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Aleph d'Rosh Choedesh Tarrzuz 5710
June 15, 1950
Brooklyn, Ii.Y.

Deuar Mr, H

This is in reply to your questlon regarding the significance
of the custom during the marriage ceremony that the bride make seven
cirenits around the groom und'er the Chuppah.

The answer to this question, it seems to me, has to cover the
follouwing subw-questions: (1) The significance of the circuii}, (2)
itz repetition seven times, (3) the bride eircling aroﬁ:;d _t;he groom
and not vice versa, (%) the bflde then joining the groom, standing
by is side within that cirele.

I trust the followlng may give you a satisfactory answer,

It is stated in the Zohar (Part III, 7:2) that marriage, which
iz a uvnion of two di'stinct persons, is in reality a union of two [y
halves of the same soul. Each one, when born,\f‘possesses but half &
of'tilal': soul vhich becomes one and complete only in wedlock, through
c}}épah and Kiddushin,

This is why marriage is one of the greatest soul-stirring ex-
periences of the bride and groom, for their respective souls have
found at last the other haif. Something of this joy is experienced,

by way of illustration, at the re-union of two close relatives or

34
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Poape Three
June 15, 1950

the seventh as & day of rest, Men was then commanded to work for
six days of the week, but to dedisnte the seventh as a Sabbath
unto G-d, When a Jew is about to set up a home and begin a full
life, it is fitting that this besic principle of a happy life
sheuld be symbolized during the wedding ceremony. ilenes the "Saven
Days of Teasting," and the "Seven Blesgings! (Sheva Berachoth).
This brings us also to the soven circuits of the bride around the
groon,

Bearing the above in wind, as well as the carlier introductory
renarks eoncerning the bucie character differcnecs beitween the
male and ferale, the cercmony of the seven circuiis which the bride

nakes around the groom suggests the following explanations

&

Ga ‘
The groom, vho takes the i a%ive~in bringing the union to

new Jewish hore, He 1

fruition, is initinlly the eenter of
the Dirst to take his place under the Chuppah. Whon the bride is
led to the Chuppah, she proceeds to make a circle oround the groom,
This synbolizes the delincation (In gpace) of thelr owm world withe
in the outer world, vith her husband-to-be as its center, &he cone
tinues to make eircults one after the other seven times, synboliz-
ing that she, the "Foundation of the NHouse,” founds an cdifice

that would be conmlete on the first day of each snd cvery veck to
corie ac off the second, third, ete., to the end of all tiues and
-seasons, a lasting and ‘ot xmal edii‘ice‘(m‘.tﬁz the Infiniyy of the
Meyele")., Nor own contribution o this sacred wnion is also ime
plied in the fact that che makes the cireniis arcund the groom,

Having completed the soven eircuits, she stands beside her
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By the CGrace of G-d
Chanukah, 5727
Brooklyn, N.Y,

Blessing and Greeting:

I am in recelpt of your letter, and I hasten ny reply as re-

quested, and because time 1ls of tho mssence in this case.
like

You wurite that you would/to use some of the published Migunin

of Chabad at your forthcoming marrlage, and ask my opinion

about it.

My reply is as follows: There could be an ddvantage, or other-
wis?,)in using these Nigunim, depending on circumstances {(a)
or (bl.

{a) If = as 1s expected of every Jeulsh girl and boy who are
about to be married - the marriage 1s entered into with a

firm resolution to establish a truly Jeuish home, on the found-
ations of Torah and Ifitzvoth, and, likewise of course, the
preparations before the wedding are also as they should, with
the observance of the laws and regulations of Taharas Hamishpocho
(which an orthodox Rabbi has no doubt explained to you), and

the Chuppah and Xiddushin is carried out by an orthodox Rabbi
with orthodox witnesses, etec, - then the use of the Lubavitcher
Higunim would not only be appropriate, but alsodesirable and
auspicious. For a Nigun is closely linked with the soul of

its author and those who have used it on sacred occasions (which
is also the reason for the sbove mentioned condition that
everything connected with t he wedding should be according fo

the Torah, sine the Torah was their whole 1ife and ideal).

