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“CUSTOM MADE” - Iyar 5734

]
(u/(/
CUSTOM MADE ~

H
t{ ’M‘) i ® Rabbl Abraham Stone

~
Y
// “Customs do a people make..."
//////’Jews are noted for theilr grand customs. During centuries of

u’ wandering. from the Holy soll to the shores of Babylon, from ancient

Oriental communities to the modern era of Western ci®ilization, our
/ people have retained their treasured rites and customs, rooted in the,

| Talmudic and post-Talmudic lore. Wherever Jews journeyed, thelr

traditions accompanied them. These customs, of course, were more than
just relics of the past., They always breathed 1life and vigor into the
Jewish home,subtly merging the past with the present.

. The Seder night (first two nights of Passover; in Israel, Jjust the
fit@f night), when families and friends gather in festive attire to com-
‘jonqrate the mass exodus of our ancestors from Egypt, is a night whichﬁ
abounds with age-old customs., These, for the most part, are succintly i
é&iplled in one of Judaism's most precious works, the Haggadah, which
is read on this auspicious evening. This fascinating volume undargoes”i’
:Bpu‘i 11terary dissection by scholars and laymen alike., And for good
reason, Every word of this magnum opus contains golden nuggets of
G-dly wisdom, spiritual beachings and moral codes.

The story 1s told of a young man who was sitting at the Seder for the
first time in his 1life. His curlosity was aroused by every event that
took place that evening. He llsteneQ;houghgand wondered about all the
beautiful parts of the Haggadah, He was particularly intrigued when the
youngest member of the family stood up and asked a series of four questions

- the Ma Nishtana.

o <o

v \Fb “Why 1s this night different from all other nights"?

(37

Throughout the entire service, he pondered -Why is this night different..

L The holiday of Pesach sped by qukkly and the young man enJo?’Bd every

. This fascinating volume undergoes an annual literary dissection by scholars
and laymen alike. . .
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moment of it.

Half a year later, he was once again invited to spend a week with this
iprticular familt{ - this time for the holiday of Sukkos. Everyone went out
into A the small cozy Sukkah. The silverware, dishes and other ware were
taken out of the kitchen and brought into this little hutfjcovered with
bright, fresh evergreens.

'r'.,e';'i//\

The—first-nightof Sukkos—arrived. The head of the family chanted the
traditional Kiddush. (This the guest remembered hearing on Pesach). They
then washed their hands and sat down to eat.,

During the meal, he felt something was missing. The Four Questions?
Why doesn't someone - or everyone - stand up and ask: "Why is this nightﬁof
Sukkos di%ferent from all other nights"? Why aren't we eating in our

comfortable dining room; why the suddeﬁlchange from a comfortable home
into the small confines of a simple hut?

They finally reached the end of the meal and dessert was being served,
He was no longer able to contain himself. “Why doesn't someone ask the
”four questlons tonlght?“, he exclaimed. The father replied,

e "Throughout the centurles Jews have wandered from one land to another.
They never really experienced a truly stable life, where they were assured
of an everlasting haven of peace and security. The Sukkah, a small, tempo-
oréry hut, symbolizes the Jew's temporary dwelling in the lands of éxile.
over a span of some 2,000 yeaés.

"Being accustomed to such a life, the Jew's curiosity is not aroused
when he takes leave of his nome and goes into the Sukkah., This has been his
"lot" throughout the generations. He was always subjected to persecution,
being uprooted from home and sometimes even from entire communities .

Perhaps he looks at himself as the perpetual "underdog".
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"Oon Pesach, however, when everyone sits around a table bedecked
swith the finest wares, the house sparkling and gleaming, in an atmos-
phere of sovereignity and pride, then we ask:"Why is this night different
from all others?” Why is it that tonight we unshackle ourselves from the
mood of suffering and persecution, and act instead as Kings, Queens,
primces and princesses? It is precisely on the ewe of Pesach that the
child is puzzled by thé é§¥;Z§3523~of the Seder table, which seems so
unlike the real character and 1life of the Jew.

# The Four Questions *

_ Bager to attract the child's mind and fancy, we display many un-
familiar things on the Seder table. The youngster is encouraged to stay
awake to ask questions and we should be ready, willing,and able %o
answer them .

At the very outset of the Haggadah the youngest ene becomes the &

anﬁ axtraction, as he proudly rec1tes the "Four Questlons . These

. s e e bl S 4

zquestiols'ixm S0 simple, and yet so deep. Tet ﬁs 1eave the 31mplicity ET
the child, while we proceed to explore and analyze some of the scholarly
inéights hidden in this short four-point questionnaire.
In the Talmud and its exegesis we find the order of these questions,
as ° well as their content, presented in various and different forms.
The first enumeration of the queries is given in the ltghn;l}
"After the second cup of wine is poured, the son asks his father,

Ma nishtana halayla hazeh mikol haleylos'- "Why is this night different

from all other nights?”

"On all other nights we eat both chametz = (leavened bread) and
matza(unleavened bread)’, on this night we eat only matza.

"on all other nights we eat all types of vegetables, tonight we

eat moror(bitter herbs).
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e
"on all other nights we eat meat which has been roasted, stewed or
~ cooked, but on this night we eat only roasted meat".( This question, per-
taining to the meat of the Paschal lamb, was askedoonly when the Beis-
Hamikdosh existed).
“"Oon all other mights we do not dip(ﬁur food in a 11qu§& even oncej on
this ﬁight we dip twice (first, parsley in salt water and then_moror

n charoses) .

