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RABBI MENACHEM M SCHNEERSON NRTIRIW 27300 TmN
Lubavitch PRMBIN?

770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y. [,
HYacinth 36250 22 phpm

By the Grace of G-d
2ond of Iyar, 5724
Brooklyn, K. Y.

Hr. Daniel Dov Goldberg
11, Elm Park Avenue
London N.15, England

Greeting and Blessing:

after not having heard from you for a consideravle
time, I received your letter of Lao B'Omer.

n it you write chapter headings about your life since
your previous letter, and also about your status in matters
of Torah and ilitzvoth.

Generally speaking, the problems about which you write
in connection with the above are of a nature which makes

it difficult to discuss in a letter. However this is not
necessary, inasmuch as there are many persons in London among
Anash who could clear up the questions which you raise in
your letter.

I would like to make some general observations here:

a) The study of the Torahmd the fulfillment of the
ilitzvoth must be in a spirit of Naaseh,before, v'Nishmah, as
the Torah teaches us in connection with iattan Torah, which
we will soon celebrate, In other words there must beé uncon-
ditional obedience to G-d in the fulfillment of His command-
ments., As a matter of fact the actual performance of the
commandments with such obedience gives new insicht into the
commandments and makes it possible to understand and grasp
some of their deeper meaning and significance.

b) There must be a constant effort to advance in the
learning of the Torah and the fulfillment of the litzvoth,
with a spirit of Yiras  homayim, and the light of the Torah
and Iitzvoth will steadily displace the darknsss of the Yetzer.

c) The right place for the study of the Torah is the
Yeshiva and environment which have a maximum measure of Yiras
Shomayim.

d) Vhatever difficulties there may be, real or imaginary,
one should remember the Divine assurance that "He who is de-
termined to purify himself, receives help from On High
Where there is a real determination to go ahead, it w 11 soon
become clear that the obstacles which loomed so great in the
past, are actually not so great after all, or even non-exist-
ent.

Daniel Dov Goldberg

e) With regard to the particular temptation which you
mention, the way to overcome it is not throughwestling
with it or engaging in mental argumentation etc., but rather
through "Hessach Hadaas", namely, whenever the thought or
temptation occurs, to difmiss it from your mind at_once, by
engaging your mind in something else which is completely un-
related to it, preferably engaging the mind in a matter of
Torah and Piitzvoth, 'or‘"A llttle light dispels a lot of
darkness",

As we are now in the midst of the days of Sfira, you
surely know that the inmer aspect of counting the days of
‘the Omer is to express our longing and desire for Mattan
Torah, which comes immediately at the end of Sfira. It is
necessary that this feeling should not remain confined to the
heart, but should be expressed in the daily life in a growing
devotion and diligence in the study of the Torah and the ful-
fillment of the Mitzvoth. I hope this will be your daily
experience, and that you will also use your good influence
on your friends in this direction, in fulfillment of the
teaching of our Sages that Ahavas Yisroel is the great prin-
ciple of the Torah.

Hoping to hear good news from you

With blessing

By //,,,M /Zmoﬁ/e
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON NRDIIRMWY 2771100 1mn
Lubavitch WEMNING
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

PUPINE TIPLOR 770
HYacinth 3-9250 RN iy ]

By the Grace of Ged
13th of Marcheshvan, 5725
Brooklyn, N, Y,

Mr, Daniel Dov Goldberg
11, Elm Park Avenue
London, N,15, England

Greeting and Blessing:

I received your letter of Hoshana Rabba with some
delay.

May G-d grant that your resolutions, about which
you write, should be fulfilled for good and blessing,
and that you should apply yourself to the study of the
Torah and the fulfillment of the Mitzvoth with inner joy
and gladness of heart, Moreover, since our Sages taught
us that all matters of holiness should be on the ascend=-
ancy, I trust that you will make every effort to go from
strength to strength, both in the study of Nigleh and
Chassidus, and the fulfillment of the Mitzvoth, since
the essential thing is the deed. There is the assurance
that "He who is determined to purify himself, receives
help from On High",

Enclosed is a copy of my Rosh Hashonah message of
this year, Its main point is that everyone has tremendous
force{and a tremendous potential, and it is only necessary
to activate them and utilize them to the full, May it be
so in your case,

With blessing

I s en
- J/¢u~¢m<_
By/“
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FREE_TRANSLATION

By the Grace of G=-d
In the Days of Selichoth
5724, Brooklyn, N. Y,

To the Sons and Daughters of
People Israel, Fverywhere

G-d bless you all!l
Greeting and Blessing:

The celebration of Rosh Hashanah has been ordained by the Creator
to take place not on the anniversary of Creation in general, but
specifically on the anniversary of the creation of Man.

There is a great significance in this:

The creation of Man did not merely bring to a conclusion the whole
of Creation at the end of the Six days of Genesis, but it also
brought the Creation to completion and fulfillmen&.

With the creation of Man, the Universe attained its state of
wholesomeness = not mereiy because the last and most superior
creature made its appearance, but also because Man is that
creature which can, must and eventually will bring all other
creatures to their ultimate fulfillment.

This is achieved when Man utilizes, and in the fullest measure,
all his own capacities, as well as all the resources of Nature -
in the inanimate, vegetable and animal "kingdoms" - to the good
and the holy.

Because in this way each created being, and Creation as a whole,
is brought into harmony with the Will of the Creator.

* * *

One of the main distinguishing features in the creation of Man
is that Man was created single, unlike =XX other species which
were created in large populations.

This indicates emphatically that one single individual has the
capacity to bring the whole of Creation to fulfillment, as was
the case with the first Man, Adam. No sooner was Adam created on
that first Rosh Hashanah than he called upon, and successfully
rallied, all creatures in the world to recognize the Sovereignty
of the Greator, with the Call:
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Come, let us prostrate ourselves, let us bow down and kneel before

G-d_our Maker! For it 1s only through "prostration"” - self abne-
gation - that a created being can attach itself to, and be united
with, the Creator, and thus attain fulfillment of the highest order.

Our Sages, of blessed memory, teach us that the first Man, Adam,
was the prototype and example for each and every individual to
follow: "For this reason was Man created single, in order to teach
you - one person equales a whole world," our Sages declared in the
Mishnah.

This means that every Jew, regardless of time and place and personal
status, has the fullest capacity (hence also duty) to rise and at-
tain the highest degree of fulfillment, and accomplish the same for
the Creation as a whole.

* * *

Rosh Hashanah - the anniversary of the first, aﬁd single, human =
reminds every Jew of this duty.

Rosh Hashanah disproves the contentions of those who do not fulfill
their duty, with the excuse that it is impossible to change the
world; or that their parents had not given them the necessary edu-
cation and preparation; or that the world is so huge, and one is so
puny - how can one hope to accomplish-anything?

Rosh Hashanah offers the powers needed to fulfill this duty, because
on this day the whole of Creation is rejuvenated; a new year begins,
with renewed powers, as on the day of the first Rosh Hashanah.

This is borne out by the prayer which each one of us prays in the
evening, morning and afternoon prayers of Rosh Hashanah:

Establish Thy reign upon all the world..that every creature shall
know_that Thou didst create it. R
The fact that each one of us prays for total Divine Sovereignty and

the idéntity of each created thing with its Creator is proof that the
attainment of this is within reach of everyone of us.

* * *

There were times when the said idea, namely, the ability of a single
individual to "transform" the world, met with scepticism, and de-
manded proof, ete.

However, precisely in our generation, unfortunately, we do not have
far to seek to be convinced of this. We have seen how one individual
had brought the world to the brink of destruction, but for the mercies
of the King of the Universe, Who ordained that "the earth shall stand
firm; shall not fall."
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If such is the case in the realm of evil, surely one's potential is
much greater in the realm of the good. For, in truth, Creation is
essentially good, and thereforemore inclined towards the good than
the opposite.

* * *

May G-d grant that everyone,man or woman, should firmly resolve on
the day of Rosh Hashanah to give full expression to the spirit of
Rosh Hashanah, as indicated above; and that these resolutions should
be carried out in the actual every-day life of the coming year,

This means that everyone should cultivate submission to G-d in all
aspects of the daily life, through the fulfillment of G-d's Mitzvoth,
to the fullest extent of "Know Him in all thy ways," and may every-
one accomplish this also for his environment,

Rosh Hashanah literally means "head of the year," for it stands in
relation to the rest of the year as the head is to the rest of the
body. Just as the head controls every limb of the body, so should
the vitality and the resolutions of Rosh Hashanah permeate and guide

every day of the year. Then the whole body (the whole year) will be
a healthy one in all respects.

