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FOREWORD

Dear Family and Friends,

Thank you for participating in and enhancing our Simchahe marriage of our children,
Ari and Mushkie Herzog. May we always merit to share Simchas together, in good health
and with true joy, Gezuntheit un Freilacherheit.

As we stand beneath the Chuppah, in the presence of grandparents and great
grandparents, we recognize that we do not stand alone. We are accompanied by the
spiritual legacies of many great Chassidim and devoted Yidden, whose lives were defined
by unwaverilC /EAEOER AAAD (EOBEAOEOOOR AT A 000
devotion are woven into this moment, as two families are united into one eternal bond.

In this small yet precious momento, you are invited to experience a brief history of some
of the pillars of our two families. Certainly, the material presented here cannot fully do
justice to the greatness of these individuals. Each one truly deserves atire volume to
properly convey the depth of their lives, their accomplishments, and their enduring
influence on future generations.

May we merit to go speedily from this simcha to the ultimate simchahe complete and
everlasting union between Hashem and Am Yisrael, when we will reunite with all past
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THE REBBE’S LETTER

TO MR. YECHEZKIEL HERZOG

By the Grace of &l
24th of Cheshvan, 5734
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr. Chaim Teller
Mr. Yechezkiel Herzog
Melbourne, Australia

Greeting and Blessing:

| was pleased to receive your regards through Rabbi Serebryanski who reported to me
that your business is enjoying Hatzlocho, and that your moving it to its present location,
proved beneficial.

It is surely unnecessary to emphasize again, what | discussed personally with Mr. M. F.
when he was here, about the importance of the strict observance of Shabbos and Yom Tov.
For, although this is a "must", as @'s command, this is also the channel to oceive Gd's
blessings for continued Hatzlocho.

With regards to your inquiry through Rabbi Serebryanski whether you ought to take
out some money from the business for investment purposes, it seems to me that since it
is not so long since you moved to your new location, it is yet premature.

As | have often mentioned in regard to Parnosso, the blessing of Parnosso is twofold,
namely, that the income should be adequate, and also the expenditure of it should be on
good and healthy things and on matters of Tzedoko.

May Gd grant that this should be so in your case, and that you should go from strength
to strength in all matters of Yiddishkeit, both materially and spiritually.

With blessing,/signed/

P.S. Receipt is inclosed for your Tzedoko, and may it additionally stand you and yours in
good stead.

SO @ 6@@\
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THE REBBE’'S LETTERS

TO RABBI GORDON & CHABAD OF THE VALLEY

RABBI Msmclmza M. SCHNEERSON A » INRDNRIW 271010 umn
u teh '
770 l:'aslﬂ:t'l'.uiway PHMNRINY
Brooklyn. N Y 11213
493-9250 WIPIKE YLD 770
3 RIS IR S0

By the Grace of G-d
22 Shevat, 5738
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to receive your letter of Jan. 26, with enclosures,
particularly about the forthcoming Inaugural Chassidic Dinner in your
honor. '

I will, please G-d, send 8 message to-the Banquet. In the mean-
time, no doubt, the preparations for the Banquet and all activities are
proceeding at full pace and with continuous momentum. May G-d grant
that everything should be with Hatzlocho in the fullest measure.

Receipt is enclosed for your Tzedoko, and may the Zechus of it
additionally stand you and yours in good stead,

All the more so, since we are about to enter the auspicious month
of Adar, and this year - a.Leap Year - having two auspicious months of

Adar,
With all good wishes, and

With blessing., (\ C(‘QVQJZ&M
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SECRETARIAT of RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
the Lubavitcher Rabbi
770 EASTERN PARKWAY, BROOKLYN 13, N. Y.

B. H.
25 Shevat, 5738
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Rabbi J, B, Gordon
4917 Hayvenhurst
Encino, Cal.

Sholom uBrocho'!

Encloeed please find the Rebbe's KU ML
message to the fox‘l{t\coming Banquet.

You will no doubt consult with other
Chabad askonim whether to make an advanced
copy of the message available to YechieV'? v
Blauner, and, if there is no reason to the
contrary, will surely do so.

With all good wishes, .

