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By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesh Kislev, 5736
Brooklyn, N.Y,

To All Participants in the Dedication of
The Chabad House in Amherst, Mass.

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to be informed of the forthcoming Dedication of the
new home of the Chabad House, taking place on the fifth of this month
of Kislev. The date particularly underscores the timliness and aus-
piciousness of the event, since it is taking place in the month which is
highlighted by Chanukah, the Festival of Dedication of the Beth Hamik-
dosh,

Chanukah commemorates the miraculous victory of our people over
the forces of darkness and assimilation that had threatened to extinguish
the light of Torah and Mitzvos. It also reminds us that this victory was
won by a few, but totally dedicated, Jews, and that the victory was
celebrated by kindling lights in the Sanctuary with pure, undefiled oil,
which gave us the meaningful Mitzva of the Chanukah Lights,

Our Sages of blessed memory say of these lights of Chanukah:
"These lights shall endure and shine forever," For, whereas the seven-
branched Menorah was lit only in the Beth Hamikdosh, and as long as
the Beth Hamikdosh was in existence, and after that remained in effect
only in a spiritual way -- the miracle of Chanukah is exemplified and
celebrated in a visible way, through lighting the eternal Chanukah Lights
ever since, both in the Holy Land and in the Diaspora, and in every
Jewish home, ; '

A Jew is expected to learn sorhething useful and pracﬁ’cal from all
events; how much more so from such a major historical event which
has given rise to the eternal festival of Chanukah,

One of the lessons of Chanukah (as emphasized in the Chanukah
prayer v'al hanissim) is that although Jews are greatly outnumbered
and disadvantaged physically ("few' and ""weak" against the'many"and
"mighty''), they come out victorious when they are "committed to G-d's
Torah' and are ""Tzadikim.' In other words, i is our spiritual strength
that counts - even in areas where physical superiority is usually decisive.

A further lesson is that Jewish strength begins at home, which is
the abode of Divine Presence in an individual sense, very much as the

Beth Hamikdosh in Jerusalem was in a collective sense. This was al-
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ready indicated in the Divine command, "Let them make Me a Sanctuary
that T may dwell among them" - within each Jewish home and Jewish heart.
This is also why ¥kdx mot enoughxdo kindke the Chanukah Lightsxsn Shut asmdc
pubdic plare s, xbudciixe must be kindled in every Jewish home, Moreover,
the time of the kindling of the Chanukah Lights is "when the sun sets''; -
;when "darkness'' falls outside, that is the time light up our homes with
these sacred lights, symbolyzing the light of Torah and Mitzvos, the life
;and strength of our people, of the individual Jew as well as of the Jewish
nation. - While the place of the Chanukah Lights - to be seen also outside -
further indicates that the Torah and Mitzvos must not be confined within

the walls of the home, but that their light must illuminate also the outside.

\

1 Yet another important lesson must be mentioned, namely, that however
éatisfactory the observance of Torah and Mitzvos may be at any day, a Jew
is expected to do better the next day, and still better the day after, for all
{natters of Torah and Mitzvos are infinite, being derived from and connected
with the Infinite. This, too, is underscored by the Chanukah Lights., For,
although lighting one candle the first night of Chanukah is all that is required
to fulfil the Mitzva to perfection, the next night of Chanukah calls for an
additional light, and when another day passes, it is necessary to light one
ore, and so on, increasing the light from day to day,

‘ Needless to say, the above practical lessons which are basic to Chanukah
as to the Jewish way in general, are the basic principles of the Chabad

House and the moving spirit that pervades all its dedicated activities for
spreading the light of Yiddishkeit in an ever growing measure,

I am confident that with the fullest cooperation of all friends and of all
who are aware of the vital need to preserve and perpetuate our sacred
Jewish heritage, the Chabad House in Amherst will go from strength to
strength in kindling ever more lights and torch-bearers of Torah-Judaism,
who will in turn kindle further lights in an endless "chain reaction, "

With blessing for, at'z'\locho and

Good tidings/}V& p vww&ﬂ“f\
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\ Mihu Yehudi--Who Is A Jew?
Purim 5731--a whole year has -one by sinee the Rebbe Shlita b egan speaking
publicly on the subject of Mihu Yehudi--Who Is “ Jew,and since last year nearly
every public address of the Rebbe Shlita is tied in with this problem--farbrengens,
Lag B'Omer Parade,Neshel Ubnos éhabad convention, and so on.
The issue is a critical one--crucial to the continued existence of Am Yisreel
as Am Echad Ba'aretz;the Rebbe Shlita has made that abundantly clear.The following

is an attempt to summarize the main. pokiits of this pressing crisis.