With the blessing of

#31b ADSAMY #aSAD
RPIADY BID AIVY

/Menachem Schneerson/
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RABBI DOV BER, THE MITLER REBBE
Tes Kislev{5534 (l773)—5588(1827)—5738(%?77) P

Loty it Jilory

Perhaps the least known of all Chabad Rebbeim, yet

his works comprised the bulk of printed Chasgidus for over
‘(,('/ e ) ld"U el

120 years. Adene/ among the Rabbelm,/‘ was nonetheless

by far the most prolific in publication of Chassidus before

our own generation.

Indeed the less than fifteen years of the " itler"
Rebbe's leadership were one glorious chain of intense.&iterary”
activity quite unparal%ed until the previous Rebbe /5}5y
arrived in America~ in 1940.

Rabbi Dov Ber assuméd leadership of the Chabad movement
on the passing of his celebrated father, Rabbi Shneur Zelman,

the "Alter" Rebbe (24 Teiveis, 5573-1812). Taking refuge -at

! ey i
pol%9n s ffﬁisg” it was not

tha;mtimgQin the Ukraiqe,_"A .
until 18 Eiui”"thé?’;;;;r (Sept. 1813) that the Mitler Rebbe
returned to White Russia and settled in Lubavitch.

!Ahmwdiéfgizfﬁ:\threw himself into the tak of strengthening
the nggsidic movement. Exhorting his followers to found their
own communities in every town and city, he also warned them
not to engage in any dispute with their opponents. Young men
visiting Lubavitch would be urged to repeat ewer the
"Maamorim" (€hassidic discourses) they had heard from the
Rebbe in every Chassidic community, through which they
would pass until their return home, thus spreading the
teachings of Chassidus to hundreds of communities.

In order to help solve some of the serious economic

problems caused by the recent Napoleonic invasion (the

French armies had devastated a large swathg of territory
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in White Russia on their retreat from Moskgow in face of the
severe winter) the Rebbe wrote to his Chassidim encouraging
them to settle on the land and engage in agriculture. He
interceded with the Tsarist government to grant land in
the province of Cherson (recently captured from Turkey)
where he founded a number of highlyzsuccessful Chabad
agricultural settlements. His Chassidim in Eretz Israel,
too, he requested to move to Chevron(Hebron), "City of
Our Fathers", to found the first Ashkenazi community there.
Above all, though;the Mitler Rebbe was interested in
"Hafotzas HaMaayonos" ; spreading knowledge and awareness
of G-d, as expressed ana explained in Chaba@ Chassidic
philcsophy. His mest fond”desire was thaﬁ the:g?;foundesé
concepts in Chassidus be so commonly known that even two
young men meeting in the street or market-place should
converse about "Attik" and "Arich" - exalted Divine emanations
which Chassidus explains in depth.* nfhey should understand

‘,"he once said," as they understand their own five

‘Keser
fingers!"

The complicated task of preparing his father's works
for publication must have begun soon after his arrival in
Lubavitch. The Alter Rebbe had himself published "Hilchos
Talmud Torah" (Laws of Torah Study, 5554-1794), and "Luach
Birchos HE/Nehenin" (Laws of Blessings, 5560-1800) —both
brilliant but relatively small-sized Halachic works. He
had also published Tanya, his major work and ire"Dible" of
Chabad Chassidism, first two parts (5557—1796),and then
also the third (in two different versions, 5559-1799, and

5566-1806) . His edition of the Siddur (the version of

Nusach HoAri Zal we use today) was also published in

S d
< BN
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5563-1803, but these four works,himpor t‘as they are,
b the LlAens fobte
werel only a tiny portion of his egtfre written and spoken

”literary"output during the over thirty years of his
leadership.

yvﬁbkmmd& d«;Qdu@?he Mitler Rebbe began work on a@géﬁ edition of Tanya,

s "»f"‘““" @otionwith many added letters and discourses his father had
written in his own hand (whereas the bulk of his discourses
had been written down by his disciples). Most of the original
manuscripts had been destroyed in the great fire in Liadi
in 5571-1811, and copies had to be collected from the
disciples and edited. But within eight months after his
arrival in Lubavitch, the new edition of Tanya, with"Iggeres
HaKodesh" and "Kuntres Acharon", was completed (22 Iyar,
5574-1814) .

Simp}taneously, he gave the task of preparing fex

,publicationltgg Alter Rebbe's brilliant redaction of the

"Shulchan Oruch" “to his father's celebrated brother, Rabbi
Yehuda Leib ("Magaril"), Rav of Yanovitch. In this he was
aided also by the second brother Rabbi Mordechai, Rav of
Orsha. The 5571 fire had destroyed these manuscripts too,
and they had to gather together disciples' copies and
correct their freguent mistakes and ompissions, especially:
of the source-references. Nevertheless, they succeeded
in preparing two volumes for publication that same year and
the rest, two years later g5576—1816).

Having now takenazz?g;e two major works his father

had written in his own hand, Rabbi Dov Ber turned to the

yet more difficult task of collecting the Alter Rebbe's
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numerous "Maamorim". He himself had been the major trans-
scriber of these discourses, especially after his father's
return from his second imprisonment in Petersburg (summer
5561-1801) . His "Hanochos" (oral discourses committed to
writing from memory) over the years formed the basis of
the collections he now made.

Sensing a crying need for Chassidic interpretations
of the prayers to be convenientlyrﬁzt;ggginext to the prayers
themselves, he published the Alter Rebbe's Siddur together
with well over a hundred Maamorim, explaining the words of
the daily Shabbcsgand hqliday prayers. He intended this
to enable his Chassidim to steep ;}}e,m,i:(%,&e"/s in prayer and
become inspired by the words ﬁhc' to the high spiritual
levels expounded in Chassidus. This "Siddur with Chassidus," as it
it is known, was first printed in 5576-1816 (and again with
a few extra Maamorim two years later). Later the same year,
he published a collection of "Biurei Zohar" (explanations of
the Zohar, major work of the Kabboloh) as he had promised in
his introduction to the Siddur. The Maamorim in these two
works, although the Alter Rebbe‘sjusually include brief
explanatory phrases and interpolations added by Rabbi Dov
Ber wheq\first committé;é them to writing in order to make
them better understood.

This tendency now became more pronounced as he began
publishing his own works, ten of which were printed in his
lifetime. Feeling, it seems, that i;g;;ZE§Zf"Maamorim
concentrating on specific ideas of Chassidus, though potent,

are still to some extent limited in scope, he decided to




35 %5~ paT7Ra NN RITW ARY NM2T W JRYT NRNIW NN 7w PRIYIIN INRWN 12T

gather and reunite the Chabad Chassidic concepts of his
father into larger, more comprehensive works, each containing
a thorough treatment of an entire subject in all its rami-
fications.

He began, however, with a small but highly interesting work

called "Pokeiach Ivrim". Written in Yiddish, to be under-
it was e r’}}:v g, v CAasS e
standable even to the simplest Jew,hit is essentially ?

& Lo

gige ot
"Musar" (ethical) book, though based on a number of Chassidlé\{§@?%§

insights and approaches further developed in his later works.
The previous Rebbe, in his introduction to this book, tells

the by-now famous story of Reb Yosef Mashpia of Beshen-

I8 -
* kovitch and the Baal Teshuva Solomon Gametzsky, cenjecturinmg  dil
probubly N )

5445 shet it wasﬁfor the latter that Pokeach Ivrim was written.

It was first publicized in the summer of 5576-1816 and
probably printed at the beginning of 5577.

The next six years were years of continuous literary
Production. The first volume of "Shaarei Teshuva", containing
three sections, was published in 5577-1817, the second
containing two seg?iqeﬁrin 5578-1818, and the third volum3
Aunder the name "thigh Chaim"*jalso in two sections/in 5579-1819.
This trilogy deals with "Teshuva" (repentance or, more
literally, "return") in great detail and from a number of
different angles. The following year saw the publication of
"Ner Mitzva VeTorah Or", a double work consisting of "Shaar
HOEmuna", dealing with belief in G-d and based on the miracles
of the Exodus from Egypt and the splitting of the Red Sea,
and "Shaar HaYichud", an detailed guide to the entire chain
of Divine revelation from the highest emanations to the lowest.

This latter part was apparently known to his Chassidim
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previously in manuscript form under the name of "Kuntres
HaHisbonenus" (Booklet on Meditation), and seems to have

been intended, to some extent, as a companion work and

sequel to the "Kuntres HaHispaelus" (Booklet on Ecstasy) which
was already in existence but published five years later.

