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By the Grace of G-d
13th of Iyar, 5723

Brooklyn, N.Y.

To All Participants in the Lag B'Omer Banquet
Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch
Minneapolis, Minn.

Greeting and Blessings

Lag B'Omer is a particularly fitting occasion for this Banquet
"dedicated to the sanctity of Jewish Education." The tradition goes
back to the Old Rebbe, author of the Tanya and Shulchan Aruch, the
founder of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement, whose 150th Yahrzeit-Anni-
versary we are observing this year. As my father-in-law of saintly
memory related, the*Old Rebbe used to observe Lag B'Omer with extra-
ordinary elation and joy.

The history of Lag B'Omer is well known. Our Sages of the Talmud
explain that the days of Sefirah were marred by the tragic consequences!
of disunity among the thousands of disciples of Rabbi Akiva, which J
brought Jewish life to the verge of desolation. The 33rd day of Sefir
(Lag B'Omer) stood out as a bright exception. Subsequently, one of
Rabbi Akiva's great disciples, Rabbi Shimon ben Yochoi, breathed new
life into the-Jewish people.  He unlocked the inner secrets of the
Torah and gave us the holy book Zohar. Lag B'Omer is the day of his
Yahrzeit, which adds to the auspiciousness of this day.

Alive to the fact that disunity among our Jewish people is caused
by the neglect of the Torah and Mitzvoth in the daily life, the Merkos
L'Inyonei Chinuch is dedicated to Torah-sanctified Jewish education
on a global scale. The moving spirit behind this dedicated work is
the "Great Principle" of the Torah - Ahavas Yisroel (love of fellow-
Jew) - as taught by Rabbi Akiva, Rabbi Shimon ben Yochoi, Rabbi Yisroel
Baal Shem Tov, and the Old Rebbe.

To strengthen the oneness of our people, through knowledgeable
adherence to the one Torah, given to us all by the One G-d - this is
the basic message of Lag B'Omer; to bend our efforts towards this
end, with true selflessness and dedication - is our duty and privilege,
indeed the express duty and privilege of every Jew and Jewess in
every walk of life; especially in this day and age.

o«

May the forthcoming Lag B'Omer Banquet inspire each and everyone
of the participants to a greater measure of love of G-d, the Torah
and the Jewish people, to be expressed in the personal daily life and
in growing efforts to spread the Torah and Mitzvoth in the community
at large. This will surely bring you and yours a greater measure of
Divine blessings in-all your needs, materially and Zzzjitually.

\

With blessingy])
* . Mitteler Rebbe, son of the

l.u'bliifch o
770 EASTERN PARKWAY
_BROOKLYN 13, N. Y.
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Merkos Summer Yeshivah
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