AN

nYJ NA2m™m
A, PRIV IN NNNWN

PRY Sy STavn oman
MNAYY

v"ywnn H15x 2"0
YRR PNTNS




M0 YW DANRY TN TN RIOINIY N ORI 1IN
JHNOM NN IO DY TV OTY 12 DRI M PIaY) NNOXIM

SNNND Y01 vrwAY NN

211 PR Y AT ANNAT 7Y AYTIN R A00wn 233 1220pW 1037 P73 myn
25P 'Y 27T WP MR — IMHw1 AN



3T nhD

DM DN N PRENY KW 12077 P17 170021, 1902 7w 21001 90 Yy 'aY 0 Tn Nx
2w Savb nan YoM Ynvn

PVNMNWA ANNWIY PN 21PN INAW DMONm D0 anwnt M2Y 1572 N0
JIIMIN2 NIWwA DMWIND DT 210 Y10 N2 PIW T DX AN

TINTN P NNNM2 Y7 PN 1TIRTN P NN IO YV, 012 Nwan 229 21021 Tnnwa
NPYMNN TNWNT.ANMNWA DDNNWNE Y% NTAM TNMWwN” v NNRTEN N2 MT Xw)
0*2aNon MY (2.9 1N NMNDWNY MW INWI 1N WTR MK (X 0770 1100Y
2771,09001 20 YW 1ORN, (11 WY D217) 1IRTN P71 (DMW 027Y2) XU IR PYon
2D T2 12N03W DMNIKNRY 9MINTR P MITAT (.12 9N 02270 NN INDANG W ax PN
NN YW XN2DA NNND MO0 (7070 YWITK T2 10D, pMIKAYY Phw YRPIN 270, 1Nn0
9TIVN DM YRR 27,0950 AN YW anm T omp (7.79X 127 Mym L, pmNayh Yayb nan
PN ONINYNW 277,100 AXD 02 NN 0NN LDNWw 07va MYV (1. KPR 7Y ANT
AMBYW TMWNY M vIRY2 INTYY ,GoKosher.org ToM YN ,pMmNayy Prw

TN 127N, WA TV WHIN MDIHNN N19722 TN TAN YD NN 7127 ,77207 X1,2100 9-Ni0

TTHT W2 YRWwr TAan” MY DM AWK AN DYV 210, TINm 020 MY T2

ORI MA N PR T0NY KT 1727 10M PV A0, annw 11 nww 91 ohwi mxinm
JI9NP NIT1,DMDY TwYn

11P1121 71202
1NN NNDWH PMRAYS NNDWNH

OIR PNTNY 19920 NN NI IR 5nn Ndw
PINY 13,0070 IRIP



AR DTN YWIR P ANOD
57IVM DRI SRPIY 237 ,1597
INDINY 7Y NI

The Rebbe’s letter on the
birth of the Kallah’s father
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213

Hyacinth 3-9250
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The Rebbe’s letter on the
birth of the Kallah’s mother

The Letter is addressed to
the Kallah’s grandfather,
Rabbi Levi Hezkia, the
Rebbe’s Shliach to Milan,
Italy for almost 50 years.

VYWN'T P19X 210 - PIINAYY PIw HIvD1 HTIvn Drm YW PRIWIT NNNwn Twn



P ORWID PWTR PO AN
D M Az PSR 277,790
IRDIRY PIPW ST HTIW

The Rebbe’s letter on the
wedding of the Kallah's
grandparents
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7O INY 195 M2an

Advice for concentration
during Davening; Greater
affinity for Nigleh than
Chassidus
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Two letters regarding the bilingual Tanya printed in England
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Letters from the Frierdiker Rebbe

Supporting the Jews in Russia - 237’y 71 3”37 717X P"AR2 0971 - KON DT DRI
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Hoping to spend the month of Tishrei = * SCHNEERSOHN
5695 (1934) in Eretz Yisroel
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Encouraging the
participants of  the
“Agudath Israel”
convention to bring all
Jews closer to

Yiddishkeit.
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RABBI J. SCHNEERSOHN IIRDMNNIY PRy A
OF LUBAWITZ WBYIIEINY