Next came the Mitler Rebbe's most difficult work "Imrei
Binoh", containing four sections (5581-1821). It is in his
introduction to this work, that he makes the quite shattering
statement that "A head that has not put on Tefillin is con-
sidered a Jewish sinner wi£h his body (as the Gemora states),
whereas this one (who neglects to meditate on the greatness of
G-d out of laziness or false humility) is a sinner with his
soul!" This was followed the same year by "Ateres Rosh’;in
two partiﬂdealing with Rosh Hashonoh and Yom Kippur Iespectivelg
together with additional Maamorim concerning the Ten Days of
Teshuva. 1In his brief introduction, the Mitler Rebbe writes
that he has decided to issue separate books expounding on
each of the holidays of the Jewish year in the light of Chabad
philosophy and that this was to be first of the series. He did,
in fact, continue the following year (5582-1822) with publication
of "Shaarei Orah" in two sections,dealing with Chanuka and Purim
respectively, but unfortunately was not destined to complete
this noble intention,k‘Shaar Ho Emuna',mentioned abovelwas,
it is true, based on the holiday of Pesach and,to a lesser extent,

on subsequent giving of the Torah on Shavous, but no printed work

oot Mitlar Cobbe doatog wcw‘v\lfy with Succes
; : Y °

eXlStS"
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There followed two years of partial cessation of activity.
Thexre seemg to be two main reasons for this. Firstly, st—ebout
this=time, the Rebbe, who had always been of weak constitution
and sensitive nature,now became very sick., Affected to the very
depths of his soul by the material and spiritual problems of

“thew
his people, especially the detailed outpouring of this-woes in
"Yechidus" (private audience), he was forced to write to all
Chassidic communities begging them to avoid bringing him their
problems. Only in an extreme case, and even then only with the
express permissiop of the leaaers of each community, could an

Lddle
air his problem wéth h&shProther, Rabbi Chaim Avrohom,and his

individual -éjh‘ég‘s‘;dr ob%;fin ex%ssion to come to Lubavitch and
son-in-law, the future Tzemach Tzedek. @ﬁ\seems/;hat for' some
time the Rebbe was unable to deliver any p;blic/aiscourses.
Even though he later resumed doing sgi@e find A number of
Maamorim frdm the end of 5584 and 5585 -~ 18?4—5){)His sickness
iﬁi;fvhave disturbed his work of preparing SS::ix;ﬁ? publication.
A second reason may have been the fire of 5584-1824 which
destroyed over forty volumes of his manuscripts, many of them
probably his Hanochos of his father's Maamorim. In any case, that
year the Mitler Rebbe sent a letter to his followers with the
proposal to commence printing individual Maamorim on the weekly
Torah portions at a price of eight kopeks a 'boigen'(eight-page
brochure) in order not to impose too great an expense at once.
Perhaps one incentive for this was a fear that the works could

become lost forever if not printed as soon as possible.



772N 10D ,R"OWN'N 7178 3"

Actually, in his introductions to both the "Siddux'" and
"Biurei Zohar", the Rebbe had emphasized his desire to eventually
publish his father's weekly and monthly discourses. It was a
task that was ultimately to fall to his successor, his nephew
and son-in-law, the Tzemach Tzedek. After spending thirty-two
thousand hours over thirty years (5564-5594, 1804—1834h’twenty
hours a weekjin intensive study of his grandfather's Maamorim,
the Tzemach Tzedek published the two well-known collections:
Torah Or (5597-1837) on Bereishis, Shemos and Megilas Esther,
and Likkutei Torah (5608-1848) on Vayikra, Bamidboxr, Devorim
and Shir HaShirim. The over four hundred Maamorim contained in
these two works were chosen froqf;mongyt two thousand discourses
of the Alter Rebbe which the Tzemach Tzedek had before him, In
his letter to his followers when Torah Or was published, the
Tzemach Tzedek writes that "My father-in-law, the (Mitler) Rebbe,
also wanted to have  them printed in the exact form that they were
delivered by the (Alter) Rebbe. However, he did not want to
have them published piecemeal but only after they would be
gathered together." In other wordsjthe Mitler Rebbe earnestly
desired to see his father's Maamorim in print in their oxiginal
concise form., Nevertheless, during his lifetime, he began
publishing his father's words emelothed withdm his own extremely
lengthy explanations, This was the beginning of "Toras Chayim",
the Mitler Rebbe's magnum opus on the Torah, most of which still
remains unpublished.

But before publishing the separately-printed Maamorim in book
form, he first published the aforementioned "Kuntres HaHispaelus'"

in 5585-1825, It seems to have been written in the earlier years

Sad
< /lg‘l
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of the Mitler Rebbe's leadership, even before '"Shaar Ha\/‘,{ichud",
which was itself written some time before it was published. In
the/summerr of that year, Rabbi Dov Ber lef17 on his doctor's advice,-
/for Karlsbad\/ln order to ~;:‘;ne:flt‘\~1:-]ae'.t'~e:f;om the natural medicinal
baths)fuJOn this journey he met the famous Geonim Rabbi Akiva Eiger
and Rabbi Mordechai Benet and was as much impressed by them as they
by him. Returning greatly invigorated, he was able to bring the
first portion of "Toras Chaim' to print the following year (5586~
1826) ., Expounding only on the first half of Bereishis, its sixteen
Maamorim are, however, much lénger than; the 150 in Toxah Or. This
volume, though, was unfortunately to conclude his lifetime of literary
activity.

At the beginning of 5587 (fall 1826), he was imprisoned in
Vitebsk on false charges. Although cleared within a few weeks
and released on Yud Kislev, his final¥indication had to come
through the government in Petersburg and he remained in constant
fear of a renewal of charges. Opponents also tried to involve him
in other accusation:s ?nd it is recounted that he asked the Tzemach
Tzedek's opinion la-s-_:to the (spiritual) reason for these problems.

His son—ln—law answered that, to his mind, it was due to the Mitle

\? P z Y
Rebbe's a(,l.low;ng the words of the Alter Rebbe to become fordgotten with his
1‘: i ?Tiwtwu,
Hl Sue
through clothing them in such a grea‘t wealth of explanations gli M: gﬂwmmﬁ
woads of the Ator

the
Rabbi Dov Ber seemsl to have accepted to some extenB the truth (\Lbba o e cum

e, ,'v,uu, A
of this conjecture but then{,‘dec1ded to continue hlS previous #Eb','(,&v" !’“’5

Wy
procedure an-ywa—b}g, even at risk of :anurrlng further suffering.

Although such "personal' affairs of Rebbeim are not really for

us to interpret, perhaps we can compare this to the Alter Rebbe's
experiences in prison when he asked the Baal Shem Tov and Mezritchex
Maggid,;who appeared to him there, for what (spiritual) reason he

had been imprisoned, Their reply was that he had revealed too
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much of the deep mystical secrets of the Toxah in his Chassidic
discourses but, having already begun this new approach, he
should not cease but rather continue with even greater intensity.
Maybe here, too, the Mitler Rebbe's breadth and depth of
explanation had aroused a "Kitrug" (accusation) in the Heavenly

Court, Yet, although he seemed to agree with the Tzemach Tzedek

as to the truth ofthis explanation, he apparently phllosophlzed
that,having already embarked on this course of greater "revelation"
of the Chassidic ideas, it would be wrong to cease at this point.
N6, he would have to continue ~on this path, regardless of the
personal dangers it : involve for him.

Later that summer, though, came rumors that he would certainly
be arrested again and then taken to Petersburg. At the same time,
it was learned that the Tsar was planning to draft Jewish children
into the Army with the intention of estranglng them from the

~felt wnwell and

Torah, From these worries, Rabbi Dov Ber s&ekened again ‘asad
sensed
fekt that bis end was close. He set out for Haditch, the burial-
place of his father, and stayed there for the holidays of Tishrei,
visiting his father's"Ohel" several times, He came out one day
with a radiant face, explaining that he had persuaded his father
to have him freed from the burdens of leadership. Thinking that
he meant to travel to the Holy Land, his followers asked: "Rebbe!
How can you leave us like a flock without a shepherd?" He
answered: "My son-in-law is with you —- he will be a faithful
‘ o
shepherd{
Rt jow

On his re%din hgme, he took sick at Niezhin. There,on

Tes Kislev, 5588-1828, his fifty-fourth birthday, he passed

away. He was responsible for consoiidating the Chabad movement

to an unprecendented extentgz bu?tabove all, for providing it with
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a rich literature which
times, As we celebrate
of his passing-away, we
drive for spreading the

bringing it down to the

-1l

stood it in good stead until our own
the hundred and fiftieth anniversary
could do well to consider his boundless
wellsprings of Chassidic = thought and

level of all his various Chassidim and

even simple Jews, May we gain inspiration from his example

to do likewise, until"the earth shall be full of knowledge of

G-d" with the coming of

Moshiach Tzidkeinu.
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An old Chassidic tradition tells how &ga551d1m overheard
the famed Shpoler Zeide, Reb Aryeh Leib (one of the older disciples
of the Mezritcher Maggid) as he would say Tikkun Chatzos, the