(b} On the other haund, if, G-d forbid, there is a deflciency
in the above condition from the viewpoint of the Torsh and
Shulchan Aruch, the infereonce is obvious. However, I do not
wish to dwell on thie, since I feel certain that, judging by
yvour letter, everything is7accordance wlth the Torah and
Shulchan Aruch, and, moreover, that there 1z a consistent
effort to advance in all matters of Torah and Mitzvoth, in
accordance with the principle that all things of holiness
should be on the ascendancy, as also indicated by the message
of the Chanukah lights which are kindled in increasing mumbers.

On the basis of this firm bellef, I extend to you and your
Chosson my prayerful wishes that the marriags take place in
a happy and auspicious hour, and that you should both build
a Binyan adel ad " .
With the blessing of Mazzaltov,ﬂ’%q/ -

BY

36
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Page Two

June 15, 1950

beloved friends who had been separated for decades.

To a certain extent, therefore, the marriage marks the begin-
ning of a complete and full 1life, while the pre-marital life of
either the bride or groom may be considered in the nature of a pre-
paratory period.

The unlon of the two parts of the same soul 1is not a union of
two identical halves which make bne whole. But they complement each
other, each of them enriching the other with powers and gualities
which hitherto were not possessed by him or her. For the "masculine"

and "feminine" parts of the soul have basic differences, reflecting,
LRk, ,T“i;;
-. broadly speaking, tne differences of the sexes., One

suzh differcnce 1s u%at our Shves called "the nature of the male to
—u\couﬂzer," i. e. the propensity of the male tg conguer new‘provinces,

g’b i 881 M, LA
s qualiti is generally not found in the female.

outside his home
On the other hand, the woman is called in our sacred literature the
“Foundation of the House," for within the house her personality and
innermost qualities are best expressed and asserted (Psalms 45:1k).
It has been mentioned eariier that marriage, in a sense, marks
the beginning of a full life. The wedding ceremony reflects this by
an allusion to the begimning of all life, especially human life.
The Blessings of Betrothal (Birchoth Hanesuin) also begin with a
reference to the creation of the first man, the first woman, and
their wedding.
Ever since the Creation of the world, human 1life has been based

on the seven-day cycle. G-@ created the world in six days and hallowed
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Page Four

June 15, 1950

husband-to-be in the center of the circle, fot after the prepara~-
tions for the tuilding of thoir home, both of them, the husbind
and the vife, form its center. From hers on, throughout the en-
tire cereuony, both fie bride and groonm fora the center of the
holy ceremony, like a king and queen surrounded by a suite of honor.
Their lives become united into One full and happy life, based on
the One Torah with its precepts, given by the One G-d.

With all good wishes and kindest personal regards,

Very_sincgre;y yours;y

G2¥ G o

Rabbl Merdel Schneerson

RMS1rm

Notes:

pPage 1 (%). This does not mean, of course, that is half a soul
in every respect, but in the sonse that in sonme res-
pects, viz. the setting up of a houe, an individual
is bu% a "half,” and bis soul is likewise a "half."

Page 3 (*), This is expressed, e.g. by the saying of our Sages
that "it is the custom of tle msn to seek & wife."
During the marriage cerenony this is symbolized by
the fact that the groom declares "Harel at, ete.”
(Be thou betrothed unto me, etc.), while the bride
remains silent.
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I received your letter of the 14th of ;1\9
Kislev, and may grant the fulfillment of _ v
your heart's desires for good in all tho 52
matters about which you write. nte ,,

J((\I"“ (

With thr:m::g:oach of Chanukah, trusf

you surely what our Sages tell us ( 3
Fhout the fole Witeh Jewl o women played in (4138
the miracle of Chanukah, in those days at ,1.
this season, The purpose of the remembrance J

and celebration of our festivals is to con- : QJ
vert the inspiration of the festival into A " '
the daily life, The message of Chanukah, Al

in particular hasizes the need to spread ~%
the Light of e Torah and Mitzvoth 1n & 3?2-—2—

8ro'1ng measure, just as the lights of 1o]
hanukah are kindled with an additional ,‘y

3

. &

Chanukah light each day. \0 46 13
\J?q&?nflwm
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How Did You Find Your Home Complete?

