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Mr. Chona Zvi Gorman
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Clapton ?

London, E.5

Greeting and Blessing°

I received your letter, whiech ig an acknowledgment of my letter,

I was pleaséd to read in 1t about your Shiurim, and I hope that you
make additional efforts from time to time in accordance with the
precegt of our Sages that all things of holiness should be on the
upgrade. '

With regard to the discussions and debates and questions about
which you wﬁite it is not the right way to engage in this kind of
futlile discussions which are endless and useless. There is only
room for discussion among people who are studying together and a
question! mes. up now and againgmand even. then they. ahouldabe -of. .
wminor cons geration. *

Generally speaking all the questions which ycu rmentioned have : al-
ready been aﬁswerea in our sacred books, and "those who continue to
argue about them do so mostly either because ‘of ignorance or mls-
chief. BSome people simply fear that if they aceepted the Torah and

- Mitzvoth fully they would be obliged to commit themselves in their
daily life and conduct, and give up certain pleasures, and the like.
Therefore, they try to’ Justify their misguided views ﬂy futile argu-
ments.

By way of example, I will take one question which you mention in
your leiter, and which apparently was impressed upon you as some-
thing complicated, but in reality the matter was discussed and solved
very simply in our sacred literature. I refer to the question of
how can man have free choice of :action if G-d already knows before-
hand what he is going to do? The answer to this is simple enough,

as can be seen on the basis of two illustrations.

1. Suppose ‘there is a human being who can foretell the future of
what is going to happen to a person. This does not mean that this
knowledge dgoprives that person from acting freely as before., It
only means that the knowledge of the forecaster is suech that it is
the knowledge of how the person will choose freely and of his own
volition. Similarly, G-d's knowledge of human actions is such that
does not deprive humans from their free choilce of action, but it
only means that G-d knows how the person will choose to act in a

- certain situation. To.formulate this in sclentifiec terms, we can
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say that the opposite to free choice is not pre-knowledge but compul-
sion, for there is such knowledge which does not entail compulsion
(as for example, knowledge of the past).

2. Every bellever in G-d, and not Jews only, believes that with G-d
the past, present and future are all the same, since He is above time
and space. -Just as in the case of human affairs, the fact that Mr, X
knows all-that happened to Mr. Y in the past, this knowledge did not
affect Mr. Y*s actions in the past, so G-d's knowledge of the future,
which is the same as His knowledge of the past doés not affect the
free choice of human action.

L,Frem the simple solution &% the above question you can draw sn =
fﬁanalegy in regard to all similar questions and be gure that there s
answer to! ‘them, and very often.a simple one. But the proper
way .13 to- fulfillithe.Toxah and Mitzvoth without question -
“to try ar 1 , aAny ing that on gwi ut

mmandme‘ts._%'”‘ £

and I hope that
he year.

1. trust tha 4 ted ‘Farbrefigen,
‘the ingpirat] “will b hroughout %

B T B

A letter of the Rebbe, written to E.Z. Gorman
on the subjeckof free-choice (mwaw mrnz)
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