Kabbalfétic midnight prayer mourning the destruction of the

,ﬁ Bel§ HaMikdash and the Golus HaShechina, "exile of G-d's Presence."
7/ === The Shpoler Zeide would lie prostrate on the floor (accord-
ing to another version, he would lean dangerously out of a
window, with most of his body hanging in mid-air), musing aloud:
"The Tannaim and Amoraim (Sages of the Talmud) begged You to
bring Moshiach, but You didn’t bring him....The ARI-Zal (Rabbi
Yitéchak Luria, the most outstanding Kabbalist, d,1572) begged
You to bring Moshiach, but You didn’t bring him....The Baal Shem
Tov and the Rebbe (Mezritcher Maggid) begged You to bring Moshiach
but You didn®t bring him..,.
"I swear there'll come” a time when they'll want neither
You nor Your Moshiachf:; then You'll be forced to bring him!"
Only a tZ§ggik of the exalted caliber of the Shpoler Zeide

could get away with such "audacity'" -- the mark of a personality

so saintly that he was on"intimate“terms with G-d Himself, But
the time he describes seems to have arrived.

A century ago, it would have been hard to find a Jew anywhere
who didn't ardently yearn for Moshiach, Most Jews throughout the - s
world lived in extreme poverty, 4t the mercy of non-Jewish
neighbors who made it abundantly clear that J@%{YF{?ﬁjUSt about

TN L
tolerated/ék besg{”EEA;Brst they were the object of pogroms,
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pillaging and physical abuse, Many lands still had legal
restrictions on Jewish occupations, property-rights, business
opportunities and freedom of movement (such as the Russian Pale
of Settlement limiting Jewish habitation to a small area of the
country),

The prevailing high standards of Torah-learning, observance
of miggvos, and religious feeling enabled most Jews to realize
and be deeply concerned that these same standards were ?pginning
to fall among the younger generation, If things fgzﬁi:hto get
any worse, they felt, Moshiach just has to come,

Yet Moshiach didn't come., The younger generation sought
panaceas in various political movements which promised a better
tomorrow; some of these_produced the Bolshevik Revolution, others
the socialist movements and social reforms of the Western World,

-and-yet-others.the Jewish.state. in.the. land.of-fsraet, But the
common denominator of them all was that they moved their adherents
further from G-d and His Torah,

Then came the Eéﬁrban of Europe; a third of the Jewish nation,
most of them Torah-observant, including the saintliest and most
learned of our people, were cruelly obliterated from the face of
the earth -- Chevlei Moshiach, the sufferings before Moshiach's
arrival, as foreseen and dreaded by our Sages in the Talmud,

Out of the ashes rang forth the eternal hope and faith of our
people in the arrival of Moshiach, expressed in the famous melody

sung to the words of Anee maamin be'emuna sh'leima b’vias haMoshiach

("I believe with perfect faith in the coming of Moshiach"), with
which countless Jews marched to the gas-chambers,

But Moshiach still didn't come. Jewish eternity arose anew

44
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like a phoenix from the flames and asheé, creating strong new
communities of Torah-observant Jews in Israei, America and else-
where, Among these Jews, and among many previously non-observant
Jews who have been beneficially influenced by them, standards of
Torah-scholarship and mizgva—observance have been rising steadily,
At the same time (with notable exceptions -- Jews in some
Communist and Moslem lands), most Jews are not, thank G-d,
physically threatened or economically deprived -- at least compared
to Jews a half-century, certainly a century, ago.

But the hcpe in Moshlach has suffered Not _only among Jews

who ddnvt QTy follow the Torah in thelr personal 11ves even

among many religious Jews who study Torah Eg;r/’and are particular
about all details of mitzvos, their belief in Moshiach often tends
to be cold, dry and lifeless, a begruﬁgng acceptance of an aspect
of Yiddishkeit they donft really understand, To discuss the subject
becomes something of a bore, the type of subject ”ﬂgassidim" talk
about, Kabbalistic, mystical and officially part of a Jew's set
of beliefs, but not to be taken too seriously.

After all, they reason, consciously or subconsciously, we
are doing well materially, and religiously, too. We live in
religious Jewish communities with high standards of Torah-
scholarship and religious observance, insulated from the damaging
influences of the secular world (which even helps us in many ways,
through our business and government connections, to live a'‘Torah
life without disturbance). If things are going so well, they
feel, if we have the best of both worlds, material and spiritual,

what can Moshiach give us that we don’'t already have? Of course,

A b

we don't 67*>‘have the BelS HaMlkga§h7and there are still a few
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anti-Semites around. But we seem to be doing well even without
Moshiach,

It's like the bitter joke, which rings so unfortunately true
for it describes a prevalent attitude; Feivel comes home with
startling news: "Yenta, did you hear? Moshiach has come! We're
all leaving now for Eretz Yisrael!"

"Of Feivel, isn't that wonderful! But wait a moment,
What'll we do with our store hgre in the shtetgg And how are we
going to transport our cow? It's with calf any day now, And
the goat's been sick, And Velvel the shoemaker will use this
as an excuse not to pay the fifteen rubles he owes us for so
long!"

"You know Yenta, you're right. But listen., The Al-mighty
is so good, He has saved us from so. many enemies and troubles
till now, He'll save us from Moshiach, too!"

The era foretold by the Shpoler Zeide has unfortunately
arrived, Some Jews, even with apparently high Torah standards,
seem to have lost interest in G-d Himself, studyin#ﬁisfrorah but
§2§g§j§%gngho gave us this Torah, And with the feeling for
G-d has gone the feeling for His Moshiach,,..-

* * %

But in Brooklyn lives a Jew who won't let us forget about
either G-d or His Moshiach. At ever opportunity he mentions his
own ardent hope for Moshiach; he urges all other Jews, too, to
put deep feeling into their prayers three times a day: "Es

) s
tzemach David avd cha meheira satzmiach -~ "Quickly bring David's

descendant'" -- and Vesechezena eineinu beshuvecha leTzion
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berachamim -- "May our eyes see Your return to Zion,"

Who but the Lubavitcher Rebbe, shlita, can fully realize the
terrible urgency for Moshiach to come, how the insidious forces
of assimilation are tearing live chunks out of the Jewish body
and soul, how the "Who is the Jew?'" problem endangers the entire
Jewish nation's future, how Jews in many lands are in physical
danger, and how the world's present volatility is fraught with
grave peril, Who but he feels the individual problem of every Jew

as his own, and sees them for what they are -- expressions of

Golus,
"Yidden, geit arois  foon Golus! -- Jews, go out of exile!"

cried out the Rebbe at a recent fagl}rengen° And the subject of
Moshiach has become a central one at almost every farbrgngep of
late,

The Rebbe has emphasized that it is not enough, as many seem
to feel, to passively believe that Moshiach will eventually arrive,
He has pointed out many authoritative Torah sources which tell
us that we must actively hope and pray to G-d that He speedily
bring Moshiach and rebuild the Beis, HalMikdash,

One such source is the following Midrash (Midrash Tehillim 17;

Midrash Shmuel 31):

"Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai taught: Iﬂﬁgmlike one who gave his
son a spanking, but the boy didn't know why he was being spanked,
After the spanking, his father told him: "Now go and do the chore
I've been telling you to do for several days, and you haven't
listened to me! Likewise, all the thousands who feXl in war in

David®s time, fell only because they diq@bt demand that the Beis

HaMgkdash be built,
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"Now surely, by logical extension (we can learn a lesson
for ourselves): If such can happen to these in whose era the
Beis H%Mikdash had nég:;?;:; been built nor destroyed, and wet« y
they were punished for not having demanded it, how much more so
we, in whose era it has already been destroyed, yet we donrdst ﬂ”#”
lament f£er it nor beg Divine mercy for it!