.vThe 1as% question, which is asked nowadays, "Why is it that on all

’

other nigﬁts we eat either sitting or reclining, and tonight we eat only
reclining?" is completely omitted from the Mishna, as will be discussed further .
i According to other Talmudic authorities, the questions are to be asked
in a different order: 1) *Dipping' 2)Matza 3)Moror 4) Reclinlng(zz
This latter sequence is stated in many Rabbinic sources 3), also found in
the first printed Haggadah (Soncino, 1485), and it is the order followed
today according to Minhag ChabadgLubavitch)
: Lookihg closely, however, this latter arrangement does not seem to be
consistent sither with the importance of the subjects or with that which
the child sees first on the Seder table.
Jhccording to the nature of their importance, the questions should have
been grouped as follows:
1)Matza and ‘then 2)Moror, since the eating of Matza is a Biblical
‘congndment, whereas moror, in our days, is only a Rabbinical requirement.
3) The third question should be that of *reclining’, which signifies the
aspect of freedom, and then 4)Dipping. ;éhis question should come lasﬁhince
it is only a matter of éuétom (to dip parsley in salt water) as expressed
in the Gemora (5). "Phe purpose of the first dipping is to arouse the child's
curiosity, when he sees something which is not done throughout the year”.
Even if the "four questions" are placed in the order of things which

the child notices first, 'dipping'should certainly not head the list (as is
done in Minhag Chabad,, based on the Talmudic references). Either it should
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come last, inasmuch as the primary 'dipping' 1s the second one,

f} i.e, moror in charoseth; or, at least after 'reclining’',since reclining
N is to take place at Kiddush, preceding even the first dipping.

Why then, according to Minhag Chabad, based on the afore-mentioned
references, does 'dipping' take priority over all the other questions?
Before answering this query, there is yet another cogent issue: Why

opinions, come las

does the gquestion of 'reclining', accorg

The query of reclining,

Originally, people

instituted a long time after the previous questions.
Cx were accustomed to eat in a reclining position throughout the entire year;
andAthegefore. this would not arouse the child's curiosity on Pesach eve.

}Hgnoo, no mention of this question is made either in the Mishna or Gemora.
It'iuJPOt until people discontinued the habit of reclining during meals

\thnt the Rabbis added this query to the Ma Nishtana,
i
o gy -however;-does not coincide with the Bnnban':7

‘ g -

& eludes both the question of ‘reclining’ and that of
i:rd;ltodbnott' in the Ma Nishtana text (6). The latter question, concern=-
,.jﬁj&’roastcd meat®, was asked only in the era of the Holy Temple, and it
';l seen from here that the question of ‘reclining’' was also asked at that
time.- (MM . ;
One may now ask: According to the Rambam, why isn't the question of
'roolinlng' mentioned in the Talmud? We then must say that in the Rambam's
A version of the Mishna or Gcnora,this question 1s listed. Certainly, the
' Rambam would not add something to a traditional text unless he had a
definite source for 1it. ; N
Another point may be added to this dilcusaion. In the various
Talmudic texts and manuseripts, numerous variances are noted not only in
the order of the questions, but also in the number. Some &exts, surprising-

1y, omit the question of moror, and some leave out 'roasting'(even in the

(7
time of the Beils -Hamikdosh) .

[[t seems the Rebbe originally corrected=] .. The query of reclining, the Graw{Vilner
GaonZ"H-explains; according to some commentators . . This The Graw’s . .[later
the Rebbe signaled to remove the entire piece by striking three lines over it.]
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= 6 =
A Single Question
p The reason for these diversitles 1s because, in the legal aspect,
it is not man‘atory to recite all the questions., This can be seen
from the following narrative (ET:

"Onoé, Abaye was celebrating Pesach eve at the home of his uncle
and master, Rabba. Abaye was surprised to see that, in the beginning
of the Seder, the plate was taken away from him,

“We haven't even begun to eat"”, Abaye remarked, "and you are
already taking away the plate"?

“Now", Rabba replied, "you have exempted us from saying thecMa
Nishtana”.

Once Abaye had asked a question about the Seder table, they were

no longer required to ask any more questions, but could proceed with

. the answer, tho story of the many years of enslavement in Egyptian

ey

.to afewré fﬁiveuriosltivbr thc anloekors and‘avnkc‘the'qntatieutng
which 1n1tiates_the reading of the Haggadah,

From this episode we can inferrthat, originally, there were
different customs in the recital of the Ma Nishtana,or, perhaps there
was no set custom at all.

It was not until a later date that the Rabbls decided to combine
all the customs and they then established the universal order of recit-
ing five questions - 1nq1ud1n§ that of ‘roasted meat’-~ so that all
Jews should follow a uniform §attern.

Now that one question has been answered, we are still left with
the other one:

Why, according to the Talmud Yerushalmi and other early Rabbinic
sources, does the Ma Nishtana begin with the question of ‘'dipping’,
which pertains to a mere custom and not with items mentioned

explicitly in the Torah?
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Classification of Jewish Observances

~ In the setting of the Ma Nishtana (in the order listed according
to Minhag Chabad), it can be seen how much emphasis our Sages placed on
Jewish customs. At the very outset ofthe Seder, it is the custom
which takes precedence over everything else. In clear terms, the

Haggadah stresses thé constant need to safeguard Jewish customs which

are often overlooked or completely neglected. A
Our rituslsé are generally divided into several groupings: PMA r ' 4l
—\ MWW haci
a)Biblical commandments b) Rabbinic injunctions and c)(gg;;;in. \\\ < 3

There are those who are fully aware of the magnitude of Biblical
laws.fggiiten directly in the Torah itself. These individuals fully
agree to the necessity of observing these edicts with utmost force
and vigor, even to the extent of self-sacrifice. ﬂLﬁ’if/

Even Rabbinic ordinances are accepted with simllar fortitude,
since they arerincluded in the Divine injunction of ‘Lo losursg):

“You shall not deviate from their words...;ﬁreat importance and valid-
1tn‘ro attached to these laws, as expressed in the decisive words .
ofinainonidol(IO):

“The Jewish Supreme Court which convened in Jerusalem (in one of
the chambers of the Holy Temple) was the primary source of the Oral
Toreh, They- the Judges - were the plllars of guidance, and from them

:Aennnated laws and statutes for all Jews, It was upon those Bahbis(g)
that the Torah relied in all legal-Halachic matters, as is written ,
“pecording to the law which they shall teach you, and according
to the judgment which they shall tell you, shall you d0ses" =This 1is
one of the positive commandments of the Torah., Everyone who professes
belief in Moses and his Torah is obligated to meticulously abide by

the rulings of the Rabbis.

