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English Rendition

By the Grace of G~d
18th of Adar-sheni, 5708
Brooklym, N,Y.

Her Majesty
Queen Wilhelhina of the Netherlande

Blessing and Peace;

For hundreds of years the Kingdom of the Netherlands has
served as a symbol to the whole world with her spirit of humeni-
tarianism, and then as now it has served as gn asylum to all the
persseuted bocause of their religion or race.

To us Jows the Kingdom of the Netherlands has been a place
of refuge ;’nft‘;:luthe days of the Ingquisition, and 4n its shade n:.nny
of my people found shelter in s day of wrath,

It is not surprising, ﬁheraforo, tint we are deeply grateful
to Hollamd, and not only those of our People who are citizems but
ell my brethrer the children of Israel wherever they may be, and
We pray for her pemce and welfare always,

When the last war was over, we learned that once again the
Kingdom of the Netherlends and her people hed rigen to their tradi-
tional humenitarian heights; for et the time when the barbarians
were bathing in blood, the people of the Netherlands saved hundreds
of Jewish ehildren from the hands of their would-be murderers,

It is for the sake of these children that I appeal to your
¥ajesty from the depths of my héaré.

To the Jew the destruotion of the soul = Ged forbid - is worse

I
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Her Majesty
Queen Wilhelmina

than the destruction of the body. Hence physical salwation alone
is not a complete salvation, and countless are the martyrs of our
people who sacrificed their livesfor the sanctifieation of G=d's
Neme, since the prineiple of self-sacrifice for our faith is &
fundamental one in our life.

I am informed that of the Jewish children saved by the merei-
ful Dutch people (whom G-d will surely recompense with good) there
are many who have not, as yet, besn given an opportunity to return
%o their own people to whom they belong, and have not, as yet, been
enabled to be brought up in the spirit of traditionsl Judaism. Thus
these children are in danger of being condemned to a fate which is
regarded by us as a severance from the source of their souls, that is =
apiribual death,

It is 1noomoi'_mblo that the Dutch people would wish to have
upon 1ts conscience the guilt of denying this elementary humanitarian
right to the vietims of the war, by withholding from the unfortunate
Jewish orphans the opportunity to return to their own people and faith,

I therefore petition Your Mejesty to take a personal interest
in the fate of these Jewish orphans who are still under the care of
Dutch famjlies, that liberty be proclaimed unto them and that they be
enzbled to return their people and their faith without delay; for then,
and only then, will the Duteh people have fulfilled its duty to our perw
secuted people, and the salvation of the unfortunate orphans will be a

complete galvation in the spirit of true humanitarianism.
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Her Majesty
Queen Wilhelmina

I feel certain that Your Majesty will lend your kind heart
to this my petition, and the name of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and her people will once again be glorious in the whole world.

From one who prays for Your lMajesty's

welfare and happiness, snd for the welfare

and happiness of your great pecple,

s/s Joseph I. Schueersohn
Chief Rabbi

RJIS:nm
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SECRETARIE
VAN

H. M. DE KONINGIN 'S.GRAVENHAGE, August, 23 1948.

lire NeJ. Iiindel, Sceretary of
Rabbi of Lubewitz,

770 Eastern Parkway,

BROCKLYN 13 lN.Y¥e

Dear Sir,

I am to inform you that Her liajesty
regrets not to have received the letter

mentionned in your letter of July 22, 1948.

Yours trulw

-~/

I+ Kohastam.
. Private Secretary to H.li. the
Queen of the Netherlands.
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'MINISTERIE VAN JUSTITIE
{1-';I[vIb'ﬁiY OF JUSTICE} The Hague, December 20th. 19&8.

7th Department A

Nr. 1984, To Rabbi I. Schneersohn,
S 770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn N.Y.
U.S5.A.

———

Re: Jewish War Orphans.

With regard to your petition directed to H.lMsthe Queen
and transferred to me to deal with the subject, I have the
honour to inform you as follows:

The present provision for the educational, juridical
and material care of War Orphans had been prepared already
a long time before the liberation. lo difference was made
between Jewish and not-Jewish children, nor between minors
of the Dutch and of other nationality, such in clear con-
trast with the discrimination regarding religion, race or
political conviction as prevalent in Germany and elsewhere.
Those who during the German occupation, and frequently with |
imperilling their own lives, had taken into their house
Jewish children who were threatened with death, had only one
object in view namely to save the lives of these children.

