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Foreward

With joy and gratitude to Hashem on the occasion of the wedding of our
dear children, Mani & Riki Holtzman,

We are please to share this special booklet with all our wedding guests. This
includes:
1. Insights to the hymn "Hayom Haras Olam", which we say during
musaf on Rosh Hashanah, based on teachings of the Lubavitcher
Rebbe.
2. A new song on these powerful words composed by the father of
the Kallah, Rabbi Moshe Druin.

The story behind the composition of the song, Hayom Haras Olam:

“On Erev Rosh Hashanah, 5774 a few hours before Yom Tov descended
upon us, I had just finished blessing all my beloved children with the
customary words of Birkas Kohanim. One by one they came by for their
blessing. While placing my hands on their heads, memories and thoughts
about each one of them flashed before me. Each one is precious. Each one is
an entire world. Each one holds the power bestowed upon us by the one
above. However, each one is so vulnerable, delicate and naive, yet is
charged with solidifying the outcome of their life's journey.

Tears began to flow as I pondered their highs and lows and the great hopes I
had for each one of them. Yet I knew; as a Yid, a Chossid and a father, that
while hope is a good start it can only be the prelude to our actions to fulfill
these aspirations. In the end however, we know and believe that only
Hashem holds the key to the purpose of our life and the way it will be lived.

It’s on Rosh Hashanah - when all life began - that we receive our Chayus -
our physical and spiritual infusion for the year.

I turned my heart and eyes heavenwards and silently prayed, as only a father
can pray for his child, for each of my children, as they came to me one by
one. I so strongly believe that the One Above loves us, with the same
intensity we feel towards our children. Such were my final thoughts as I
finished imparting the blessings.

Full of raw emotion, trepidation and inspiration of that awe inspiring
moment, suddenly the words of the famous poetic hymn; ‘Hayom Haras
Olam’, swelled in my mind.
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Today the world is born. Today He will summon all of the creations
throughout the worlds to stand in judgment. Whether we are Your children,
or whether we are Your servants; If we are Your children, have mercy upon

us as a father would upon his children, And if we are Your servants, our
eyes are turned to You, until You show us favor, And You bring our
judgment to light, O Awesome One, Holy One.

This prayer encompassed the flood of emotions I was experiencing and took
on so much more meaning as I contemplated and internalized the words.
We plead to be recognized on the highest level as the children of Hashem.
We want to be blessed by our heavenly Tatti/Aba/Father.

As I often do, I began to hum a tune while thinking of these sacred words
and soon a full blown new melody to this insight was born. Singing it over
and over, I picked up my guitar and the music echoed my newly inspired
sentiment. Strumming the chords of this new tune, a renewed wave of awe
and joy engulfed me.

It was becoming a feverish prayer to the Almighty One: “Please look after
my children and grant them a healthy, happy (the personal prayer is
personal)... year. We are like a small ship in a vast roaring ocean with only
Hashem able to navigate us out of harm's way.

The words in the hymn, 1209%n 9IR2 RI¥IN) MNAY TY NN 52 WYY - our
eyes are turned to You, until You show us favor, And You bring our
judgment to light. Together with the music created a calm and soothing
feeling. Here and now, the One Above will be leading our ship to safe
harbor.

As this song was unfolding and sprouting forth, a thought which guides me
in my everyday life kept nagging: “It’s not what we say but rather what we
do”. Though the words and tune were most beautiful and inspiring, I still
felt something was missing and my children agreed.

The crown of the song hit me loud and clear. The words seemed to flow
through my heart into a harmonic symphony of music woven with words of
strength and salvation.

It is the cry for action that we call out at the end of the famous "qph nann" -
U’Nesaneh Tokef:

D P IR PYIYD NPT NPOM NNYM

Through Teshuvah - Repentance, Tefillah - Prayer, and Tzedakah - Charity
can a negative heavenly decree be reversed.
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These are the words that all Jews call out in unison on Rosh Hashanah, as
we raise above the limitations of our physical existence into a G-dly realm
which is above nature. The lyrics had just intensified. Singing and crying as
the awesomeness of the words intertwined with the melody, engulfed us all
as we sang together.

The repetition of the words npT¥ NYam N2IWM echoed in my mind as I
thought of each one of my precious children. This realization was now, not
only a “hope” 1 was wishing for - It was our deeds, actions and
commitments that could fulfill them. Bursting with joy, the singing became
louder, clearer and more sincere.