.. c) “Minhogim” customs. ..
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“The injunctions of the Rabbis are divided into three categories:
a)There are thoeo laws which were duly transmitted from one generation
to another, iﬁiﬁh constituteg the basis of the “Oral Torah", b)Then
there are the rulings which the Sages, using their own judgment,
derived from Biblical passages, by means of the “13 rules" : : And
c) there are those injunctions which our great leaders established for
the purpose of making "a protective fence - 8yog - around the Tpra 5t
These were additional regulations, designated to preserve the Biblical
laws, When the situation or time warranted it, the Rabbis would insti-
tute a series of decrees and ordinances, many of which were later em-
bodied in the Code of Jewish Law which we have today,

!et.meé? those who strongly urge the maintenance and support
of the Biblical and Rebbinical laws have a tendency to snub ‘he customs,
"It il_gg;z a custom", they shrug. If the custom can be easily observed,
they will go along with it; but Af it calls rorfggfi%;;eririco. they
shun it,
L !h;i ioalon that when an endeavor is made to educate oﬁildron.in
the path of Torah - and to adhere to each and every ritual is consider-
ablyydifficult -, it is advantageous, at times, to overlook certain
customs and to put the yp!ﬁ emphasis on the fundamentals,

In the sequence’ of the "four questions”,-in the text wherein the
custom of 'dipping' taekes priority over the other subjects,- we are
given concrete guidance about this perspective:

The first thing that motivates a youngster, that which makes the
first impression upon him, 1is.net-a-Biblical-or-Rabbinie~ordinencey~bub
a Jewish custom., This custom which is uniquely different catches his
eye and leaves an enduring and indelible mark upon his mind,

In the dailly course of a child's 1life, he is often influenced by the

alien soclety around him, Even if Hl 1s a religious youngster who

.. Yet, many some of those ..

.. If the custom can be easily observed, they will go along with it; but if it calls
for some self-sacrifice, they shuniit..

to overlook certain customs and to put the main emphasis on the
fundamentals. ..

.. is net-a-Biblical-erRabibbinic-ordinance, but a Jewish custom. ..
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- =
maintains a dally schedule of Torah study, prayer and observance
of Mitzvohs, he may also be attracted by the outside culture. It is
imperative, therefore, for the child to recognize his esteemed
ldentity as a Jew, to know that there is “a distinction between
Israel and the other nations", and that "G-d has chosen us from
amongst all peoples”, If this feeling 1s not inherent in the youth,
his enthusiasm for the m.tzvofe he observes and the Torah he studies
will slowly dissipate and this might lead L-rd forbid- to the total
negation of Hitzvoﬁ's.

Customs And The Jewish Woman

We are therefore encouraged, on the Seder night, to instill
new vigor into the observance of Jewish customs, especially among
the youth. -

Our Sages oloarl, tell us that Jewlsh customs are truly a part
of Torah itself, mﬁiﬁ&%mwm traditional

 eustoms established by women, To cite one example from among the M

customs observed by the masses, as listed in the Talmud Yerushalmi

“The custom of women not to do work on Rosh-Chodesh(lst day of
each Jewish month) is a valid custom®,

M(nrefera to the Pirkei D'Rav Eliezer which sheds light on
the background of this observance:

When the Jews were involved in the sin of making the Golden
Calf, Aaron told them (Shmos 32:2), "Break off the golden rings which
are in the ears of your wives..." When the women heard of this propo-
sition, they refused to have any part of #t. Under no circumstances
were they going to give a)af t!}'ﬁ? Joyfry for such a disgraceful p
purpose, G-d repayed the action of those valiant women by enabling
them to observe Rosh-Chodesh on a higher plane then men,

Since all phases or our observance are a part of Torah, it.-is.net

/ﬂwmmw.n any of-the-rituslss @ll of

. and-they-even-go-to-the-extent-of lauding including traditional customs

established by women . .

. Under no circumstances were they going to give away their jewelry for such
a disgraceful purpose. ..

.are a part of torah, 4tisnotright to-make-any-distincetion-between-anyof the
rituals-Aall of
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Judaism'’s religious acts are to be performed with 39:‘& care and enthu-
slasm, as it is stated (Mishlei 5:6), “The path of life is not to be
weighed.ee"”

Rabbi Aba bar Kahana said(lu)a “One is not to evaluate the Iitzqu;,
to see which one merits oue greater reward, Why? Because the pathways
of Torah are indiscernible“,

Rabbi Chiya i1lluminates this 1dea with a parable:

Once a King had a beautiful garden and he hired skilled artisans to
cultivate it, without notifying them what thelr specific salary would be
for tending each tree. The King reasoned that if he were to tell them
what temuneration they would receive for taking care of the trees, each
worker would select the plant which would earn him the most money, Thus,
only a part of the plantation would be locked after, while the rgff/

7 would be rejmztEdx neglected.

" /\" mnerefore did Rabbi Acha, in the name of Rabbi Aba, says “G-d

' .
concealed the reward for the performance of Mitzvols in this world, in

.order that the Jews should fulfill them in their entirety". T g

“ It ig understood from the above that a person should not overlook

:any detaill in Torah precepts.