An answer from the Rebbe Shlita from the year 1980 to a young couple several weeks after
their wedding.:

They wrote that they have many marital problems. It had reached a point that they had
doubts as to whether to continue their marriage.
The Rebbe’s answer:

To each of you...... may you be blessed with life,

All the undesirable matters of which you write happen in many marriages at the beginning
until the couple become accustomed to each other. Then the relationship develops, the
obstacles disappear and there forms a mutual goodwill between them. Those conflicts
become minor and insignificant compared to the marital harmony of a Jewish couple when
they merit to have the Divine Presence dwell between them. Our Sages have taught that by
meditating on the above and by conducting themselves accordingly, they will certainly see
immediate improvement in their situation and continued positive growth. They will go on to
share many years of goodness together. But in order to hasten the improvement and make it
easier, it is advisable that in addition to communication between them, they should choose a
family member or family Rabbi or both to mediate between them. They should determine
together what place to live and how and where to settle.

| will pray for you at the gravesite of the Previous Rebbe.
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The Will of the King, the King of Kings

As to your writing about how to change your wife’s will, you need to make efforts to have
other women speak with her many times. Don’t try to make her will your will. Rather
transform her will to be G-d’s will, the will of the King, the King of kings. This is essential as
our Sages say: “ One mitzvah leads to another mitzvah.” This should be easily understood.
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Be Considerate of Your Spouse’s Opinion To Preserve Marital Harmony

1.) Be considerate of your wife’s opinion even if you think you are 100% correct. Act in a
pleasant way and eventually peace will be established, and that will bring joy and abundance.
2.) Itis not proper for you to work all night in your job as | explained before. Certainly this
can be arranged. This is worthwhile even if he thereby earns less money. May G-d provide
for you from another source.

Don’t Focus on Sins

An answer to a woman who asked for spiritual rectification for a particular matter:

Our Sages say that Yom Kippur atones for everything. She should remove her focus
from sins (and negativity) and serve G-d with joy and goodness of heart in her daily life
according to the Code of Jewish Law.

When the Rabbi Determines Everything is Okay, No need to Have Doubts

An answer to a woman who wanted to observe the Laws of Family Purity more stringently:

1.) It is understood that when the Rabbi says everything is fine, then doubts are unnecessary.
2.) Too many extra stringencies confuse a person as is clearly evident.

3.) The Torah was not given to ministering angels but rather to human beings and only
demands of us according to our ability.

4.) One must serve G-d with joy in each and every mitzvah and this is equally incumbent
upon women and men.

| will mention you in prayer at the gravesite of the Previous Rebbe. May you share good
tidings.

Rejoicing in the Festival With Your Wife

An answer to a young married man who asked to leave his home and celebrate the holiday of
Shavuous in 770 with the Rebbe:
“And you shall rejoice in your festival”......You and your wife.

Paying Attention to Your Wife

To a husband who requested a blessing for his wife’s health:
In many cases similar to your wife, an increase in her husband’s attention increases her good
health. Of course this means attention that is evident and felt by the wife.

13



Kollel Learning is Only for a Person Whose Soul Yearns for Torah

An answer to a groom whose intention was to divide his day between Torah learning and
entering into the world of business:

Kollel is suited to one whose soul longs for Torah and all other desires don’t compare in
his eyes. He is allowed to fulfill his longing and to ignore the confusion caused by the worries
of making a living. He who decides to be occupied with making a living is busy with that
search. In this case, two sides of the family and his wife are helping in the process diligently.
How would it be beneficial for him to come to the Kollel several hours a day? Possibly it
would be for him a waste of time. According to their decision, he should seek out a full-time
job, and set established times daily for Torah study both in the revealed aspect of the Torah
and Chassidus with a learning partner.

When in Doubt Don’t Learn in Kollel

It is known that where there is doubt don’t pursue Kollel study (which is a Torah learning
program for married men.) Kollel is for those whose soul longs for Torah and he has no doubt
that he will learn diligently.

