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As is tradition at all joyous events, we begin by thanking G-d for granting us life,
sustaining us, and enabling us to gather here together. We are thrilled that you are able
to share in our simcha.

Indeed, Jewish law enjoins the entire community to bring joy and elation to the
chosson and kallah.

In honor of the Rebbe and Rebbetzin’s wedding in 1928, the Frierdiker Rebbe
distributed a special teshurah (memento) to all the celebrants: a facsimile of a manuscript
letter written by the Alter Rebbe.

In this tradition, we are honored to present:
a) The Rebbe’s letters in honor of the marriage of:
1) The Chosson’s parents.
2) the Kallah’s parents.
3) the Chosson’s Grandparents.
4) the Chosson’s parents (sent to the Grandfather).
b) The Rebbe’s answers to the Chosson’s father — Rabbi Peretz Bronstein:
1) as a Bochur, whether he should continue in Yeshiva or return to university.
2) as a newlywed, regarding what path he should take in life.

¢) The Chosson’s Grandfather, Dr. Yaakov Hanoka, known as “the first Ba’al-
Teshuvah” merited to receive much personal guidance from the Rebbe, both in his
personal life, as well as in his communal activities (e.g. the yearly “Pegisha” or “Encounter
with Chabad” that he would arrange, at first for college students and later also for
faculty). We are honored to present a collection of his correspondence with the Rebbe
much of which has been previously published and is published here with higher quality
scans, and some which are published here for the first time:

Letters (in English):
1) Chanukah 5722, urging him to take the “leap” of becoming fully observant.

2) a copy of a letter regarding the age of the universe and science vs. Torah -
enclosed in the previous letter.

3) a letter from Mazkirus regarding Dr. Hanoka’s youth work.



4) Cheshvan 5724, regarding the first “Pegisha” — the main thing is to influence
the actual keeping of Mitzvos.

5) Kislev 5724, to look for a Shidduch.
6) Tammuz 5724, Congratulations on Shidduch and summer plans.
7) Elul 5724, Rosh Hashono letter.
8) Teves 5727, Details about the Pegisha.
Maanos (short answers written on the margin of the letter):

1) Teves 5723, the Rebbe outlines his Shlichus in life and importance of
completing college degree, advises against operation.

2) Teves 5728, detailed instructions regarding the first faculty Pegisha.
3) Teves 5737, thanks on Pegisha Report.

4) Personal instructions.

5) Thanks for the good news.

6) success in the new Job and when to move.

Yechidus: 3 Adar II 5722, prior to his first visit to the university after joining
Yeshivah, the Rebbe gives detailed instructions how to influence the students.

We hope that you will enjoy the festivities, become involved in every facet of the
celebration, and share the happiness and pride we feel on this day. May we share many
more simchas in the near future!

May the merit of bringing joy to the chosson and kallah bring us to the greatest joy of all,
when we will celebrate the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdosh, speedily in our days.

Bronstien & Oster Famailies
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Letter to the Chosson’s parents upon their marriage

RABBI MENACHEM M. SC..
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch

770 EASTERN PARKWAY

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11213

Perets Bronstein
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Letter to the Kallah’s parents upon their marriage
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

Letters to the Chosson’s Grandfather for; (a) his
marriage (b) the Chossons parents marriage
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 EASTERN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11213

Dr. Yaacov Hanoka
107 York Terrace
Brookline, MA 02146
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

Letters to the Chosson’s Grandfather
Dr. Yaakov Hanoka

eciidinled INRDTIRMU 271100 1m0
avitc]

770 Eastern Parkway PRMININ?
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

PNPIRD IPBOR 770
HYacinth 3-9250 R R |
By the Grace of G-d4

Chenukah, 5722

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr., Jacob Hanoke

Greeting and Blessing:

To save myself repetition, I am enclosing a copy of a letter which
I trust you will find of personal intersst.

I would like to add that in your case, in view of your efforts to
use your good influence with your colleagues, you will surely

have added assistance from On High. According to my informationm,
you are in a position to exercise considerable influence on your
friends, who would follow your good example, and you thus have

the opportunity to save so many individuals. If it has been said,
"He who saves one person savee a whole world," you have the Zechue
to save many worlds.

From my own impressions of you, I know you are not a person to

be discouraged by obstacles. It ies only that "all beginnings are
difficult," and 1t ie necessary to make the first leap in order to
land on the path of the truth,and then the going becomes much
gasler with every step.

Wishing you & happy and inspiring Chanukah,

With bleesing,

By/ﬂ;’“ ‘ﬂ«_m

The enclosed “copy of a letter” is printed below

The Rebbe’s corrections are noted in bold

A

A
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10 . «®  Dovi & Nenucha Bronatein

By the Grace of G-4
Chenukah, 5722
Zrooklyn, N. Y.