The sanctity of my family is a microcosm of the sanctity G-d bestowed over
the entire world. The totality of this G-dliness is realized on the eve of the
birthday of mankind on Rosh Hashanah. The transition from one year to the
next is surely a solemn moment, as we voice the final words of:
"9ph nann" - U’Nesaneh Tokef;

YiTH oK - O Awesome One, Holy One

We revere G-dliness by emulating our Creator and using our gifted time
with awareness of awe and holiness. The song had its closing statement -
we are all part of Hashem. w71 D% Awesome & Holy.

That moment passed and a new year was ushered in. This new song
followed my family through Yom Tov and continues even today. It’s a
prayer of hope, a mission in knowing that we are all G-d’s children and
need his merciful blessings, inasmuch as we can solidify it through our
deeds and actions.”

May we, you and all of Klal Yisrael be blessed, to immediately go straight
from the Simcha of this wedding to rejoicing in the final redemption with
the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu. Wishing you all a Gut Gebenched Yor
and a happy and healthy new year. May we all realize that we have the
Koach to bring down our designated blessings from potential to actuality.

A K’sivah V’chasima Tova! With joy and blessings,
Moshe and Ahuva Druin Noach and Rivkah Holtzman

Thursday, 5 Elul, 5775
Miami Florida
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On the Significance of the Rosh Hashanah Davening

The Avoda of Davening according to Chassidus and the Practice of
Chassidim

“Hayom Haras Olam.” These words, which are integral to the Rosh
Hashanah davening, underscore the gravity of the hour and shed light on the
significance of prayer on the day of judgment, of pleading for Hashem’s
mercy, “Im k’vanim, im ka’avadim.”

Prayer has two seemingly contradictory aspects: On the one hand, a person
is meant to sense the presence of the King and feel utterly nullified; on the
other hand, we spend the time asking for our physical needs to be met,
which appears to emphasize our existence.

This conflict is particularly noticeable on Rosh Hashanah, when we declare
Hashem king and pray that his kingship be revealed, clearly expressing a
sentiment of submission; yet this is the very same day when our physical
needs for the upcoming year are processed. This raises the question: How
can we combine these two themes, and daven to Hashem with true bittul all
while thinking about and begging for our personal gain?!

In his sichos, the Rebbe offers a radical new paradigm for understanding the
Rosh Hashanah prayers and prayer in general. Per the Rebbe, when a Jew
prays for his personal needs to be met, he need not do so out of a desire for
gain and enjoyment; on the contrary, prayer gives one the opportunity to
view the fulfillment of one’s physical needs as personifying the
consummation of Hashem’s Will, as an extension of crowning Hashem king
of the world.

When a Jew conducts life in accordance with Hashem’s wishes, his actions
causes Hashem’s kingship to be revealed within the entire world. Since
every Jew has a distinct role to play in this world, and he is tasked with
bringing the light of kedusha to the part of the world which is under his
care, he therefore solicits the appropriate physical allocation from above, so
he can utilize it to serve Hashem properly and fulfill His Will faithfully.

In a stroke of hashgacha pratis, the wedding is taking place on the day of
the yahrtzeit of the chasan’s ancestor, the famous mashpia R. Shilem
Kuratin, who passed away on 5 Elul 5679. R. Shilem was one of the most
renowned individuals on the staff of Tomchei Temimim in Lubavitch,
serving as both a mashpia and mashgiach, as well as a ‘chozer’ of the Rebbe
Rashab’s maamarim. He was especially noted for his incredibly soulful
‘avoda’ in davening.
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One of his students, R. Shmaryahu Sasonkin, described R. Shilem’s
davening thusly:

“Shilem was very sociable, and a scholar of both Niglah and Chassidus.
When he discussed a subject, whether in Niglah or Chassidus, he conveyed
the ideas effectively and they were a delight to listen to. And when he
focused on a particular subject, and all the more so while davening, his
concentration was so powerful that he lost all sense of what was occurring
around him.

“The Rebbe Rashab once entered the yeshiva during Shacharis, and when
his presence was noticed, everyone fled in terror, yet Shilem remained
rooted to his place, oblivious to everything that was occurring, even though
the Rebbe Rashab had sat down rather close to where he was standing. The
Rebbe Rashab watched him, and after he left and Shilem still hadn’t noticed
a thing, said that it was clear that Shilem was genuinely consumed with his
davening and therefore remained unaffected by the commotion.