Healing Comes Through Observing the Laws of Kosher Food and Ritual
Family Purity

An answer to a woman who requested a blessing for a complete recovery:

A truly kosher kitchen and observance of the laws of Family Purity. Don’t be afraid or
embarrassed to tell her this because | am taking responsibility and it's in my name and in the
end it will be successful. Explain to her that the main thing is actual fufilment of my
instructions. Even if they don’t understand (as is true with conventional medicine) and even if
they say they don’t believe in it. This won't affect the situation. In truth they are natural
believers.

lliness G-d Forbid Rooted in Lack of Observance of the Laws of Family
Purity

An answer to R. Moshe Feller of Minnesota:

Tuesday Parshas Vayera 1965

In regards to the baby who needs a circumcision who turned blue and is ill and still in the
hospital. The Rebbe wrote in response: Apparently the parents did not observe properly the
laws of Family Purity. Nonetheless, they should resolve immediately to begin from now on.

| will mention your names in prayer at the gravesite of the Previous Rebbe.
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professional who will guide them on the path of establishing peace between them. If it takes
too long to find such a counselor then search for someone that has influence on his wife who
can explain how Marital Harmony is one of the most essential foundations of our Faith and
our Torah. Therefore they should make every effort to bring peace between them. Together
they should search for means to rectify the situation.

As to the idea of switching from working as a physicist and entering into business, it doesn’t
seem like a good idea to me (especially considering the current business world).

The names | will mention in prayer at the gravesite of the Previous Rebbe.

They should have their Tefillin and Mezuzos checked by a professional scribe.

Mutual Respect

In regards to her complaints.... It is best to avoid all disagreements over this. It is sufficient to
give clear explanations. The context of a shidduch is not the time to educate the other person
and change him. On the contrary there needs to be a feeling of honor and respect for the
other and his outlook and opinions. In this manner he will relate to her outlook.

Learning in Kollel (Married Men’s Torah Study Program)

It is understood that the proper beginning for a Jewish couple is when the daily life includes
the husband studying Torah for at least part of the day. The wedding is the beginning of
building a “binyan aday ad” an everlasting structure. It is understood that this involves living in
a simpler manner without luxuries. Since our daily life must be filled with joy and goodness of
heart and trust in G-d, so they need to agree initially on this. They must have a full agreement
in happiness that they are beginning their life... a life of Torah, the Torah of Life. If they both
agree on this in this manner, then may it be G-d’s will that it should be in a good and
auspicious time.

Learning in Kollel is Praiseworthy

An answer to a Kollel student who asked if he should continue to study in his present place.

In answer to your questions:
A.) The more he extends his time studying Torah in Kollel in the Holy Land of Israel or outside
of the Land the more praiseworthy it is, as he writes about the approval of his in-laws who
will make things easier. As the Alter Rebbe writes in the Laws of Torah Study : for a period of
two or three years study is appropriate after the wedding.
B.) Also after this he needs to maintain set study times for Torah learning with a partner.
They must live in a city where this is possible.
C.) Interms of making a living he should consult with a knowledgeable friend.
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possible to consider this (divorce) knowing that marriage is a commandment in the Holy
Torah? Certainly G-d will bless them with true goodness and happiness.

The Main Role of Women

An answer to one woman who asked: It is written in Chassidus in the book Likutei Torah from
the Alter Rebbe in the section on Chukas, that a woman is not qualified to sprinkle the waters
of the Red Heifer because she represents the aspect of severity (gevura) and therefore she
isn’t able to overcome the spirit of impurity. Is a woman able to elevate matters to the level of
holiness?

In simple terms she can and is obligated and merits to elevate matters to holiness. Elevating
to holiness is a battle where the main effort is to enter the territory of the enemy and conquer
it. This is a very big test which is essentially a male challenge. The Torah teaches us in
Psalms: “The entire glory of the King’'s daughter is in her inner dimension”. (A Jewish
woman’s) behavior (and her battle) is in the realm of modesty.

