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Dear Family and Friends,

We are overwhelmed with gratitude to Hashem for His abundant blessings in enabling
us to celebrate the marriage of our dear children Shmuli and Chana 1. We thank all
of you who have come from far and near to join us in our simcha. May we continue to
celebrate happy occasions together in good health for many years to come.

As a memento of this special occasion, we present you with a fascinating collection of
previously unpublished letters of the Rebbe in English on a variety of topics, including
marriage, Jewish education, outreach, and an assortment of unique correspondences.

May Hashem bless you and yours both spiritually and materially, and may we merit
the ultimate simcha and celebration with the coming of Moshiach now!

The Hecht and Simpson Families
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The Clothes and the Man

By the Grace of G=d
Brooklyn, N. Y.

I am directed to aclmowledge receipt of your letter of May 3lst,
Inasmuch as 1t was written in a spirit of sincerity, it deserves
a reply in the same way, and it is regretted that, owing to
pressure of work, this is the first opportunity to reply to your
letter,

Needless to say that the extermal negligence of which you write

is Justified neither by Chassidism nor by the Shulchan Aruch.

At the same time it is not hard to find an explanation. It simply
means that inasmuch as cleanliness is a part of the Jewish religion,
the person in question has not yet attained full perfection in the
teachings of our religion. There are probably external reasons to
explain this, such as his mind being occupied with what he con-
siders more essential and more vital to his spiritual well-being.
As an illustration, it is possible to cite the meticulous house-
wife who, under certain conditions, may find it unavoidable to
neglect the cleanliness of the house, as, for instance, if there
should be sickmess in the family, and the like, when her mind is
preoccupied with more serious matters than straightening out the
house. Or, in a case of a soldier on the battlefield, where, in
the heat of the battle, his external appearance may suffer,
Similarly, there are persons who are preoccupied with their inner
struggles, for the supremacy of mind over matter, to the extent
that their extermal appearance is sometimes neglected. And, Jjust
as there are people who devote their primary attention to exter-
nal matters, neglecting the inner and essential, so there are
people whose primary attention is devoted towards the spirituel,
and, without yet having brought that in order, they have not
reached the stage of external perfection as well, although they
too are aware that the external has also an important bearing on
the internal,

With all good wishes,

Sincerely

Sec'y.
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Spiritual Breathing

1lth of Iyar 5711
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

Rabbil M. Hecht has kept me informed of your condition. I
was pleased to hear from him that your condition has improved con-
siderably and that you expected to be home very soon. I wish you
a rapid and complete recovery.

As you know, the function of the li#ngs is a double one:
to inhale the breath of 1life, wvhich is sent by way of the blood
vessels throughout the body; and to exhale the harnful gases, such
as carbon dioxide, etc. forming in the body.

In accordance with the oft repeated saylng of my father-
in~lawv of sainted memory, quoting the Baal Shem Tov, founder of
Chassidism, that everyth:[ng in one's 1life has a lesson as to how
better to serve G-d and fellow-man, we can find such a lesson also
in the simple but vital function of breathins.

In serving Ged, discharging both our duties to our Maker
and to our fellow men, the spirit of life - the spiritual oxygen -
is our faith in G=d and the study and observance of the Torah.
This spiritual oxygen must vitalize all our actions. At the same
time we must free our system from all harmful traits and habits,
that is, those which are not in conformity with our Torah.

To train our children to "inhale" and "exhale" properly
i1s the purpose of the Lubavitcher Yeshivoth, of wvhich you are
S fortunate to have/one in your cammunity, and more fortunate still
A‘M to take an active'part in its dcvelopment. The children in these
Yeshivoth are not only given knowledge and' scholarship but are

taught how to use them, so as to practise "Turn away from evil and
do good."

I wish you good health to be able to redouble your efforts
for the Yeshivah, and I hope to hear good mews of you.

Cordially and with blessing,

QU
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On Dreams and Deeds

By the Grace of Ged
16 Elul 5711
Brooklyn 13, N,Y.

Sholom u'Brochot

I am in receipt of your letter and card of Sept. 6 and 5 respective-

%y. You are anxious to. know whether our work 1s limited to the
eshivah, ete., Let me, first of all, relieve your anxiety by as-
suring you that our work is far more extensive than you imagine.

OQur work is not confined to the U,5A, &lone, but also extends to
Canada, Argentina, Brasil, Mexlico etc, in this hemisphere, and to
our Holy Land, France, England, Delgivm, Holland, Australla, South
end North Afriea. OQur program is designed to taf:e in 2lso Alglers
and Tunisia {in sddition to Harocco where our program has proved
especially successful), Iran and Sweden,

Now that your misapprehension concerning the nature and scope of
the Lubavitcher movement has been somewhat dispelled, I want to
ask ycu, Whet practical effect this will have on you? For this
new revelation to you can in no way discharge you from your per-
sonal obligations within your own sphere of activity.

Let me again emphasige vhat I have told you orelly:

(a) To prevent one's work from going astray, and to ensure that it
bring good fruits rather than the reverse, one must have G-d on
his side, The Jew knows that Divine guidance and assistance are
based on the prerequisite of the observance of the Torah and Mitz-
voth, not only in volition, intellect and feeling, but simply and
primarily in words and doe&a of every day life.