770 EASTERN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN 13, N. Y.
SLocum 6-2919
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A New-Year letter from the Frerdiker Rebbe to Reb Shlomo Brusowankin
Reb Shlomo merited to drive the Frierdiker Rebbe during his visit to Baltimore in 5690 (1930)
His grandson Rabbi Kasriel Brusowankin, is today a Shliach in North Miami Beach, Florida

9 MEMENTO FROM THE WEDDING OF MENDY AND PEREL LEBOVIC — 17 ELUL 5779



-------

monnn PRIPD w2 wPIRb anon
VO MY

A letter to Anash in Shanghai in
honor of the new year 5709

V"N MW 7" IRIPS 2000

A letter for the new year of 5709
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Letters from the Rebbe to Rabbi Shlomo Yosef Zevin
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Replies to Rabbi Zevin's comments on the Rebbe’s Haggadah
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Replies to Rabbi Zevin's questions on Tanya

VYWN'T Y19X 210 - PIINAYY YW S HTivn Drm YW PRIwNT nNnwn 1mwn




07’V Y"1 AR 0971 - TINON-TTODRRING 1272 MIVN

Comments about the Encyclopedia Talmudis published by Rabbi Zevin
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Encouraging Rabbi Zevin to exert his influence amongst Anash
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Rabbinical convention with participation from behind the Iron Curtain; Elections in Israel
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Elections for the Chief Rabbinate in Israel
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A letter from the Rebbe in English about the importance of a Mechitzah at a wedding
This letter is printed in the book “Letters From The Rebbe” Vol. 1 p. 75

y i S5

1st day Rosh Chodesh
Iyar 5714.

Greeting and Blessing:-

Because of the rumours that I have heard, that surprised
me, even Shough I really do not have the time, I am writing te
you the fellowing lines.

‘ecording to what I have heard (and I hepe the end will
be that these things will not be true) your family are sgainst
..rranging the “ddin&' of your dwter MiBBeacstveoe $0 Mruvsesoes
ascording te the Shulchan Aruch - that there must be a
separation between the men and the women.

I want to clarify the position how I see i%:

hen ene arranges & wedding according te the Torah - with
a separatien, the Din is as we should say " Nid3w> Hpwlp® »
that mesns, that when we mention G-d's name, we are connecting
it withpprn %, in other words we are bringing down the ~rv¢ inte
this world, te everyone and most importent to the ,\V‘N )an .

It is certainly umnecessary to write, what has
happened in the last few years, in the world gemerally, and
empecially with Jews and if every time before we had to come %o
G-d for a Brecho for success, for a healthy and happy life, inmn
our generction it is much more important for us te get this
Brocho, and the only one whe can give us this is He who, is
Master of the whole world - G-d Almighty.

Since Mrececcees. asked my opinion on the Shidduch, amd
your question ceme to me, I did not have any doubts that whem your
deughter and her Choson start their life together, it should be
in a woy that they can expect &he maximum Broches from G-d
Almighty, that they should have a healthy and happy home, amnd
Torah gives a way te draw down these Brochos whem we say at
the weddimg * WA »onla0® according to the Dinm, it is self
undersiood, that no-one can change this, and, thersiore, it
surprised me that parents that do everything that is in their
means to see that their children should be happy, should wumnt te txy
to stop there being ,» NAl at their deughters wedding, which
will also affect /™ in a certain meensure their later life ¢'”,

One gets married in order to build a "House" for tens
of years, is it right thut parents should risk semething that
will affect their daughter for tens of years, in order that foxr
those few houss that the wedding takes, those people should be
pleased whe de not knew or who do not take netice of the
Tnim in Shulchan Aruch, eor for those irresponsible people who
think it is right to risk a thing for tens of yecars, for a
moments imaginary pleasure, and I am surprised from where dees

VYWN'T P19X 210 - PIINAYY PIw HIvD1 HTIvn Drm YW PRIWIT NNNwn Twn 18



one get the cheek to take upon himself such a responsibility.

