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WE TRAVEL TO EDUCATE
Moshe Feller

I'11 begin my account of West Coast experiences by telling of a%uttle
inecident ﬁhich occurred while we were in Los Angeles., We were cruising along
one of the main thoroughfares of L,A,, mooahchmer being driven by a close friend
of mine from Torah Vodaath, when suddenly our ecar, after stopping for a red light,
refused to start! We felt a bit self conscious as the cars started by-passing
us, their drivers yelling all sorts of remarks., But it was no joke! We were
hurrying to make an appointment and, try as he would, my friend just couldn't
start the car, The battery was dead. "You wait here while I go to call the
AAA,," he said as he started out of the car, The only thing which composed
us a bit, as we looked at our watches and tried not to pay attention to the
by-passing vociferous motorists, was our stfong belief that surely Hashgocho
P'rotice (Divine Personal Providence) had caused us to become stalled on
Fairfax Aw}enue. (The firm belief that everything which occurs to oneself, as
insignificant as it may seem, is Divinely Motivated to be utilized in the serving
of G=d is a fundamental teaching of the Ba.ai Shen Tov,)

As my mind was pondering this thought, and I'm sure Asher's was too, I
noticed a littie fellow ambitiously going about his newspaper selling, yelling
very loudly, "Get your evening paper, Get your evening paper." "The kid's
got a Yiddishe Chain (charm)," I said to Asher, "He can't be more than ten or
eleven years old," "I wonder," remarked Asher, "why the kid has to sell papers.
The family must be very poor, or socmething," "Buy an evening paper mister,"
said the 1little boy, smiling, as he approached our wix;dow. "We'll take one,"
reﬁlieq Azéhem'. "Are you Jewish, son?" I queried of the lad, "Yes," snapped
the little boy, proudly. "What's your Jewish name?" I asked, "Dovid!" he answered.
"Do you go to Hebrew School?" asked Asher. "No, my parents won't send me, They
say it costs too much money." I reached over to the back seat of the car where
our cases were and gave; the little boy a "Talks and Tales". "Gee, thanks," said
Dovid, running off to 2 motorist who had beckoned for a paper, After he finished
the row of irritated motorists he came back to our stalled car. It was obvious
that Dovis had taken a liking ‘to us, Meanwhile, Asher had gone out to direct traffic
get by our stalled Chevy. It was some sight, A Merkoz Sholiach turned traffic
copll! (A1l in the line of duty.)

When Dovid came back he was not alone, A youth of about thirteen accbmpanied

him, "This is my brother," said Dovid happily. I asked him his Jewish name,




( ’ ” ”
1 QR VIPPONP ,TMBNLD ,R”DWN 2K DN 2710

-2

"Chune," replied the lad. "Do you go to Hebrew School?" "No," was the reply.
"Do you put on tephillin?" "I didn't even have a Bar Mitzva," answered Chune
very disheartedly, "Maybe if you'd come over to our house you could convince
our pare:;'ts to send us to Hebrew School," snapped Dovid eagerly! "Give me your
address and I'11 try to make it to your house," I replied, giving the boys some
more of our literature, "Here, take some of these and read them," I said,
Finally, the A,A.A, turned up and TOWED our car to a quieter section where
the battery was recharged. I told my friedd of what had transpired, adding,
"Let's hope that the stalled battery will bring good fortune to Dovid and Chune,"
"I wonder what kind of parents those boys have, They look typically American,
creweuts, dungarees and all, yet they lmew their Jewish names as soon as we
asked them," I remarked to Asher. The following evening we went to the address
which Dovid had given to us., We were surprised when the mother began to speak to
us in a Polish Yiddish, She was expecting us! She and her husband poured out
their hearts to us relating a story of unfortunate events which had brought them
from the Bromx to L,A, in search £& of a better life,. The mother had a number
on her arm, a souvenir of Aushwitz., "Gleib mir, Ich vill az mein kinder zolin
zien Yiddish," sobbed the mother. éﬁrlnt :yw:ﬂildren 'ho‘ be Jewish!) "But everything'i
gone wrong for us since we arrived in L,A, My husband was in an auto accident and is
unemployed., We simply can't afford to send the boys to a Yeshiva or Talmud Torah,"

"We couldn't even afford to make a Bar Mitazva for our oldest boy," added the father,