“Later, when the Rebbe Rashab appointed him to oversee the Chassidus
department of the yeshiva, Shilem dedicated himself entirely to the task,
and lovingly impressed upon the bachurim to put the Chassidus they were
learning into practice. His sincere words impacted them greatly and they
reciprocated with tremendous love. The students reached new heights
during his tenure.”

Even while working as mashgiach and mashpia, his davening remained
legendary. His student, R. Refael Nachman Kahn writes:

“Shilem would daven at length. He always stood near the entrance of the
big ‘zal,” where the coats were hung. He davened with a special tune, and it
was impossible to tear oneself away from it.”
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==Halacha and Minhag==

Every time the shofar is blown throughout Musaf of Rosh Hashanah, it is
customary to say “Hayom haras olam... Areshes sefaseinu...” In fact, even
when Rosh Hashanah falls out on Shabbos and the shofar isn’t blown,
“Hayom haras olam” is still recited.

Based on Shulchan Aruch of the Alter Rebbe, Siman 592,
“The Prayer of Musaf Said Aloud and the Order of Tekios”, Se’if 6

==“Hayom Haras Olam” as Explained by Chassidus==
Hayom Haras Olam, Hayom Yaamid Bamishpat

The word ‘Haras’ has two meanings: Pregnancy and birth, trembling and
fear.

The explanation of the first meaning is: “Hayom haras olam,” today the
world is born, which refers to the new spiritual energy which is allotted for
the new year on Rosh Hashanah. This is also why the day is called ‘Rosh,’
the 'head' of the year, because just like the human head contains and
distributes the energy for the rest of the body, Rosh Hashanah is similarly
the day when new energy is allocated for every created entity. This spiritual
energy reaches the world by means of Heavenly judgment, and that is why
“Hayom yaamid bamishpat,” today He will summon all of the creations
throughout the worlds to stand in judgment, in order to determine whether
their existence will be renewed, and in what manner they shall receive this
replenishment.

The explanation of the second meaning is: “Hayom haras olam,” today is a
day of trembling and fear for the world, as described at the beginning of
Iyov: “The day arrived and the angels came to present themselves before
Hashem, and the Satan came among them,” and the Targum identifies the
day which had arrived as Rosh Hashanah, “the day of great judgment at the
beginning of the year.” Rosh Hashanah is thus the day of judgment when
the angels gather, both those who come in defense and those represent the
prosecution, since everything a person says or does, whether good or bad,
creates a corresponding angel, and thus the angels of defense were created
by one’s good speech and actions, while the angels of prosecution were
created by one’s bad speech and actions.

"yov, 1, 6.
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Kol Yetzurei Olamim

The usage of the word “Olamim,” worlds, in the plural, is similar to its
appearance in the pasuk in Tehillim: “Malchuscha malchus kol olamim,”
Your kingdom is the kingdom of all worlds, because the sefira of Malchus
is the source and origin of all of the worlds, from the highest iteration of
Malchus which is within Ohr Ein Sof, the infinite light prior to the
Tzimtzum, all the way to Malchus of the spiritual world of Asiyah, the
source of our world.

This explains the deeper dimension of “Hayom yaamid bamishpat kol
yetzurei olamim,” today He will summon all of the creations throughout the
worlds to stand in judgment, for Hashem is putting every creation of every
world up for judgment on Rosh Hashanah, from the highest emanations of
light in Ohr Ein Sof prior to the Tzimtzum and the other supernal entities, to
the smallest, lowliest beings at the very bottom of existence.

Im K’vanim, Im Ka’avadim

We, the Jewish people are both Hashem’s children and servants. When a
son acts against his parents’ wishes, it is more severe than a servant doing
so to his master, because a child and his parents enjoy a much closer
connection. On the other hand, parents’ mercy on their child is far greater
than a master’s towards his servant. We therefore ask, “Rachmeinu
k’rachem av al banim,” have mercy upon us as a father would upon his
children.