"Therefore the saintly leaders of old instituted that we
pray three daily prayers, including the plea: 'Please, -Merciful
One, in Your great mercy returﬁ Your Divine Presence to Zion and
the orderaggvzggipivine Service to Jerusalem,' They also instituted
a specia%Aﬁlessing on.its—ewn, ‘Builder of Jerusalem,' in daily
prayer (Shmoneh Esrei)and in grace after meals,"

This Migrash is quoted in the authoritative Halacha work

Sefer HaRokeach (by a Rishon -- one of the early codifiers) as

VGQB’;Eiiédtj;ﬂ”bigg;ggmgggémgyery Jew -- to pfay and demand that

the Beis HaMikdash be rebuilt,

The authoritative Bible commentator Rabbi David Kimchi
(known as RaDaK, 1160-1235) also quotes this Midyash,but in a
slightly different context. On the last verse of Samuel II
(24:25), concerning those who died in a severe epidemic, he
translates the verse: ''And G-d accepted the prayer of those
dwelling in the land, @id the epidemic ceased," and continues:
"According to a Midrashic explanation, all thewthousands who died
in David's time, died only because they didﬁgg’demand the Esgs
HaMé&daSh. By logical extension, if these in whose era it had

never yet been built nor destroyed, yet they died for not having
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demanded it, how much more so we, in whose era it has already
existed and been destroyed (should demand that it be rebuilt).
Therefore the Elders and Prophets instituted that there be implanted
in the mouthsfof the Jewish people to pray three times daily:

"Return Your Divine Presence and Your Kingdom to Zion, and the

order of Your Divine Service to Jerusalem.,® Amen, So may it be

His Will forever!"

Another Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni Shmuel I remez 106 - from

Midrash Shmuel, ch. 13) states:

"Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai taught: There are three things they
will in future despise -- the Kingdom of G-d, the Kingdom of the
House of David, and the rebuilding of the Beig HaMikdash....Says

Rabbi Shimon ben Menasya: The Jewish people will see no sign of

redemption until they will -and request all three,"

Both R;Sﬁi'andVRaD;kmqﬁoté }hiélﬂidraéh in their commentaries

to Hoshea 3:5 -~ the verse cited in this Midrash in the portion we
¢ :
have not quoted: "Afterwards (RaShI - after the days of the exilg;
RaDaK —(this will be at the end of days close to the time of the
salvation, when the Jewish people will, return Ain repentancé), the
ed e B

children of Israel will and Hashem their G-d, and
David their King," And RaDaK notes that the Aramaic translation
(Targum Yonasan) translates this verse '"And they will demand the
@acrificiaﬁ service of G-d,"

Furthermore, this Mid¥aih is quoted as a source for Halacha --
Torah law which is legally binding upon all Jews - in the Halacha

work of a Rishon, Shibbolei HalLeket (157, Din Seder Birkas HaMazon)
7

quoted in turn by the Beis Yosef commentary (by Rabbi Yosef Karo,

author of the Shulchan Aruch) on Tur (ch, 188, paragraph "Vekasav
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HaRaMBaM"):
e

"Whoever doeqhét mention the Kingdom of the House of David
in (the third blessing of grace after meals) 'Builder of Jerusalem®
has not fulfilled his obligation, The reason...is because we have
to mention the Kingdom of G-d, the Kingdom of the House of David,
and the rebuilding of the Beis,gaMikgash,..for the Jewish people
will not be redeemed until they will and demand all three,"

From all these sources we see the vital necessity of demanding
that Moshiach come and the Beis HaMikdash be rebuilt.

The renowned Sefardi scholar, bibliographer and Halachic
authority, Rabbi Chaim Yosef David Azulai (known as CHIDA, 1724-
1806) writes in his Midbar Kedemot (under thegéiaséification
Kivui, "Hope") of the necessity of actively hoping for the
Redemption:

"Our Sages have said (Yalkut Shimoni, remez 736): 'Even if

the Jewish people have nothing but hope, they still deserve to be
redeemed in reward of this hope...In case you say that so much
time has passed,..(and Moshiach still hasn't come), Scripture
tells us (Psalms 27:14): "Hope to G-d, be strong and let your heart
be brave, and hope to G-d," If you haveh¥t yet been saved, hope
and hope again,..' (consult the original text),

"In this connection the great Rabbi, our teacher Rabbi Yosef
David of blessed memory, explains in his delightfullrecently-

published work, Tzemach David (p. 123, Parshas Vayechi), the text

S - m——. N

of the blgss;gg (fifteenth in the Shmoggg Esrei prayer): 'Speedily
cause (to flourish jthe descendant of David, Your servantg;and
Pt

increase his power by Your salvation, because we hope for Your

Salvation every day.’ This last phrase, ‘Because we hope for

50
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Your Salvation,' is difficult to understand: Is this a logical
reason (to ask fqy the Redemption because we hope for it)? If we
are worthy, we*¥l merit being redeemed even without our hoping for

it, And if not, how will hoping for it help? But according to

this (aforementioned Midrash from Yalkut), it fits in well, as
follows: *(Please briné) the offspring of David' (bring the
Redemption) and if you say that we are not worthy, nevertheless --
cause it to flourish (bring the Redemption) because we hope for
Your salvation,' and we have the (merit of) hoping. In reward of
this hope, we deserve that you redeem us."

In other words, actively hoping is all-important in bringing

Moshiach.

In Minhagei Baal HaChasam Sofer (5:24) is recorded the

" custom of the celebrated Rabbi Moshe Sofer, known after the name
of his many profound works as the Chasam Sofer (1763-1840), and
revered as the outstanding leader of German and Hungarian Jewry:

"When blessing the New Moon, they would not say the prayer
which is said in our land (i.e., the prayer of Rav, starting
Yehi Ratzon, said in most Central and East European communities),
but only‘Mi She'assa Nissim: and he would be particular about this/
that they say ‘He will speedily redeem us, saying that this is the
main intention of the prayer, for the Redemption itself does not
depend upon our prayer, since we have been promised it by G-d.

“Likewise in grace after meals, he would be particular to

A
say, knd he (Eliahu HaNovi), should speedily announce good tidings

(adding the word *speedily® not usually included in the prayer-
»
book texts), because the tidings themselves don®™s depend upon

prayer since they are written (and already promised) in Scripture.,"
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This same custom and reason is recorded in Darkei Chaim ¢h~
-_____,______

/;»/7 C. [Aéfﬁv

Veshalonm 474(?2#%' 4 o
renston sradidf L I

The saintly leader 0f Lithuaniad Jewry in our own century,
Rabbi Yisroel Meir HaCohen, (1839-1933), renowned as the Chofetz
Chaim after his great Hﬁlachic work, is recorded as saying (Sichos

Chofetz Chaim ch, 14, see also at length Kuntres Tzipisa Lishua):

"We must ask for the Redemption as a worker (demands) wages
for his work -- if he doesn't demand it, there is no (Ha%%chic)
obligation to give him, Likewise should we demand the Redemption,"

According to all these great authorities, we see that actively

hoping, praying and demanding that Moshiach come and the Beis

HaM&kdash be rebuilt, play a vital role in bringing the ultimate
Redemption.

These quotat1ons and others like: them demonstrate how deeply
engrained in our Torah is the crucial importance for us to actively

hope and demand the Geula (Redemption) in order to bring Moshiach,

Many Jews, even Torah-scholars, seem unaware of these sources which
are authoritative and even have Halachic implications, as noted,
It is our urgent duty to spread awareness of these sources,
and the Torah-attitude underlying them, among ala SZWS we can reach,
The more Jews actively hoping and demanding that Moshiach come,
the faster will his arrival materialize7as these sources indicate,
But '"charity starts at home," as the saying goes. We will be
more effective when we thoroughly convince ourselves to live with the
constant hope iiMoshiach, when we breathe Moshiach, wake up with
Moshiach,and go to sleep with Moshiach., The concept of Moshiach
must become real to us in our everyday lives, till we, too, constantly

ask: ‘Ad mossai —- How much longeri" Why, Hashem, don't You bring

Moshiach now"i
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THE RAMBAM'S ACCOMPLISHMENT fCéL/

by

! [244; Daniel Goldberg

"From Moshe (Rabbeinu) to Moshe (ben Maimon), there aros¢ none like

Moshe!"

Of the galaxy of towering Torah authorities durihg the

past 1500 years since the Talmud was compiled, the RgM?aM stands )
in a class of his own. Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon,(ilé%—fgaéi'—— )
known to the non-Jewish world as Maimonides —-- ﬁas had an impact

upon all subsequent generations that is unique.

His Moreh HaNevuchim ("Guide for the Perplexed") has
profoundly impressed philosophers and intellectuals, while his
medical manuscripts (published in recent years) command great
respect among experts on medicine. His Sefer HaMitzvos has been
the standard brief work detailing all 613 Torah commands, while
his Commentary on the Mishna has explained basic Talmudic principles
to laymen and scholar alike,

But it has been the RaMBaM's Halachic code, Mishne Torah
(also known as Yad HaChazaka), that has left the deepest impression
upon the life of ourﬂﬁftion. Whereas his other works were
written in Arabic -~ popular spoken language of his day -- and
suffer somewhat in translation from the flowery style of that
language, Mishne Torah is written in a delightfully clear and
terse free-flowing Hebrew that makes it a pleasure to study.

