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By the Grace of G-d
: ,ﬁ)} Beg. of Marcheshvan,
 Ha Y 5734. Brooklyn, N.Y.

of
re -

Greeting and Blessing:

Coming from the month of Tishrei, the seventh{ *y>aw) and "plentiful"1
month( %232 Y:w'm),both materially (overflowing wine - and oil-presses) and
spiritually (many festivals and Mitzvoth), hence the source of these benefits
for all themonthsof the yearz, materially and spiritually,

We are reminded of the custom in some communities to proclaim at the
outgoing moments® of Simchath Torah (the culmination and final key-note of all
the festivals4 of Tishrei): "And Yaakoy went his way, " meaning, his prescribed
way and G-dly service, his way of 1‘11‘.6’39-‘3@? throughout the year.

P This is the way whichigur _Seges:deﬁne‘*ﬁ’térfﬁé of: "I was created to serve
my Master, "> or, touse another ofter;,q‘uoted expresiion, "To make an abode for Him,
blessed be He, on earth below. i

This abode-making is accomplished through the fulfilment of G-d's Will,
namely, the study of Torah and the practice of its Mitzvoth, including the imperative,
"A1l your actions should be for the sake of heaven, " and "Know Him in all your
ways. "

And it is the month of Tishrei, which ushers in the new year, particularly
the festivals of this month, thatprovidesthe resources - spiritual powers and
material means - to accomplish the above.

* * *

Tnasmuch as all matters of the Torah are ne aningful in all their details, how
much more so such a comprehensive matter relating to Tishrei, it is significart
that all the festivals of the month of Tishrei are "sealed" with Zman Simchoseinu,
the Season of Our Rejoicing and Simchath Torah. This reemphasizes pointedly the
explicit commandment, "Serve G-d with joy, "I - with true jor}‘oderived from G-d's
Torah and G-d's precepts that "rejoice the heart. "1

-
\

PN 4
(2”MY 10°57° BX3)

©




W TEWNT '3 1IN ) @,@y

What has been said above regarding the meaningfulness of all details in

Torah, applies, of course, also to the time element. For although each year the
month of Tishrei sets the tone and provides the benefits for the entire year, each
new year also introduces additional new elements pertaining to it, and each year
brings its own distinctive teaching. Thus, the special teaching of the current year
is related @ its distinctive feature which sets it apart from the six years preceding
it and the six years following, in that it is the vear of Hakhel: "Gather together all

~ the people, the men, women and children, "2

To be sure, this Mitzvah - in its plain and actual form - is confined to the
Holy Land, "the'® land w'{l'ch. .always /including the time of Golus/ G-d's eyes are
on it, from the beginning™* of the year to the end of the year, " and to the time of the
Beth Hamikdosh. However, the spiritual aspects and contents  of all Mitzvoth are
eternal, ™ being part of our eternal Torah. --

The general character of the Mitzvah of Hakhel calls for the implemne ntation
of its contents and purpose not on an individual basis, but in the manner of Hakhel,
i.e. congregationally and collectively, with multitudes of rarticipants, and with
Special emphasis on congregating the young, including boys and girls of tender age, 16and
for the purpose specified in the Torah: "That they should heed to do all the words of this
Torah. " 17 Specifically: s :

"That they should heed ™ (1v31) - also in the sense of eager anticipation and
longing, ;

}( "T'o do" - in actual practice, not being contentm/ With. merely a "good heart",
"'good intention, " or "good resolution, " but in actual deed,

"All the words of the Torah" - a person should not think that since his me rits
outweigh his demerits, and by a substantial margin, he has already done his duty, for
one is required to fulfil ;3,111 the words of

"This Torah" - as if "pointing a finger" demonstratively and emphatically
that this is the Torah exactly as it was given to Mosheh at Sinai, the Written Torah
together with its interpretation, the Oral Torah , iree from ary, G-d forbid, dis-
tortion, misinterpretation, compromise, etc.

* * *
The significance of the said Hakhel concept has been accentuated by the ewents

that began on the Holy Day (Yom Kippur) in this Hakhel-Year, directed against our men,
women and children as a Kehila Kadisha (Holy Congregation).

But the togetherness of our peo ple in the spirit of Hakhel will stand our people a
in good stead, as it did in the past, in fulfilment of the prophetic promise: "The L-rd
of Hosts shall shield them" - His people, the "unique and united people on-‘qarth"zz;

/
!

X19




%9 INTING VPR TNIT DY I D PN DA TN

J

3
"He redeemed them, clevated them, and exaltea them g1l the days of the world."