We reiterated to the parents that their children's Jewish education was as
important as all their living requirements, We eat.:ﬁlained to them owr mission,
"The Lubavitcher Rebbe worries esmstsmbdy over Jewish children not receiving a
‘Jewish education. He sends us all over to see what we can do to better the circum-
stances of Jews wherever we may find them, We'll speak to the principals of the
different day schools wkth which we come in contact and see if we can persuade them
to take the boys for free," I promised as we took leave ofr them, A |
We spoke to the different principals and Rabbis about the boys, It turned oub,
howewer, thet the problem wasn't the money, but rather that since the boys didn't
even know how to read, there was no place for them in a Yeshiva, We visited the
" parents once again before we left L,A, and informed them of the problem we encountere
while trying to find a school for their sons, "-We must leave Los Angeles now, so
B we've come to say good-bye. We have decided that the best thing would be to have

our friend (our driver) teach the boys until school begins in September. Then he'll
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.Q;continue looking for a Yeshiva for them, By then they'll be ready." We introduced

our friend, a very capable teacher, indeed, to the parents who were overjoyed: to
hear that something was being done for their children,

I received a letter from my Torah Vodaath friend s the son of a very prominent
Rabbi in Los Angeles » informing us that he daily learns with the two boys, having
already taught the older one how to put on tephillin, He informs us that the boys
enjoy the sessions,

The next time your car stalls » look around for Jewish children,



( ” ”
3 N DIP AP ,TBNVD ,X7BWN 2N QMmN 2™

TP r—— —
/ e S e .

<o o]
-

WE_TRAVEL TO EDUCATE
g Moshe Feller

'

I waé rather impressed with two visiteors who rang my>doorbe11 one morning
last week. All types of people ring my bell,in search of different types of
assistance apd enlightenment. These two visitors, however, were different. The
had tome to "enlighten" me. They were lMormon missionaries!

My first impulse ‘was to shut the door on them with and emphatic "Not inter-
ested!" THowever, I was so taken aback by the youth of these missionaires that
I was curious to find out more about their motivation. And so, after informing
them that I was a rabbi, which did not p&gse them one bit, I asked them in. I
was aﬁazed when the older one announced that he is twenty and the Jyounger was
.gixteen. The older boy informed me that he was sent from Utah to recruit
missionaries and train "younger"men in the field. He had taken a leave of abser
from college and was now dedicated to spreading the gospel to all those who care
to hear ite.

"T admire you young #imm fellows," I told them, "When I was in school I di
the same thing. I went around with a colleague trying to interest people in
religion, only I went only to my brethren, the Jews: I fe&l that your trying tc¢
get people to live more noble lives is very praiseworthy.‘ However, you should
1limit your work to gentile;?\aaa o:::qtggihe slum area, where people live in all
types of miserable conditions which reflect in their morals. I am sure you can
be of help to them, but wherever you 1xxnx gsee this little strip of metal on the
doorpost, don't try to gain access, as these people are not, nor should you thir
of them, as candidates. We rabbis will try our best to show the Jewish people
the proper way of life. Okay?" We shock hands and they took leave. :

MIOIVAI TICHAKMEINI MITZVOSECHO (From mine enemies make me wisem in youf
'Mitzvos), says King Dévid in Tehillim. These young boys were going from door t¢
door, visiting hundreds of homes, in hope that<possib¥, one will listen to then,
pogsible one of ten thousand will mmwaexkx convert. How much more so should we
Jews, who were commanded VIOHAVTO LIRAYACHO KOMOCHO, and,in light of the Mishna!
-Dictum "Kol Hemekayaim Nefesh Achas MiYisroel Kieelu Kiyam Olam Moleh" (One who
#ﬁves life to one Jewish mmm¥k soul is as though he had saved the wholé world),




approach the masses of our brethren with the hope of leading them to the path ¢
Torah znd Mitzvos[
Why don't we employ the same tactics that the missiomaries, lehavdil, do?
They ring EVERY doorbell. To them everyone is a potential candidate. ‘Why aren'
all Jews potential candidates in our minds for putting on Tefillin, for Hashrus,
Shabbes, Taharas Hamishpochc,.sending their children to a Yeshiva? Why do we
dismiss our Jewish brethren, saying, "Oh, Mr. So and So, he'd never put on
Tefillin," or "Mrs. So and So wouldn't be a candidate for keeping Kosher in a
-hundréd'yearsy"'etc. Tn a moment we dismiss from our conscience our obligation
to try to reach these lost brethren of ours. Let us learn from the missionariet
that EVERYONE (JEW) IS A CANDIDATE - for keeping the Mitzvos. 5
TQg[lesBon that everyone is a potential practicing Jew we can learn from
another young man who also rang my bell last week - the Fuller brushman. Whilst
he was showing my wife his wares, I entered the room and immediately realized
that 6ur Fuller brushman was Jewish. I asked him if he ever put on RxRfix Rxf®]
Tefillin and was not too surprised when he answered that he did not know what I