To Incite or Rescue Each Other

An answer to a woman whose husband’s potential has not been actualized.

| will pray for you at the Previous Rebbe’s gravesite. Apparently from the lack of any actions
in response to my advice to her and her husband, we must ponder the effectiveness of further
words. Nonetheless | will try again. Since this is relevant to action | will direct my words to her
in a practical way. To begin with, she has been blessed with tremendous energy and unusual
talents. According to the Shulchan Aruch she has a responsibility to herself to her children
and her husband to constantly grow. Therefore she should find a job part-time so that she can
still take care of her family.

She should stop with her self- pity and utilize all her talents successfully. She will also cause him to be
successful. Since she is exceptionally capable of using her talents even not to her benefit and not in
accordance with the Shulchan Aruch. Sometimes she will end up bursting or breaking down. But she
can still benefit and improve the situation both physically and spiritually as mentioned above. Her
husband should also heed these instructions. They can either incite each other and bring each other
down, or rescue each other.

Finding a Trustworthy Counselor

To a husband who described his marital difficulties and wrote that the couple are considering
divorce. The Rebbe answered:

All the matters mentioned have been experienced by many couples. And worked out relatively
easily. But that is when both sides wanted to fix the problems and thus joined together to work
on it. According to this there is no reason to separate and divorce G-d forbid. On the contrary,
our Sages teach:

‘When a husband and wife merit the Divine Presence dwells between them”.... But
apparently for various reasons their relationship is under stress and they are complaining
about each other. They must bring their issues to someone they trust and express openly. If
need be they should speak at length even several times with a Rabbi or G-d fearing medical
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Preserve the Marriage... Improve the Situation

An answer on the need to preserve a marriage even when there occurs a certain emotional
problem in one of the partners.

Our Sages have elaborated in the Torah of Truth on the greatness of marriage and its
establishment. In all matters dependent on the strivings of the soul there are unintentional
effects that occur sometimes without apparent efforts. These can cause changes which
overcome blockages and obstacles.

Therefore it is proper for them to find a location for a home according to the wife’s preference.

Man’s Special Qualities.... Making Peace

A request: There is a young couple that lives in their city who were married in the month of
Adar 1982 and they are not getting along. The situation has reached a point where the
husband wants to get divorced right away. They were advised to seek advice beforehand
from a marriage counselor. The counselor doesn’t know how to help them and they are
coming to see her today (the 8" of Tammuz).

She asks how to answer them.

Our Sages teach us “How great is peace.......
This is the unique advantage of human intellect (to make peace), for even an animal can destroy (G-d
forbid).

Perhaps their marriage ceremony was not conducted according to Jewish Law. They should therefore
correct that matter.

In the columns of the letter the Rebbe added: the matter spoken about at the beginning is also
applicable to non-Jews who are commanded to settle the world.

Preventing Problems in Marriage

It is found in the legal writings of the Alter Rebbe that if he hadn’t been lenient initially in
matters of Family Purity, he could have prevented his above mentioned problems.
Nonetheless from now on observe these laws carefully.

After Being Married Properly and Establishing a Fine Family, Certainly
They Should Not Consider Divorce

First of all....they were properly married according to Jewish Law. With the seven blessing
using G-d’s name. G-d blessed them with offspring which is the greatest blessing for a Jewish
couple. Together with this, she and her husband were given the greatest Torah instruction to
raise them and educate them and escort them to their weddings in the best possible way
which is both of them together as a united couple. This is true joy in this world and in the
world to come, and it is her role and mission in her social encounters and among all Jewish
women. Thus it is impossible for her to feel happy and even feel inner peace if she separates
from her husband G-d forbid. After having escorted all your children to their weddings is it




After the Wedding

Getting Settled After the Wedding

A response to an announcement of their engagement...

Initially the Rebbe wrote to the secretariat:

Increase in his study of Chitas (the daily study of Chumash with Rashi, Tehillim (Psalms) and
Tanya

Increase in his involvement in the Tefillin Campaign (Encouraging other Jews to put on tefillin)
In answer to his getting settled after the wedding....may it be in a good and auspicious time.
A) Would be good for him to learn in a Kollel (learning program for married men) for
approximately two years

B) Whatever Kollel program he desires.

Where to Live? Wherever the Wife Desires

An answer to an individual who conflicted with his wife in the decision of where to live :
In regards to a dwelling and location in general.... Don’t force your opinion on your wife... for
she is called (in the Torah) “the mainstay of the home”.