In addition, it 1s necessary to point out a fundamental in Jewish

,w%dﬁucation: The child must be aware that he 1s innately different from

others, he must recognize his foremost identity as a Jew., This recog-
nition is acquired primarily through Jewish customs., These seemingly
trite customs attract his immediate attention. They are generally
effective in instilling within the youngster the feeling that “You(G-d)
have chosen us from amongst\all nations”, which eventually leads to
*“and You, our King, have brought us c¢lose to Your service"~ this being
the base upon which the entire Torah stands. ‘

When Jewish children are properly trained and are taught that

Jewish customs are alsoc an integral part of Torah (as noted in ghe
QrETT e A

Judaism’s religious acts are to be performed with equal care and enthusiasm . .
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order of the Ma Nishtana , according to our Minhag Chabad) ,and that'

one must even be prepared to exert self-sacrifice in thelr observance,
if necessary, we are then able to reply to the four gquestions:

“We were slaves unto Pha@?h in Egypt, and the L-rd our G-d has
taken us out from there with a powerful hand and an outstretched arme...”

The Prophet Micha proclaims that the era of the future will
resemble the age of Yetzias-Mitzrayim -The Exodus. We fervently hope
and pray that the day will soon come when weLE}}jfiii}witness the final
end true redemption through the arrival of our Righteous Moshiach,.

1)Pesachim 10:k4
2)Pesachim 10. Rif, Rosh -The last two questions are omitted in the

latter references,

| '3)S1ddur Rav Amram Gaon, Siddur Rav Ssadya Gacn, Rambam's text of

Hagéadah. Tur #473 & Avudraham; both of whom comment on the
question of 'dipping' before that of ‘moror’'s Zevach Pesach, a
commentary on the Haggadah by the Abarbanel.

L4)Pesachim 1202
5)Ibid 1llha, Miahna.
6)Hilchos Chametz U'Matza 8:2
7)Sée Dikdukel-Sofrim- Pesachim 116a - for a listing of these variant
texts,
8)Pesachim 115b
9)Devorim 17:11
10)Hilchos Memrim 1:1-2
11)Beraysa of Rabbi Yishmael, Introductlion to Sifra.
12)Pesachim 411, Taanis 116
¥3)¥egilla 22b., PDR"E Ch.45.

14)Yalkut Shimoni Mishkel 1ibid.
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“IN OUR DEFENSE” - Autumn 5736 (vol. 17, 2)

7

DR

IN OUR DEFENSE U“
R ® [Rabbi_Abraham Stone o, .

On Rosh Hashana - the Jewish New Year - Jews throughout
the world offer their deepest and most heartrendering supplications
to the A-Imighty, asking for His Divine grace and mercy. It is
our hope that G-d grant each and every, 4og:3?g-de«oss S d6ad" 1 P
and sweet year, together with their families, in all matterss
Goodness, however, has no limit. Thus, G.d designated the
days between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippuréﬁﬁthe "Ten Days of
Repentance" in order to give us still another chance. Through
our positive action during these days, it is possible to effect
. even greater agﬁhonghouas on Yom Kippur, “that G-d will grant
‘/i us even more than before more 2g§§§g]ence and grace » from
His full and bFoad hand, as only
What action is expected of us during this period? As we
recite in the High Holi;?;y-Liturgy (Machzor)s 'Q'seshuvaz
u'sfilla, u'tzedaka' - ®Repentance, Prayer and Charity®.have
the effect of removing any and all evil decrees that may have
been pendingﬁ f%rough our sincere involvement in these three
phases of spiritual activity, we are able to evoke Ged's
bountiful grace, whereby He wdid grangﬁéur requests from His—
/fuT$\and bread ‘Hand. These three activities are our best 7(313’ )
9ﬁ1y "defense counsels™ which "speak on our behalf" during
\‘b(?als on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippury

" 4 \0 ; == Precise Terminology

[

S‘)‘n' Taking-a cursory loo/k(//%at the afores?d it appears at-first
glance, that these three aspaets are net unique amongat Jews,
but—arealso present—amongst goyim. Even ggzig,speak of, and
practice, the=performanee—eof "Repentance, Prayer and Charity".
Yet, when we examine this more closely, we will discover a
cardinal amd basic difference in the enactment of each of these
three tenets of Faith, as expressed by Jews and =|'havdil= by

—— )
goydme This distinction is also conveyed in the very words
themse lves - Teshuva, Tefil]a and zedaga.

Before . : el -iteelf, It fs
important to point out that, quite ofteny the true and eSfentia
’ r Qi /,
meaning of a Hebrew word or expression is not_pcoaen£e4u$n¢£$¢

can doe.

e

(AT

b

- géﬁéral -

R

. are our best - and enly defense counsel ..
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general meaning of the word, but ald—of its ramificationg{é#
usually lost in the simple translation, It is therefore advisable
that, when studying Torah (whatever subject it may be), one
should follow the original Hebrew text as much as possible,

Here, too, the usual transliations of "Repentance, Prayer
and Charity® do not convey the true Jeglgh concepts of 'Teshuva,

L]
Tefigla and Tzedaka',

Tesh
)DS?‘ eshuva
: Teshuva is usually rendered “repentancef: However, the exact
translation of "repentance®™ into Hebrew is a?haratah’;ané not
Teghuva. )

9enera1vt#ane+at*ena The translation offers, in most cases, zre

CEEEEFEP and [ggpq!g_are almost opposite conceptse

Charatah stresses a movement towards a new path of action by
the individual. He regrets that he coﬁltted an evil deed, or
failed to perform a good one, and now wishes to conduct himself
in a new manner., This is an essential part of ngnuva,but it does
not represent the totality of this important endeavor,

Teshuva, on the other hand, signiflés return, A Jew is
essentially good, and his innermost desire is to do what is right.
It is only due to various circumstances,:wholly or partly beyond
his control, that he has erred, His innate "self", however, is
essentially good, This is what many refer to as 'dos g]ggglg yid',
the very essence of Jewishness in the inner core of the/‘hear't.‘w

This is the Jewish concept of Tegng!a - a return to his
roots and origin, to his innermost self, revealing his inmate
personality, which will now beecome the master of his life,

In line with this perspective7it is now easier to understand

“how Tegngva fs applicable to each and every Jew, even to a
ngddik (righteous individual),

It is this theme of Teghuva which is portrayed in the vision
of the "burning. bush", as the Baa}-gggm-Tov homiletically
interprets the—famous appearance''’: \'

"And the Angel of the L-rd appeared unto him in a flame of
fire out of the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the
bush burned with fire, but the bush was not consumed. And Moses
saids 'I will turn aside now, and see this great sight..."