By far in most cases these Jewish children, living
since several years with not-Jewish families, were sur-
rounded by the same love as the children of their foster-
parents. Risking their lives cultivated with many foster-
parents feelings which can be equalled to the feelings of
the real parents. The children grew, as a natural conse-
quence, into the foster-families and formed a part of them. |

After the liberation it had to be definitely settled
in whose hands the guidance of these children's lives was
to remain, that is: who was to be appointed as their L
guardian. This responsible task was entrusted to the inde-
pendant judge. In the. same way as in normal cases provisionsh
used to be made by the board of guardians, a Commission for
War Foster-Children was established which was to make
proposals to the judge and to advise him with regard to
the appointment of puardians. Pending the appointment of :
guardians the interests of the children are taken to heart i |

_ -also- }4
88, ﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁ 5000 - *48 ; /
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also by the same Commission., By law it was made compulsory
for everybedy who had taken in a war foster-child, to notify
the authorities of it, whilst the names of the children were
entered into a public register. The Netherlands is the only
country where such provisions have been made.

The Commission for War Foster-Children is composed of
pedagogues, doctors, lawyers as well as representatives of
former- illegal groups which had devoted themselves secretly
to the care of Jewish children during the occupation. As it
was proved that about 2/3 of the War Foster-Children were
of Jewish origin, the Commission was composed for about one
half of Jews of all classes, amongst whom the Chief Rabbi
Mr.Tal, as well as the president of the Netherlands-Jewish
Church, the publie notary lr.Spier. The Commission, when
considering the interests of each separate War Orphan,
keeps of course full account with the supposed wishes of
the deceased parents regarding the future education of
their children, whilst also full attention is riven to sub-
Jects of a general nature (the love with which the child is
surrounded, the moral and instructive fitness of the foster-
parents, their social position, state of health, etec.). Tt
was proved from experience that a certain percentage of the
Dutch Jewish parents emphatically wished that, in case they
should not survive the period of the occupation, the tie
between their children and the foster-families to which
these parents - often perscnz2lly - had entrusted theit
children, should continue to exist. In case both parents
or one of them should return after the war the parents, as
a matter of coursge, were united with their children. Owing
to circumstances the foster-parents themselves could and
would not in many cases keep the children after the libera-

tion. In such cases and others the Commission arranged a
E
~-transfer=-
§5. ‘i-‘( 305 - 5000 - 48
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transfer to Jewish surroundings, either with relatives of

the child or not. Only in about 350 cases the Commission
advised the judge to place a child of Jewish origin under
guardianship of not-Jewish persons. This amounts to a per-
centage of hardly 9% of the total amount of the LOOO Jewish
children that were saved and of about 17% of the 2040 war
foster-children (orphans). In other words: 91% of the Jewish
children that were saved and 83% of the Jewigh foster-child- |
ren are growing up in Jewish surroundings,

It needs not be emphasized that whenever the Commission
took a case into consideration religious motives formed a
point of extraordinary importance and only with rerard to
five children who on account of psychical reasons (that is
separation from their foster-parents whom they in the course
of years had learned to consider as their own parents) might
neot have endured a transfer without lasting harm, a2 child of
orthodox-Jewish parents was entrusted to the perpetual care
of its not-Jewish foster-parents. The Orthodoxy (Traditional
Judaism) formed, before the war, only about 12% of the
Jewish population.

Une can hardly speak of spiritual liberty with children
under & years of age. The Zreater majority of the above
mentioned 350 minors exists of children whe came to their
foster-parents at the age of not yet ) years. |

The activities of the Commission for War Foster-Children
will be concluded on the 1°% of September 1949.

I trust that the above information will convince you
of the fact that the interests of the Jewish War Orphans
have been taken to heart with great earnestness and with
complete acknowledgement of the great spiritual value of
an education in well-selected surroundings.,

The Mirister of Justice, =

M)

R
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TRANSLATION

By the COrace of G-4
10th of Shevat 09
February Oth, 1949
Brooklyn, N.Z.

The Honorable
Minister of Justice,
Ministerie Van Justitile,
The Hague.