Establishing set times for the Study of Torah

He simply needs to set established times to learn Torah with his wife on subjects that are
suitable according to the Alter Rebbe’s Laws on Torah Study. His question is surprising.
(From a letter dated Rosh Chodesh Nisan 1966)

Negating the idea of Pleasure Trips

| never heard of beginning a (marriage) which is an eternal everlasting structure with pleasure
trips. Obviously the foundation needs to be established on Torah and mitzvos and prayer.

Negating the Thought of Divorce....Finding a Suitable Job....

The wedding was according to the Law of Moshe and Israel. The seven blessings were said.
Etc. This is her true soulmate. Any negative thoughts you mention are not appropriate. She
has already been told she needs to keep busy and live her life according to Torah and
mitzvos. Concerning her doubts, she should consult the Chabad Women’s Organization.
Then her fears will be negated. | will again emphasize the need for her to search for and find
a suitable job.




Say ‘No’ and Get Upset

An answer to a young woman who rejected a shidduch offer because of the huge gap in levels in
Jewish observance. After the young man advanced in his level and found another bride, the original
young woman became upset. The Rebbe’s answer:

According to our Torah of Truth, a man even on the most elevated level knows himself. When he sees
that after two or three times she said ‘No’, he gets frustrated and even bitter. To such an extent that
sometimes he doesn’t want to recognize the situation.

1.) That is proof that the request for the first time wasn’t with a full heart

2.) The matter (offer) is not suitable and more than this the knowledge of it being nullified is good
news...open and revealed good and she should be grateful to G-d for this.

I will mention you in prayer at the gravesite of the Previous Rebbe. You should share good tidings in
all these matters.

As we traditionally say ‘May you receive the Torah on the holiday of Shavuous in joy and in an
internal permeating way’.

May you become engaged soon with your soul mate predestined to you with a calm attitude and in a
joyous manner.




Don’t Have Doubts About the Bride

An answer to a mother of the Groom who found out after the match was set that the mother of the
Bride has five brothers and sisters and three of them don’t have children, and is concerned about the
Bride and asks what to do. The Rebbe answers:
On the words ‘is concerned about the Bride -to -be’. She has several brothers and sisters. As to
the question ‘what to do?” Go occupy yourself with the preparations for the wedding with pure

joy.

Establishing the Location of the Wedding

The location of the wedding, may it be in a good and auspicious time, and its form should
be as the parents on both sides decide amongst themselves. The plans after the wedding are
to be decided by the bride and groom. They need to ask and return the enclosed material.

Double Responsibility

Certainly it is understood that when they become engaged, also before the wedding they are taking on
themselves responsibility for another Jewish soul. Naturally their conduct from now on has to be in a
manner of ‘tofeach al menas 1’hatpiach’ to be an example to and benefit each other in matters of fearing
G-d and Torah and Mitzvos. This is sufficiently understood.

May it be in a good and auspicious time.

I will mention you in prayer at the gravesite of the Previous Rebbe.

Marriage of the Younger Brother Before the Firstborn

My humble opinion and my answer to those who listen to me regarding this is that in regards to sons
one need not prevent the younger son from marrying before the firstborn. Particularly when the
younger brother is already twenty years old . It is praiseworthy to hasten this process.

It is possible to explain to the older brother that he is helping his brother fufill the laws of the Holy
Torah. He himself is also fulfilling a clear directive of the law of the firstborn son. Therefore he has a
special merit in having his brother’s marriage precede his.

I will mention you in prayer at the gravesite of the Previous Rebbe.

The Real Reason for the Distancing of the Groom

An answer to the bride-to -be that wrote to the Rebbe that she returned from a trip with her groom and
all his family. Suddenly the groom announced that he wants to cancel the wedding. The Rebbe’s
answer: Their behaviour between them was not in a modest manner as defined by Jewish Law. This
caused the break-up. Conduct yourselves from now on in your daily lives according to the Code of
Jewish Law and decide firmly that you so you will always conduct yourselves including the laws of
Family Purity.. Clarify those laws as necessary.