It is not my Jjob to force people to do ascording to my
opinien, and it is not my job to use harsh words, and therefore,
I vant %o conclude my letter by talking only en the good side.
When I gzve my consent to the Shidduch I was sure that the paremts from
their side, would do everything in their power that their
daughter end future son-in-law should be sure with" 1nn ¢ 2IG »
for the tems of years that they will be together, and it is
self undersiced, that it will not make much difference if her
friends will be pleased or mot - if only the Torzh will be happy
at such an arraengement at the wedding. And as I saeid before, if we
went 1% truthfully that we should be sble to say " Uiwa anwvlon
at the wedding how Torah says, and after that we will be hapy

for your whele life, the Shulchan Aruch says thzt the wedding
should be with a separation.

With blessing,

PaS, I know that there are nany
without separations, but I alse
‘5 sheuld bless you as you

JYANIN > \/\pﬂed%_

weddings, also religious ones
know the >3 that come later.,

should always have only 8004 news

19
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The Rebbe’s notes and comments on an article written by the Chosson’s grandfather, Rabbi
Yechezkel Lebovic, for the periodical “Di Yidishe Heim”

LA

@ Rabbi Yeheskel Lebovic
Morristown, N.J.

Chassidic Unity

‘,‘i,(b \“Lubavitch and Chabad

]@bavitch and Chabad are synonymous terms, used inter-
changeably to describe a unique Chassidic movement.
Lubavitch is the name of the small Russian town that
served as the seat of the movement and its leaders for over 100
years. In Russian, Lubavitch means "city of love". Since
every detail of @reation is ordained by Divine Providence, and
evpecizi:@ncertainlef% matters relating to holiness, there must
be a special correlation between this Chassidic movement and
» ‘"1ove". There clearly is, for the Baal Shem Tov, founder of
'“g Chassidus, taught?that a Jew has to strive to attain three
loves, which are intertwined: the love of Hashem, of the Toram
and of fellow Jews$ and that each‘gﬁzeieads to the other.

e Chabad, the other term, is an acrostic of three intellectual

faculties 'ef Chochmah, (wisdom), Binah (understanding) and Daas
(knowledge). The Chasidic teachings of the Alter Rebbe, Rabbi
Shneur Zalman of Liadi ;}?J , taught chassidimy the ways anﬁ)uéféez
means of reaching and developing these three loves, i;en through
the utlization and application of one's intellectual faculties.

He developed his Chabad Chassidus, a system which synthesizes
intellect and emotions, with the former guiding, directing and

molding the latter.

- gl 111
\6 QP Molding Midos (Traits of character) ) CM M )

The Tzemagh Tzedek >4 once asked his grandfather, the

A
Alter Rebbe: "What is the purpose of Chassidus?" The Alter
/ oW 3
Rebbe answereds "to ggveﬁihe\change kis natural traits" (or,
LRI e
e W
ol

P51 TP 85 N0
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In truth, herein lies one of the fundamental Pp inciples
»éw»/ﬁ/

otk ere &

of Judaism, vs. lehavdil Gueek philosop etc...The G philo-

sophers pted G#d as the First é%;;zi view Him as -just

thati. n His 16ftines§;,rom the.lower o\ X
éomai S, froy the physigal, plane, disin- , i; :?<?\
ge;ySted ig the a fairé of /an. This pﬁgzzzg:gixleaves no room 2z ix;;
fo; the concept of reward and punishment. Their view is para- ?; Y

phrased in Fsalms (113:4)y "Hashem is elevated over all the
nations; His Glory is upon the heavens"/l .e. because the nations
of the"world view Him as elevated and removed (tr'?ﬁédFlrgé.C;use)
therefore, (they say) only upon the heavens is His Glory, but

not in the lower realms, which are so far removed from the Source,
The Jewish, true view, however, is that Hashem, truly Iﬁfinite,

is not distanﬁ? remggéd from anything, nor is anything removed
from Him. He is all-encompassing, including the finite as well

as the infinite realms. Moreover, for Him, there actually is

no difference between heaven and earth, for He is as close to

one as to the other. By way of example, both one and one billion
are equal when compared to infinity.

He is both transcendeng,above all/by virtue of His unique
Essence, and simultaneously immanent and close to all, because ,
of His all-encompassingness. This was clearly underscored at
Mt. Sinai, when "Hashem descended on the mountain" (Exodus 19:20).
Kaskenxdexgxikedx He demonstrated that He is close to the physical
plane and interested in the affairs and moral behavior of man.

