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The Kallah’s zeide, Reb Berl Junik was zoche to be meshamesh bakodesh for close
to 50 years. His connection began when many chassidim were leaving the USSR with
false Polish documents and he was paired up with Rebbetzin Chana and was
registered as her son. After learning in Yeshiva in France, Reb Berl arrived along with
a group of 4 Russian bachurim in the month of Shvat 5710 in the United States. They
were zoche to have yechidus with the Rebbe Rayatz on Sunday, 4 Shvat.

-

After Yud Shvat 5710, he was quickly

C{L_, 2% el 1059

. el S enn A1 iAs W
niskarev to the Rebbe. He would speak K (220 0 wow) (T v T e
. . . (1R oYy PKJ YN 5713 KN )8 m\,.)auf ey =rdl
with the Rebbe frequently, both within LN Y8k Gpun jisec ek a Oyl oliokGry e
. ,G>|ner Pu@ 9K ),nml
the framework of yechidus and on many AR TR WY e ai i e se o
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other occasions as well. Moreover, his B 17 1)) Aok @y s Gyl Toyboyie
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role in assisting members of the Rebbe’s YO NI B pyny ) yjyere ot Gt o e
nya oydY Ge'\l L0 P13 y&ly Gy o o ()Y"‘Ij%n &
family, like the Rebbetzin and the o o e 1S Ers ey oy
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Rebbe’s mother, guaranteed regular OIS S oraean (ke Lyt e
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interaction with the Rebbe. He kept foiss

L 1343188b B

detailed records of those conversations, 320~
320~ X B3u70616 B
some of which appear here, a number of 3 5 - I 12us02007 5
3 s - N s30781940

them for the first time. From these diaries
a portrait of the unique involvement of

the Rebbe in his life becomes abundantly |

clear. It is almost appropriate to state B

that the Rebbe seemed to fill the role of a parent to a certain extent. No subject was too
big or too small, and indeed the Rebbe conducted quite often rather detailed
discussions concerning whatever was occurring in Reb Berl’s life at the time. The Rebbe
radiates extraordinary care and concern, conveying the Rebbe’s attitude of

responsibility for Reb Berl in every area.

We are publishing here selected excerpts from his personal diary. He used this diary
to record words from the Rebbe to him on various occasions over the years. As is well

known, our father and grandfather merited a special relationship with the Rebbe, who
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drew him close and guided him like a father to his son.

A significant portion of the diary has already been published in various
commemorative booklets over the years, but what is special about the diary excerpts
being published here for the first time is that we can learn from them about the Rebbe’s
interest in the personal details of his life—his health, his family members, and detailed
guidance with regard to managing his livelihood and similar matters. We hope the

reader will find them useful in developing a greater hiskashrus with the Rebbe.

The excerpts from Reb Berl’s diary which appear in this teshura, have been faithfully
transcribed in Yiddish from the original manuscript. However, while attempting to
remain as loyal as possible to the original, the English translation does take liberties in
its attempt to make the conversations more readable and possess a smoother flow in
another language; thus, the translation places an emphasis on a conversational tone,
and cannot be construed as a word-for-word rendition. Some explanatory phrases have
been added in brackets, but many words were added in the main text for the sake of
clarity as well. Those who wish to quote the Rebbe’s words should do so only from the
Yiddish.

A few other points about the nature of these recorded conversations: Some
conversations don’t appear here in their complete form; pieces which are not of a public
nature or are not relevant to the theme of this teshura were omitted. It is also possible
that some elements of the original discussion were never recorded in the first place.
Reb Berl does not include much of his responses to the Rebbe’s questions except in a

few instances; they can often be inferred from the Rebbe’s side of the conversation.