- The =
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The revelation in a flame of fire is interpreted b; gg
to mean, "a flame of fire, a heart of fire"®, The emissary of G-d
- the Angel - is revealed in the heart of fire. Relating this to
the personal |ife of each Jew, the "heart of fire™ refers to the
innermost core of the heart - wherein lies a very devout and
sincere yearning towards G-dliness. This iS~bhfi3héa in the verse(
"Her flashes are flashes of fire, a flame of the L-rd", which
exists in the center of every Jewish heart. o

" And Moses‘e id, 01 will tgrn_aside' upon-which Raghi
comments, "I will turn aside from here to move closer there",

-3-

2)

This was more than just physical maneuvering on the part of
Moses., Naturally, the wondrous sight of the "bush® caught his
attention, tha#eby causfng him to take an introspective look into
his own self, Moses fully understood the Divine vision and
purpose of the "fire in the bush"™, and it was this sight that
motivated him to Teshuva.

M*.k

However, ‘bedng-that Moses was a complete Tzagg] the
form of his Te §Q¥V3 was on a much higher level than ordinary

esggga. At the time of his birth it is stated that his mother
“saw him that he was good“(B), and our Sages note that the entire
house was illuminated from the newborn infant(a). Thus, his
§pgya took the form of "turning aside from _here and moving
closer to there". The underlying theme is not to be content with
one's present status (no matter how high it may be), for even a
complete Tzaddik constantly strives towards greater aspirations,
greater heights and greater accomplishments. There is never a
standstill -- he is always "turning aside from here®" for the
purpose of "moving closer to there®", which, in essence, is what
Te;ggva is all about. He is continually trying to come closer
to his innate "self" and bring it to the openf&u
On the other end, of—the-iine, Tesguva igreffective for the
sinner adst, No matter how low he may have fallen, he is always
capable of doing Te §nuva. The sinner is not expected to create
a new entity within himself and, likewise, the alienated Jew
does not 'convert' to Torah-true Judaism, as many erroneously
think. Rather, it is a return to his own real self, which is
activated through proper advice and counsel from our true Torah

- leaders =
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leaders and scholars,

Every Jew is essentially good, and even if he has erred, he
can always return to his true self, In the very core of the
Jewish heart there is an unyielding faith in G-d which, when
revealed, is expressed in a fervent thrust to observe G-d's Will
in every facet of life,

é’ y 1C\ Prayer - Betd e \D s,

Now we turn to the subject of Tefilla. The ‘exact translation
of "prayer®™ in Hebrew is 'bahggha'. Yet, amongst Jews;, it is not
referred to as 'bakgsha', but - Tefilla,

The connotations of the two words are contradictory.

Bakasha means a request, a plea, Tefillajf means to "attach
oneself", o

Bakagha stresses the request to the A-Imighty to grant us
our needs, When, however, we lack or desire nothing, then our
asking is superfluous(5). Tefilla signifies attaching oneself to
G-d, and is relevant to everyone at all times,

This interpretation of the word ef!k[g is seen in Raghi's
explanation of the naming of Jacob's son -Naftali( ) He
compares it to the terminology 'tz%mid Eﬁgl" "a close-bound
covering"(7); Rachel meant that G-d had enabled her to become
attached to her sister mLeahs and likewise bear children
(through her maid, Bilhah), e Ta;gam relates this passage to
the gqaxgr; th!lgs{ which Rachel had offered to G-d to grant
her offspring. Thus, the word 'Te;illa' incorporates both
meanings = prayer and attachment,

Every Jew has a soul that is bound and connected to G-d.
However, bsigaJ%hat the soul has descended into the corporeal
body and is closely bound to it, the soul is simultaneously
forced to be associated with material and mundang matters,
such as eating, drinking and the like. As=such,. ln the course of
time, its ties with the A-Imighty may become weakened4 To correct
this we have specified times during the day for Tefilia -~ to
renez and strengthen our spiritual ties with G-d,

Consequently, even for those who lack nothing mg}éfial,
there exists, with full force, the concept of Tefjlla, 'wanting
to get closet to G-d', so-to-speak, For, Tef!|lgldoes not only

- consist =
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consist of plea and request, but it is the primary means of
strengthening the bond and attachment between the Jew and his Creator,

Ny

é_______.—/"‘-— Charit! 7 ‘i’,‘"’.lk :“'/'!v//,‘ '0 s\’s

Tzedaka is usually rendered "charity". But the 9ma;t
translation of “charity" into Hebrew is 'chesed'.. Hetig”we don*t 7 T
use the term 'chg;sd', but aggaka, for agéin, the concepts
are antithetical,

CQgsed stresses the kindness of the givery The recepient
may not necessarily be deserving, nor the donor really obligated
to give, but out of his goodness, he gives, /wn

ngggka, on the other hand, comes from the Hebrew word j%&fd&
meaning " justice" é;&a&g&), signifying that justice demands of
the Jew that he give, and for two reasons:

a) He is obligated to give to someone else. He knows that he
is not really giving his own, but only that which has been
entrusteg to him by G-d to give to others,

;&%ﬁé everyone depends on the A-Imighty to provide for
his needs, although G~d certainly does not owe anything to
anyone, so is one obligated to repay "measure for measure"
and give to others, even though he does not owe it to them, This
unreserved action on the part of the person aJoc causes a similar
reaction from Above, that the A-Imighty wki ?I:t him more than
he deserves, since gg gave mope than,his/