And as Jews gather together to increasingly implement the Hakhel objective:

That they should heed to do a1l the words of this Torah, —spreading the light of Torah
and Mitzvoth in an ever growing ne asure,

4

[ They dispel the darkness of the Golus, and thereby (through Torah and Mﬁtzvoth

in the daily life) bring closer the coming of our Righteous Moshiach and our true and
TN complete Geulo, i o

/

1Y, %
INUY!
7

wand all the earth will be filled with) (G-d's) glory. "*3

With esteem and blessing for good tidings
in all above

/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/

This is an appropiate time to call attention agam24 to the appeal for Torah
and Tzedoko in everyday practice, in light of the prophet's words: "Zion shall be
redeemed through Mishpot (Torah) and its returness through Tzedoko. "

And in regard to Torah study - it should include, in addition to the regular
Shiurim, the three daily Shiurim of Chumash, Tehillim and Tanya ( n"nn )
which our Saintly Rebbes of Chabad, Tinked with an allusion to the verse "And
the dread ( nnn ) of G-d was upon the cities that were round aqu%t them, " re-

ferring to the journey of Yaakov and his children towards Beth-e1° ("House of
G-a"). : F RO

.a"pn ,7wUyn 701 a"1p) nawa 937 YYD ©IN Kam 2R (2 sh;otas alip (1

cy) x"own 0°7DRDA 1802 p"gnxk nn°w .1"I9n n'npw nncw o"a axa (3 « (Aasa
.(¥"oan x"ynwn>2a a"to #K7) nIdIpY B'IAI?A 497 ninaxa 9oT Awprp 127 (4 .(mn
n"pixa) "oy YUan orapRad ‘0 170V (7 .x,39 1201777 (6 .xx>1 p"op ®™MIN (5
p"apan by pYInT) pUanvad Ni1’dOwWA . AKITAI 7"apan nyT 8"y MINC2 (9 %1 1"awy KX
.(1"vo (a"von ,n"ap) p"an? n"igY pIDDINA) A" nain 8"y Apica 13 si(fra

(a2 ,p) vo¥an (9 .2"o 1"1po nMign t"aTx yMiw 2"a AR .R"%70 n"ix y"iwao (8
axn now Y"veaxn (10 .a%i1% “Ya {10 o"aon .(n217xy oW n"nixay) *anx ™I ANy
“sbx ®19%a%1 7100 hITIOMY (2 ,o nmiT2n x"in) ptaiay noT 9271 MxDnd n*rwya
av7a7 (12 o(x,% noayn) a7Inx (o2) »xp7 (v,v*) B29an (11 .(x"poo A31DRN ayw)
psa1wn Yya) ®9wnn nIRIR 3°h2 (q"vx) n7on :nwan (14 .3%,x°> D737 (13 27,57
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THE REBBE’S LETTERS TO CALIFORNIAN POLITICIANS

15 Shevat 5735

In honor of Yud Shevat 5735, marking the 25th anniversary of the Rebbe's
leadership, political figures and leaders across the United States, including
the President and Congress, conveyed letters to the Rebbe and issued
resolutions and proclamations honoring the Rebbe and the Lubavitch
movement. Many of these officials or their representatives attended the
Rebbe's Yud Shevat Farbrengen, where, in between Sichos, they had the

privilege of personally presenting their gifts and proclamations to the Rebbe.

A significant delegation from the State of California journeyed to New York
to participate in the Farbrengen. Following Yud Shevat the Rebbe wrote
several letters to the represented Californian politicians, acknowledging
their well-wishes, proclamations, and gifts. Six of these letters are presented

below, published here for the first time.

Before each letter, you will find a description and transcript of each

politician’s representative passing by the Rebbe.!

1. Several parts of the exchanges are inaudible in the available recording of the Farbrengen. The transcript

was written to the best of our ability. A video of the farbrengen is available on JEM.
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CALIFORNIAN STATE ASSEMBLY

During the Nigun “Yifrach Beyamav“ Rabbi Shlomo Cunin approached the
Rebbe at the head of the Californian delegation. After Rabbi Cunin presented
the Rebbe with a key to the newly built Bais Menachem in L.A., Mr. Marvin
Goldsmith, a supporter of Chabad of California and close friend of Rabbi
Cunin, presented the Rebbe with a congressional resolution from the

governor and State Assembly.

-— G-

N )

The Rebbe examined the resolution and went on to inquire about the well-

being of Mr. Goldsmith’s daughter.

The following letter was written to assemblymen Herschel Rosenthal? and

Howard Berman3 thanking them for sponsoring the Resolution.