Sceretary

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Labuarach
T70 EASTEAN PARKWAY
FROOKLYN, MY, 11213

Rabbi Joshus B, Gordon
Chabad-Lubavitch of the Valley
P, O, Box 754

Encino, Calif, 1316
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By the Grace of G-d

Erev Shabbos Mevorchim Adar II
Parshas Shekolim, 5738
Brooklyn, N.Y,

To All Participants in the Inaugural Banquet
The Valley Friends of Lubavitch
Encino, California 91436

Greeting and Blessing:

Everything is, of course, directed by Divine Providence; certainly
an event which is connected with a sacred cause for the benefit of the com-
munity, It is therefore significant that the Banquet is taking place on the
day after Parshas Shekolim, for its lesson - eternal as all teachings of the
Torah - has a bearing also on the present occasion.,

The "Half-Shekel" was contributed (at this time of the year) - by rich
and poor alike - during the time of the Beisg Hamikdosh for the purpose of
maintaining the holy services in behalf of the entire Jewish people, It was
a silver coin, yet, as the Torah declares, it was to serve as "Kofer-nefesh' -
a "ransom," or "atonement, " for the soul,

Why was an atonement for the soul necessary in connection with this
contribution ?

One explanation is as follows: A Jew is expected to carry out all his
obligations in matters of Yiddishkeit as close to perfection as humanly
possible. This is particularly true of one's obligations to the community
in which one lives, and to our Jewish people as a whole,

However, even with the best of intentions, there is likely to be a
margin of error in asse ssing one's responsibilities and obligations, A
person is naturally subjective and prone to be satisfied with his, or her,
effort in discharging these obliga tions.

The Half-Shekel is therefore a timely reminder that one's goal in
matters of Torah and Mitzvos, both in regard to personal advancement as
well as community-wise, particularly in the area of Jewish education of
the young - young in years and those who are still "younghin Jewish know-
ledge and experience -- this goal is never fully achieved, for however great
the endeavor and however satisfactory it is per se, there is so much more
to be done,

This is why an "atonement for the soul" is called for. At the same

-2-

time, it opens new channels to receive G-d's blessings t? be able to g'o
from strength to strength in discharging one's res?onsibxlities to one 1s
self, one's family and to the community at large, in the fullest possible

measure.

In the spirit of all that has been said above, I extend prayerful wishes
to each and all of you for Hatzlocho in this and all your endeavors, mater-
ially and spiritually.

With esteem and blessing,yy}gﬁzv\u@}?
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By the CGrace of G-d
23rd of Adar I, 5738
Brooklyn, N. Y.

J
Greeting and Blessing:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your recent
correspondence.

I was gratified to read adbout your personal ef-
forts in connection with the Chabad Inaugural Banquet.
As in the case of all good things, I trust that the
success of the event will stimulate even greater dedi-
cation on the part of all participants in this event,
as well as in the forthcoming dedication of the Chabad
Russian Synagogue. There is surely no need to elabor-
ate on the great Zechus of these activities to spread
and strengthen Yiddishkeit in the region.

-_Since-ﬁé';re now in the auspicious month of Adar -

. and this year, a Leap year, we have two months of

Adar - when, as the Megilla tells us, “For the Jews

~ there wag light, joy, gladness and honor," may G-d

grant that this should be so for all Jews everywhere,
both in the plain sense of these words, as well as in
their inner meaning, as our Sages interpret them, name-
ly, "Light - this is Torah,..Honor - this is Tefillin,"
since for a Jew the material and spiritual must go hand

- in hand together...

. Jdishing you and youre a joyous and inspiring Purim,

With blcsaing\mm(‘g !
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEFRSON INRTIIRIW 27190 1mn

Lubaviich
/70 Eastern Parkway W!i‘_‘lﬁi‘l"?
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213
493-9250 MIPIABR IPRDN 770
RIS 8 LT IL T
By the Grace of G~d
7 Adar, 5740
Brooklyn, N, Y,

To All Participants in the Banquet of ’
Chabad~Lubavitch of the Valley
Encino, Cal, 91316

Greeting and Blessing:

This year's Banquet, like last year's, is taking place on the day after Shabbos
Parshas Hachodesh. And although the basic teachings of Torah are eternal and
constant from year to year, cach year brings them to us with renewed force,
new dime/s‘.gﬁons, and timely instructions that need to be implemented in the
everyday life,