(b) It is usually more difficult to apply oneself to the fulfillment
of one's immediate task in life under delusions of projects and
schemes quite beyond one's capacity which, consequently, remain in
the drean stage, while useful and profitable tasks which are withe
in one's reach remain undone, In other words, ons should not lose
sight of the #ﬂ for the t{/a@’ s to quote a popular saying.

In order that you do not misunderstand me, I will be more specific.
F?rat of all, that you ought to get in line and follow the path of
some 70 generations of our Jewish people, i.e, simply, begin life
as a Torah and Mitgvah observant Jev.

6



PIVD M DKM D PRI INOWY 9NN

Page Two

Secondly, your immediate concern should be to endeavor tc in-
‘fluence your envirorment to make it better and higher, without
waiting for a corresponding improvement in the entire world.

By the first point, I mean simply put on Tefillin every day (ex-
cept Shabbos and Yomtov), eat kosher food, observe the sanctity
of the Shabbos, and the like.

By the second peint, I mean that you begin with your relatives
and friends and’ talk to them about Yiddishleit not in an abstract
sense (which would remaln unproductive c¢f practical deeds) bdut
in simple terms of every day actions and religious practices.

I will conclude in the same vein which you write, namely that
gou will not feel hurt’/at my outspoken remarks, since you asked
or them.

Wiching you a Kesive vachasimo tolvo

Re my advice to advertise in the Bklyn Iagle for an apartment
it was based on an experience of friends with ldentieal almos%
requirements, which brought good results, and they are about to

move into thelr apartment,

With regard to your articles which I returned to you after perusal,
I have no special comments to make, except that they are too serlous
for the average nivesu of general weeklies or monthlies to be
accepted by them, unless you can find one that devotes space to
such subjects, 6no general remarks Your articles have hardly
anything to say about the practical precepts in every day life,
although in the Jewish faith they are preclsely fundamental.

N2
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Peace above All Else

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTIIRMIW 211010 1N

Lubavitch

PHMRIN?

770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213

MIPINE JIPBDR 770

Hyacinth 3-9250 D3 %M

the Grace of G-d
2 th of Elul, 5738
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Blessing and Greetings

I am in receipt pf your letter of 13th of Elul and
previous correspodence.

No doubt you also realize, as well as your husband, -
that the disagreements bétween - however important they A J°%
may appear, including matters of fundamental Hashkofo,
etc. = in reality do not concern, and therefore must not
affect at all, the harmony and certainly, Sholom Bayis.

To link the,things together has no place even in common
sense, and certainly according to our Torah, Toras Chayim,
the true guide in life.

It sometimes happens that one feels the need for an
outlet of discontent in a certain area, and gives vent
to it in an unrelated direction. However, there is surely
no need to emphasize to you the importance of Sholom Bayis,
which every Jew reaffirms every morning even before the
davening, by reciting the Mishnah Eilu dvorim, where
peace between husband and wife is one of the Mitzvoth
the fruits of which are enjoyed in this world, while the
"capital" remains for the world to come. It is even more
important where the way of life of a married couple has
an influence on others. Consequently, every effort should
be made to overcome the difficulties, certainly to avoid
exaggerating them out of proportion.

Experience shows that quite often a situation is con-
siderably eased by unburdening oneself, as you have done
in your letters. In this way you would both find it help-
ful in seeing the difficulties in their true reality and
how trivial they are in relation to your Sholom Bayis.

The above provides an answer to what you write at the
conclusion of your letter, namely, whether it is advisable
to come here to disouss the situation with me. This is
surely not the decisive factor. Besides, the Torah tries
to save a Jew's money. Also, the matter of leaving Eretz
Yisroel even for a shor time, requires weighty reasons,
and in the present case is not warranted, for this is not
the way to preserve the Sholom Bayis between you.

on
Y
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At this time, with the approach of Rosh Hashanah, I
wish you a kesivo vachasimo toivo for a shono toivo umsuko.

Needless to say, you may show the letter to your husband
while at the same time convey to him my good wishes for the
new year, as above.

With blessing,

9



T"BPND O X 39 DY

Uncompromised Jewish Education

By the Grace of G-d
11th of Elul, 5742
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Blessing and Greeting:

1 received your letter, postdated the 27th of Aug, with
the enclosures. Many thanks for your thoughtfulness in send-
ing me a photograph of your triplet grandsons. As requested,
I will remember you in prayer for the fulfillment of your
heart's desires for good in all the matters about which you
wrote.

I trust you will be able to explain to your daughter the
supreme importance of education in general, and for Jews in
particular, inasmuch as Jews constitute a minority everywhere,
particularly in the place where she lives, and it is neces-
sary to give them the kind of education that would always
make them aware of their Jewish identity, and not be swept
by the environment, G-d forbid.

There is no need to elaborate on the obvious. However,
it is surprising, when you come to think of it, that when
parents have to make a decision affecting the material and
physical welfare of a child, nothing is too expensive and
nothing is too difficult, and one would certainly not wish
to settle for a minimum in matters of health, but go for the
maximum. We also see that when it comes to physical health,
every preventive care is taken, through inoculation and the
like, even if the chance of being infected is quite remote.
How much more so should be a parent's desire to ensure the
spiritual well-being of the child through the proper Jewish
education, which must start at a tender age, as the Wisest
of All Men said, "Educate the child in the proper way, so
that he (or she) will not depart from it also in old age.”