Ret Jewish War Orphans
7th Department A
Hr. 1984

Dear Eir:

I thark you for your communication of December 20,
1948, and I am deeply appreciative of the detailed informatlion
centeined therein, It is gratifying te see that the respon-
sible aunthorities of the Netherlands governement have dealt
with the problem with earnest and profound concern. The Jewish
people will always cherish a sense of gratitude to the people
of the Netherlands for this noble and humanitarian service.

May I, however, be permitted to make the following
observations:

while the Commission for War Foster-Children has
ably discharged its duty towards the mteria.i welfare of the
Jevish war orphans whose fate had been entrusted Intec its hands,
I cannot agrece that it has done so also with regard to the
spiritual lives of the 350 Jewish orphans vho are placed under
the guardianship of non-Jewlsh rostar-pm:iu. In relation to
the total, the number is admittedly small, but in a ratter of

THE RESCUE OF JEWISH CHILDREN, HIDDEN IN HOLLAND DURING WWII



NNINN "N 1191102 INININW = INRIW" 719" NI

20

Hon, Minister of Justice Feb. 9, 1949

this kind each individual, man or child, is a world by himself.
Were the fate of but one child in the balance, it should have
deserved our utmost coneern, all the more so when the number is
350.

A Jewish child by birth should be permitted to grow

upiin the atmosphere of his Jewish heritage and remain Jewish,
It is true that one can hardly speak of spiritual liberty in

the case of children of six years of age. But preeisely because
they are not in a position to decide for themselves, we have no
right to make a fundamental change in their whole life by placing
children of Jewish birth to be brought up in a non-Jewish en-
vironment, This would constitute a grave injustiece to these

350 Jewish children, their martyred Jewish parents, and the
Jawicsh people as a whole.

We beg you, therefore, to submit our earnest plea to
the Commission for War Foster-Children and urge it to reconsider
the fate of these 350 Jewish war orphans with a view to returning
them to the fold of their people. Then, and only then, will the
record of this noble humenitarian work be a perfect one.

I firmly trust that this our request will be fulfilled,
and that we shall have the gratification of receiving the good
tidings that all the Jewish war orphans have been placed in the
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Hon, Mintster of Justice Feb. 9, 1949

care of an enviromment %o which, as Jewish children, they be-

long.
With prayeriful wishes for Divine
blessings,
#
5 s /
‘i ;””Lf / Rabbi/ Joseph I. Schneersohnﬁ’
RJIStn
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TS E R XU R N KU ST E

Ministry of Justice
T7th Department A

Nr. 2514

Re: Jewish War Orphans.
The Hague, March 2nd, 1949.

With regard to your favour of
February 9th, 1949, I beg to inform you
that according to your wishes I have
sent & copy of it to the Commission of
War TFToster-Children.

The Minister of Justice, °

M%LO

To Rabbi J.Schneersohn
770 EBastern Parkway
Brookiyn 13, N.Y.

United States of America.

£ Al ;
55, 5505 s000- 48
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JBANELATION

By the Grace of G=d

9th of Adar, 5709
(Mareh 10, 19%9)
Brooklyn, N,Y,

The Commission of War Foster-Children
The Ministry of Justice

The Hague.

Re: Jewish Var Orphans

Gentlenmeng

I am informed by the Honorable Minister of Justice
that a copy of my letter of February 9, 1949, addressed
to him, has been forwarded to you for action,

I feel certain that you will act favorably’ on my
request concerning the 350 Jewish wap orphans who had
not yet been placed in the care of Jewish foster-parents,
80 as to place every one of them under Jewlsh guardian-
ghip wvithout loss of time. Time 1is of the essence in
this case, since the very fate of these Jewish children
1s in the balance.

Assuring you of our grateful appreciation, and with
& prayer for your success,

Very truly yours,
/81igneds Joseph Isaac Schneersohn/

RJISs M
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COMMISSIE
VOOR OORLOGSPLEEGKINDEREN

AMSTERDAM,. AprilL2
Gelieve in Uw antwoord Bureau: Passeerdersgracht 30-3
te vermelden: SB;‘ RB. Telefoon 41703-38546

The Hon. Rabbli I. Schneersohn,
of Lubawltz,

770 Eastern Parkway,

BROOKLYN 13 N.Y.

We acknowledge receipt of your letter of March 10th, 1949,
that we obtained through the intermedliary of His Excellency
the Netherlands Minlster of Justice. Copy of your letter of
February 9th, 1949, reached us in due course, We herewith thank
you for the attention pald to the problem of the Dutch war-
orpnans, most of whom, of course, are of Jewish origin.