The original Hebrew text was prepared for print by his grandson, Rabbi Eliyahu
Junik, the Rebbe’s emissary to Burlington, Vermont. Thanks also to another
grandson, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Mondshine, the Rebbe’s emissary in Smolensk,
Russia, and his son, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Mondshine, for their help in
preparing this booklet. The translation presented herein was prepared by Rabbi Eli

Baron.
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EREV SHABBOS AND EREV PESACH, 5711

Have a kosher and happy Pesach. Have a healthy summer and success in your
studies and fear of Heaven. You must start thinking about settling down [with

family life].

M7 LRPYN T AR Dman 't L0727 0 A oy

TPDINT PTOX TNT IVR PRI IV 71701 207D NITTNON JAYN JUIRIV 1Y 7IRT TRIWT . .
JI3TT 7702 77T AIRT YRR, 7701 X DYPR NI 01D TN DYYR 07 Y MmhY

YECHIDUS: TUESDAY, PARSHAS DEVARIM, 5 MENACHEM-AY, 5711

... Then you have to start thinking about settling down in an organized fashion,
so we can start accomplishing missions through you—not as an individual
student, rather as a self-sufficient person. Everything needs to be with order and

with organized steps.
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V23 PR ORT.CPW 50 /P 17°2 1N3) MINR X TX 1977 PR DYN YIY00YNY X IXT URT TR X
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MONDAY, PARSHAS MIKETZ, FIRST DAY OF CHANUKAH 5712, 10:50 AM

The Rebbe: What's going to be with your trip?!
Rabbi Junik: I will probably travel on motzoai Shabbos.

The Rebbe: You already have a passport, but you will probably need another
document. You can have a notary prepare it today or tomorrow. [Rather, do it

today because] they will be closed tomorrow.2

The [Frierdiker] Rebbe’s fund is available; use it in good health —you will have
funds for the trip in that way. And you do [also] have a little sister —so you
should buy her a gift (the Rebbe gave him 50 dollars with his holy hand).

This [money] isn’t related to the table.? And with regard to the table —are you

spending your own money?!
Rabbi Junik: No, I'll ask for it later.

The Rebbe: This is not related to the table —buy something for your sister, your

mother and your father.

Do you need something fixed with your clothing? I mean simply in the physical
sense. [If so, the fund can help with that as well]. I don’t have an understanding

in such matters, it is not my department.
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1To Montreal, to visit his parents. About the details of this trip and the Rebbe’s guidance to
Reb Berel, see teshurah of 5760, pp 12-13.

2 Because of a legal holiday.
3 See following section.

4 See the above-mentioned teshurah, that the Rebbe gave Reb Berel another $50 to buy a
present for his mother.

D12 2:30 YW FOUNT /N DY
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FIRST DAY OF CHANUKAH 5712, 2:30 PM

The Rebbe: How much are you owed for the table?

TPWN YW 71N 190 01010 ,07N0 1910 (7
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Rabbi Junik: 37 dollars.

The Rebbe: I see. And how much did you lay out?
Rabbi Junik: Nothing.

The Rebbe: I see. And for the washing cup and the other item...? I see I need to

argue with you [about these]...
Rabbi Junik: Nothing is owed for a gift...

The Rebbe: These are irregular/wild ways with spending money [for the
Rebbe] —buying a washing cup [“kvurt”], sending a tart [cake]. It wasn't like
this in Lubavitch...

If [giving to me] gives you pleasure, [you] should [give me] through effort or
hiskashrus, but not with spending money. You're not able to afford this for now.
You'll become wealthy with time. You can give 18 or 35 cents for ma’amad; but

[chassidim should] not give more than they can.

The Rebbe: And how much did you spend on the lock and other items? Rabbi

Junik: [No response.]
The Rebbe: I'm wasting my time [by asking, because you won't tell me]...

With Hashem’s help, everything will go successfully.> You'll get there safely,

find everyone there well, and return from there safely.

You'll come into [my room] again before you leave —you are leaving motzoai
Shabbos.

[And] what about mezuzahs? It would make sense to have it done now. Ask

Shmarya Faktor®—I don’t know if he has any [mezuzos ready].