Needless to say, when a Jewish child attends a school
where the teachers are not permeated with Jewishness, not
to mention where there are non-Jewish teachers who, with the
best of intentions, cannot be expected to have the right in-
fluence on a Jewish child, that is hardly the place for a
Jewish child to receive his education.

I trust there is no need to further elaborate on the

obvious, especially as no doubt you have inculcated your
daughter with the real concepts, so that inwardly she shares

10
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your views on this matter, but has perhaps been influenced
by extraneous considerations or people who lack the proper
Jewish insights. For, in addition to her children them-
selves, one must also consider the children's children, etc.,
to the end of all generations, who are directly affected by
the kind of education of their forebears.

Receipt is enclosed for your Tzedoko, and may the
Zechus of it stand you all in good stead in all needs, es-
pecially in regard to the Torah education of your grand-
children.

Wishing you and all yours a Kesivo vaChasimo Tovo,
for a good and sweet year, both materially and spiritually,

With blessing,

11
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Congruence of Belief and Action

By the Grece of G=d
3rd Elul, 5715

Brooklyn, H.Y,

Creeting and Blessings

I received your letter of August 2 and emolosure, for which reseipt is emclosed from
our Bikkur Cholim, end may the merit of it stamd you in good stead for the Lmirow-
ments in your healths As requésted, I will remember you in prayer when visiting the
Holy resting place of my Father-in-law, of saintly memory.

Needless to ssy, you need mot apologize for the amount of the domation, for in this
oase it is not the amount itself that is essential, but the senbiment and strong
faith in G-d and in His commendments that a Mitgvah in gemoral and Tgdolsh in parti-
eular has a good influemee also on the materlal aspects of life, and the stronger the
faith, the soomer one sees that it is jJustified.

In this conuection, I consider it my duby Go refer to another pert of your letier which
seons to be highly incounslistemb, If you consider the slmighty to be the Master of the
viorld with regard to life and other materisl aspetts, and since you know what is written
in the Bible with regard to Sabbath observence, it is surely inconsistent on your part
to think that G-d can gilve Parnosso only ia such a way, which is contradigtory to G-d's
cormandments of Sabbath observanse. I am &all the more surprised, gince you atbend
college, which indicates that you wish to lead an intellectual end logieal life, yeb
your action is quite the opposite to logie and eyen gommonsenss.

I know that questioms ere ralsed in this gomeotion as o the fact that othor people,

who do not observe the Sabbath, still seem %o carm more moneye But the answep is alse
olear; first, it is possible that if that person were observing the Sabbath, he might
do much botter; segond, and this is the important thing, money is not an end in itself,
but & means, and the important thing is that it be spent on good and healthy thingse

It is understandable that in orfler that the Jew may observe the Divine Commaniments oub
of love for G=d, not out of seligigh reasons, tho world bas been so arranged that pun=-
ishment for transgression should not be swift in coming, otherwise there would be no
room for freedom of ghoice, Therefors, G-d Tho is lonz&ufforingy wants the person to
recognize the truth through conviction and freedom of choice, rather than by the orack
of the whip, As a result many yesrs might pess, sometimes, over generatioms, wmtil
retribution catches up with the offender or his offspring, since childrem are & sontin-
uation of the parentse

I do not want to emlarge further on this question, especially as you are already ina
smomewhat depressed state of mind, But I hope that the above few lines will suffice to
make you reflect and consider the above and draw the right omolusions, mamely, that
the happiness of the Jew and the meubers of his family, and the happiness of any
oreature, lies in following the Way set down the Creator, since He alone knows the
oomplete agoount of everybhing that is involved, and {herefore the Way of Life He sets
before us 4s the true and happy one in the fullest sense.

With prayerful wishes that you may bave good mews %0 reporte
With Blessing, (sl

12
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Never Settle .. on the Important Things

By the Grace of G-d
19th of Iyar, 5715
Brooklyn, N,Y.

Blessing and Greetings

I received your letter of April 17th, in which you describe your
history, dwelling on your limp and wondering whether it night
affect your chances of a suitable Shidduch.

Needless to say, you are quite right in disregarding the 111 advice
of "take what you can get," It is contrary even to good reason,
and certainly from the point of view of our Torah, Toras Chayyim,
ouwr way of life. The Jewish view of a Shidduch, as expressed in
the Sheva-Brochos, is that it 1s an everlasting edifice; a Jewish
home 1s a Divine sanctuary. The essential thing of a Shidduch 1is
the setting up of a home, where both parties of the marriage can
live a life of Torah and Mitzvoth, which alone ensures lasting
happiness. It 1s based on belief and faith in G-d, the Creator

of the world, not only 5715 years ago, but constantly gives it
exlstence and supervises it in every detail and takes care of each
and every individual. This is the basic principle of our creed.

From the above, the answer to your questions can be clearly deduced,
While looking around to select the suitable Shidduch, the first and
foremost attention should be given to the inner qualities of the
young man, that is to say, those which are essential to the setting
up of a true Jewish home; hence external qualities and appearances
are absolutely unimportant., Through such an approach, and since
marriage 1s one of the fundamental commandments of the Creator,
incumbent upon every Jewish boy and girl,which makes it certain that
the possibility for it is also Divinely provided, as otherwise

such a commandment would have been unjust and iliogical - I am
certain that your 1limp will not be a handicap for a truly suitable
Shidduch,

To sum up, limp or no limp, the proper way,to go about a Shidduch
is to find a young man whose inner core iéﬁit should be, while
external aspects are secondary and unimportant, and one is well
advised to forego many external things for one inner essential
quality. Your conviction of this and your faith in G-d will surely
hasten the realization of it.

