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By the Crace of G-d
Sth of Tishrel, 5741
Brookliyn, K. Y.

London N.18, England
EBlessing and Greeting:

Your letter of Sept. S5th reached me with scze delay, and 1
¢uly noted its contents.

To begin with the tizely toeic. I seni you and all yours
prayerful wishes for a Chasimo u'Gmar Chasi=oc Tovo, for:pg good
and sweet year, materially and spiritually.

I must take exception to Your remar< that with sll your_ad-
miration for the work of Ludavitch, you do not intend to “con-
vert,” seeaingly motivating it on the dasis cf your age. Speak-
ing in & lighter vein, it is surprising that a lady shculd speak
about her age in such teras, whereas according to the nature
which G-d implanted in her, a woman shoulé consider herself
young and active regardless of what her birth certificate says.

In a more serious vein, I would like to point ocut that in
matters ccnnected with Yiddisghkelt, and bdeing active in such
satters with vitality and enthusiasa, & Jew, @an or woasn, re-
quires no “"conversion” for it is a process of return to cne's
essence and inward Jewish scul, in which every Jew Nas an inner

3 urfa to fulfill G-d's will and request in all matters of Yiddish-
~ kelt, especially in regard tc the great Mitzvo of V'Chavto
L'Rmcho Komocho. If, for some reason, this activity has not
been in the fullest measure in the past, .t is certainly no reascn
for leaving it that way, for it is the pwrpose of every human
bo{nf to1$row not ocnly physically, but also, and especially,
Spiritually. R - :

I trust you will accept the above remarks in the spirit they
have been offered, and the important thing is tc do everythin
peesidble tc strengthen and intensify Yiddishxeit, both in one'e
immecdiate surroundings, as well as to the fullest extent of cne's
ability, and to do it with the fullest measure of vitality and
enthusiasa, as mentiocned above.

With blessing
x*\'<<JL*Qfﬂ§1~\
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Upon leaving Alma-Ata following Rav Levi
Yitzchok’s  histalkus, Rebbetzin  Chana
managed to take some of the seforim in which
he had written his ha’aros together with her to
Moscow. Bringing the seforim out of
Kazakhstan entailed tremendous mesiras
nefesh.

When it came time for her to leave Russia in
5707, she feared the seforim would be
confiscated at the border and she was forced
to leave them with a relative by the name of
Reb Bentzion Yanovsky. In a letter to Reb
Yaakov Landau in the year 5709, the Rebbe
makes mention of this: “My mother did not
manage to bring here any ksavim of my father.”

For years, the whereabouts of these seforim
remained unknown.

Reb Pinye Althaus
was a chossid from
Eretz Yisrael who
grew up in
Nikolayev and thus
had a very special
connection  with
Rebbetzin Chana.
During one of his
visits with her in 5718, Rebbetzin Chana
brought up more than once in conversation
how pained she was at the fact that her
husband’s ksavim were still in Russia and how
worried she was as to their whereabouts. She
also mentioned in passing the name of the
person, Reb Bentzion Kluvgant, with whom
she had left the seforim. Reb Pinye assured
Rebbetzin Chana that he would do all he could
to recover the seforim.

Reb Pinye began intense efforts to have the
seforim brought to New York.

Towards the end 0of 5719, Reb Pinye heard of a
man by the name of Reb Moshe Shub who was
planning a trip to Moscow. He contacted him
and told him about the three volumes of the
Zohar which Rebbetzin Chana had left in the
possession of Reb Bentzion. Reb Pinye
requested that Reb Moshe meet this man in
the Marina Roschtza shul in Moscow and
receive the seforim from him.

In a rare letter from Reb Pinye to Rebbetzin
Chana dated Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
(presumably in the year 5720) we are offered
a clear account of what transpired:

“Two years ago, during my visit with you, you
spoke of the sifrei haZohar containing
marginal notes from your husband that were
left behind in Moscow. You said that these
manuscripts serve as the only remembrance of
his vast writings.

“I must admit that I was very much affected by
your words and I decided that I would not rest
until I managed to extricate the seforim.

“At the time I contacted the Israeli foreign
ministry to try working through their people
but your son, the Rebbe shlit”a felt that such
avenues of action may negatively affect the
keeper of the seforim, namely Reb Bentzion
Kluvgant.

“I have recently received word that my efforts
in this matter have been crowned with
success. An acquaintance of mine travelled to
Russia for the Yomim Tovim and I told him the
entire story and requested that he do all he can




D”YYNN 2N ON3Y 973

in the matter. It was very hard; it's quite
difficult to describe the fear in which Anash
live in Russia.

“Indeed my acquaintance managed to locate
Reb Bentzion and requested the seforim in my
name. Reb Bentzion didn’t say a word, nor did
he ask about any of us; rather his face changed
colors and he retreated.

“The following day he came to shul and
managed to whisper to my acquaintance in
passing that he had left the seforim in one of
the rooms of the building. Out of fear of trying
to smuggle out the seforim himself, my
acquaintance left the bundle in the Israeli
Consulate and they will arrange for them to be
transported to Eretz Yisrael. [, on my part, will
do all T can to hasten the process.] am
overjoyed that the great zechus of redeeming
your husband’s manuscripts has been my lot”".

After the seforim were finally brought to Eretz
Yisrael, new complications arose. Apparently
there were those who said the seforim
belonged to the Israeli Government and that
they belonged in the national museum. Only
after Reb Moshe threatened to bring the case
before the Israeli Supreme Court were the
seforim finally turned over to Lubavitch. Reb
Pinye brought the seforim to the Rebbe in
5720.

In a letter dated 3 Teves, 5720, the Rebbe
thanks Reb Moshe profusely for his tireless
efforts: “I hereby wish to express from the
depth of my heart my gratitude to him for his
efforts and actions regarding the salvation of
the volumes of Zohar containing the notes of
my father which have just reached me.

“In addition to the greatness of saving divrei
Torah in and of itself, understandably with
regard to myself there is a personal aspect as
well, as with all things pertaining to ancestral
inheritance; especially when I conjure in my
memory the toil and effort, together with the

great enthusiasm, with which my father
involved himself in the above- said.” The
Rebbe ends off the letter with abundant
brachos.

A handwritten of Harav Levi Yitzchok

The first time the Rebbe publicly mentioned
the arrival of the seforim was during the
Shabbos farbrengen of Beshalach, on Tu
B’Shevat, 5720, at least a month and a half
after their arrival.

At that farbrengen, the Rebbe also expounded
on a ha’ara from his father on the Zohar
pertaining to that week’s parsha. It should be
noted that this day marked exactly twenty
years since Reb Levik was sent into golus.

Before Chof Av, 5725, additional ksavim from
Rav Levi Yitzchak reached the Rebbe. During
the farbrengen on Chof Av that year, the Rebbe
said the following:

“On 15 Av of this year, a few old manuscripts
of Chassidus arrived here; among the
manuscripts were a few pages and notebooks,
including notebooks from my father, the baal
hayortzeit.

“I do not know if the person who sent them
knew what they were or to whom they are
accredited. From what [ have managed to see,
they are mainly Kabbalistic explanations on
Mishna, Gemara and Zohar. In addition, there
is also a separate page in which he explains his
name and his imprisonment and exile
according to Kabala.” (During the farbrengen
the Rebbe expounded on this reshima.)
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