And together with the first two Commandments, which embody the
deepest theological concepts and trﬁths, He also pronounced the

prohibitions of murder, theft, etc...that #m govern the day=to-day

" PPP TR YN AN 120 N51.90n1 'Y
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revelation, the lower realms became elevated to a more spiritual and
refined plane. This is indicated by the fact that the Torah was
given on a mountain, which is an elevated part of the earth, i.e.
it is as "earthly" as any other part of the globe, yet its elevation
connotes a certain refinement, at least a lesser amount of lowly

coarseness.

\o‘:mnmm_m_snmm

The above can also be applied to Chassidus. Chassidus con-
stitutes a tremendous G-dly teaching, which has been revealed to
the world relatively close to the Messianic era,-hopefully—te-serve.

_as—~the_great-reveletion=efMeshiach.

Many great spiritual teachings have been revealed to u t ,,OL
certain historieal junctures, Chassidus, like thzother sueh , beyond
the ability of man to elicit by virtue of his own merits. The
fact is that the depth of Chassidus goes far beyond that which
meets the eye, even the Zye of one who has a fluent knowledge of
many chassidic texts. 4;tihese teachings were revealed only because
they are part of the G-dly Plan which is unfolding in successive
stages: the period of the Qvos (forefathers, Avrohom, Yitzchdk
and Yaakov)/the first to blaze theli;dly trail; the giving of
the Torah at Mt. Sinai; the era 2§Zgrxat prophets; the generations
of the Tanoim and Amoraig&w o secured the teachings of Torah Sh'b'al
Peh, the Oral Torah; The ater followed,  the Kabbalistic

revelations of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochail in the Zohar, of the Arizale.

(Rabbi Yitzhok Luriab and others,

and the revelation of Chassidus through the Baal Shem Tov and his

successors, A+, foperve ai the %W‘A(‘Y\ %
/ u',Aé /‘zéwt/d o Z WJ/&‘&/ / /Z}v

(49030 R3) Z»’?ﬂ)

YIRS BT P N2
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thical conduct of man.

As a result of this G-dly "descent"

hd revelation, the lower realms became elevated to a more spirit-
lal and refined plane.

This is indicated by the fact that the

orah was given on a mountain, which is an elevated part of the
[;f

rth, i.e. it is as "earthly" as any other part of the globe,
yet its elevation connotes a csp(gin refinement, at least
krkkrx lesser amount of lowly coarseness.

pplication to Chassidus

The above can also be applied to Chassidus.

d ,
y xS
hassidus constitutes a tremendous G-dly teaching‘revealed,ngxﬁg—ﬁwVL/ét
elatively close to the Messianic era, aré serving as a prep-
: Ak
ration to .

The fact is that the depth of Chassidus goes
ar beyond that which meets the eye, even the eye of one who has

\ fluent knowledge of many chassidic terts.

Chassidus is a re-
relation that came from On High, just as many other great re-

relations that came at certain historical junctures, beyond the

Lbility of man to elicit by = virtue of his merits.

Rather,
-hey came & only because they are part of the G-dly Plan unfold-
ing itself in successive stages: the period of the Ovos (fore-

fatle rs, Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, who were the first to
blaze the G-dly trail; the giing of the Torah at Mt. Sinais

the era of great prophets; the generations of Tanoim and Amoraim

who secured the teachings of Torah Sh'b'al Peh, the Oral Torah;

lthe Kabbalistic revelations of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai in the

Zohar, of the Arizal, (Rabbi Yitzhok Luria)

Moshe—Cordowere) and others; the revelation of Chassidus

[ ol
[ R2e

. G
through the Baal Shem Tov and his successorsy and hopefully 1n

our days, the great revelation of Moshiach.

bisalavlay P Rrilisnl
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On the other hand, Chassidus is not meant to remain in,
AN

nor 1s it ljimited to, lofty realms, bwat also hasndown—to—earth
égglicagzgzézto midos and po-el mamosh (actual implementation).