With blessing,
By
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Is He the One?

By the Grace of G-d
12th of Teveth,5715
\Brooklyn, N.Y.

Blessing and Greeting:

I received your letter of Y4th of Teveth, eiml inasmuch as
you write that you are in a state of anxiety and desperation,
I am replying to you out of turn , giving it priority.

Your problem, as you deseribe 1%, 1s: you have met a boy
nearly a year ago, and you have become attracted‘ito each other,
but you have doub{:s in your mind whether he is sufficlently a
talmid-chochom to consider him a suitable match for a Shidduchj
and although you have been instrumental in his beginning to
apply himself to study, you are not sure whether his interest
in learning would be lasting.

You do not mention yowr respective ages, nor whether you
are thinking in terms of an early marrlage or later on. I
assume, however, that there is no great hurry.

While the importance of marrylng a talmid-chochom should
not be minimized, it 1s even more important to consider the
state of Yiras-chomalm and the extent of the desire to learn,
since we have the assurance of our Sages - yogaato umotaoso,
Therefore, my suggestlon 1s to see how earnestly he means in
applying l!ximself to study and in the meantime to walt with a
decision in the matter. If it would turmn out that he is doing
it earnestly, with diligence and devotion, you can then declde
in favor of lt, and may it be in a happy and auspiclous hour,

As for your question, if you should keep on meeting in the
interim, my answer is that since such meetings would put both
of you under obligation, it would be wiser for some time to
discontinue meeting altogether, or at least infrequently. This
woul;il further help to clarify ﬁow serious he is about his learning
Torah,

In view of the fact that you acted as counsellor in the
summer, I trust you continue your good work in the winter to
use your good influence for yiddishkeit and Yiras-shomaim,such
work being the channel to receive G-d's blessings persomily

With blessing,

4
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The Caged Bird

By the Grace of G-d
8th of Tammuz, 5722
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Sholom uBrocho:

I am in receipt of your letter of July 3, in which you write
about your problem with your two parakeets, for which you want to
find a better home,

I am almost certain that there are several zoos in New York
City with Bird Houses, where the birds live in fairly good con-
ditions, ‘Among these you will probably find one that satisfies
you most, and thus your problem would be solved.

As for the question of Halacha in this respect, it does not
come within the sphere of my duties to give decisions on such
matters, which any orthodox Rov you will approach will answer
youri Shaala.

)]

Since everything is by Divine Providence, it is my duty to
call 'your attention to the need of learning a lesson from your
experience with the parakeets. You see, the soul which lives in
a body and is the essence of the human being is likened to a
bird in a cage. The soul wants to be free to live its own life
and ;soar to heaven, but it is hampered by t he physical and material
body. The soul is a spiritual thing and desires to engage in
spiritual things only, in prayer, learning Torah, doing Mitzvoth,
for /only then it is happy and free. The Old Rebbe, in his holy
sefer Tanya, explains chs at length, emphasizing that the soul
of a-Jew is truly a part of G-dliness., This is also the meaning
of /the morning prayer, "My G-d, the soul which You gave me is
purg," etc, It is necessary to remember this always and to try
to /give the utmost freedom to one's soul through Torah and Mitzvoth,
It/is also necessary to help others - the near and dear ones in
the family, as well as friends and even strangers - to give their
souls a greater measure of freedom, . This is accomplished by
showing a good example to others and in other ways of influence.
Yhere there is a strong will and determination, success is assured,

With blessing,
By

15
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Chabad Outreach Methodology

Charles Raddock was born in New York City
in 1912. His parents were immigrants from
Eastern Europe who moved to the new world
at the turn of the century. Charles studied
in various orthodox Yeshivot and received
rabbinic ordination. He subsequently became
an author and journalist, writing for various
Jewish papers. He was the author of “Portrait
of a People”, a three volume work on Jewish
history.

In 1953 Mr Raddock embarked on a two month

trip to Europe. Upon his return he wrote the

Rebbe about his experience with the Chabad

community in Paris. The Rebbe encouraged

him to write an article about the Chabad

activities in Europe in order to inspire others to
engage in similar work.

16
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By the Grace of G-d
10th of Marcheshvan
5714

Brooklyn, N.Y,

Mr, Charles Raddock
3 W, 17th Street
New York, N,Y.