“This is still more effectvve,ﬁa—%bé:g?*%£; ﬁ£ charity to the
Jewish community at large, and especially charity which goes
towards the upkeep of Torah institutions (a Yeshiva, Synagogue,
etc.)s Fory those who are being educated in these citadels of
Torah will eventually become the pillars of the Jewish home w=
indeed, Yeshiva students are, and should be, prepared to become
true leaders in their respective communities. Therefore, when
one shares his wealth with such Torah facilities, he is then able
to approach G-d and say: 'Look, O L-rd, I have done more than my
share for the support of ;gu; affairs = please give me more than
I deserve for oy affairst® piagei L horc i’

These, then, are the.th5eeunspae¢s of 'Tesggxg Tef[LJa
and Tzedaka', through which we are able to effect the siqning

V4

- and =

. since he gave more than his eapaeity duty . .
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and sealing of our fate in the Book of Life, Health and Happiness
(Chasima U'gmar Chasima Tova). When the Jew returns to his real
; ol inner "self" - éshuvaﬁw and attaches himself to G-d - efilla*,
W and gives charity righteously -Tzedaka, then all the good and
benevolence which Gpd had desfgnated on Rosh Hashana will be
greatly fincreased on Yom Kippur, for a good and sweet year, in

tRxfu the fullest sense,

Shmos 3323, Kuntres Bikur-Chicago é:_ii;:> E::}
2) Shir Hashirim 83:6 s :

3) Shmos 2:2, B

4) Rashi ibid. Sotah 12a.,___n e
5) S8ee Rambam Hilchot Tefilla 1:1-2
6) Bereishis 30:8.

7) Bamidbar 19:15.

Sotah 8b, Sanhedrin 90a,

B ———
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AN ANTI-POVERTY CHARTER” - Winter 5736 (vol 17, 3)

7
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‘L(n" AN ANTI-POVERTY CHARTER -~ ° il
[ e g
il TJQQ\ ® Rabbi Abraham Stone

ﬁé} In our times, although numerous plans and programs have
A been established to foster the cause of "anti-poverty", we still
have far to go until poverty is completely wiped out from our
midst, Whether it be the aged, the unemployed, religious
institutions, etc., hundreds and thousands of people the world
over are feeling the tight money-pinch due to the current global 2
financial crisis, ;g;,mﬂé;a2¢7ytgf

Assistance to the poor, however, is not bimding only upen- <
philanthropic organizations, welfare agencies and the like, 5
although they are thesprimary guardians of the needy and the
destitute, é%arlty,.jL Jewish\j??;:\is relegated to each individual
Jew and Jeweégj*gﬁa.it is the responsibiligy of every Jew to
help the less fortunate,

Now, in this pre-Purim season, jt is an opportune time to .
gain fresh insight into the real significance of Tzedaka, which cevetets
is more than the common notion of "give and take", he observance
of one of the Purim precepts,_:gggzz%iug/cIear expression of
the powerful dynamics of charity,ﬁgs applicable to all seasons
and days of the years.

In commemorating the miracle of Purim, we are commanded to(1)

"send portions each one to his friend, a qﬁgif;§?3g?2pe poor® o
e AL L ¢ 7
'‘matanot la'evyonim®’. Although, in jé:+¥234oﬁé, the’poor are uwé[%dﬂ/lgi
lted (3 i
given various % (ani, evyon, miskain, rash, dal, dach, mach,
s h 1 L ¥
etc.), the terminelegy used in‘} is passage is ?223-1;k evyon®,
In distinguishing between #ani? and *evyon" we aa%izg/two types
~— Wi
of paupers: Agﬁﬁé
An 'ani' is a poor individual who has some possesions. An
revyan® S ani"
evyan', however, is one who is poorer than an ni' and
fs therefore classified as someone "who has a desire for
everything'(z). He wants everything, even the most trivial matter,
since he himsedf has nothing at all, This intrinsic desire and
longing fiZJ?n type of assistance is found in the very name
W AbAr e (3)
'exxgn',hfrom the root *ava', meaning to desire « This, indeed,
represents the lowest level of mmxEerky poverty.
The term "desires everything®™ has yet another connotation

-to-

.. one who is even much poorer..
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“KEY TO THE GOOD LIFE” - Spring 5736 [vol. 17, 4]

s o &) Jlr CA el
of the month, it emerges once again f:em—4{s—sec+ue+on. In the
olden days, Beth-Din (the Jewish Supreme Court in Jerusalem) would
send out emissaries on the last day of each month to sight the

new moon. When their reports were verified, Beth-Din would
designate the ?irst day of the new month, This monthly procedure
is described at length in the Talmud(15). Later, the Sages
established the system of calculating the moled in advance, based
upon exact mathematical and é&ronomlcal coasz?;txon? This is how

the Jewish calendar, as we have it today, was #ﬁ&sﬂ#&d. Onge ;P/
ye-

calculg;fon-system was t int:d;f?ect, the testimony of/the

witgpé%es was no long®r requir

“ The moon, reappearing every month, is also symbolic of the
Jewish people, Like tmlégoon they will ulitimately reappear
after having been ceneeeated and sub jugated throughout the ages,
This opg}mfgtic outlook is expressed in the blessing over the

new m?og)- Kiddush Levana - recited at the beginning of each
1

month
"And G-d ordered the moon to renew itseif as a glorious

crown over those He sustained from birth (i.e. the Jews) who

likewise will experience a great rebirth of the nation in the future®,
After centuries of suffering, persecution and racial

discrimination endured\by our people, this passage implies that
they will someday -soon- be rejuvenated and their pride and glory
will fully illuminate the face of the earth., This refers to the
Geulah - the final and complete redemption through Moshiach =
that we are eagerly anticipating.