It has been pointed out that one of the instructive messages of Parshas Hachodesh
is that the "rebirth" (molad) and renewal of the moon (unlike the constancy of

the sun) is that it symbolyzes the essence of our Jewish people and of the indi-
vidual Jew, Like the moon, which receives its light from the sun and lights up
the darkness of the night, a Jew reflects the constant light of the Torah and
Mitzvos and illuminates with it his and her personal life and the whole environe
ment,

The current year = 5740 = has the added dimension of being a Year of Shemittah,
a Sabbatical Year, designated by the Torah as a '"Shabbos unto G-d. " During
such a year, agricultural activity in the Holy Land is forbidden, and a Jew is
expected to turn his attention from the field and vineyard to the home, and devote
the released time to spiritual pursuits and advancement in Torah and Mitzvos -
much in the same way as the holy Shabbos day, when all manner of work is for~
bidden, should be dedicated to the needs of the soul.

To be sure, the law of Shemittah pertaining to agricultural activity does not ap-
ply in the Diaspora, nor, in any case, is agriculture our priacipal occupation
#8 in olden days. However, as in the case of all aspects of Torah which transw
cend time and place, the inner content of Shemittah and its practical teachings
are indeed very relevant to each one us here and now. We are reminded that
this year, especially, we must renew and redouble our efforts in all matters of
Yiddishkeit, both at home and in the community at large.

The annual banquet, as all other programs and activities of Chabad~Lubavitch,

is the ideal forum and frame in which every Jew can participate, and ought to
participate fully, to strengthen and spread Yiddishkeit, Torah and Mitzvos, and
to provide leadership and direction for the younger generation starving for Jewish
identity and a meaningful 1ife,

With esteem and blessing for Hatzlocho (;ZA/ o i
oty Lo

(9) CR O
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTIIRIW 27191 TN
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway wRMININY
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By the Grace of G-d
Erev Shabbos Mevorchim
Chodesh Adar I, 5741
Brooklyn, N, Y,

To All Participants in the Banquet of
Chabad-Lubavitch of the Valley
Encino, Cal, 91318

Greeting and Blessing:

This year's Banquet is taking place between Purim Kotton and Purim,
in a year of Hakhel, which have a timely relevance to the present occasion,

Purim Kotton brings to mind that day in 5687 (1927), when the Rebbe,
my saintly father-in-law, delivered his history-making public address that
openly defied and challenged the ruthless regime which was determined to
completely suppress Yiddishkeit in that country,

The theme of his discourse was: "Out of he mouths of babes and
sucklings You established strength. . to still the enemy and the avenger"
(Ps. 8:3). He explained that "enemy" (oyev) refers to an overt enemy, and
"avenger' (misnakem) refers to a hidden enemy, and that the way to van-
quish both is through the G-d-given strength of the Torah that is inculcated
in our children from their earliest infancy. This was, of course, what he
had been doing over the years, with complete Mesiras-nefesh, and with the
help of G-d came out victorious,

By the grace of G-d we live in a country where no peril threatens
any Jew practicing Yiddishkeit, working for Torah-Chinuch and spreading
Torah and Mitzvos, Yet the message of that historic Purim Kotton is just
as relevant here and now, For there is that ever-present enemy - the
"alien ged within" - whose job is to distract a Jew from the Torah way,
either openly - by undermining one's trust in G-d and one's commitment to
the Torah and Mitzvos, or in a more subtle way - through distortion and
compromise,

The way to combat the enemy and the avenger‘within our gates“is
through strengthening commitment to uncompromising Torah Yiddishkeit in
one's personal life, and working to strengthen this commitment among all
fellow Jews in one's surroundings and in the community at large., In this
every Jew, without exception, must be involved. Which is also the basic
message of Hakhel: "Assemble the people, the men and the women, and the
very young infants (taf), that they hear and learn, and fear G-d your G-d,
and observe to do all the words of this Torah, "
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The programs and activities of Chabad-Lubavitch in the Valley, as
everywhere else, are geared to this paramount and vital cause, and offer
an opportunity for everyone to participate - not merely with a generous
contribution, but also by personal involvement, with heart and soul, May
G-d bless each and all of you and yours to carry it out with joy and glad-
ness of heart,

With esteem and blessin

for Hatzlochow\ W

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 EASTERN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN, N.Y, 11213

Chabad of the Valley-Lubavitch
P. O. Box 754
Encino, Ca. 91316
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By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesh Adar, 5742
Brooklyn, N, Y.