was talking about. "I didn't go,the Hebrew school, nor did I ever have a Bar

A
Mitzva," stated the young man. I suggested that while my wife was looking over
his items that he put on Tefillin. After a little coaxing (iie. relling up his

sleeve and putting on the Shel Yad), he repeated the brocho after me and then

" said the Shema. He was soon off to make his next sale.
You are all aware of the tremendous amount of business the Fuller Brush
Gummxam Company does, Why? Because EVERYONE IS A POTENTIAL CANDIDATE.
. Let us do a fabulous amount of business for Hakodosh Beruch Hu, for G-d.
'We will do so if we remember that EVERY JEW, no matter how far from Yiddishkeit

he may be, IS, by all means, A POTENTIAL CANDIDATE.
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SECRETAR|AT of RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
the Lubavitcher Rabbi

770 EASTERN PARKWAY, BROOKLYN 13, N. Y.

B.H.

Rosh Chodesh
Menachem AV, 724
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Neshel U'Bnois Chabad

Blessing and Greeting:

Fnclosed& is a COpY of the Rebbe's ghlita
message to Neshel U'Bnois Chabad, relating to

the present days.

It is hoped that the message will be
read with appropriate interest by all the

members of your group.

With blessing

g
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RABBI MENACHEM M SCHNEERSON INRTIRMIW 271910 MmN
Lubavitch WRMINIP?
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

PIPIRE TIPUDR 770
2P m

HYacinth 3-9250

B.H.
Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av
5724, Brooklym, N.Y.

Neshei u'Bnos Chabad

Blessing and Greetings

As we are now commemorating the sad events which
led to the Destruction of the Beth Hamikdash and the
beginning of the present Exile, it should be remembered
that the purpose of this commemoration is not just to
inflict a sad period upon ourselves, but rather that
we should be reminded and inspired to do all we can to
lessen, and eventually remove altogether, the cause which
brought about the sad events which we are now commemorat=-
ing.

For, as we declare in our prayers, "Because of our
sins we have been exiled from our land." It was the
neglect of the Torah and Mitzvoth, in the daily life and
¥ractice, which resulted in the Destruction and Exile,

herefore efforts to strengthen and spread the observance
of the Torah and Mitzvoth in the daily life will hasten
the complete Redemption through our righteous Moshiach
and, as promised, these sad days will be transformed into
days of jove

With blessing W) QLQ/\/\WY)
A ]
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTIIRIW 27190 1mn

Lubavitch BRNMINATD
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

PIPIRE TIPBOR 770
HYacinth 3-9250 RN L]

By the Grace of G-d
Tth of Elul, 5729
Broeoklyn, N, Y,

Mrs, Mindel Feller

Blessing and Greethg:

I duly received your letter of the 2nd day of Rosh
Chodesh Elul, as well as your previous correspondence,

In the matter of medical treatment, you should fol=-
low the concurring opinion of two specialists, for #n
4 gane the treatment has special effectiveness abso from
the viewpoint of the Shulchan Aruch,

May G-d, "The Healer of all flesh Who works wondrous-
ly," lead you in the way that is truly good for you in the
above as well as in all your affairs, including also those
connected with the spreading and strengthening of Yiddishe
keit in your environment, May G-d grant that you should
have goed news to report,

No doubt you know about the significance of the month
of Elul as explained by the illustration of the "king in
the field" by the Alter Rebbe, The month-of Elul, the
Alter Rebbe explains, is the time when G-d is particularly
accessible and benevolent and gracious, as a king is when
he .goes out inte the field to meet his subjects, For at such
a time even the common laborer can approach the king in his
work clothes, and the way he is present to the king a person=-
al petition which the king accepts graciously and grants the
request. I trust you will take the fullest advantage of
this auspicious time,

Wishing you and yours a Kesivo vaChasimo Tovo,

With leSSingww{izlﬁllﬂV%yﬂx
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON ™'

Lubavitch o >
770 EASTERN PARKWAY~
BROOKLYN 13, N. Y. vi

Neshei U'Bnois Chabad

c¢/0 Mrs M, Feller
1404 Washburn N,
Minneapolis, Minn.



Thank you for joining in our Simcha!
Feller and Shmotkin Families