.S Lt 56 05bablist 485 g,.Si,atg: he govermm ent of Lsrael declared
that every Jew has the right to go up to 4spael--this is known 2as t+ he Chok  Hashvoot-
————The “aw of iteturn,Later the gov= rnment bestowed immediate citizenship on-any Jow
entering Israel.Neither law made any attempt at definition and in the lade 1950's
the then Prime Minister-Ben Gurion-sent out a questionnaire to 40(approx.) world
Jewish personalities.{The Rebbe Shlita's reply has been printed in The Thought for
the Week. )The-x;ést majority affirmed that the only acceptable definition of the term
Jew, is one born of a Yewish mother or converted by ﬁalaclu.c procedure. : :
~ In Tsvael, cibisens—eve-requinad t&m identity cards whieh “state, among other
things,religion and nationality.Benyamin Shalit, an Lsraeli whoﬁhafi.marrned a non-Jew,
”\'\7( wanted his children registered as:Religion--None.Nationality--Jewish.The Supreme

(5 Court of Lsrael upheld his dec&sieﬁﬂ 5-4,The resultant storm and furor of world

A
\Jewry caused the issue to be brough f before t he £n esset .

The Knesset declar Jowishness to be determined by ones mother or by conver -
PG fav

sion--with one word )\omitted from the clause: K'Halacha--accordlng to Torah law.

Implicit in this omission is recognition of conversion by other than “alachic proced—

. ure,in ef feet, no conversion, Being“fﬁa'f'ﬁinisters of the Rellglous Party participated

in this decision,the act of the Knesset is evem more deplorable than that of the
gupreme Court.For th¢ "g' Pard by At \

by £ Torah,

P Tame-

d_their-actiens
1mp1§r‘//%he stamp of approval of Torah--in this case, to something dlametrieally

opposed to Torah.
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Essentially, it meand apnlying the word Jew to one who is not,a phenomenon

which never before occured in Jewish History.Mespite countless terrible persecutions,
the identity of the Yew remained inviolate.This definition is beneficial to no one,
[

for something pred*ted ofi falsdhhood will never sicceed. The person involved is

not foolled, and by foreing him to lead a double existence,to be externally what

he knows_hehs not internally,one only builds up h:Ls resentmen !
,@v(lﬂv‘ﬂ‘ v ’\S =N L/ umzl

e e quest16n itself is nof on_g m by rere end mavdll bayn Ylsroel

I&Amim is com parably to Mamavdil bayn Ohr L*'Choshech.The latter is clearly not

erided by majority rule. The definition of "Jew" can come from $lfonly one source:

Would anyone deeam of

7

Tor;l:ilmagine a situation where a patient required surgery.

calling a quorum of non-medgcal people,their intelligence and good intentions

notwithstanding,to vot_e on whether or not an operation should be performed?

The Knesset is comprised of 120 people,some of whom are .not Yewish.Yet they parti-
cipated in determining who shall be accepted as a Jew.Would the Knessep ever dream
of determining qualifications for the Moslem faith, of any other? -

The questlon here is not discrminatlo?i as t.o who may emter Israel and receive
ca.tizenshlp.w@%; The objectlon is giving the name Jew to one
who is not.Make him a Minister in the Yovernment, bestow medals galore upon him,
but dondt call him a Jew.He knows he's not,, you know he's not--no one is being
fooled here,certainly n.ot for long.

Those who speak in the name of '\"orah can never be pabty to such an act

med—bwt}weynshou}dwleave?‘ Ament-which-p: such—a-lawy—+his.-would.be-s

2s. A0 ook by==thal ge who speaks for-Torah can t go a:g_airELTorah especially

——+to-changs the essential chatacter of the Jow, X£ Fresoust_candt—
sort~of—intekrilye—rho—cant

In further discussion it yas declared that conversion mnst be K'Halacha in

z WRAGALAVT tn, [
Eretz Israel,but notwsnam Chutz La'aretz. “ho gave anybody the
right to sell-out the s in Chutz La aretz?This nonchalant indyfference is in strong
contrast to the titude towards financial aid from world je 7y

' - " [ wr . 4

Do L node -Lu?o U,Q\CZ‘\WS »'I.\.T\JL 2‘% &zﬂ,-_ﬂ wh Q./,Oﬁé” !

- N 7 '
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~or ths tragedy of the Holg st which oy

*Jk

(2). n already terrible,heartrending situation has been given the offficial

/ : ] 1 . . s
aprroval of the State 8f Lsrael.The pragtices of the Reform "ratbis"fare notorions:
conversion through a couple of easy Yessons (Milah and Mikveh are ughesrd of) jemong

the really liberal--a mablp order /certificate for $25, and now "co version factories"

in Vienyna,fhile and more. lmagifie the anguish of parents, confrontfed by their child-
ren with the prospect of int

-marriage,who are told;"Look,l havé a paper T

- ARSI s APTOS 2R iy o

bought.'he State of Israsl/itseir recognizes me as a Jew. So ;}rxat do you want?"

Those in Israel who believe they are in a safe haven are making a grave mistake,

People travel,commnities are no longer isolated,worlds unto themselves,the :'fmpii—

cations are not far-featched--= soms Yew1n Oshkosh, It means you,If non-Halachic

conversion counts outside of israel, 2 goy from New York dyf ¢dd

who got a "quickie",
or a mail order certificate, can come to 1erushalayim tomerrow and tell you he.s

marrying your daughtert find whynot-~you yourself affirmed his Jewishness.