To All Participants in the
Fifth Annual Banquet of
Chabad-Lubavitch of the Valley
Encino, Ca. 91316

Greeting and Blessing:

You are gathered at this important event with the inspiration of
Purim still fresh in everyone's mind, The most important message of
this festival is summed up in the familiar phrase in the Megillah: "For
the Jews there was light, joy, gladness and honor." This expresses,
first of all, the total relief of the Jews of Shushan and of all the 127 28
provinces of the Persian Empire, after their miraculous triumph over S
Haman and all other enemies - a feeling that was not diminished by the
fact that they still remained in Golus (exile) for a period of time,

At the same time, our Sages see in the said words also a deeper
meaning, namely, "Light - this is the Torah, .. Honor - this is Tefillin, "
In this way our Sages remind us that for a Jew "Light and joy," etc. in
the ordinary sense is connected with "Light and joy" in the spiritual sense,
namely the light of Torah and joy of Mitzvoth,

By celebrating Purim, we identify with our ancestors in Persia,
for we, too, are still in Golus, and are awaiting the final and complete
Geulo through Moshiach Tzidkeinu. We are heartened by the message of
Purim that in the midst of Golus, surrounded by enemies, we can neverthe-
less enjoy "Light and joy, gladness and horor' both materially and spiritu-
ally, by following in the footsteps of Mordecai and Esther. For they
exemplified the spirit of true Jewish pride in their religion and way of life, =
with dignity and strength ("Mordecai would not kneel nor bow down'"), and
the recognition that this strength can come only through Jewish unity in
Torah ("gather all Jews together. ,.").

Since "action is the essential thing, " I trust that every one of the
participants will translate the inspiration of this experience into concrete
terms of continued personal advancement in the spirit of the Purim message
as noted above. At the same time, he and she will also take an increasingly
supportive role in spreading and strengthening Yiddishkeit in one's immedi-
ate circle and in the community at large, with personal involvement and
dedication.

With prayerful wishes for Hatzlocho in all above, and

With esteem and blessing {
Ya QJZA@W
‘1
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By the Grace of G-d
Pesach Sheni, 5743
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To All Participants in the Annual Banquet
of Chabad of the Valley
Encino, Ca. 91316

Greeting and Blessing:

Since everything is by Divine Providence, it is significant that this year's
Ammual Banquet is taking place on the 12th of Sivan, the day that completes
the period of Tashlumin (paymernt . of one's obligations) commected with the
Festival of Showuos - the amniversary of our receiving the Torah at Mount
Sinai. Thus, the Torah, which is called Toras Chessed (a Torah of loving-
kindness) , has provided this extension (for each of the Three Festivals)
to everyone who, for one reason or another, had not discharged one's obli-
gations commected with the festival, either fully or not at all. Everyone
got a second chance.

This is also one of the basic teachings of Pesach Sheni ("Second Pesach')
on the l4th of Iyar, the date of this letter.

While we ponder and appreciate the great kindness of the Torah in giving
every Jew a second chance, we must ask ourselves: What of those children
and youngsters who, for no fault of theirs, have been deprived of a Torah
education -- will get another chance if we fail them, G-d forbid? Can
we, dare we, take a with so vital a matter?

And speaking of children and youngsters, we do not mean only those who are
young in years, but also those who are "young" in terms of real Jewish ex-
perience, the experience of Yiddishkeit, Torah and Mitzvos, in the everyday
life. Not to mention the fact that Torah education is a life-long process,
as we declare in our daily prayers, "These (the Torah and Mitzvos) are our
life and the length of our days"; and life is a contimuous and uninterrupted
process. :

With the inspiration of -the Festival of Mattan Torah still fresh in one's

mind and heart, and being gathered on the auspicious day of Tashlumin, as
mentioned above, it is to be hoped with certainty that all friends of Chabad
of the Valley, who know and appreciate the dedicated work it is doing to
spread and strengthen Torah-true Yiddishkeit in the region, will re

to the occasion with even greater involvement, both personally and financially,
than before, in keeping also with the principle that "allimtters of goodness
and holiness should be on the as o

With prayerful wishes for Hatzlocho in all above, and

With esteem and blessing
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By the Grace of G=d
Erev Shabbos Mevorchim
Chodesh HaShlishi Sivan,
5744, Brooklyn, N. Y.