Theee is a famous saying: "No one is as wise as he who has gained

/(actuali/experience"’ ﬁgr only through actual experience, the

application of a principle, is the truth and validity of the

principle, concept, doctrine etc..upheld. 1In Chassidus also,

every maamar and sichah (dlscours;xiig teachingg) has a be'chen,
AP

literally a "so theefore", i.enAthe éffect}of the maamar or
sichah in terms of actual increased observance of Torah and

mitzvoth, and the refining of one's character.

‘Q‘\Er Why the Stress on Midos

‘ Now the question can be raised: Why did the Alter Rebbe
single out midos in his answer? Why wasn't ajiyanswer‘a more
all-inclusive one, i.e. that Chassidus has tqﬂrélat at all
levels of Torah and Mitzvoh observance?

The answer may be this: general increased observance of

Torah was attalnableJZEfore h; adv ;Zjeézai?ifLﬂfus. 0252;
very few exceptions 11 of the Mltzvoth are Pperformed by utll—
izing one or more of the "garments of the soul"/ iwes thought,
speech and action. These can be influenced and directed by
will power and an intellectual decision about a specific course
of action (or speech or thought). The very basic principle of
reward and punishment, predicated on the fact that everyone
has free choice at all times and is responsible for his choices,
indicates one's mastery over the direction (in thought, speech

and action) that he chooses. But midos, the basic traits of

character with which one is born, are an area which is very

0/71/7 ;,r’(a

(2 >vn) 51 g0 07T IR ;N0
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difficult to control, affect and change.oik seems almost as
difficult as changing and increasing one's innate intellectual
capacity, or é@eveloping talents that are seemingly not there.
But, although it does state in Tanya that only a xga} tzaddik
has the ability to completely transform his emotional nature,
the—truth—ts—ddrerty Chassidus can and does haee an~up1ifting and
refining effect on the midos of those who delve into its teach-
ings. This is because of the intrinsic connection between in-
tellect and emotions. Midos are guided, influenced, molded and
refined.by one's intellectual attitudes. Consequently, if one's
intellectual attitudes change as a result of stggzigg Chassidus,
this must™ of necessity have some effect on one's midos.

This can be compared to the change that occurs in the
transition from childhood to adulthood. True, the person's
traits do not undergo a radical transformation in this transition
(e.g. becoming extroverted when he initially was introverted,etc.,),
but they still are affected by his intellectual maturity and
the B resultant different attitudes he develops. The toys and
games to which he was initially attracted and attached ;ﬁ}ware
now replaced by different interests.

This process is especially true of all Chassidic teachings,
because Chassidus Chabad stresses the process of application of
the Chabad intellectual faculties in intense study to develop
a "mature" view of Hashem, His Creation and the purpose of ex-

istence. This process must at some point refine one's character,

especially if one strives consciously towards such a refinement.
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‘The Chabad Rebbeim had very sharp words for those chassidim

whose interest and application lie solely in the deep intellect-

" ual aspects of Chassidus.
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The Antidote to Burnout

The Rebbe's life-changing advice to the Chosson’s grandmother,
Mrs. Pearl Lebovic, who was a busy Shlucha, teacher and mom, and was
feeling overwhelmed.

I was born in 1947 in Hungary to parents who lost their entire families in the
concentration camps. They married after the war and settled in Zomba (near Bonyhad),
where my father operated a general store. However, because of problems with anti-
Semites, we left there shortly following the Communist takeover, when my father was

offered a position as a rabbi in Ujpest.

In 1956 came the Hungarian Revolution, and during the chaos, with the boarders
unguarded, we managed to escape to Austria. From there we immigrated to Canada,
where | was introduced to Chabad-Lubavitch, which offered me a different outlook, a

beautiful outlook, on life.

When I was seventeen I came with a group from Montreal to New York for Simchat
Torah. I will never forget the crowds, the dancing and the singing. The Rebbe presided

over it all, and a tremendous energy emanated from him.

Afterwards, I was granted a private audience with the Rebbe, in advance of which I
wrote a letter telling him that I was at a crossroads. I had one more year before I finished
high school, and I didn’t know which way to go after. I had already been accepted to
McGill University, but I didn’t want to go, even though that’s what my parents wanted
me to do. Instead, I wanted to attend a seminary to learn Jewish subjects and eventually

to teach Torah.