I will pray for you by the gravesite of the Previous Rebbe.




Special Talents of the Groom and His Ability To Use His Time and Talents
An answer to Rabbi Ezra Schochet and several instructions to the secretariat:

1.) To add all of this as an addition to the general personal letter.

2.) The letter is directed to him and his wifeRebbetzin Sarah Rachel

3.) The letter opens with the words Peace and Blessings

4.) From Tuesday and beforehand and the list of names will be read in prayer

at the gravesite of the Previous Rebbe.

In answer to his questions

A.) According to Jewish Law the bride and groom are forgiven for all their sins.

B.) It is known that depression is totally discouraged in Chassidus and even more so despair
especially when it is ungrounded. Especially when one sees how it lessens ones vitality in Torah study
and Mitzvah observance.

C.) From this it is understood that the power within us that turns us away from G-dliness has
expert techniques which affect us and cause us to be stubborn. Do we need further explanations why
not to give in to these negative forces?

D)The best advice for an undesirable state within us is to increase in the study of the revealed
aspects of the Torah and Chassidus with vitality and in an unbounded manner in his own learning and
teaching others. In any case his role is to be a Torah scholar in all senses.

E.) It is known that in order to increase in Heavenly assistance one should increase in giving
tzedaka (charity)and spreading the wellsprings of Chassidus outward .

F.) The expression that one should study Torah in the place where his heart desires, our Sages
explain means in which section of the Gemara he desires to learn. The location of the study is
expressed in the term the place where he wants.

G.) Since a pleasant living space broadens man’s mind, you should try to chose a home which is
not too compact.

H.)The letter ends on a positive note...To each of you individually may you merit true inner
happiness.

Shushbinin, Escorts at the Wedding of a Couple Whose Parents Are Divorced

The answer deals with the custom of ‘shushbinim’ the escorts of the bride and groom to the wedding
ceremony:

The question is: his wife’s son is getting married soon in a good and auspicious time. My question is
concerning the escorts. Rav Dworkin said it is permissible for them to be together with the escorts.
(Generally the escorts need to be married couples.) He and his wife want to ask the Rebbe Shlita’s.
opinion. The Rebbe pointed to the words ‘it is permissible for them to be together with the
escorts’...and added: but another couple should accompany the bride and groom. (There should be six
escorts...) in addition to the bride.

A Large Age Gap Between the Bride and Groom

Additionally the age gap between them is as he wrote ten years. If so, why enter into a doubtful
situation filled with negative issues? It is worthwhile to pursue a clearer and less complicated marriage
offer.




The Name of the Bride and the Name of Her Mother-In -Law Are The Same

An answer about marriage when the girl’s name and his Mother’s name are the same. He wrote that the
girl’s name is similar to his mother’s name except that his mother has an additional name, ‘Daishe’. Do
we need to add a name?

On the words that the groom’s mother has an additional name the Rebbe wrote:

Therefore that is a different name. This is consistent with how the Alter Rebbe and the Tzemach
Tzedek have ruled according to Jewish Law. On the words ‘to add a name’ the Rebbe wrote:

There already is another name.

The Younger Sister Marrying Before the Older Sister

It is not clear form his two letters if the match is still being decided upon or is already determined. In
any case, since her older sister is presently not engaged, the younger sister must formally ask
forgiveness from her older sister for getting married before her.

The conduct between him and the bride-to -be should be as is understood according to the Code of
Jewish Law. Inform her if necessary of the Torah instructions in a pleasant way which is the way of the
Torah. We strengthen our trust in G-d through increasing in Torah observance and Torah study.

In regards to your relationship with the bride to be speak with her and also though friends.

As to the date of the wedding, work it out between you.

Advice on Marriage Matters

In answer to the letter dated.....:

A) May the date established for the wedding be in a good and auspicious time

B.) It is known that the bride and groom shouldn’t meet together during the seven days prior to the
wedding

C.)Additional details concerning the wedding—you can clarify with the Rabbi of Kfar Chabad Shlita

An answer to a Groom who asked several questions in English:

In his letter he informed me that he and his bride-to-be chose the date for the wedding to be on Nisan2
of that same year. And request the Rebbe’s approval. The Rebbe answered:

5.) May it be in a good and auspicious time physically and spiritually.