Ag to the about 350 Jewish war-orphans remaining with
their non-Jewlsh war-fosterparents we are sorry to say that
there is no possibility of changing their position as the
guardianship 1s confided to the =aid fosterparents. In this
conneéctlion it is necessary to point out that the task of our
Commission was merely that of an advisory council, and that
the Law charged the Courts of Justice with the rezulations
of the guardianships. As to the problem itself may we draw
your attention to the fact that 1700 of a total of 2040 war-
fosterchlldren of Jewlsh origin after the war were placed
in Jewish c¢circles again through the intermediary of our
Commission., On the other hand, it is a matter of fact that
only a minority of our murdered Jewish citizens would have
preferred for their children to be brought up after the war
and if they would fail to return, in Jewish circles even if
these circles were previously unknown to the childrens instead
of an education with the war-fosterfamilies, even if non-Jewish,
where the children met love and security and, so to speak, got
for the second time parents of their own.

As you certainly know, in Holland only about 12 percent
of the Jews were orthodox and only 2 or 3 percent Zionists
before the war. In many cases the parents themselves gave the
children to their non-Jewish friends and made them promise to
care for them, if they (the parents) should not return. But
even in other cases we are convinced that notwithstanding the
great Jewish renaissance, thanks to the revival of the State
of Israel, the majority of the Dutch Jews still want to leave
some of the war-fosterchildren with their war-fosterparents
because of the strong tie that has grown between these children
and their second home.

We, of course, quite understand the feelings of Jews all
over the world being anxlous not to lose their children spared
by the horrors of the German war, even 1if only a small group is
concerned. But unfortunately there is no possibility to find a
solution of the problem as satisfactory from the point of view

-of=
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COMMISSIE
VOOR OORLOGSPLEEGKINDEREN
Gelieve in Uw antwoord Bureau: Passeerdersgrachr 30-32
te vermelden: Telefoon 41703-38546

-2

of the Jewish community as from that of all other interests
of the children, psychological, characterological, etc.

May we end with the expression of our respectful
appreciation of your intentions.

On behalf of the Commissie voor Uorlogspleegkinderen,
(Commission for War-fosterchildren),

ﬁ“ﬁ' fw af@;/,%g Prof. Gesina H.J. van der Molen, chairman,

LA « j.
/ Dr. B.W. van Houten, secretary.

o ¢ 4% _
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NEDERLANDSCH -ISRAELIETISCHE
HOOFDSYNAGOGE

TE AMSTERDAM o
TELEFOON 51610 M P AMSTERDAM, Wisan. 2, f; Q9
PL. PARKLAAN 9 Apr 14 ]_St, 49

Bankiers: Lippmann Resenthal & Co.
MNieuwe Spiegelstraat -8,
Amsterdamsche Bank N.V
Bijkanteor : Sarphatistraat

Gem. Go N 4% B J/HR The lMost Referend Rabbi I.Schneersohn
Of Lubawitz

770 Eastern Parkway
BROOQKLYN 13.N.Y.

Dear Sir,

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Adar 8
in which you write us about the Jewish children,being
left behind after the war.

e are very sorry to have to inform you that we also
know alas that Jewish children fall among non-Jewish
hands, but we can tell you that several Jewish organi-
zations in Holland are doing their utmost to bring about
something for these children with the Netherlands autho-
rities, but alas not always to good purpose as desired
by us.

/

These days we expect a new action will be enacted again
here and we hope "2 to good purpose.

We have appreciated your letter very much and we are
grateful to you that you are so very much interested in
the Jewish community in Holland.
Thanking you once more, we remain, Dear Sir,

Yours very truly,

The managing-board of the Jewish
Community of Amsterdam
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Dear Family and Friends:

Thank you for joining us at our Simcha! May Hashem
grant that we meet only at happy occasions.

We are pleased to share with you "The Rescue of Jewish
Children Hidden in Holland During WWII", a collection of
correspondence between the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi
Joseph Isaac Shneersohn, 0.b.m., and the Queen of Holland,
Holland's Minister of Justice, the War Orphans Committee,
and Holland's Jewish community.

May we go from this joyous occasion to the ultimate
simcha: the imminent and complete Geulah.

Menachem Mendel and Devorah Esther
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