What did you write about in your letter...?” Why do you need to write that you
have a sick grandmother? She can be healthy.

5Rabbi Junik’s note: Meaning, the trip.

6 A sofer, who concluded the writing of the Moshiach Sefer Torah.

7This apparently refers to a letter for border crossing purposes, explaining the reason for
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his visit.

27wn [P D 1PN

(11 DYDY T 0N 0 .1°1 IRI) 2JOVRA 2VIVNRTA PIY LRI TR
ANIDT N JANT LORT TR LNTYA POT ORI M3 T2 070 POV IRT D IX INT LYW KN PR
LO”IX 13 WIRM VIR IRD X J7IX JP°LYDYIRD LYN TX 2K .ANDY

WEDNESDAY, PARSHAS KORACH, 3 TAMMUZ, 5712

The Rebbe: Did you already daven and eat?
Rabbi Junik: Not yet. It seems I can't elicit the desire to.

The Rebbe: It says in Tanya that one must eat, in order for the body to be
healthy. May you have a complete recovery. If you will be a few minutes late, it

will be fine.
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TUESDAY, PARSHAS BESHALACH, 14 KISLEV 5713 - THE REBBE’'S
WEDDING DATE

The Rebbe: What is going on with regard to a match [for you]? Do you have

any new suggestions since your father was here?
Rabbi Junik: No.

The Rebbe: Does your father know this?

Rabbi Junik: Yes.

I can't see someone the way they do it here. I don't want to embarrass the other,

and it's also hard for me.

The Rebbe: In the meeting itself, there are different manners. You can meet in

a home after all. They aren't setting up a chuppah right away the next morning,.

You meet once and then again. You can think it over for yourself, and the other

side too. [Meeting] does not mean that you are tying yourselves to each other.
You need to start from the smallest step. Nothing will come from not thinking

about it.

Rabbi Junik: My instinct is to settle myself down financially first. Perhaps this




is not correct. I don't know.

The Rebbe: Why do you need to make conditions for Hashem —telling Him
how it needs to be? These are two separate things. There are always a few

months until the wedding, and people figure out what to do in the meantime.

[Your thought process] is certainly warped. You need to think about it (a
shidduch). 1 will write to your father, to see if he perhaps has [additional]

suggestions.

Now with regard to business —are you suited for this? Were you ever involved

in it? Are you capable in this area?
Rabbi Junik: I don't know.

I would want to be here in New York, near the Rebbe shlit”a, and do work
through which I will be connected with the Rebbe shlit”a.

The Rebbe leaned on his holy hand and said to himself:
The Rebbe: Work which should be connected with me...

What would you want to do for example? I don't have an example [of such work

available].

The Rebbe: We are thinking about your settling down [with family life] as well,

not only about work.
Rabbi Junik: I do not like [the prospect of] shechita and rabbanus.
The Rebbe: Must you only do what you like?

And what about a trade? What about stones? This is a business where you don’t
need to be reachable on Shabbos and Friday, because [the business] is in Jewish

hands. The beard also won’t be an issue.

Try starting. But you should find a specialist who knows the work well. You
have to learn the trade well. He should test you a few times and say that you

are capable. And it should be in a good and auspicious hour.
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MONDAY, PARSHAS VAYIGASH, 4 TEVES, 5713

(About studying diamonds with Mr. Stumer, the Rebbe said:)
The Rebbe: You should decide, and it should be in a good and auspicious hour.

I see that money isn't too important to you, and it also isn't to me. It should be

in an auspicious hour.