And Mishneh Torah is the only Halachic work covering all laws
of the entire Torah.

In fact, Mishne Torah was the most ambitious Halachic
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undertaking ever attempted, With utmost respect for their true
Torah greatness, none of our most outstanding Gedolei Yisrael

(Torah giants) throughout the generations evér tried, ;g{ a;gﬁe |
succeeded, in producing amy work agg;gacﬁing }Ilf ,é fr‘(‘ 2 dﬂék?

Most other early Torah works, even works of Halacha
(Torah-law), tend to concentrate upon the Talmud, the principal
written source of Torah Sheb'al Peh (the body of Torah transmitted
by oral tradition through the generations since G-d's revelation
at Mount Sinai), These worksieither explained the Talmud,
which is no easy study -- as did RaShI (1040-1104) -- or else they
condensed the Talmud's lengthy discussions but kept its original
order, presenting just its practical outcomes and Halachic
decisions -~ as did Rabbi Yitzchak AlFasi ("RIF" -- 1013-1103),
Others who followed a plan similar to that of the RIF, while
adding later Halachic decisions, include the ROSh (Rabbeinu
Asher ben Yechiel, c, 1250-1327) and the "Mordechai' (Rabbi
Mordechai ben Hillel, c. 1240-1298),

Even those Rishonim (early Torah-authorities) who composed
collections of Halachic decisions which do not retain the Talmudic
order but follow instead a thematic division of material, usually
concentrate only upon specific areas of Halacha -- laws of

damages, marital relations and so on -- and-are far from compre-

-hensive-,

Besides RaMBaM's Mishne Torah, the most comprehensive of
all Halachic codes is undoubtedly the Arbaa Turim (known as "Tur')
by Rabbi Yaakov (c.1275-1340), son of the ROSh, upon which is
based the Sh&ﬁbhan Aruch, Yet the Tur includes only Torah laws

"3
that apply today, not those’@pply only when we have the
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Beis HaMikdash (Sanctuary in Jerusalem)., It also provides
divergent Halachic opinions, often leaving it to the student of
his work -- who may not always be qualified -- to render his
own Halachic decision, Together with the basic commentary Beis
Yosef by Rabbi Yosef Karo (14£3 -1575_) and other standard
commentaries, the Tur is an essential reference work upon which
an expert Rav bases his Halachic decisions. But it is f;fvfrbm
a practical Halacha handbook for the layman. And the Shulchan
Aruch itself, Rabbi Yosef Kafo's monumental summary of the
practical Halachic decisions of the Tur and of his own Beis
Yosef commentary, following the order of the Tur -- a summary
which was intended as such a practical handbook, and which is

the basis of our Halachic practice to this day —-- does not ¥

quite approach RAMBaM!'s Mishne’ Torah either in clarity of | ‘\U
/
language or in Systematic ppésentation (although he often quotes / ;
RaMBaM almost fvord for wor 6. f 77
? V;h%%?E/
Only Mishne Torah embraces all details of all Torah 1aws,vy-ijﬁk
Tap

As the RaMBaM himself writes in his Introduction: "I have decided,/”;f’
e J

to bring togetﬁer (Halachic) results clarified from all these réuY

(Talmudic) works...laws of the Torah, all in clear language and
succinct style, so that the entire Oral Torah be arranged in ﬁ%x¢f" :
orderly fashion for everyone, with no discussion...statements‘ A
clear, logical and correct according to the outcome which can
be deduced from all these (Talmudic) works and commentaries
since the time of Rabbeinu HaKadosh (Rabbi Yehuda HaNassi,

compiler of the Mishna, 2nd-3ed centuries) until now. In this

way, all the laws will be revealed to young and old....In other
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words, in order that one need no other work at all of Torah law,
There will only be this work which gathers the entire Oral Torah,
with all (Rabbinic) laws, customs and prohibitions enacted from
the time of Moshe Rabbeinu until the compilation of the Talmud,
as explained for us by the Geonim in all their works which they
composed after the Talmud was compiled,

"Therefore I have called this work Mishne Torah ('Repe-
tition of the Torah! -- see Devarim 17:18) because one can
read the Written Torah (Five Chumashim) first, and afterwards
read this work and know from it the entire Oral Torah,
without having to read any other book in between,"

It took the RaMBaM ten years to complete this monumental
accomplishment, "toiling day and night...bringing together
(similar) topics widely separated," as he wrote to a contemporary,
Immediately, Mishne Torah attracted enormous attention. Even
those like RAVaD (Rabbi Avraham ben David of Posquieres, Provence,
€,1120-1197, who criticized some of RaMBaM's Halachic decisions
or even general aspects of the whole work, recognized the
greatness of his accomplishment in assembling and classifying
all details of many otherwise obscure Halachic areas,

However, RaMBaM's dream that his Mishne Torah be accepted
as the supreme final Halachic code of world Jewry did not
materialize., Firstly, before the advent of printing, all Torah
works were available only in manuscript form, It is evident
from many Halachic decisions of the RaMBaM that his text of the
Talmud differed in a number of places from today'’s printed texts—
which are based upon manuscripts that were prevalent in Europe,

particularly Italy and Northern Europe, and which took into
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consideration the textual comments of RaShI and other respected
commentaries. European Torah-authorities, accustomed to viewing
the texts in their own possession as more accurate, naturally
disagreed with RaMBaM's decisions which we now know (or deduce)
were based upon vai;ant readings.

Secondly, theﬂblﬁ}é&ly criticized his omission of source-
references, RaMBaﬁ, in his desire to present a final and easily
accessible code of practical Halacha which any Jew could consult
without difficulty, decided t§ leave out any extra material,
however important, Whatever does not directly concern Torah-law

he omitted. Mgﬂf 1scu331ons leading to the
final law—de01s1ons, even the dlrect sources to the laws he

L‘u,w yr >

quotes, are not included, Later the RaMBaM himself regretted
this omission, complaining in a létter that he himself would
sometimes forget his sources, '"Although it will be a lot of
work," he wrote, he hoped to prepare a supplementary work
tracing all his sources not explicitly found in their natural
place where the laws are discussed in the Talmud,

Unfortunately, his busy schedule never allowed him time

&

S
)

for this. Although he and his son Rabbi Avraham,in their letters

let us know a few of his sourges, the bulk of this task was left
to future generatipns. An important element in all the hundreds
of commentaries on Mishne Torah is the search to discover and
identify RaMBaM's sources, Whole works have been written for
this sole purpose. The major work on the subject is Mar'ei
Mekomos (Brooklyn, 1984, with subsequent supplementé) prepared

by the scholars of the Central Lubavitcher Kollel (Graduate

58
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School) at the behest of the Rebbe, shlita. This invaluable
reference work collects,from hundreds of major and minor works

(many of them rare and not available to most Torah-scholars),

all identified sources to the RaMBaM's decisions, thus fulflllln

Meanwhile, though, the lack of source-references prevented
other contemporary and later Torah-authorities from conducting
a%geagdhed argument with RaMBaM's decisions, which often conflicted
with their own understanding‘of the Talmud or other sources.

In many cases, RaMBaM based hlS decision upon yesponsa and

of Bawel ( \%(om )
commentaries of the Geonlm“ or of Spanish and North African

authorl Z %Euch as Rabbeinu Chananel (passed away c, 1055),

Rabb ‘Y tzchak ibn Migash (1077- 1141)7and his own father Rabbi
Maimon., These works and decisions were at that time mostly
unknown in France and Germany, where Torah-scholars had their
own strong traditions of Talmudic commentary and Halachic
decisions and customs.

Furthermore, although all Jewish communities in the
Moslem lands, from Persia in the east to Morocco and Spain in the
west, shared a common tradition of Halachic practice and
approach to Talmudic learning derived from the heritage of
the Geonim and their Torah academies in Bavel,
there remained occasional differences even within these lands
in regional practice and Halachic decisions. RaMBaM's decisions
usually reflect those he received from his teachers and their
teachers in turn -- all living in Spain or North Africa, Since

he came down on the side of Spanish or North African practice,
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there were objections to specific points of Halacha in RaMBaM's

code even among Torah-scholars in the Middle Eastern lands{TkaAWﬁ
particularl?ﬁ?n Bavel, where the pride of its one-time glory

and ascendancy as worldjcqusiwgg Halachic decision &Mrdy"ﬂﬂﬂudgtumi
(ieonic times still remained strong.

As a result, Mishne Torah was not accepted as fully
binding,, ?pf oply among European Jewry}égz‘even among 59 W&
sections of Eastern ("Sefardic")‘ngrf.