The Rebbe’s response was: “Dos iz a guteh velen - This is a good desire.” But he didn’t
give me any other specific directions. He asked me a lot about my parents and what they
had been through, and he gave me a blessing for them. He advised me to tell them what

I wanted to do with my life, and he blessed me to succeed.

But my father was not receptive to anything I told him; he had hardened his heart, and
he was not going to let me pursue my goal. Primarily this was because going to seminary
meant going to New York, and he didn’t want me to leave home. In hindsight, I can
understand this; he had lost his entire family in the Holocaust, and he didn’t want to

lose me too.

But I didn’t understand this at the time, and I was very upset. So I wrote to the Rebbe,

pouring out my heart to him. In response, the Rebbe suggested that I find someone who
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might speak to my parents on my behalf, as they might be more receptive to outside
advice than to my emotional entreaties. He said that Beis Yaakov would be the right
school for me, and he even offered to take responsibility for my tuition. He said it would
be paid through Keren Chana, an organization he founded in memory of his mother.
When word got out that the Rebbe was taking care of my tuition, various Chabad people
stepped forward to help me. They arranged a place for me to stay, and everything was

set.

In the end, my parents accepted that I had resolved to do this, and I came to New York
to study at Beis Yaakov in Williamsburg.

I have always been very grateful to the Rebbe for this, and I feel connected to Keren
Chana and to the Rebbe’s mother. I named my daughter Chana in her memory, and I
organize a Shabbat gathering every year for Machon Chana, the school for Jewish girls

returning to Judaism, which was also founded in her memory.

In 1966, I got married and, right away, my husband and I were sent to Springfield,
Massachusetts, to serve as the Rebbe’s emissaries. We lived there for the next thirteen
years. During that time, there were several projects that the Rebbe wanted us to
undertake. I think he saw that we were doers and he liked that, since he was a man of

action himself.

On one occasion, after acknowledging the good work that we were doing, the Rebbe
directed our attention to an area that was being neglected. He wanted to know why
nothing was being done for the Jewish students in the nearby colleges. “There is so much

to be done but nobody is speaking up about the matter!” he exclaimed.

This was long before there were Chabad houses on college campuses, and the Rebbe
wanted to get something going. So we did. We started programs at three colleges - the
University of Massachusetts, Smith College and Mount Holyoke College, which were all
about forty-five minutes from Springfield. We brought the students down for Shabbat

meals and some of the young women went on to study at Machon Chana as a result.

On another occasion, after I mentioned to the Rebbe that we didn’t have a functioning
mikveh nearby, he responded, “You live in the area, get the project started.” And he

gave me a blessing to succeed.

He wanted me to take action, and I did just that. I set up a meeting with all the local
rabbis, and when the question of money came up, I put down the first $500 to get the

ball rolling.
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An answer Mrs. Lebovic received from the Rebbe in 1968, through the Rebbe’s secretary, Rabbi Binyomin Klein:

“I will mention her at [the Frierdiker Rebbe’s] resting place for success in all the above mentioned.

Truth be told, if it hadn’t been for the Rebbe, I never would have done that, because we
didn’t have $500 to spare. But don’t you know, the next day, a check for $500 came in
the mail for some back money we were owed, so we were covered! The mikveh took a

while, but it was eventually built - I believe due to the Rebbe’s blessing and inspiration.

After a time of working in Springfield, I came to feel overwhelmed. I was doing
programs on college campuses three times a week, conducting a seminar for couples
once a week, plus teaching every day. All this while raising my children. When I
confided my difficulties to the Rebbe, he told me to take a break. He recommended that
I choose one of my projects and put the others on hold for a few months. He also told
me to give my full concentration to whatever task I was doing - that is, I should never
be doing one thing while thinking about the other things I need to do next. If Ilive in the
moment, I won’t become so overwhelmed, he pointed out. Additionally, he told me to
study chasidic teachings about the role of Divine Providence in one’s life, as well as
Chovot HaLevavot (Duties of the Heart), the 11th century classic by Rabbeinu Bahya,
especially the chapter called “Gate of Trust.”