The above is aptly phrased in the Pirkej D'Rav Eliezer(17)=
"Just as the months are sanctified and renewed at the present
time, so will the Jews be sanctified and renewed in the future®,

All the aforementioned applies to Rosh-Chodesh in general,
Rosh-Chodesh Nissan, however, takcs—en special significance,
since the very first redemption and the long-awaited-for exodus
of our people commenced on that day, in the time of Moses,

)LThe Doors of Liberation

Although the actual departure from Egypt took place on the
15th of Nissan, we find that the doors of liberation were opened
on Rosh-Chodesh Nissan, This is verified by the first verse of

- Parshat =

" 4

0 his_caleulati : foct ¢! : ol
. This eptimistie outlook is expressed ..
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BASE FOR MIRACLES - Winter 5746 [vol. 25, 2]

/
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W BASE FOR MIRACLES "&”/
Rabbi Abraham Stone

The season of miracles is here. In delebrating Chanukah, we
~ hot only commemorate the ancient miracles wrought unto our ancestors-
the Hasmoneans-in their era, but we also hope and pray to see the same-

and even greater-miracles in our own times: Bayamim hahem, bizman hazeh

("In those days, © in our times"-2nd blessing reecited prior to kind-
ling the lights on each night of Chanukah).

A closer study of Chanukah and its historical background gives us
the key for miracles. Basically, we must establish a "base" for the
miracle to manifest itseEﬂL The base represents some effort on our
part in coming closer to G-d, although our act may be of minute sig-
nificance in proportion to the grand miracle which is longed for. We
have no assurance or guarantee that the miracle will indeed come, yet
we must do our part and then pray to G-d for His miraculous salvation.

The story of Chanukah is familiar: Upon driving out the Greek
forces from Jerusalem, the Hasmoneans immediately rushed to the Holy
Temple, ﬁhereiﬁ they saw vast defilement and desegiation. All of the
jars of pure olive oil had been bEQKéh/aﬁé defiled by the Greeks, and
the Ha%EQAEEnR (Priestg (kohanim) strongly desired to re-kindle the
Menorah that evening (25th of Kislev) with pure oil. Finally, after
a painstaking search, they discovered one small cruse of pure olive
0il in a hidden place with the seal of the High Priest sill intact.
They realized that it only contained an agount sufficient to last for
one night, and it would take them eight days to secure new, pure oil.
Without hesitation, they poured the contents of this cruse into the
seven branched Menorah in%he Sanctuary and lit each cup. Miraculously,
the Menorah remained 1it for a full eight days, until they replenished
their stock with new oil (Talmud, Shabbos 21b).

Beis Yesef (Rabbi Joseph Care) raises the following question

(orach-Chaim 670): Why did th%Sages establish the observance of

.. All the jars of pure olive oil had been breken and defiled by the Greeks, and
the Hasmeonean priests ..
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Chanukah for eight days? Since there was enough oA thezgruse

for one night, the miracle of its continuous burning ﬁés only ﬁerc&MLﬂg
the other seven days? He offers three answers:

a) At the very outset, the Hasmoneans divided the oil in the
cruse into eight parts, and each night they poured one paxrt into Ehe
Menorah; although it was a very small amount, only 1/8th of a day's
supply, it remained 1it until the morning. Thus a miracle ocurred
each night, including the first.

b) Another possibility: On the first night, after they poured
all the oil into the Menorah, they noticed that the cmuse was~not—
empty—put remained full as before. Thus th%miracle was evidént
even on the first night.

c) Or, on the first night they poured all the 0il into the
Menorah and the lights burned the whole night. In the morning, how-
ever, they came and found the cups of the Menorah still filled with
! 0il; this was tmue each night.

' Taz (ibid) questions the validity of these three answers,
inasmuch as we f£ind no clue that the miracle happened in one of these
i ways. If this were so, our Sages in the Talmud should have enlightened

i us and mentioned one of these methods” in order that we could know how

the miracle was evident even on the first night. Taz offers a novel
explanation:

1 Looking at the miraculous supply of the oil for dght dayss we

| see-retroactively-that there must have been a miracle even on the
first night. This is based on a phiigsaﬁﬁical principle,-as expressed

§ in the Zohar (II:153b). in its analysis of a story in Tanach (Kings IT:4)%

A certain woman, the wife of one of the sons of the Prophets,
| cried unto Elisha the Prophet, relating that her husband had died,

1 leaving her in dire poverty, and the creditors want to take away her

.. they noticed that the cruse wasnoetemptybut remained full as before
.. This is based on a philesephieal principle... )
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two sons as servants. Elisha asked her, "What do you have in the
house"? She replied that all she had was only one pot of mik olive
oil-and nothing else. He told her to go and borrow as many empty
vessels as she could from all her friends and neighbors. She should

then go home with her sons, lock the door, and begin pouring the oil

into the vessels, putting the full ones aside. H ; sons helped her,
andfone by ongﬂéhe continued f£illing up the empty Qessels. Miraculously,
all of the empty vessels were filled from the one pot of oil. But as
soon as there were no more empty vessels, the oil stopped flowing.

The lessoanohar tells us-is that G-d does not perform a miracle
and bestow His blessing unless there is some kind of "base" fof it to
stand and build on. No matter how small it is, G-d may then send His
blessing and greatly increase and multiply the small amount. Howevér,
in an empty area, where there is nothing to begin with, there can be
no blessing for creating a new entity.

The same applies to the Hasmoneans® oil. If all of the oil
would have burned the first night, there would have been no base for
the miracle to manifest itself. Certainly, then, even on the first
night some oil had to remain in the Menorah, although it burned the
whole night, and this small remaining part was the "base" for the
Divine miracle to increase it and make it last for eight days. Thus,
even on the first-night, the miracle was evident, for it burned the
whole night withoutpusing all of the oil.

Some Commentaries, however, question Tgz's viewpoint (Afikei-
Yehuda): How is it possible to say that in order for G-d to perform
a miracle, there must previously be a "base"; actually, the whole
Creation was ex nihilo, from sheer nothingness and in the‘same way,

cannot G-d perform any and all miracles from nothing? Elisha'®s story
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was different, inasmuch as the miracle came through a prophet, and

such a miraculous blessing could not be achieved on an empty basis.