Yet there are still mén§ bréctical advantages to study
of RaMBaM's Mishne Torah, First, it is probably the code most gﬁm\

quoted by later Rishonim. Second, it set a standard
in methodology, presentation and clarity of language for all
later codes (none of which, however, managed to surpass it in
any of these), Third, together with the codes of RIF and ROSh,
Mishne Torah is one of the three '"pillars of law-decision' upon
which the Halachic decisions of the Shulchan Aruch -- basis of
today's practical Halacha -- are grounded, Furthermore,
because RIF and ROSh are based upon the Talmud and reflect its
difficult Aramaic language, the Shulchan Aruch often naturally
follows RaMBaM's clear Hebrew presentation of the laws almost
word for word with little modification, Mishne Torah is thus,
in many ways, the primary source of practical Halacha today.

In fact, even a young child studying almost any passage
in Mishne Torah (or having the simple meaning of the words
translated for him) understands from it the Halacha exactTy as

it now applies in practice in the vast majority of cases, And

in many areas, particularly laws which apply only after Moshiach

comes, Mishne Torah remains the accepted final authority.
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Above all, RaMBaM's Mishne Torah remains the only
Halacha~-code to present in easily accessible form all details
of all 613 Mitzvos, In fact, this is what Gedolei Yisrael,
the great Torah-leaders of later generations, referred to when
they pronounced: "From Moshe (Rabbeinu) to Moshe (ben Maimon),
there arose none like Moshe."

At first glance this statement seems difficult to accept.
Between Moshe Rabbeinu, who brought the Jewish people out of
Egypt and received the Torah from G-d on Mount Sinai, and the
RaMBaM, there intervened a span of two and a half thousand
years. During this period our greatest spiritual mentors

lyand Torah-Sages flourished.

Awfigéz\yggé)tﬁé‘Nevi'im ("prophets"), whose Nevua was an
exalted level of Divine revelation that ceased once the second
Beis HaMikdash was built. They were followed by the Anshei
Knesses HaGedola (the 120 "Men of the Great Assembly'"), who
established the basic form of our prayers and other important
Rabbinical enactments (like Muktze) which deeply affect our
lives as Jews to this day, Then came the Zugos, five generations
of successive '"pairs' of outstanding Torah-leaders of the
Jewish people during most of the period of the second Beis
HaMikdash., There followed the Tannaim, hundreds of renowned
Sages mentioned in the Mishna; then the Amoraim, hundreds more
who are mentioned in the Talmud (Bavli and Yerushalmi); the
Rabbanan Sevurai after the Talmud Bavli was completed; and
the Geonim, deans of the Babylonian Torah-academies during the
next 500 years, Finally there were the early Rishonim, Torah

luminaries like Rabbeinu Gershom (c. 960—1040) and RaShI,

»/\/ﬂ//a i /Qa/;/ » wcwﬂd‘ Z/:ﬂ XL/ “ 4 engerr ( uﬁ/ &/fm LAuUA a/
n(’/’ Z&,g%, 4 cyé,aruf d-Aen % crads o5 "d/u" Lizelto EAL ,,Wa Loz
/{&m ey M‘/C{LA&JA‘ m‘}L Pz bﬂ{ *v‘"é/“» Edriie
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Rabbeinu Chananel and RIF, and the first Baalei Tosfos,
disciplies of RaShI,

All these preceded RaMBaM and (except for the Northern
European Sages like Rabbeinu Gershom, RaShI and their disciples,
whose teachings apparently did not reach him) were revered

by him as_authoriftative sources for his works, Was RaMBaM A\

oh agif;p greater-than all these?

Yet, if great Torah-leaders expressed and approved thlﬁ-
dpda Sovs

saying, the RaMBaM must indeed have se;paSSedwall orah—glants

of p;gcéding generatipm% in at least qgeif

which he alone of all of them can be compared to Moshe Rabbeinu,

1cial arex, in

The Rebbe, shlita, who asked this question, . answers
as follows: Unique about Moshe Rabbeinu was that he alone
received the entire Torah from G-d and transmitted it to the
whole Jewish people. '"These are the laws that you shall set
before them'" (Shmos 21:1) -- "like a set table, ready for one
to eat" (RaShI, from Mechilta), He made all 613 Mitzvos with
all their practical details readily accessible to all the
Children of Israel, During their 40 years in the desert, Moshe
was the source from whom all learned how to fulfill all commands
of G-d.

During subsequent generations there were always great Torah
teachers who became repositories of the entire body of Torah
learning, But none\ggéithewprlvilege of-making the entire
Torah accessible to a1%<{EW§ as had Moshe Rabbeinu, A}/all

tlmes, there wgre other scholars and even ordlnary JQWS who

had fecelved the tradition from their teachers and/éathers
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before them, who had in turn received’the tradition from
previous generat;ons all the way /ﬂck to Moshe,

994% Qne outstanding Torah-leader during those 2500
years 1nterven1ng/g;ﬁe anywhere near 9Bmpet1ng with this

unique attainménts , Rabbi Yehuda HaNassi, known as Rabbeinu

N

o /
:;:>\ HaKadosh gjpur Holy Teacher") -- an ancestor of RaMBaM --
3 assembled most laws of the Oral Torah in concise form and

N E

gave us the Mishna, basis of the Talmud and of all subsequent

Halachic development, This landmark accomplishment was the
first standard compllatlon of most Torah-laws in systematic

Sl
\form, Xet the Mlshna wak never intended to be used alone

J
)

| as a practical Halacha reference, W{ﬁhout the explanatlons

A

/
! and additional dlscussions of the Talmud it is 1ncomp1ete,

3 Many details of Torah-law are mentioned only 1n the Talmud
GBavliwor~¥eru§hﬁlmi) or-Midrashim (particulaily the. “"Halachig'
M-drashim-like Mechilta, Sifra and Sifre). Furthe&more,,the
Mishna occaéﬁonally brlngs laws out of context (ﬂlbelt for
excellent reésons), making it difficult to consﬁlt as/ ‘a
practical code excegﬂ/for one thoroughly conversant w1th it,

The fi¥st—and only one since Moshe Rabbeinu to present
the entire Torah, all details of all 613 Mitzvos in readily
accessible form for all Jews, was the RaMBaM, The crystal-

clear Hebrew of Mishne Torah is understandable even to a young 0L
)

qbfld familiar with the language (and was in fact widely studied

in Sefardi lands as_a practical study text even by young 5tujh

?Ei;d?en). From all the aforementioned authoritative works --

Mishna, Talmudim, Midrashim, Geonim, Rishonim -- it was RaMBaM
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who assembled all relevant material to give a lucid and total
picture of the entire body of Jewish practice during all eras,
in a logical systematic order uamatched-anywhere:-in-the entire
~Torah.-literature-of-all-time,

It was to this supreme accomplishment of the RaMBaM that
the greatest Torah leaders referred when they compared him
alone,Jeiaaiimau;f%llustrious Torah-~luminaries, to Moshe
Ra.bbeinu3 &b@mthggé;two a}pﬁe, 6f.all Torah-leaders of all

\generations§ brought the entire Torah to all Jews,

Y - . P
T be continwgd p'n
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(H THIRTY YEARS

LA ACN W /P széwwfw{(‘/j

"And it happened, after thirty years..." So begins the pr

Ag\ tical book of Yechezkel and the celebrated mystical vision known#as

Q e Maaseh Merkava. It was thirty years since a remarkable event of

such seminal importance that the prophet fixes the date of his Divine
revelation from that time, A Sefer Torah had been found in the Beis
Humikdash (€ommentatid¥s say it was the original one written by Moshe

out —_
Rabbenu himself) and was reudrto King Yoshiahu. VWhen we-heard the

frightful punishments forecast for those who do not follow in G=d's
pathlzéL the Tochacha (Devarim 28,15-68) :~\ he was so deeply moved
that he set in motion a Teshuva movement of unprecedented scope,
destroying all the widespread idolatrous cults then prevalent in his
kingdom and successfully exhorting his people to return to G-d.

"Like him there has no king beforc him who returned to G-d with all

his heart, soul and might, in accordance with the whole Torah of Moshe,
nor did there later arise onc like him" (Melachim I& 23,25).

This Teshuva movement was unfortunately destined to be only too
shortlived., The people did not live up to their king's exhortqtions
and their misdeeds ultimately brought about the tragic destruction of
the Beis HaMikdosh, symbol of the Bivine Presence among His Chosen
People. Yet it had not been in vain. Yoshiahu's spiritu;l revolution
had given the Jewish people the moral strength it nceded to reé-establish

b TP U
a ﬂhiniagATofhh Bommunity in Bavel (Babylon), that was eventually able
to produce its cwowning achicvement - the Talmud Bavli, which remains
Shebgal
till the present day the basis of Torah ShoeBd#l Pch, of Jewish study

and practice.