I took his advice very much to heart, just as I took everything he said very much to heart.
I set up a class to study Chovot HaLevavot with other women, and I learned to live in
the moment as he suggested, and that helped me not feel so overwhelmed. And this

advice really has kept me going ever since.

All his advice, all his instructions, have guided me and my husband throughout our
lives. Whatever we did, we did with the Rebbe’s blessing, and I think this is why we

succeeded.

» ¢ "” »
R oovn'm josy W
‘sp oar% Yaye N gttt Sl

peuxayh
sv” R p”a miy manan Yy

o973n32 anYxnY jivxn Yy A

2972 nINIA_NpoT v3B% Apux?
o3 23 SATD BYSY nNAF

1™9P j%peaa

She should give charity before lighting candles on the eve on Shabbos and Yom Tov.”
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My Friend, Mendy

Reflections on the life of the Kallah’s father,
Rabbi Mendy Gorman OBM

By Rabbi Levi Jaffe

As a Bochur in 770 I was once approached on Erev Yom Kippur, after
Shacharis, by a frantic young Long - Island Shliach who was desperately
looking for someone to daven for the Omud at his Chabad House that Yom
Kippur.

Can you please serve as our Chazan? I politely told him that it was my
intention to be by the Rebbe for Yom Kippur and, besides, I barely knew
nusach. “You don’t need to know nusach and I am sure that the Rebbe
would prefer that you help out a needy Shliach”, he responded.

Finally, when I realized how desperate the situation was, I agreed to go as
long as the Shliach understood that I took no achrayos for the quality of
my tefilos or nusach haTefillah.

A few hours later I was on the train to Long Island with absolutely no idea
how I was going to manage.

As I settled down into my seat, I suddenly noticed that sitting opposite me
on the train was a familiar face, a Bochur, travelling to another Long Island
Shliach to daven for the Omud. It was none-other than Mendy Gorman.

I explained to Mendy my predicament and, over the next 45 minutes he
patiently went through the machzor with me, pointing out all the beautiful
Chassidisher nigunim and various highlights of the nusach and literally
‘saved the day’. I have since then married his sister Dvorah, and davened
many times over the Yomim Noroim, often reminiscing about that early
experience in my Yomim Noroim davening career, that left an indelible
impression on me to this very day.

Mendy z'1 had an amazing amicable, yet quirky way of touching the hearts
of all those with whom he came into contact, taking a personal interest in
them, whether it was the bochur in the train needing help and
encouragement, his friends at school and Yeshivah, and the countless
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people with whom he was associated through his Shlichus work in
Australia and the UK, and the many Divrei Kodesh customers.

My wife Dvorah, who spent much quality time with Mendy, particularly
during his last weeks and months, related about Mendy’s incredible
emunah and bitachon, which shone through in so many ways, particularly
as he was enduring some of the most painful medical challenges. She
shared the story of how a few days before his passing in the lead up to
Purim, the Doctor had asked Mendy if he knew what was coming in a few
days, and without missing a beat, Mendy responded “yes Moshiach”!

As a child, Mendy was always besimcha and constantly bringing joy and
laughter to others. Mendy was blessed with a most magnificent voice, and
many other amazing talents, which he used for the benefit of lifting up
others and inspiring them to achieve more and generate additional light
into their lives and the world.

Yochana Ben Zakai teaches us in Pirkei Ovos that the most important
Middah is “a Lev tov - a good heart” because this middah incorporates all
the others. Mendy was an Ohev Sholom V’rodef sholom Oihev es Habriyos
Umekorvon la’Torah. He looked to do good for people and wanted people
to be happy.

He was especially dedicated to children and the youth in a quiet
unassuming way, through his many years of dedicated communal work
and would always read the Megillah for the children’s Minyan at Edgware
Chabad House. At his Shiva a young teen related how Mendy would learn
chassidus with him shtiler heit before davening, as the youth needed help.

Mendy never stopped being a Shliach of the Rebbe even in business, he
was able to reach out and offer advice to customers who sought his
guidance. One particular incident in his Judaica store Divrei Kodesh, when
a customer asked him to recommend a good book for parenting tips for
teens, he advised his customer that the best book is Tehillim.

Mendy’s legacy lives on in his wonderful children who are following in
the path of Torah and Chassidus.
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