In support of the E%E’ we find a similar perspective expressed
in Rambaub)wherein the Torah describes the gold rim around the Table

in the desert and later in the Holy Temple.

which stood in the Mishkanw(Tabernacleb\(Shmos 25:24) s

B%ﬁbi comments that the gold rim is a symbol of the crown of
kingship, as the Table denotes wealth and esteem. Rambam writes that
this is the underlying secret of the Table, inasmuch zxs as G-d's
blessing, from the time of Creation, is not manifest from sheer
nothingness, but the world follows a natural course, as is written
(Bereisﬁis 1:31), "And G-d saw all that He made and behold it was

very good". Upon the Table in the Sanctuary was placed the Showbread

(lechem hapanih); on these few loaves the blessing descended, and

from them there was a blessing of abundance and satisfaction for all
Jews the world over.

ThesTalmud links this with the physical site of the Table and
Menorah in the Holy & Temple (Baba Basra 147a): The Table was on the
northern side of the Sanctuary and the Menorah on the south. As
Rashi notes, each one benefited its kind. The bread on the Table,
on the northern side, elicited the Divine blessing that the northern
wind blow, which was then beneficial for the growth of wheat. The
olive 0il, which was used to kindle the Menorah on the southern side
of the Sanctuary, elicited the Divine blessing for the south wind,
which was beneficial for olives.

Similarly, Rambazi::les the Talmudic descr1 tl@n_Qf the division

| of the Showbread once a week by the kohanim Yoma 39a): i}
S am s L

s "Any kohain who received even only the/size of a bean {of the

7
o
Showbread) would eat it and be satiatedJ" Rashi notes that this was

true in the days of Shimon HaTzadik, when many miracles were seen in

i T ) 2415 i Wy L 5

. We find a similar perspective expressed in Ramban *) ..

.. Similarly, Ramban*¥) . .
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the Holy Temple, and a special Divine blessing was vested in the Showbread.
Thus, as long as there was a "base" to begin with-even if only

the minute size of a bean from the bread-the blessing descenéed to
L9
satiate the kohain who % ate it as if he ate a f meal.

——

In a practical ¥& Halacha, Shulchan-Aruch rules (Orach-Chaim 180:1):

One should not remove the tablecloth and bredd from the table until

after Bircas-hamazon ﬁﬂxxmching"). Magen-Avraham explains that the
- /T

Divine blessing does not vest itself on a empty ob&éct) but only ong

a "base" of something, as seen by Elisha;p4w;qu&;f

Mitzvah Through A Miracle

There is an interesting thepe r lating to using for a mitzvah/an
item whfgﬁ/existéfgiégzg; a miraciz.

K1i-Chemdah (Vayakhel/5) cites Chidushei Harim to supporﬁ the
Taz"é opinion: The rule is that all types of oil are unfit to use for
the Menorah (in the Holy Temple) except pure, refined olive oil
(Shm@$'27=20; Minachos 86a). Now, the Talmud (Minachos 69b) states
that ﬁébbi Zeira raised a question: If wheat descended-miraculously-
from the clouds when it rained, can it be used for the Two-loaves
offering (on Shevuous) in the Holy Temple? As Tosphos notes, since
the wheat came to the pé:ggjmiraculously, # 1t is not called "from
your habitations", which the Torah specifies for the usage of this
wheat (Vayikra 23:17)? In the same veiﬁ, the question can be raised
with reference tothe eight-day burning of o0il in the Menorah through

the Hasmoneans. Since this 0il came about through a miracle, it may

not have the status of shemen zayis (olive 0il) - since it did not
come from olives, but was shemen nes ("miracle o0il").Is it thus unfit
for the Menorah?

We must therefore accept Tazls opinion that in the miracle of

the oil there was a blessing, s@mu® namely, that some of the original

.. Magen Avraham explains that the divine blessing does not vest itself on an
empty objeet vessel, . .
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/////oil (the "base") remained on the first night, and it was this oil

which continued to increase miraculously, keeping the Menorah full for
eight days. Since all of the oil came from - and was based on - the
small amount of pure olive oil which remained, it is all regarded as

, olive 0il and fit for the Menorah., (This is based on a Halachic rule

!‘f rﬁ’[&dﬁé_?_ﬁ—, o La/:}éun /’W/ur'/»%d wcld i
that atever is added to a liquid in a bottle, cup, etc. acquires and
retains the same status as the original 1iqui§@‘ Thus Taz's explanation
is most appropriate, that ehé?é was a blessing for Some of the original

0il to remain in the Menorah' on the first night, and thus the Divine

miracle did not descend on an "empty base". We therefoee rk® celebrate
the miracle of, Chanukah by Klndllng the Menorah for eight days, (plus of

course, rec1t1ng the prayers of Al Hanissim and Hallg)}’
In our days, too, when we pray and beseech G-d for His mlrnculous

Lﬂessings and salvation-in our personal and communal lives-it behooves

each one of us to begin, to set a base, to do something positive for
G-d and Torah,even though what we do may seem so disproportinate to

the miracle needed—i}o reach out to a fellow Jew and help him/her
kindle the light of his/her Menorah, etc. Every mitzvah countst

May we merit to make the proper base and vessel-through assiduous Torah 3
study and meticulous observance of mitzvos-which, in turn, will elicit

G-d's unlimited miracles and blessings to £ill our homes and communities

with true joy and happiness, nachas ad success and everlasting peace

in the Holy Land (not by giving up our G-d-given territory but by
keeping and strengthening its borders and settlements--) and throughout

the world.

. This is based on a Halachic rule that (99 ©9pna) whatever is added to a

liquid in a bottle, cup, etc. acquires and retains the same status as the original
liquid. . .
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