To All Participants in the Annual Banquet
of Chabad of the Valley
Encino, Ca. 91316

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to be informed of the forthcoming Annual Event, taking
place on the 13th day of the Third Month. the month of Mattan Torah.

The date of this event is thus highly significant for a cause that is
directly concerned with Torah education and Torah learning. particulare
ly since the Torah was given to our people only after our ancestors,
standing at Mt. Sinai, gave the pledge to HaShem '"Our children will
be our guaranty that the Torah will be kept and cherished for all times. "

Indeed, the Torah schools and Yeshivos in every generation since
the Torah was given to us at Mt. Sinai, kept alive and transmitted the
Torah and Mitzvoth from generation to generation to this day. very
often under the most trying conditions and circumstances. This proved
beyond the slightest doubt that the Torah and Mitzvoth are indeed '"our
life and the length of our days."

Generally, Jews everywhere, are partners in that pledge and com-~
mitment at Sinai, and we have to make it good. Our responsibility is
all the greater because of the environmental influences in the society,
which, unfortunately, tend to lure away Sume. of our boys and girls
from Torah education and from the Torah way of life as an everyday
experience. Here is a case where time is clearly of the essence, for
the sooner a Jewish child is brought back to Torah education, the
stronger is the certainty that "also in old age he will not depart from it."

Since this year's Annual Event is taking place immediately after the
Festival of Mattan Torah and its days of Tashlumin, the inspiration of
the Festival will still be fresh in everyone's heart and mind. I hope and
trust it will find full expression in the generous response on the part of
all who appreciate what Torah means to our Jewish people. and respond
also in terms of personal involvement in the vital work of Chabad of the
Valley in a consistently growing measure.

With prayerful wishes for Hatzlocho in all above, and

With esteem and

blessing,

\ Yz lr A

¥
\

@



\9\%\9 23 SHEVAT 5786

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON NRDTIRIV 219N TMN
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway “_&:”,
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213

493-9250 MIPIBD IYBDYR 770

23,093
By the Grace of G-d
Erev Shabbos Mevorchim
Chodesh Shevat, 5745
Brooklyn, N. Y.
To All Participants in the Annual Banquet
of Chabad of the Valley
Encino, Ca. 91316
Greeting and Blessing:
-

This year's Annual Event is taking place in proximity t
the 10th of Shevat, the Yahrzeit-Hilulo Anniversary of my
father-in-law of saintly memory, Founder of Chabad institutions
in the U.S.A.

When the Rebbe came to these shores in 1940, he brought
with him a spirit of selfless dedication to the cause of Torah
and Torah education that has been, and still is, an inexhaust-
ible source of inspiration and encouragement to all who have
involved themselves in Torah education ever since. For, he
was a living example of what can be achieved with an unshakable
resolve to overcome difficulties.

One may say, Who can compare to his stature? But so in-
comparable are also the difficulties which we face here in
the U.S.A. to the problems, perils and ruthless persecution
which the Baal HaHilulo faced in the early years of that
regime behind the Iron Curtain. Yet, with G-d's help, he
overcame them all, showing also that when a Jew is determined
to do his utmost for the preservation of Torah Yiddishkeit,
HaShem helps him, or her, to do even more.

I trust the inspiration of the Baal HaHilulo will come
through forcefully in the generous response of all partici-
pants and friends of Chabad of the Valley, both in terms of
financial support, as well as in terms of personal involve-
ment in the vital work of this most worthy organization.

With prayerful wishes for Hatzlocho in all above, and

With esteem and

blessing‘n?. g‘ﬁ'g’l’:’b‘ﬂ
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By the Grace of G-d
25th of Shevat, 5746
Brooklyn, N. Y.

To All Participants

in the Annual Banquet
of Chabad of the Valley
Encino, Ca. 91316

Greeting and Blessing:

It is significant that this year's Annval Banquet is taking
place on the day after Shabbos Parshas Ki-Thisso; the day which
happens to be also the first day of the week of Parshas Shekolim.
Since Parshas Shekolim constitutes the opening portion of
Ki-Thisso, we have the unusual situation of reading the seme
Torak portion on two consecutive Shabbosim. This circumstance
lends added emphasis to the eternal message of the "Half-Shekel"
(Machtzis HaShekel) - the central theme of Parshas Shekolim.