2. Herschel Rosenthal was a member of the California State Assembly from 1974 to 1982 and the
California State Senate from 1982 to 1998.
3. Howard Berman was a member of the California State Assembly from 1974 to 1982, and was majority

leader from 1974-1980. In 1983 Berman was elected to the congress, where he continued to support

Jewish and Lubavitch interests.
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> LETTER 1<

the Grace of Ged
15th of Shevat, 5735
Brooklyn, N. Y,

Hon, Herschel Rosenthal
Hon, Howazd L, n
California State Assembly
Saeramento, Calif,

Greeting and Blessing:

conoratulatony Fesolution in the Assembly on the’ seceston of

our 25th Anniversary.

This gesture and the kind sentiments that went with it,
are all the more meani 11 in view of the fact that our move-
ment has found such fertile soil in the Golden State where a
number of Chabad centers, under the directorship of Rabbi
Shlome Cunin, are nmn&nq dedicated service, pmmna:g'
in the area of education and youth activity, so vital in
present day and age.

In accordance with the Divine Promise tg our Patriarch
Abr *I will bless them that bless s may you and all
your colleagues in the Assembly enjoy Ged's blessings in a
generous measure, materially and spiritually.

Please my sincere and pra 3l wishee to all the
distlnquhhad‘mrs of the Califo State Assembly,

With blessing and prayerful wishes,

Cordially yours,

©
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THE CITY OF L.A.

Following Mr. Goldsmith, Rabbi Shmuel Dovid Reichik approached the Rebbe
and presented the Rebbe with two proclamations “in the name of the city of

LAY

The Rebbe studied each proclamation for several moments as Rabbi Reichik

handed them to him. The Rebbe then wished Rabbi Raichik “ ngrbxm o»n® o»n®

”

127...

-

The first letter published below was written to John S. Gibson, President of

the L.A. City council. In the letter, the Rebbe thanks him for the congressional

resolution passed by the council.

The second letter was written to James Hayes, the Chairman of the Board of
Supervisors of L.A. County. In the letter, the Rebbe thanks him for a
congressional resolution as well as a proclamation of “Chabad-Lubavitch

Week” sponsored by the board.
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> LETTER 2 <

By the Grace of Ced
15th of Shevat, 5735
Jan. 27, 1975
Brooklyn, N, Y,

Hon, John 3, Gibson
President of the Gouncil
City of L. A., Calif,

Greeting and Blessing:
it was very kind and thoughtful of the Council to pass

the by Hon, Counei
Marvin ude and seconded Hon. Councilman Joel Wachs, on
the occasion of our 25th Anniversary.

Your kind tribute and warm sentiments are all the more
meaningful in view of the fact that our movement, under the
direc of Rabbi Shlome Cunin, who headed a West Coast
Delegation our celebration, has found such fertile soil
in your city.

As you know, our movement is render dedicated service
in L.A. and its environs, particularly in the area of education
and youth activity, so vital in the present day and age.

Please convey my sincere ap{ruuuon and prayerful wishes
to the sponsors and all the dist nguished members of the Council.

With blessing,

Cordially yoursy

©
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> LETTER 3 <

the Grace of Ged
1 th Of m\“ﬂt‘ 5735
Jane 27, 1975
Ml"n' N. Yl

Hon, James A, Hayes, Chairman
Board of Supervisors
cmy of LeAsy Calif.

Greeting and Blessings

1 s ciate very much the congratulatory Resolution
and the P 2 "ChabadeLubaviteh 4 which was
sponsored by the Board of Supervisors of the by of L.A.

The tribute and good wishes that went with it are all the
more meaningful in view of the fact that our movement has found
such fertile soil in L.A. Coun under the leadership of
Rabbi Shlomo Cunin, director o e West Coast Chabad-lubavitch,
where it is nnd.ri:g dedicated service, particularly in the
;raa ?é education and youth activity, so vital in the present

ay a age, ' .

Please con sincere appreciation and prayerful wishes
to all the dist%ﬁhod membars of the Board ogr&aporvhou.

With blessing,

7

Cordially yours,

®




THE MAYOR OF S. FRANCISCO

Following Rabbi Raichik, Rabbi Chaim I. Drizin introduces Mr. Jean Joseph,
the primary supporter of Chabad in S.F. Mr. Joseph presents the Rebbe with
a key of the City.

Mr. Joseph: This is from the
Mayor.

The Rebbe: Thank you very

much for your cooperation.

Mr. Joseph then hands the
Rebbe a letter. “This is from
the Mayor of S.F [Joseph
Alioto].”*

The Rebbe reads the letter

with a large smile, while Mr. Joseph is poured L’chaim.

The Rebbe: Thank you very much. He [the mayor] had trouble.> But now it

is all over.
Mr. Joseph: It’s all over.
The Rebbe: May G-d Almighty bless you to have a good city in every aspect.