Dear Mr, Raddock:

I was pleased to receive yowr letter from Paris,
in which you describe your pleasant experience at the
Lubavitcher synagogue on Simchas Torah, and how deeply
you were impressed with the spirit of éevotion and zeal
displayed by our group in carrying the message of the
Torah and Mitzvoth to the four corners of the earth,

I trust your experiences and impressions will
pronpt you to write an article about the kind of work
'Lubavitch' carries on everywhere, -Eloquent of the
‘mission' among our own which the Ljybavitcher psople
consider thelr every day duty is the work carried on
by them through visiting Jewish homes in Paris and en-
virons to teach Jewish children. 8o estranged are they
from Yiddishkelt, that the language problem is dealt
with, at first, through the 'sign language' ar through
the aid of a grandfather or grandmother who still re-
menber some Yiddish, Ipn time, however, not only do the
children make rapid strides in Jewish o ducation, but
them the influence is diffused in the home, and the
parents, too, are won over for traditiomal Judaism,
There are many similar instances in which the spirit of
selfless pioneer work 1is effectively displayed. An
article by you on this theme would undoubtedly be quite
inspiring, and would serve the public interests.{—-

s e S N

/?;; With kindest personal regards and bestm;i:lshes,
v ‘Q‘

Cordially yours,

9 ¥ /

187

for others might try to emulate this kind of piomeer work.
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In his response to the Rebbe Mr Raddock indicated that he was hesitant to write such
an article. The Rebbe allayed his concerns and strongly encouraged him to write the
article so as to “give currency to the methods which Lubavitch employs in bringing the

(<8

message of Torah and Tradition to the masses™.

By the Grace of G-d
26th of Marcheshvan
5714, Brooklyn,N.Y,

Mr, Charles Raddock
Raddock & Bros., Ltd.

1150 Avenue of %he Americas
Mew York 36, N.Y.

My dear Mr, Raddock:

Thank you for your letter of October 29th, You refer to
the 'suspicion' that might be attached to an author
writing on Lubavitch, To this I would say, in the first
place, that where a matter concerns the public good, one
canno% regard seriously any such possibility of suszicion.
In your case, of course, such a possibility 1s remots,

for your record of impartiality is beyond question.

The important thing, however, which I intended in my last
letter to you is not so much my concern for the recognition
of Lubavitch in this field, as to give currency to the
methods which Lubevitch employes in bringing the message

of Torah and Tradition to the masses of our people, which
while necessary at all times are essential in our days
especially. :

The essential features of the attitude and policy of Luba-
vitch are (a) not to contend ourselves with defensive
tactics, i.e, not to waituntil any position of Yiddishkeit
is attacked and then rally to its gefense. This has been
the erronsous attitude of Amerlcan'Jewry, as well as of
Jewries in caertain European countrics. The proper attitude
is to employ offensive and preventive methods through the
widest possible propaganda and dissomination of those high
ideals for which Orthodoxy stands.

(b) As a logical consequence of (a), it follows that we cannot
content ourselves with activity within our own or immediate
circle, but that the propaganda and dissemination of true
orthodoxy must be to all strata of Jewry. Moreover, it is a
well known empirical fact that when it comes to utlers of
Torah and Mitzvoth, every Jew, no matter how estrangedj is

ew

/__found responsive. The difference is only in that one

may more redily respondfd to this particular Mitzvah or idea
vhile another one to that, and this is a matter of experience
and approach, But where %he approach is right, no Jew is ab-
solutely unresponsive, for no Jew is absolutely stripped of
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any vestige of Jewishness, As in the case of physical life

as long as there 1s life in one organg, the life and vitalil
can be extended eventually to the whole body, so also in the
spiritual life of the Jew. The life of the Neshamah (soul)
functions through the 248'positive precepts' and 365 'negative
precepts! (do's and don't's), corresponding to the number of
organs and blood vessels, respectively, of the body. As long
as one of these 613 Mitzvoth is still alive in the Jew (and

as nentioned before, there is not a Jew devoid of all of them),
it 1s possible through this 'organ! or *blood vessel! of the
soul to revitalize the entire spiritual being of the Jew.
Besides, even when a Jew does not respond 100% to the 'treat-
ment,! and the success is only partial, even then every effort
is justified. Expressive of this attifude is the doctrime
formulated by the Baal-Shem-Tov (oft repeated by my father-
in-law of saintly memory): ‘A Neshamah comes down on this
earth, lives 70-30 years, even for the sole purpose of doing
a single favor to a Jew, physically or spiritually.’

In connection with the above you may find of interest
the enclosed article by Dr. Kranzler, published in the 'Jewish
Life,' which is based on an interview with me,

In conclusion I may recall the words of my father-in-law
of sainted memory, which he expressed soon after his arrival
in this country. He said that although, gesnerally speaking,
there are individuals or organizations jealous of the success
of others, he would welcome competitors in the field, who would
successfuily emulate the activities of Lubaviteh., However,
., 1n order to induce such emulation on the widest possible scale
o -7y 4t 13 necessary that there should be general awareness of the
(;é£7/h*§ﬁccess of the' Lubavitcher methods. This explains my suggestion
to you about writing on what you have seen personally of the
work of Lubavitch, especially in a country like France which iass
so removed from the spirit of Chassidism, where without fanfare
hd publicity so much has already been achieved Aseiffo the

a
] F profound conviction of the vital necessity of such work and
A the true selflessness which underlies it.
With kindest regards and best wishes,

Cordially yours

19
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The article appeared in the December 1953 issue of The Jewish Forum,
and was reviewed by the Rebbe prior to its publication.