Our Sages relate that when HaShem told Moshe Rabbeinu about
the Mitzvo of the Half-Shekel contribution which was to bz given
by rich and poor alike as an “atonement for the soul," Moshe
wondered how a small silver coin could be an atonement or
"ransom'" as it were, for one's soul. Whereupon HaShem produced
a ''coin of fire" from beneath His Throne of Glory, showed it to
Moshe, and declared, "This is what they have to give."

The lesson of it, our Sages explain, is to show how a Jew -
every Jew, rich and poor - can convert a silver coin - in itself
an inanimate object of small value, and one that has not even
the organic life of a plant, not to mention that of a living
creature, let alone a human being - into something like a coin
of fire, originated from under the Throne of Glory of the Holy
One, blessed be He - when he uses this coin for a cause that is
connected with Torah and Mitzvoth, and gives it with warmth,
joy, and inspiration.

Such is the cause for which you are gathered on this occa-
sion, to celebrate the Thirteenth Anniversary of Chabad of the
Valley's dedicated service to the Valley Jewish community.

Each and all of you participating in this cause through
financial support and personal involvement, are sharing in the
great Zechus of the Machtzis HaShekel Mitzvo, which, in a real
sense, goes to 'ransom" many a Jewish soul held captive by
forces of a '"Chinuch-deficient symdrome," bringing it back to a
healthier and more vigorous state of Jewish identity and experi-
ence, illuminated with the light of Torah and Mitzvoth in a
steadily growing measure.
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May you all - Chabad of the Valley and all friends and
supporters - continue from strength to strength in this con-
certed effort, with all the Divine blessings that go with it,
both materially and spiritually, as the "other half" of the Half-
Shekel Mitzvo.

With prayerful wishes for much Hatzlocho in all above, and

With esteem and

blessing‘ %\
y7' "‘

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 EASTERN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11213
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By the Grace of G-d
10th of Shevat, 5747
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To All Participants in the Annual
Banquet of Chabad of The Valley
Encino, CA

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to be informed that this year's annual event will
take place on the 25th of the current month of Shevat. The

time element is noteworthy, since this month is associated with
the Yahrzeit anniversary of my father-in-law the Rebbe of saintly
memory (on the 10th of Shevat, the date of this letter).

Chabad of the Valley, like all Chabad-Lubavitch institutions in
this country, is part of the great heritage of the Baal HaHilulo
since he transplanted the Chabad Headquarters on the American
continent nearly half a century ago.

If one were to pinpoint two of the most characteristic features

of the Baal HaHilulo, these would be his Ahavas Yisroel - his
boundless love for all Jews, and his Mesiras Nefesh - self-sacri-
ficing dedication to the preservation of our Jewish people in
these most turbulent and critical times. Day-in, day-out, his
utmost efforts and energies were focused on helping Jews, wherever
they lived, near and far - near and far not only geographically
but also spiritually: Those who were "near" -to bring them nearer
still to HaShem and His Torah and Mitzvos; and those who were
"far" Jewishly - to bring them ever closer to their Jewish roots,
Jewish identity, and Torah-true Jewish experience.

For those who have the Zechus to have a worthy share in his on-
going institutions and programs, the Yahrzeit is a time of self
reappraisal in terms of abovementioned two charactersitics, which
are indeed innate in every Jewish soul, but which have to be
actualized and nurtured through consistent application in actual
practice. Suffice it to reflect on the happy circumstance that
Jews in this blessed country can carry on his work without having
to face anything remotely resembling the difficulties and perils
which he had to face from time to time and from place to place.

With prayerful wishes to each and all of you in all above, and

With esteem and blessing,
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By the Grace of G-d
12th of Adar, 5748
Year of Hakhel
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To All Participants in the Annual
Banquet of Chabad of the Valley
Encino, California

Greeting and Blessing!

I was pleased to be informed of the forthcoming annual event
taking place on the 24th of Adar. I take pleasure in extending
congratulations and prayerful wishes to the worthy honoré€s,
distinguished guests, and all participants in this event.

May it be blessed with a full measure of achievement both
materially and spiritually, especially as it is taking place
in the year of Hakhel.