There is no pgddi defense/of/this, and those who woylq defend 4t avoiq direct
discussi f it.They bri g i i i Jagai
ussion of it,They rlng/ﬂp qustlonS hke,E.}f,.,gfff‘f]ﬁg!%g.gﬁ%ési;ﬁ‘e.@:w‘*—“;

e both topics of impg Srtance, b

~
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Mihu Yehudi - Who Is A Jew?
by Shifra Posner

Purim 5731 - a whole year has gone by since the Rebbe Shlita began
speaking publicly on the subject of Mihu Yehudi - who is a Jew and since
last year nearly every public address of the Rebbe Shlita is tied in with
this problem - Farbrengens, Lag B’'Omer Parade, Neshei Ubnos Chabad
convention, and so on.

The issueis a critical one - crucial to the continued existence of Am Yisrael
as Am Echad Ba’aretz; the Rebbe Shlita has made that abundantly clear. The
is an attempt to summarize the main points of this pressing crisis.

HSoon—after—its—establishment—as—a—state—tThe government of Israel
declared that every Jew has the right to go up to Israel - this is known as
the Chok Hashvoot - The Law of Return. Later the government bestowed
immediate citizenship on any Jew entering Israel. Neither Law made any
attempt at definition and in the late 1950’s the then Prime Minister - Ben
Gurion - sent outa questionnaire to 40 (approx.) world Jewish personalities.
(The Rebbe Shlita’s reply has been printed in The Thought for the Week.)
The vast majority affirmed that the only acceptable definition of the term
jew, is one born of a jewish mother or converted by halachic procedure.

In Israel, eitizens—arereqtired—tohe carry identity cards which state,

among other things, religion and nationality. Benyamin Shalit, an Israeli
who married a non-Jew, (next to this line the Rebbe made a line and wrote:
xin pn MY - to inquire where he is) wanted his children registered as: Religion-
None. Nationality-Jewish. The Supreme Court of Israel upheld his request
deeistons 5-4. The resultant storm and furor of world Jewry caused the
issue to be brought before the Knesset.

The Knesset declared Jewishness to be determined by ones mother or
by conversion 0 with one word intentionally omitted from the clause:
K’Halacha - according to Torah law.

Implicit in this omission is the recognition of conversion by other than
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Halachic procedure, in effect , no conversion. Being that Ministers of the
religious Party paricipated in this decision, the act of the Knesset is even
more deplorable that that of the Supreme Court. For thelse participation

onts implyies the
stamp of approval of Torah - in this case, to something diametrically opposed
to Torah.

Essentially, it means applying the word Jew to one who is not,a phenomenon
which never before occurred in Jewish History. Despite countless terrible
persecutions, the identity of the Jew remained inviolate. This definition
is beneficial to no one, for something predicated of falsehood will never
succeed. The person involved is not filled, and by forcing him to lead a double
existence, to be externally what he knows he’s not internally, one only builds
up his resentment.

The question itself is not one resolved by referendum - Hamavdil bayn
Yisroel LAmim is comparably to Hamavdil bayn Ohr L'Choshech. The Latter
is clearly not decided by Majority rule. The Definition of “Jew” can come
from only one source: Torah. Geruth (conversion) - is a purely religious
matter. Imagine a situation where a patient required surgery. Would anyone
dream of calling a quorum of non-medical people, their intelligence and good
intentions notwithstanding, to vote on whether or no an operation should be
performed?

The Knesset is comprised of 120 people, some of whom are not Jewish. Yet
they participated in determining who shall be accepted as a Jew. Would the
Knesset ever dream of determining qualifications for Moslem faith, or any
other?

The question here in not discrimination as to who may enter Israel and
receive citizenship. This is not the ebjeectiont issue at all. The objection is
giving the name Jew to one who is not. Make him a Minister in the Government,
bestow medals galore upon him, but don’t call him a Jew. he knows he’s not,
you know he’s not - no one is being fooled here, certainly not for long.

Those who speak in the name of Torah can never be party to such an act,

:Fh-rs-weﬁd-be-seehashﬁaet—of—hoﬂes’fy-tha’c one who speaks fL Torah can’t go
against Torah, especially to change the essential character of the Jew. H{-the
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In further discussion it was declared that conversion must be K’'Halacha
in Eretz Israel but nothing-wassaid-abotit necessarily in, Chutz La’aretz!

wWiro—gav dITyooay =4 O =0 'A% Cl ddar

Those in Israel who believe they are in a safe haven are making a grave
mistake. People travel, communities are no longer isolated, worlds unto
themselves. The implications are not far-fetched --- “some Jew in Oshkosh”.
It means you. If non-Halachic conversion counts outside of Israel, a goy
from New York who got a “quickie”, or a mail order certificate, can come to
Yerushalayim tomorrow and tell you he’s marrying your daughter! and why
not - you yourself affirmed his jewishness.

If G-d forbid left as it is, the present law is full of awful consequences
implieations for Am Yisroel. On the other hand it's nullification will eliminate
this pointless anguish and open the door to greater and even heights.

The Rebbe Shlita included in the general blessing and prayers for the new
year, that the decree of Mihu Yehudi be nullified.

Amen.
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