A Global Misslod by Hobad-Labavitch

Bridging the Gap

between East and Wesf

20

By CHARLES RADDOCK

Upper right: Sheear Iolmon of Loddi, 18k cenfury
feunder of "Habad,” the most dynamic Hassidic move-
ment in contemporary Jewry. Upper lofk: Rabbi Jo-
saph [sage, [%s labe werld leeder. Boliom: the present
“Lobovitcher Rabbi," Menochem M. Schiaprson, Fneal
sucewssor bo both. (S5ee Story om Page 1741
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A Glabal Mission by Hobod-Lubaviteh

Back from a toro-month survey of Europe, noted
editor and political columnist reports on one of his
intereating experiences in Traditional Jewish circles
abroad.

This article &v pubdished fn bomor of P Libera-
tion  Amuiveriary, ewnsally celebrated by World
Habad a week before Hannkab. 155 years ago, Har-
silic ploweer Shoewr Zaluran of Laddf, founder of
Habod, was released by the Rusien Czar, following
imprisonurent of the hrskigetion of extremist ofpo-
meitts of Hattidism, The 1985 of Kislew, day of Lib-
cration, iy alse beows Lo Haolad a5 the Rooah Hasha-
mabr af Haisidi, —Editor.

L) +-

LMOST onprecedented in Jewish history s as
undertaking by = strange geoup of humble,
dedicated soubs—whom I discoversd abroad—a quict
and unasuming feflowship of Jewish misstionaries,
unohtrusively engaged in a unigue global social prog-
et with headquarcecs
in Paris, This proj-
oot extends across the
fength and bresdth of
France, Spain, Norch
Adrica, and Aostralia,
It i unprecedent-
ed except, pechaps,
for vhese pioneer mis-
sions which wsed to
be carried on “extra-
curricularly™ by e
disciples of Israe] Baal
Shem Tow about two centuriss ago and, in particalar,
by the courageons Shoenr Zalman of Laddi, founder
of the Habad-Lubavitch movement,

In those daye, Joewish history tell: pg, the inde-
farigabls apostle of Laddi interrupted his scholarly
preaceupations, suddenly forssking his ivery tower
to trek zeross the Russkan steppes and befriend bun-
dreds of hapless refugess fleeing from a rwthless Po-
land. He clothed and shelversd ghem, educated theic
young and kindled the bright flame of Hasidism in
their troubled hearts, This scene, 23 1 witnésed it
abroad, 4 now being re-enscted in Paris, Madrid,
Barcelona, Casablones, nnd Melbourse by the Lad-
dian Rabbi's followers—soven generations later. So
phenomenal is theiz performance that, an my return
to America, I wos shocked st finding no mention of
it im the Jewith press]

Cherles Baddock

Bridging the Gap

Almost unbeknown o the American-Jewish pub-
lic, these voluntary missiomarics hawe been carcying
on their sacied, social work since 1946, as T was latec
to discover. When I surveyed their tiny, unprepos-
sesping “office” in Paris and later climbed their poor,
dime-lir slum guarters in the Jewish quareer theee,
heard their calm recital of future grographical com
tniteent, my smagination was staggered. They do o
nvech on so litele, Imaging, I thought, whae these ded-
iented “social workers™ could accomplish if chey had
the faney paraphernaliz placed av the disposal of

- AmEricin agences.

Humanitarian activity of this nature is not novel
in Jewish life, espeeially since the beginning of the
Europtan catsstrophe which overwhelmed our pen-
ple. Except thar what makes their smignment o
uniqu: is the educational purpose behind cheir social
RSSO,

As you know, Jows never sanctioned pnx:lrurms
among the Gentiles. IF lnrliuug,, Illr:'.i.]l‘l ar-
aped mon-Jewkh candidstes for the Covensnt of
Abraharn. Uinlike the Christizsns or the medizeal
Mohammerdans, for example, we never  forced
our religivus views upon masses, and surely never
attempted, even ab times when we had the author-
ity or freedom of movement to do so, o initiatc
unbelievers inte Judsism by voluntary or paid “p-
sions.” But, of course, chiz prohibition never applicd
to missonary tactics amang our own people durdng
perinds of delinquency through the eruel centuries.
In fact, we sloays regarded it as an individoal and
collective responsibilioy 1o help bring back the ec-
rang, Thers is no baw in oor Faich which Fachids mis-
sions amang o ownl

ET oo one would reasonably deny that, if ever

there was o petiod inoour Iﬂu:m'r which called for
world-wide missionary zeal, it is now. Our people
have sernyed from the path ss never befors, for Joda-
izm has become the inarticulate victim of misinter-
pretation, distorvion and commercialism. Moreover,
promulgation of bose fide Judaiim among the con-
fused, the misguided and the innoceat, is dubious,
if not entinely extinet. And such teaching as we have
attempied feoon time to cime has somehow been in-
effectual, We seem to have bred o generation of lay-
men (in Amecica) which regards a novel by Sho-
lom Aleichem, Pecetz or Mendele Mocher Seforim
as the yme gua non of Judsiam, or 3 "Bible Tales™
primer composed by a goy as the quintestence of

The JEWISH FORUM
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between East and West

“Jewish Culture” Or pseudo-christalogical babder-
dash by Martin Buber as “Jewish philosophy.” These
were my reffections when [ observed those aleet, un-
paid, voluntary missionaries in action from Europe
to French Moroeco ...