The Mitzvah of Hakhel, as ordained in the Torah, is that at

the end of every seven years, immediately after the year of
Shemittah, when Jews make their pilgrimage to the Bais Hamikdosh
(Temple), during the festival of Succos, all Jews had to be gathered
(Hakhel) - the men, and the women, and the children even babies,

and the king read to them sections from the Torah, selected for
their content to stimulate Jews in the observance of Mitzvos and
strengthen them in their faith and in Yiddishkeit, and it made

a profound impression on them, as if they heard it from G-d

himself.

Although the Mitzvah of Hakhel, in its concrete and plain form,

is connected with the time of the Bais Hamikdosh, there is the

well known principle that all matters that are connected with the
Beis Hamikdosh, such as sacrifices and the like, are in their
spiritual content relevant at all times. This is why the daily
prayers, which have been enacted in the place of the sacrifices,
substitude for them. A Jew prays with all his heart, offers himself
completely in submission to his Creator, and is ready to sacrifice

G-d as a "burnt offering" in the Beis Hamikdosh. indeed, also during
the times when Jews had a central Sanctuary and Mikdosh and actually
offered sacrifices there, it was the Jewish heart that he desired
most, in accordance with His imperative, request, and promise:

"Let them make Me a Sanctuary and I will dwell within them" - in
their innermost Jewish hearts.

It is also obvious how strongly the Mitzvah of Hakhel emphasizes
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the Torah-education of our children. It follows that also those who
are grown in years but still "children" in Yiddishkeit; all those
"who know not," who, for one reason or another, did not get the
proper Jewish education, and even those who belong to the category
of "one who knows not to ask," namely, those who do not know, and

do not feel, that they miss something and should ask and seek help -
these also must be assembled to let them hear and learn what Torah
is, what a Mitzvah is, in a manner of learning that would imbue

them with fear of G-d, and, most importantly, that they should
"observe and do all the words of this Torah," the Torah from Sinai
that shall never be changed - all of the above with such impact,

"as if they heard it from G-d himself."

Chabad of the Valley, as Chabad-Lubavitch everywhere else -

has, with the help of G-d, and of its dedicated friends, made
substantial achievments in helping Jews become even more fully

and intimately aware of Torah and Mitzvos in their everyday experiance,
and is committed to continue this vital activity in a consistantly
growing measure. I am confident that everyone of you will increase
still further your active participation in the vital activities

and programs to keep the light of Torah shining even more
brightly.

Hashem will surely bless you with Hatzlocho in this endeavor,
as well as in all your needs, both materially and spiritually.

With esteem and blessing

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON [
Lubavitch

770 EASTERN PARKWAY [
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11213 [

Chabad of the Valley
4915 Hayvenhurst Ave.
Encino, CA 91436




23 SHEVAT 5786 Q@S/

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTTIRMIG 2100 1mn
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway PRMRING
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213
493-9250 »1PIE TIYVOR 770
23,10

By the Grace of G-d
7th of Adar I, 5749
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To All Participants in the Annual
Banquet of Chabad of the Valley
Encino, California

I was pleased to be informed of the forthcoming Annual
Event, taking place on 23 Adar I. I extend congratulations
and prayerful wishes to the distinguished honorees

and all participants.

Last month (on the tenth of Shevat) we observed the
Yahrzeit of my saintly predecessor, my father-in-law
the Rebbe - thereupon entering the fortieth year of
his passing - a highly significant milestone.

The Torah tells us that everyone in the 40th year of

his activities (studies, activities), attains a deeper
knowledge, a keener perception and a fuller appreciation
of the eternal values, in which he has been and is
involved.

It follows from the above that such understanding and
appreciation calls for new dimensions in terms of one's
dedication and participation in the ongoing and expanding
activities and institutions that have been founded

by the Rebbe and are conducted in his spirit and guidlines.

In light of the above, I am confident that all friends

and supporters of Chabad of the Valley will henceforth

- in keeping with the new milestone - open even more

fully their hearts, eyes, and ears to the vital activities
of spreading and strenghtening Torah and Yiddishkeit

in your area.

May HaShem bless each and all of you with Hatzlocho

in these, as well as in all your worthy endeavors,
materially and spiritually.

A i
With esteem and blessing EAV\ Stf:/fil ﬁﬁ:' .
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