(The Rebbe asked if I spoke to the hanhalah of the yeshivah about the time.)
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24 KISLEV (?) 5715

The Rebbe: By way of Rabbi Chadakov: You can accept the suggestion. But  must
bring to your attention that there is a thought that they may give more there.
But don't say this in my name. And when you come back, you will certainly be

able to get your job back, or a different one.
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Tuesday, Parshas Tazria-Metzorah, Iyar 5715

What about money? You need to have some kind of bed after all etc. ... Why do
you need to play these games? I will give you now, and when Hashem will

broaden your

circumstances, you'll pay it back with time, without pressure. (The Rebbe gave
150 dollars with his holy hand.)
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SUNDAY, PARSHAS MATOS-MASEI, 5715

The Rebbe: What is happening with Los Angeles? | mean with regard to the
shechitah. Here in New York, it’s difficult—even if you get a few days by Meltzer;

and then, in terms of kashrus...

I want him to open an offset [printing shop] —that is, to photograph [and print]
sefarim, and lehavdil books — there is certainly a demand for this. My idea is that
he should include a few young men [in this endeavor], and you should be the
head. Machines will be bought; he’ll give part of the money, and part will be
lent to you by Machne Yisrael.

What did you do in Russia? Maybe you’ll start a knitting factory with a few

young men and money... Rubashkin, Volasov?

Then, with regard to electrical matters, you need to discuss with Gershon
Simpson—he’s a good person [for this]. You may need a license, or may be able
to work based on someone else’s license, or work for him. To get a license, you

need to study for months or years.

About your eyes, Dr. Zeligson holds of... [so-and-so], go to him. Maybe you

should give up the diamonds. In any event, it’s not for you to start a factory,

because you would need to sell off the diamonds [first]...

How much do you need for expenses? You don’t have debt. I'll lend you [the




money you need for expenses], and when things get better, you'll pay it back
bit by bit.

How much do you need? Let Rabbi Chadakov call me, and I'll tell him [to give
it to you], and that he should call M. Shusterman tomorrow; and you can get to

Gershon Simpson already today.

Use it in good health for healthy things, and not for... Hashem took you out of

Russia and brought you here —so he’ll provide you with a livelihood here.

What’s with a match for your brother-in-law (meaning Yitzchak Shlomo

Pewzner)?
When they get married, she becomes one of us.

Speak to Chaim Izik again, and promise him you’ll give him more — either fifty,

or ten, twenty percent.
The Rebbe: Discuss Los Angeles with your wife.
Rabbi Junik: If the Rebbe Shiita thinks it is the best option, we are going.

The Rebbe: I'm not saying that. But you should think it over. I don’t mean that
you should go with kabalas ol. [But if you do] go, it should be for at least a year,

and not for [merely] a visit.
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SUNDAY, 2ND DAY OF CHOL HAMO’ED SUKKOS 5716

During the farbrengen, the Rebbe said Reb Shlomo Horowitz (Rabbi Junik’s employer):

The Rebbe: You give him gashmiyus, and he will give you ruchniyus.
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SUNDAY NIGHT, PARSHAS MISHPATIM, EVE OF 24 SHEVAT 5716, 12:05-
12:57 AM

The Rebbe: Where have you been?!

How long does it take to study the whole thing in school? How much does it
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cost? Rabbi Junik: 550 dollars.

The Rebbe: Maybe there are other schools where they teach it well.

You were by Kaminsky, you know him; you know Shlomo Freifeld as well —
they’re from Chaim Berlin. How much do they earn at his place? What is going

on with their machine?

Did you speak with Weinreich? Is it a union shop or not? (The Rebbe picked up
the small Tanya and looked into it) saying: If it's a union shop, there must be

some number [indicating this in the book].

And what about Pollack? (The Rebbe asked Rabbi Junik to pass him a sefer
which was on the Rebbe Maharash’s table. He looked at it, and said:) Here too,
there’s no indication—it’s probably not a union shop. Why doesn’t Weinreich

want [his shop to join the union]...?
If they buy a new machine, do they teach you [how to use it]?

I think that even if you buy an old machine, they’ll also teach you [how to use

it]. How much does a machine cost?

I will tell Rabbi Chadakov to call Mr. Snabol. We need to give them a siddur to

reprint; and at the same time, he’ll ask them about this.