s T

Typeal of |rﬂ'ﬂ"lﬂf|ll h;'ﬂ -in the Srphudic commusiies, iw
chraa froe bope® wmal gich® clawmors in Freach Menh Africs. The
yrhgitend arr fed and chodied dnd given che bemofisy of 3 meodemn
Jewish aducwtine—pler medical wiremsion,  (Hsbad has alvesdy o-
tablisbel arysceen sach sschf oo in thar cuspme of Jewnl
civilizatian,]

Their spirit of spontancovs dedication is infec-
tious. Their achievements unmistakably are on a gla-
h!iﬂaiﬂ. and ﬂ'l:FI-’ Wenfire range From a Eurupnn
program to 3 Morth African project; from a Rab-
kinical Academy in Brunew, France, to an agricul-
tural scheol s Catalonia; from o voeational trains
ing centar for the children of Jewish carpet-weavers
in Marrakech to an tlementary Hebrew school for
girls an the Left Bank of Paris. Even more remark-
sble are the accomplishments of these Habad-Luha-
vitch partisans among the young Jewish intelligent-
sig ar the Sarbonne, st the University of Madrid, the
University of Barcebons, 2t Kairowven University in
Pez, and other plages,

©
(S

By CHARLES RADDOCH

Under the leadesship of Rabbi Denjsmin A, Go-
mdetsky, Flabad director of vhis Buropean and Afri-
eat progeam, Judsisen bas won a new lease on life
in those hitherto neglected corners of the world. If
there is any sign of creative Jodaism ot the presnt
time in France, for cxample, it may be ascribed wo
the wnpublicized sctivity conducted by the red-
bearded Rabbi Gorodetsky under the puidance of
Rabbi Menachern M, Schaeerson, the “Lubavitcher
Rabbi™® As Dr Nissan Mindel (cditor of Enghish
publications for Lubaviech) imformed rae, this
world-wide program was launched st the end of
World War 11 by the late minted Rabbi Joseph Isaac
Schaeerson, the predecessor of the peesent spiritual
leader of the world Habad movement, who already
in hix lifetime had become a legend.

When I inquired of them as to "budger,” Rabhi
Gorodetsky and Dr. Mindel informed me thar the
spiciiwal and  humanitarian work of Habed social
workers would have been well nigh impossible with-
out the aid given Lubavitch by the American Joint
Distribution Committee, This was corroborared for
et by friends at AJDC Europesn Headquarters in
Paria. AJDC grants-in-aid range from direct shelter
for the indigsne to cash cudlays which, while not
covering the eatire Habad budger, it would seem,
none the less enable the voluntary misionaries
carry on their social work, So much for che practical
facts. How abwut wretbod and philosopbyp .

NATURALI.‘:', L war curious to know josi how
Gorodetsky (and his trainees) go sbout estab-
lishing a “beachhead" in a hithecto unpenctrated ares,
particulacly among Sephardic Jews, who slways Jook-
ed upon Ashkenaeic lsraclites with misgivings. Very
simple, he informed me with characteriatic Habad
humiliry: he chechs into 2 towin-—sars advance pub-
licity, of course—registers at a second- or third-class
hotsl (his “budgee” does not provide for o first-grade
hotell), his baggage being ou roate. Said “baggage™
cont#ing A gemerows load of medications, prayer-
baoks, psateers, phylacteries, arbu-dkanfoses, aud other
mcred and therapewtic accoutrements. These he hands
vt free o the destitute,

From there on beging o preliminary series of “ex-
ploratocy™ visits to Jewish homes, of course with the
cooperation of the local rabli or regional official of
the Alliance Teraclite, the Prench couwnterpart of Joint.
Though somewhat skeptical ar first, Alliance soon
discovers that this “missionacy” doss not represent



PIVD M DKM D PRI INHLY 9N

a “policical” group, and geadually warms up o the
brave, wing Hasmd, A feder i then establish-
ed, a free koaher kitchen and o make-shift elinic.
Eventually, the parents, humble Jewish artians in
the main, leaen o ploe their trost in the strange
wisitor from Habsd-Lubsvitch-—vwho ssks nothing of
ahem eickpe o take from him what Kutde bie has wo
wifer in "worldly™ goods. Thie happens slodgst every-
wrhete, from the Bay of Beay to Nacth Adirica. And
thiz is the way it happened in Spaia two years ago,
when Generalissime Franco fivke decided to sanction
public Jewish worship. (Though others, by the way,
have tince chimed the “eredic™ for Spain, for exam-
ple, T have good resson to know that it was Habad=
Lubavitch — via — which *

Spain 1o Traditional Jedaism after all thess centuries,
I saw evidence of it mysell two years ago when I
stopped off st Barcelona, on my way to Tsracl)

If such spiritusl smfeeic sound romantic o you,
try to imagine yoorself five tlowand miles from
home—in Madeid or Algicrs—trodging the son-
baked “streets™ on s sub-tropical July noon, as Mos-
lem wool-spinners glare 2t you from one side of the
stret wondering whether you're a “Zionist," and
Sephardic Jewish hide-tanners view you with susp-
cion from the other. Please note that Gorodetsky has
been :unung back for muce tl:II'I'Ifl-I].'l'liI'llln:|1.'" year after
yoar, since 1946, when the late Lubawitcher 'ﬂ.:ibhl
of sainred memory, designated bim "advance man™
for this grest mission of spiriteal rebarth in those
remote oulposts of Jewish civiliration. (I might sdd
hers that Rabhi Gorodetsky, bke the proverbial
“traveling man,” sees his family but once a year—
iz wife and children live in New York, in modest
circumstano. |