And if we haven’t merited that Hashem have mercy on us like upon
children, may He have mercy on us as a master does upon his servant, as
described in Tehillim: “Just as servants’ eyes turn to their master, like a
maid’s eyes to her mistress, our eyes are likewise turned to Hashem until
He shows us favor’;” and just as servants depend solely on their master,
because there is no one else in their lives, and thus their connection is
greater in this sense than the one between a son and his father, we similarly
look to Hashem to have mercy upon us on this day of judgment, and that He

bring our judgment to light, with an unmistakably positive outcome.
Ayom, Kadosh

Our judgment being brought to light is an outcome that derives from
Hashem’s essence, represented by “Ayom, Kadosh,” O awesome One, holy
One, because in view of the fact that the judgment on Rosh Hashanah
affects every single creation up until the very highest revelations which
precede the Tzimtzum, there is no intermediary which could conduct this
judgment other than Hashem Himself.

2 Tehillim, 123, 2.
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“Ayom” means terrifying. “Kadosh” means being removed, which results in
a merciful perspective, because being truly separated from everything
enables a compassionate outlook. Hashem is thus “ayom” but “kadosh,” He
is so great as to be terrifying, yet that very greatness includes the attribute of
mercy for us lowly beings.

This understanding gives us the courage necessary to hope and pray that
Hashem has mercy upon us and accepts our prayers and repentance on the
Day of Judgment.

Chassidic explanations based on Kinyan Hachaim 5688,
“Hayom Haras” 5702, and “Hayom Haras” 5732

==Deeper Insights==
G-dly Energy Invested in the Parameters of Time

In the Rosh Hashanah prayers, we depict the significance of the day with
the words “Hayom haras olam, hayom yaamid bamishpat...” This raises the
question: If Hashem is higher than the parameters of time, how can we say
that Hashem is giving the world sustenance and conducting judgment on a
particular day?

The answer is that although the dimension of time indeed doesn’t limit
Hashem at all, yet when He created the world, Hashem constricted His
light, and He conducts Himself towards us in accordance with the rules and
limitations of the creation. We can therefore relate to Hashem using our
limited constructs, which includes time.

Chassidic explanations observe that since man was created “in the image of
G-d,” meditating on human characteristics can reveal something about the
Creator, an idea which Chassidus links to the pasuk in Iyov: “I shall behold
G-d from my flesh®”

Thus, we can get a sense of how Hashem interacts with Creation through
observing our Neshama, which, while being spiritual and devoid of any
physical definition and limitation, is, upon its investment in the body, able
to focus and interact in accordance with the specifications of the various
limbs, granting the power of vision, hearing and writing, all of which are
spiritual forces which originate in the soul, yet are fitted to the body’s
limitations.

Hashem similarly created the world and invested Himself in it; Hashem
Himself is beyond time and space, yet at the same time is invested within
time and space. We are told in the story of creation that “Hashem said, let

* Tyov, 19 26.
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there be luminaries in the Heavens to distinguish between day and night,
and they will be used for signs and dates and to count days and years*.”
Hashem also requested that we build Him a home, in a particular physical
space, where He can dwell.

In light of this it transpires that, indeed, “Hayom haras olam,” Hashem
grants energy to the entire world for the entire year on Rosh Hashanah,
energy which proceeds to descend afterwards to even the smallest
destination on a daily basis.

The World is Born and Renewed through Nine Constrictions

Just as human pregnancy in our world last nine months, every form of birth
and revelation similarly depends on nine successive constrictions of the
nine sefiros (Chochma through Yesod), so that the Neshama can be born
from Atzilus into Briah by means of gestating in Malchus.

A parallel can be drawn to the nine shofar blasts which are biblically
required on Rosh Hashanah®, as well as the nine brachos in the Rosh
Hashanah prayers which correspond to the nine times Chanah mentioned
Hashem’s name in her prayer®. This fits with the idea that Rosh Hashanah,
when new energy materializes for the entire year, is like a birth, which in
turn depends on prior preparations which are marked by the number nine.

This then is the meaning of “Hayom haras olam,” which, as R. Dovid
Abudarham explains, is based on the pasuk which says “Her womb is
pregnant with the world (olam, lit. an eternal pregnancy)’,” “Because the
world was created in Tishrei and that was therefore when its pregnancy
occurred, since the term ‘pregnancy’ can also be applied to the act of birth,
and Adam was created on the sixth day of Creation, which means that the
world’s pregnancy concluded on this day.”

In view of his explanation that Rosh Hashanah is called “Hayom haras
olam” because Adam’s soul was born on this day, it is fitting that nine
shofar blasts are required, and, in fact, those blasts are referred to as
“yevava (wails)?,” like the cries of a woman in labor.

Based on Yahel Ohr, Tehillim, 20, 9

* Breishis, 1, 14.

