70010 YEIAT I8 YA

YT 1OT DPPR IVIYP TR TORT M IN QOO N2 PR IYIR DMNORT N2 PR (RN 12°0 TPR7) T Y0y
..7F191I0 NRTZ 11D ARD OYT PR 0°1D 2 93,7930 N1 NpYTA D M

534,529 /D R”TT B72WN WTIR MW

999N 1193 PIOTNY 1I91PY NI
(072WN 1202) - (MP19R OT,A" 079 NN 12°0RN 27) P2 N0 2772 MTIM 277 M2

...The Rebbe’s first question to him was, “What are you doing for the Jews confined in South
African prisons?” My husband replied that he did what he could, although not much was permitted.

He visited the prisoners regularly, brought them food parcels for Passover and Rosh Hashanah, and
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distributed prayerbooks. The Bible was the only book that the prisoners were allowed to have, and

he would tell the prison wardens that the prayerbook was “our Bible.”
“What about Chanukah candles?” the Rebbe asked.
“This would not be permitted,” my husband said.

But the Rebbe did not accept this answer: “Do you realize how much a little bit of light would
mean to somebody incarcerated in a dark cell? How important it would be if they could light

Chanukah candles? Can’t you arrange it?”

My husband promised that when he returned home, he’d try. “I will do my best to see that it’s

done next year.” But again the Rebbe did not accept this answer:
“What about this year?”

My husband pointed out that he was in New York at the moment, far away from Pretoria — and
besides, there was not enough time do anything. But the Rebbe simply said, “You can use the

telephone. Make whatever phone calls you need, and see what you can arrange.”
My husband promised to call in the morning, but the Rebbe said, “Why not now?”

My husband explained: with the seven-hour time difference between Pretoria and New York, it

was now the middle of the night over there.
“If you could call, whom would you call?” the Rebbe wanted to know.

My husband said he was friendly with General Sephton, an Afrikaans minister who was the

religious director of prisoners.
“Can’t you call him?” the Rebbe persisted.
“Yes, in the morning.”

“But if you were to call him now, he would realize how important this is . . . since you are
calling him from overseas in the middle of the night.”
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I received your letter ... in which you write about your work in connection with handicapped

Jewish children...

There is no need to emphasize to you at length that it is the duty of every Jew to do everything
that he or she can to help other Jews, particularly special children who need special attention and

care. Indeed, this is the elementary duty associated with the Mitzvo of V’ohavto L'reacho Komocho.

Noting your interest and devotion to this activity, there is no need to elaborate to you on the
above, but only to add that we have the assurance of Yogato u’Motzoso, namely that when a real
effort is made, achievement is assured even beyond expectation.
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Historically—from the birth of our nation to this day—Jewish identity, in the fullest sense of
this term, has been synonymous with traditional Torah-Judaism as our way of life in everyday living.
Other factors commonly associated with a national identity, such as language, territory, dress, etc.,
could not have played a decisive role in Jewish survival, since these changed from time to time and
from place to place. The only factor that has not changed throughout our long history has been the
Torah and Mitzvos which are “our life and the length of our days.” The same Tefillin, Tzitzis,
Shabbos and Yom-Tov have been observed by Jews everywhere in all generations. Clearly there is no

substitute for the Torah-way as the source and essence of our Jewish people.

Recognizing this prima facie fact, means recognizing that Jewish survival depends on the kind of
education that develops and nourishes Jewish identity in the fullest measure. And this must surely be

the highest priority of all communal services.

With regard to Jewish retarded—parenthetically, I prefer some such term as “special” people,
not simply as a euphemism, but because it would more accurately reflect their situation, especially in
view of the fact that in many cases the retardation is limited to the capacity to absorb and assimilate
knowledge, while in other areas they may be quite normal or even above average—the Jewish

identity factor is even more important, not only per se but also for its therapeutic value. The actual
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practice of Mitzvos in the everyday life provides a tangible way by which these special people of all
ages can, despite their handicap, identify with their families and with other fellow Jews in their
surroundings, and generally keep in touch with reality. Even if mentally they may not fully grasp the
meaning of these rituals, subconsciously they are bound to feel at home in such an environment, and

in many cases could participate in such activities also on the conscious level.

...In regard to special children, when every additional benefit, however seemingly small, in their
formative years will be compounded many times over as they grow older. In their case it is even more
important to bear in mind that while they may be handicapped in their mental and intellectual
capacity, and indeed because of it, every possible emphasis should be placed on the tangible and
audio-visual aspects of Jewish education in terms of the actual practice of Mitzvos and religious
observances.
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Encourage him that he will not be, he is not forgotten o12w1 on. He said from time to time that
he is mp» P11 in Bologna and all these people are in Crown Heights. You can tell him that he is
doing a very big job, even bigger than the people are doing here.
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