1 could go on reciting some of the dramatic *mis-
sionary™ incidents which he desoribed to e, Per-
haps st somz future dace. Self-elfacingly, though, this
raving ploheer pays tiibute to his leader, the present
Lubavitcher Rabbi, who of course blueprints all fu-
ture sctivity and woeks oue the #inerary and stra-
tegy for all the projects in the Buropean and Seph-
ardic terrivories,

HE Lubavitcher Rabbi naturally desecves a spe-
cial article. Only, right now, 1 merely quote
what His Eminence told me sbout the philosophy
behind the social program of Hebad, He is a re-
markahl: man, and lmn.'.t.'lrlglf artbeulate im EVECY
modern sense of the teoms, A Sorbonne alumous, quite
a linguist, with a profound knewledge of the physic-
al sciences and sweular philosophy, here iz what he
capd —in Emglishl— and Vm quoting werbatim:
“The croentmal features of the attitnde and policy

)

of Lubavicch,” His Fminence told me, Mace Dot 0O
content oueschves with defernive tacties, That is to
sy, not to wat until o position of Yiddilbbeit is at-
tacked in order to rally to its defense. This has been
the sriparons artioade of American Orthodox Jewry,
abso of Jewries in certain Europesn countries,” le
mid. "But the proper actitude i o employ ofrasive
and preventative methods through the widest pos-
sible disserabnation of and propagands for thise high
ideals for which elassicst stands,” he em-
phasized, “As a logical corollary of this sttitude,™ he
continued, “it follows thet we canog remain con-
tent with pctivity confined to our own, immediate
cirele. Prapaganda for vue Orchodoxy muee be di

. pected ac all strata of Jewry.

“Moceover,” the Rabbi went om, it is 2 well-
known empirical foct thar whese mateers of Toral
and Mitzwoll are conceroed, every Jew, w0 malter
how estranged, i generally found responsive, To be
gure, pne Jew may more readily respond to this par-
ticular Mitzovh oc idea, while another one o that
Ir's all a matter of experienee and approach. Mat
wihere Mhe appronch is right, ue Jewr is wbolly nn-
responsive! For no Jow @ absolutely seripped of every
vestige af Jewishness.”

After developing his theory along ideslogical lines
of the Habad philosaphy, the Rabbi concluded in a
lighter vain:

“Even when a Jew does not complecely respond
to the “treatment,’ and the supeess may only he par-
tial, every cffort is quite pestified. The doctrine was
formulzeed by the Baal Shem Tov (oft repeated by
iy father-in-law, of minted memory): "A Nethe-
mah comes down to earth, lives' for 70 or 80 years
——sometimes bt for the sole purpose of doing one
single good tern to a Jew, on a phydeal or spiritasl
lewel" ™. ..

To som up, |||'J:||nl|.|5]:|. Halbvad is pﬁmfﬂr a Has-
sidic moverment, its social program stresses Juduinm
in the round, Lubavitch i not out to “prossiytize™
specifically for Hamidizm, I erophasic is on basic
Jushsizm for everyone, particolarly for the wninitist-
&d who have been deprived of it in itz most ebemen-
] forme Mo one can question the wisdom of such
an appeosch, and ooe meed not be a Flasid o ap-
prove of it -Lul:lrurm:ll;r. Thi is why Lubawitch
has captured the hearts of the unlettered sa well
of the intelligentsis—from, Paris o Moracco. Te has
not confined its historic mismion to the Hanidic &ite,
50 to say, Whereas other Hassidic “dynasties” hiber-
pate in an aictight, insulated environment, as it were
et Rabki af Salfarsr, f:.lr r.:umﬂri—-Hl.lnd_ NEVED
discriminates against newcomers who have been
“gainted”™ by modern thought and mores. Mo Jew

Tl JEWISH PORUM
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ir an alien to Habad, no marter how far he may
have steayed. Fven Sephardic Jews in Mehnes and
Barcelona and Zaviar-Sidi-Rahal, e, though they
seill regard Ashkenaric Jews as sespeer, now find
themszlves e roppor? widh Lebaiich, This accounts,
ion, for the success of its “missionarics,” whenever
they venture into virgin territory charred by His
Eminence, the Lubaviccher Rabbd,
There is no doubt about ic: Ilahad i breeding a
new grnceation of dymamic, well-informed, Tarah-
inspired Jews, male and female. They will bridge the

Kislev
Teveth

gap beiween-Bast and West and, perhaps as nover be-
fore, spiritually unify the seattered remnants of Is-
evel.

S0, when you find yourself shooad, somewhere
arcund the Yéres River oo the cutshirts of Paris, or
on the fringes of the Sahara, or in melancholy Cata-
lomia, and observe a beardsd Jew hurrying oo some
mysterious errand-—you mey be sare that he is an
emisary from Lubavitch, bringing ssocor o the
step-children of Tsrael. ..

— 5714

Reprinted from the
December 1955 e of
The Jewkh Forom
805 Broadway, Mew York ¥, N. Y.

(With the compliments of the Secretariat of the Lihavitcher Rahbi's office
770 Eapern Parkiway, Tiocklyn 15, M. Y.)
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