6.)Additionally the Groom writes about reciting the traditional Chassidic discourse ‘Lecha Dodee’
before the wedding ceremony. He asks which language would it be preferred to say it in? The Rebbe
answered: In the language which is best understood by the majority of the people present.

7.)In answer to a question whether or not to wear a traditional ‘sirtuk’(long black Chassidic overjacket)
the Rebbe answered: Depends on his own personal feeling in his heart.

8.)In answer to the question: when should he begin to study the laws pertaining to marriage? The
Rebbe answered: in enough time that he will be able to know the laws which are applicable

How many days before the wedding? Several day before and the study needs to be with at least another
individual.

9.)At the end of the letter the Rebbe wrote:

The names | will mention in prayer at the gravesite of the Previous Rebbe.




Before the Wedding

Blessings of Good Fortune

A Congratulatory note with blessings for good fortune from the Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka
Congratulations and Blessings for Good Fortune
The Rebbe signed the letter in an unusual way with his second name: Rabbi Mendel Schneersohn.

Approval of a Shidduch ( an arranged match)

To a telegraph from Motzei Shabbes
In answer to your telegraph: May the match come to fruition in a good and auspicious time.....the
Festival of Shavuous.

Conditional Terms For Accepting the Shidduch Offer: Only If the Girl is G-d Fearing

In addition: In answer to your question, it is understood that it is proper to pursue a shidduch offer only
if the girl is G-d fearing and conducts her daily life according to the Laws of the Torah.

Joy and Trust in G-d and Taking Action in the Realm of Nature

Her letter and prayer request were received.

We were all commanded and she amongst all Jewish women to serve G-d joyfully and with trust in
Him. Since this has to be expressed in action in the realm of nature, make efforts to find a shidduch
also through friends and matchmakers.

Prior to the Wedding Learn Diligently and Receive Rabbinic Ordination

An answer from the Rebbe to one who asked concerning his relatively young son if it is .worthwhile
for him to begin to pursue a marital match:

He should learn Torah with devotion and diligently and receive rabbinic ordination in a good and
auspicious time.

Negating the Idea of Going to the University Before Getting Married

An answer to one who wrote that he couldn’t get married until he accomplished something :

therefore he is considering first going to the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

Despite what he wrote he should pursue a match now. Many times one’s general direction .in life
clarifies itself when one finds his match.




the 2™ of Nisan which is the day of the passing of the Rebbe RaShaB following Rosh

Chodesh Nisan, the month of Redemption, according to what our Sages say:
“In Nisan we will in the ultimate future be redeemed”.

And soon may we actually merit to greet the leader of our generation our King
Moshiach and he should come and redeem us and take us upright to our Land with the

true and complete Redemption immediately (in our reality).
With blessing for a Kosher and happy Passover,

Rabbi Zalman and Nechama Chanin
Rabbi Yakov & Sigal Stevens




Introduction

We are grateful to G-d for all the good He has bestowed upon us. In His great kindness
caused us to merit the occasion of the marriage of our children:

Falleh (Refoel Nachman)

Kinor (Malka Kinor)
We extend thanks and blessings to our dear family members, friends and acquaintances
that have come from far and near to share in our joyous occasion, and to bless our
offspring with blessings of good fortune and wishes for a happy life both physically and
spiritually.

In heartfelt recognition and appreciation and as a fond memory we present to each of
you who are taking part in our joyous occasion a gift of a booklet which includes
answers from the Rebbe’s holy letters that are on the subject of engagement and

marriage . Itis divided into two parts:
A) instructions prior to the wedding
B) instructions after the wedding

A special thanks to Rebbetzin Yehudis Wisnefsky "rin for translating the Rebbe’s letters
from their original language to English with a free translation.

May G-d in His goodness, may He be blessed, bless the participants in our joyous
occasion and their family members among all our Jewish brethren with a multitude of

blessings of soul and body.

We are presently standing just days before the auspicious day of the 11th of Nisan,
celebrating the 116th birthday of the Rebbe Melech Ha Moshiach. In particular it is now
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