I think the main thing is to assemble [the machine], and the final aspect
(meaning the press); and the other things can be done quickly. And afterward,

when you know all the details, you should teach a few bochurim [the trade].
The Rebbe: What caused you to get into this now?
Rabbi Junik: It's been quiet in diamonds.

The Rebbe: There are mechanical dops® which do not require measuring — they

speed up the work.

I'll tell Rabbi Chadakov to call these few places, and in a few days, you'll ask

him. But when do you have time for this? When they work, you also work —at

the same time! But we’ll see about this later.
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8 A precious stone polishing tool.
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TUESDAY, PARSHAS VAYETZEI, KISLEV 5716

By way of Rabbi Chadakov, about Mr. Katz (working in diamonds): The Rebbe: If

there are only benefits, then what is the question.
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EREV PESACH 5716

The Rebbe: This is your shlichus after all. (A letter for the Rebbe’s mother, may

she live.?)
Which hospital is your wife going to use?

Who helped you for Pesach? The mother-in-law? I see. And what about the

sister-in-law...?

9 A letter which the Rebbe wrote in handwriting similar to that of his brother, Reb Yisrael
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Aryeh Laib a”h, for his mother, Rebbetzin Chana a”h, before each Yom Tov.

own ? oy

20DRIVA0MN PR DRI YD1 211217 LR TR 270370 V1 X DX

2777 018 LRIRD YOR VP37, 7MW OYPR 1K OF 17D *7 37 19T UIRM DX

(013 RONDM) YRR YR 171 TR, LINYA PR YHRD 7T VIRD ORI

TR TYTIR LIVO 17T VORP DY 11712 K 127K JRT LIV PR ,0°1 PR VO™ OXNIND
O DYV IR, VIVO DPYT VORP 771

SR T UV ORN, IR DITYR T, LY2IN T, WLOYNW WIVALK YT VI PR OXN

7T TN PIR TR TR LY JIYDLIY TOX LYIH TIX JAVIDIX OXT LY TR IR

[ILLEGIBLE DATE] 5716

The Rebbe: How is your livelihood? Do you have debt? How much have you
paid off?

How is your son? Your wife? Is everything well? Does she go to the doctor every

month?

The Rebbe: How is the mother’s health doing? I mean your mother. Rabbi
Junik: Probably good.

The Rebbe: Why don’t you know? You could very well write a letter —it costs
three cents; or airmail costs six cents, and you'll know everything. What about

your younger sister?0 She works and studies too? How is she doing?

When you ask about this and they answer you, let me know as well.

10 Chanah.
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SUNDAY, PARSHAS CHAYEI SARAH, 16 MAR-CHESHVAN 5715, 10:35-11:00
PM
The Rebbe: What news do you have to share?

How much do you work? Ten hours a day? Is it all with the same boss? Did you

have expenses?

And how do others who have bigger families, like Avraham Yaakov, earn

enough money?

Maybe you should also work in such an area. Then there are machines that

speed up the work.

Do you have any other suggestions?!

It would be a good idea to open a diamond factory and teach a few more young
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men; or knitwear—you need to find out all the details exactly, to determine

whether it's worthwhile. You shouldn’t just buy a machine and work without

calculation.

What does Yosef Rabinowitz do? I think he worked in the knitwear industry in
Philadelphia.

... There’s also the possibility that you can make a business out of electrical

things. There are tens of things you can trade in.

And with regard to yourself, we’ll lend you money, and Merkos can also join as

a partner. The money will be provided, and then we’ll have a third, quarter, or
half share.

... A factory for coats...

Shimon Oberlander studied here in yeshiva—you can find out from him about
knitting.
What does Pewzner (Hillel)!? do? You can probably also find out from him how

to be an executive with a big factory.

And Raksin also works in knitwear —how much does he earn? His boss does
not operate on a large scale, so he likely also knows how things go in the general

knitwear business.