The following is the letter written by the Rebbe to the Mayor thanking him

for his warm gesture.

4. Mayor Joseph L. Alioto served as Mayor of the city of S.F. from 1968-1976.
5. The Rebbe is possibly referring to a city employee strike that took place In March 1974 shutting down

municipal services.
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> LETTER 4 <

Dg Grace of Ged
th of Shevat, 5735
Jan, 27, 1975
Brooklyn, Ne Y,

Hon, Joseph L, Allote
Mazor

Gi y 0‘ S‘F.. Cllif.
Greeting and Blessings

your kind ?lititations m zshu m of

S5th Anniversary,

" p:i.u:luly appreciate the warm gnt:rei? honoxr
hrough stowal of the Key t rea which
was sented to me at theecelergt¥g:rb$ Rabbi Draizin and
Mr, Josephs, wno neacea a ceiegation iyom your City.

Your kind sentiments and good wishes are all the more
meaningful in view of the het that our movement has found
such fertile soil in .gour City and its environs, where it '
is rendering dedicated service, particularly in the area of
education and youth activity, so vital in our day and ages

In acecordance with the Divine Promise to our Patriuch
Abraha "7 will bless them that bless thee," may Ged
blessings in a generous measure, esgc

in your ﬁ‘mg to at City on the pa
terial and spiritual nIl-bog;; and prosperity.

With blessing and prayerful wishes,

Cordially yoursy

/
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THE MAYOR OF L.A.

Afterwards a supporter of Chabad in California approaches the Rebbe with a
letter “From the city of L.A., from the Mayor”. The Rebbe reads the letter with

a broad smile and nods in appreciation. He then hands the Rebbe a key.®

The Rebbe responds “Thank you very much. And zug L’chaim.” He is poured
L’chaim and wishes the
Rebbe “L’chaim”. The
Rebbe Rebbe Answers

back “L’chaim v’livracha”.

After  the  delegation
passed by, the Rebbe

asked him why his wife

was not present. “It is a
good thing. Why not bring your partner also?” He promises the Rebbe that he

will tell her. “In my name. She has an invitation.”

The following letter was written to the Mayor.

6. He tells the Rebbe that it is from the Mayor of S. Diego, however immediately after Rabbi Shlomo Cunin
approaches the Rebbe with a key to S. Diego. It appears that key he presented was that of L.A.
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> LETTER 5 <

the Grace of Ged
15th of Shevat, 5735
Jan, 27, 1975
B!‘OOklyﬂ. Ne Y.

Hon, Tom Bradley, Mayor
Office of the Mayor
City of L,A,, Calif,

Greeting and Blessings

, s to gonvey to you my heartfelt appreclation of
your &‘g M!HWM
ou

r 25th Anniversary.

1 particularly apgreciato the warm gesture and honor
through the bestowal of the Key to Iour great City, which

was presented to me at the celebration by Rabbi S, D. Raichik,
who headed a distinguished delegation from your City,

Your kind sentiments and good wishes are all the more
meaningful in view of the fact that our movement has found
such fertile soil in your City and its environs, where it is
rendering dedicated service, particularly in the area of
education and youth activity, so vital in our day and age.

In accordance with the Divine Promise. to our Patriarch™
Abraham, "I will bless them that bless thee,y" may G=d re-
ciprocate ¥our blessings in a generous measure, .sg;cially
in your efforts to guide Xouz eat City on the path of
material and spiritual wellebeing and prosperity.

With blessing and prayerful wishes,

Cordially yours,

®
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THE MAYOR OF S. DIEGO

At the end of the delegation Rabbi Shlomo Cunin presents a key to the city

of S. Diego as well as a letter, from Mayor Pete Wilson.” The Rebbe read the

letter and wished him “m210 mwa,n27 ansn” and “972% oeonb”.

The following letter was written to the Mayor.

7. Pete Wilson served as Mayor of the city of S. Diego from 1971-1983. He later served as a United States
Senator and as Governor of the State of California.
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> LETTER 6 <

the Grace of Ged

15th of Shevat, 5735
Jan, 27, 1975
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Hon. Pete Wilson

Mazor

City of S, Diego, Calif.

Greeting and Blessings

This is to convey to you heartfelt appreciation of
your ‘&me&m of
cur 25th Anniversary.

I particularly jate the kind gesture and honor
through the bestowal the Key to great City which
was presented to me at the celebration by Rabbis Shlomo Cunin
and Zelig Rivkin,

in accordance with the Divine Promise to our Patriarch
Abraham, "I will bless them that bless thee," may Ged re=
ciproca&c your blessings in a very generous measure.

With blessing and prayerful wishes,

Cordially yours,

®
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