> Rosh Hashana, 33b.
® Brachos, 29a.

7 Yirmiyahu, 20, 17.
8 Rosh Hashana, ibid.
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The Emuna that Rosh Hashanah’s Hidden Energy will be Revealed

“Tik’u bachodesh shofar, bakeseh I’yom chageinu, ki chok I’yisroel hu,
mishpat leilokei Yaakov®.” Rosh Hashanah is called “bakeseh,” which
means hidden, because although all of the physical and spiritual energy
necessary for the entire year is allotted on Rosh Hashanah, as Chazal say:
“All of a person’s expenses are allocated on Rosh Hashanah™,” yet all of
the energy which has been appropriated for this purpose remains hidden and
unknown, and is distributed pursuant to a person’s behavior, as Chazal say
elsewhere: “Man is judged every day™.”

This system is explained™ to be predicated on the idea that there is an
additional, more practical daily judgment over whether the energy should be
granted in a physical or spiritual form, because physical energy can be
turned spiritual, and vice versa, with the outcome sometimes being positive
for the recipient, and other times negative.

Thus, the pasuk says “bakeseh,” namely that the energy and the manner in
which it will be distributed are still hidden, which fits with Chazal who
said: “Which holiday occurs when the month (“chodesh”, in reference to the
moon) is concealed (“keseh”)? Rosh Hashanah™” since “chodesh” means
both newness, like the new physical and spiritual energy, but also
hiddenness, because it remains concealed.

We therefore say “Hayom haras olam” on Rosh Hashanah, since “haras,”
which means pregnancy, is a state in which the fetus is known to be present
yet is concealed, and Rosh Hashanah is similarly a time when tremendous
amounts of physical and spiritual energy are allotted, yet they remain
hidden, and depend on future daily and hourly judgments an individual
undergoes.

]

Yet, although it’s “bakeseh,” it is also “I’yom chageinu,” a day of
celebration, because in spite of the fact that it’s hidden, our simple emuna
and bitachon in Hashem brings about that even “bakeseh” becomes “yom
chageinu.”

Sefer Hamaamarim 5692, pages 17-18

? Tehillin, 81, 4-5.

19 Beitzah, 16a.

' Rosh Hashana, 16a.

12 Rebbe’s comment: See Likutei Torah end of Shlach [55d]. Derech Mitzvosecha, Mitzva of
Tiglachas Metzora [106a and onward]. Kuntres Umaayan Maamar 17 and onward.

13 Rosh Hashana, 8a.
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The Neshama’s Descent Below

“Im k’vanim, im ka’avadim,” whether we are Your children, or whether we
are Your servants:

A servant is a separate entity, yet in spite of this he serves his master and
externally nullifies himself before him; on the other hand, a son is part of
his father, in Chazal’s language: “A son is the leg of his father™®)” but at the
same time is also considered an entity to himself, as it says in Malachi: “A
son honors his father, and a slave his master™,” and the fact that it’s
possible for a son to honor his father indicates that he is not literally,

entirely one with his father.

These two models of son and servant represent two levels of the Neshama
when it descends below:

When the Neshama reaches Malchus of Atzilus, it can be compared to a son
who is a separate person yet considered a part of his father; similarly, the
Neshama has been separated from its state of cleaving to G-dliness and has
become a distinct entity, yet it isn’t completely disconnected from G-dliness
either.

Then the Neshama descends even further to the worlds of Briah, Yetzirah
and Asiyah, and literally assumes its own existence and is separated from
G-dliness, which expresses itself in the fact that man has the ability to
choose to even rebel against G-dliness, Heaven forbid, and when a person
chooses not to rebel against Hashem and nullifies his self instead, he is
called a servant.

Based on Maamarei Admor Hazaken 5572, pages 59-60

!4 Per Rashi, “K’baal,” Kesubos 92a. Tosfos, “Mikamei,” Yevamos 3a.
15 Malachi, 1, 6.
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Hayom Haras Olam

Today is the world’s birthday.
Today He will summon all of the world’s creations to stand in judgment.
Whether we are Your children, or whether we are Your servants;

If we are Your children, have mercy upon us as a father would upon his children,
And if we are Your servants, our eyes are turned to You, until You show us favor,
And You bring our judgment to light,

O Awesome One, Holy One.

) Rab. Moshe Druin
(Guitar Strum) Intro
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