Yeehezkel was the first prophet of Golus: "aAnd I am in the midst
of ‘the exile." His vision was so profouand that hhe term Maaseh Merkava
irs—of
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is often used as a virtual syunonym for tic entire Jewish Mystical
literature, containing as it does some of the most exalted concepts
of the Torah, as explained in Kabbala and Chassidus, And, e¢ven

before describing his vision, he cmphasizes that it took place

“after thirty years.';><;
* *

Thirty years have passed for us, too, since a momentous event.

*® * *

When the previous Lubavitcher Rebbe (of blessed memory) passed away

in 1959, it must have coue as a terrible shock. Truae, he

pnﬁf~h@alih.$o*»mahymyewrs:'ant,_{Eming just five years after the
conclusion of a Holocaust of such devastating proportions, that had
wiped away in a mere half-dozen years ali the Torah centers of world
Jewry, his passing-away secemed, G-d fu;bid, like one more nail in the
coffin of Torah Judaism. The one great Tzaddik whom the Almighty, in
His Infinite Mercy, had sent to these shores to demonstrate that "America
is not different," who had successfully gegun to develop America as a
fortress of Torah, had now passed avay. y
7 Aend

"The passing-awey of Tzaddikim atones (for thefdins of their
generation)", our sages tell us. But cven the young Chassidim whem
the Rebbe had inspired to become his emissarics to ggrious Jewish
communities, where they had begun to establish schools in the true
spirit of Torah tradition, even they must heve experienced a shudder
as they wondered to themselves&—guhu_HAMJA,_oﬁwpﬁssib4ywcongd,,proxiée
xhavinéﬁi?ifiég‘go continue the sacred work he had initiated. Who
can imagine their despair? Just as the work had begun to gain momentum,
wien a decade of relentless toil wvas beginning to bear fruit, it seemed
that all would be nipped in the budee.

* * * * *
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"And it happened, after thirty years..."

A very different picture presents itself: a movement that is
literally worldwide, that has ceijars and representatives in almost
every Jewish community on the g&ihe that constantly sets the pace

Cinctlatipes
for countless new }A&tﬁatidns for sirengthening Torah Judaism in
numbers of adherents and intensity of observance, that has had some
degree of beneficial Torah influence, direct or indirect, on millions
of our fellow=-Jews, perhaps even the majority of world Jewry, whether
they actually realize it or not. )

The passing-~away of the previous Rebbe was a tragic event.

AR ORI

It could, hwﬁ7~been, G-d forbxd?:lhz end. It needed a Tzaddlk of
outstandléﬁ greatness, a Rebbe as Chabad Chassidus ex“1~1ns the concept
of a Rebbe, to transform it into a begxnnlng. The despair and potential
loss of heart that could have resulted from the tragic event were
transformed into renewed inspiration. Anyounce studying the Sichos
of the present Bebbe Shlitu, from the early years of his leadership,

—“CM(TMW aw
sees a constantly«rﬁeﬂ!’iﬂg theme: the passing-sway of the previous
Rebbe, though emotion.lly shattering to his followers, must be utilized
for redoubling their efforts to fulfill the mission ne entrusted to
them and the expectations he still has of them.

A-building with}di foundations cannot stun%} And a foundation,
however strong, w%ﬁﬁout a building to stand upoﬁ it has no practical
use., The agchitéét who establish&gﬁthe firm foundation, and the

Erockun bt
architect who- s the magnificent cd1f1ce,\deserve equal credlt.

New we beygin
We gcan- Bow see, in retrospect, the greatness of the foundations laid

by the previous Rebbe, and how indispensable they were to the flowering

f’f’ “Tovudh

of, Chassidus anmd-Torah bhere and throughont the world. And thirty
years are long enough to view in perspectivqy the 7rcatness of the

edifice erectedohw_ihe~p'oaamug

* * 3 S
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In a famous Sicha, the RebbekL?hlitu, has explained how the
thirty-year span of leadership of the previous Rebbe can be divided
inbo threelsepurute,decude-long eras of work with Hesiras Nefesh
(self-sacrifice)for Toragf and Chassidus in three widely differing
areas.

The first ten years involved a courageous struggle for perpeb-
uating and sitrengthening Judaism in an aﬁ;istic, totalitarian lend,

W AGAE

a struggle wader coupletely overwhelming odds, in which he was,-
amazingly, successful. Although arrested and condemned, he was
eventually relcasced and aldowed to leave the country, but not before
he had set an example of practical heroism to the thousands of his

The USE
followers. Even after leaving‘\in 1927, he spent the last few yecars
of the decade in raising funds for his brethren in that country and m
arousing world sympsathy for theic plight.

W . X :

The second ten years, weee spent,,first in Latvia for a short
period and then in Poland, the land then containing the largest
concentration of religious Jews in the world. Here was a broad field
for re-establishing Chabad Chassidus and founding Chabad Yeshivos,

had tu‘,rvn.l‘.vlieg"l\ﬁ wh exglone
of which a fdourishing networkdexisted by the end of the decade.

72
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All this unfortunately came to an end in 1939. When the Rebbe

was forced to leave Europe and start all over again in the New World,
now wirkly fin the USA bt
it seemed thatgall was lost. Hewre he had a tiny handful of followers,

who were often themselves discouraged by the barren ground America
("ﬂﬂe’mvzgw# epeless_evdgons ke dnccund
seemed to represent. Yet despite his dismal state cf\hea]th,’he refused
the Labbe

to lose heart. He foresaw that America would now have to replace
the lost Torah-centers of Europe,and he determined to ensmre that this
land be a worthy successor.

The three lands represented vastly different areas of Torah-effort.
Russia was a land w‘b{‘e Torah was being forcibly suppressed by a

anthe ot hoad

ruthless regimey, Polandyvas a land where opportunities for Torah

Al
Judaism and development of Chabad Chassidus seemed limitless ., white
America was a land where the world's largest single Jewish community
catastrophlialf

had lapsedy to--a—eatastrophic—extent in its Torah-observance.

In each of these differing spiritual climates, the previous Rebbe
threw himself into the work at hand with the fullest degree of Mesiras

And
Nefesh commensurate to the verying environments. «I—n cach he was
successful to a incredible extent, fmwd the effects of his work
Leaviing

in each area hav-e.,_p.i,a,ee—g their indelible mark upon the face of the
modern Jewish world.

Perceptive observers-of the Soviet Jewish scene will agree that

Wmc,(l«w"f-vﬂ' dew
the spark of Jewishness kept alive there by the previous Rebbe, and
WW{ wa “4«6‘&%/5 ﬁ{((wtw,uv\*:bw Songly

his followers,\ irs—the s+n-gle greatestpcontributing factor to the
present resurgence of Jewish consciousness among Soviet Jewry today.
The effects of the second decade of—~work-can be seen in the dozens of
graduates of Chabed Yeshivos in Poland who were savéd from the Holocaust

to re-establish Chabad Yeshivos and centers in other lands.

gAnd the third decade was the prelude %o the thirty years that
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followed —---~the foundations laid then have new grown by leaps and

bounds into the tall edifice we see today.

* * * * * * *

Sowminhat vot

iy
It is difficult to make :\v:’sit.zilar division in the three decades

-:,,V"And it happened, after thirty ycars..." the heavens opened and
I saw visions of G-d." Three decades have passed since a happening
of dramatic consequences, one that could (G-d forbid) have endangered
the entire upward course of xddishkge\t since World War TI. Instead,

it was tra.nsformcde T‘zgmlxk, the present Hehbe_, Shlxta,

into an even greater source of spiritual energy to inspiwé the

previous Rebbe's followers to proceed to ever higher goals: ;," -
These thirty years have shown us what it is possible to achieve
through hard work and firm determination. To bring Moshiach no longer
seems such a dream. The age-old ycarning for Moshiach is constantly
kept alive by the ltebbe, Shlita, whé is also pointing the way to its

\AMC (,\L(,’MI\’"LN\ v 7/ o . . {,n ~ ¢
ultimate fulfillment. ‘W,Q ,,ltew\, Mol came after 'Uuw,z}/ Yoo ;S0 wany S8 e by
J J

To parapirase the pmayer of Yaakov Avinu: "May he who said

"Enough' to uil world, say 'Enough' to Jewish woes" - surely the time
oo whinndy
has come for "the heavens to be opened” that we may see,"visions of G- d"

ke Yot igs o of s pavsdedd, 10w (and eplicned of Lyt (/M.u] it

M“itiéé’\YechezkelA"aaA—Mﬂ grmtﬁn.)_-wn;&!x(\t]u speedy comlng of Moshiach

Tudk%u.
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