I don’t mean that you should go into business together, just that you can find
out [from him about the business]; and maybe his boss wants to expand the

business...
Rabbi Junik: Someone offered me a partnership in the diamond business...

The Rebbe: You must be very careful —the Gemara says that when it comes to

money, it's a different matter. People can be good Jews, but when it comes to

money...

... There is also the option of doing export-import with Paris, with your brother-
in-law. There are things you can export from here, and there are things which

are imported from there.

He took a little machine with him after all! And your brother-in-law (Yitzchak

=< O (49) AN




Shlomo) knows about it. From there, you export various goods, such as cologne.

You just need honest people here and there. You can send people. There are
goods you can send by ship, and even if you have another business, you can do

this too. And if it goes well, you can make a living just from this.
I think that if you start a business, you should be able to hire a few young men.

If you don’t get caught up in making lots of money, you'll have more time to

study.

As for spiritual work: What can your position be? A mashgiach?! Wait until

there’s a place to be a rosh yeshiva, melamed, teacher...?!

In general, the things we spoke about last year are still relevant: The topic of

whether you can buy the offset machine from that person.

11Son of Reb Dovid (a cousin of the author).
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SUNDAY NIGHT, 3 MAR-CHESHVAN 5718, 11:03-11:17 PM

The Rebbe: You probably have some more things to say [to me] orally, aside

from the names [which you’ve written].

(About the birth of a son to my brother Meir): Where is he?! What does he do

for a living?
You can tell from the envelope where it’s from after all...

What's with him and the military?! People exempt themselves by the right of
having sat in jail!
I didn’t know at all that he’s Notik’s brother-in-law.

Where does he stand about leaving [the USSR]? Maybe he writes something
about this or hints? You'd need to send an affidavit —not from here, only from

Eretz Yisrael.

Regarding a package, you can sometimes send it through Paris. The first time,

they send it at their expense. You just need to send them the address, here or in

Eretz Yisrael.
Why wouldn’t he want (to consider) leaving?

What's going on?! You definitely need to follow-through (on the offset). There’s
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no doubt they’ll find jobs, and they can also join the union.

... How are your eyes? In the offset business, if you earn more, it doesn’t hurt

your health. Over time, this could be a path for many.

It would be best to first be hired by one of our’s, in their shop. What's with

Kaminsky and his partner?

Shusterman knows that you've taught yourself —why didn’t you go see how
the machine works? I don’t mean to work for him —I'm not saying anything
about that. I mean just practical experience. Once you know the machine, you'll

be able to learn the work.

What about Shabbos?

That’s definitely a good thing.

People don't usually end up staying with their first job.

Why put it off until 19 Kislev? With six weeks at the shechita, it can be arranged

so that there’s no conflict.

Perhaps get a part-time job, and keep the steady job until after 19 Kislev. May it

be successful. This is a trade that should be taken advantage of.

n7wn 1o 7'
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24 SIVAN 5718

The Rebbe: What's new with the business? Is he thinking of purchasing?
Hashem will help...
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ISRU CHAG SIMCHAS TORAH, 5722 10:00 PM

The Rebbe: How is your work going?
Rabbi Junik: Slow generally speaking.

The Rebbe: Is this only by you? What does your boss live from? Soon the

Chanukah session is starting...
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Today, 1o 'v> us the 93rd birthday of the kallah’s grandmother (Fruma Bas R’
Avrohom Boruch n"V) who was involved in N’shei Ubnos Chabad for over 50 years.

We are printing a few letters etc. that she received.

Tel: HYacinth 3-9250 Cables: LUBAVITCH NEWYORK
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SECRETARIAT of RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
the Lubavitcher Rabbi
770 EASTERN PARKWAY, BROOELYN 13, N. Y.
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770 EASTERN PARKWAY AL R oSS R
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Nghel Ubenole Chabad
c/o Mrs. Junik
1681 President Street
Brooklyn, N. Y.
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

HYacinth 3-9250
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Brooklyn 13, N. Y.
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