Zleseing end Greeting:

Thie ie to follow up our convereation vwhen you were here, snd to re-
iterate my hope thet you heve hed an opportunity to contemplate on
the subject of our discuseion, and thet 1t hee had some beneficial
practical resulte slong the lines which we touched upon during our
conversation,

I want to teke advantage of the pregent aueplicioue deye of Chenukah

to emphasize its timely message end inepiration. #4e you surely know,
the evente which brought about the mirscle of Chenukah had to do with
the bettle egainet the Greek power and influcnce over the Jewish
people, In those clsgslcel daye of Oreck art snd philosophy, etec.,
go=-called Greck culture had conquered the whole world, except for the
tiay - & roel and the Jewieh people. The Oreek attack
on the Jewish people weenot directed azalnet tue study of the Torah
per se, or sgalnst the observance of the Mlitzvoth in general. THut
thelr attack wae aimed at the study of the Torah as g-&'s Torah, snd
agalnet the Chukkim se the statutes of G-a's ¥ill, as we emphesize

in the text of Ve-al Nanieseim. In other words, the Grecke did not
objeet to the Jewe studying the Torsh ag & "sclience, " nor aia they
object to the observance of the Mitzvoth ce a pure "ritual," but they
wanted to eradicate the Divine eource and Divine authority of the
Torah ond Mitzvoth, ineleting thet the humen intellect is sufficient
to discover all truthe. At that time the Jews vho were fevw in number
end "wesk," not only physically tut also in the dlalectic weys of
philoesophy, decided that the only true reply ie to follow the time-
honored Jewlgh aporozech of Neageh v'iiehma, that ie to eay, the resdi-
neee to adhere to the Toreh and Mitzvoth without queetion, even at the
very peril of their livee. Consequently, since thie eporosch wse not
& "logical" one, their victory wae 2lso not & logicel one, and the few
end the weak could desl e esmeshing blow to ¢ many &nd the strong.
flerein lies the reel mirecle of Chanukeh, ae“ie perpetuated by the
lighting of the emell Chenuksh cendles. L

Fortunately, we live in s country ond eoclety wherein there is religi-
ous frgedom and where everybody ocen follow hie religioue convictione,
not only without beélng eubjected to persecution or ridicule, but, on
the contrery, belng respected for 1t. And when & Jew le firmly de-
termined to follow his convictione, regerdless of the difficulties,

it soon becomes epperent thet the difficulties are not ee insurmount-
able se they had eappeered at firet, and with every step along the path

...asitis...
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-2 Chenukah, 5722

of truth, the going becomes easier end eassler.

I truet thet you will also follow thie approasch, &nd you will soon
attain that harmony and peece of mind which you so crave.

Wishing you & happy &nd inepiring Chanukah,
¥ith blessing,

By

It 18 with some surprise that I learnmed that the difflculty which

you fece in taking the right direction 1s in the epparent contradic-
tion which you see between science and the view of the Torah, partic-
ularly on the gquestion of the age of the universe. 1 say "apparent,”
beecause thers is no real contradiction, as no contradiction is possible
for the following reasons:

1. The various so-called scientific theorles regzarding the esge of tihe
world ere, first and foremost, no more than theories. Furthermore,
among all scientific theories, the theorles on the sge of the universe
are the weakest, which scientiste themselvee will be the first to
—admit. 444 to this the fact thet the verlous scientiflic theories on
Oo ﬂ:the aze ofvthe world are mutually contradictory ir the extreme, theat
0

is to esay, @ theory proposed by one branch of sclence wacemeanidy
? invalidates'a theory by another branch of science. But the basle
thing to bear in mind in reference to all scientific theories ie that,
as elready mentioned, they cannot be reggrded, end are not sgo regerded
by selentiste, ae ebsolute e&nd 1mmut%£iak&aws, but only es conjectures.
L3

g 2. I aleo understand thet one of the dirgicultias vhich troubles you

Anlhmg in thies matter ie the so-called Carbon 14 test. But thle again will
further serve to illustrate the above point of the inherent contradlc-
tione among scientific theories. For, as you surecly know, the limit
of the carbon dating doee not exceed 50,000 yeare, vhile the eso-called
geologicel criteris go into millions of years.

3. As already indicated, 1t is important to bear in mind that secience p
deale with theoriee snd not with ebsolute truths. Xven the so-called axa<t
scilences &ﬁ physice and chemistry, the modern sclentific view ls thet
phyeical and chemicel phenomena can only indicete the most probable
results under given conditions, but cennot guarantee the .af:iasz"
certainty of such results on the basie of paet experience. In other
worde, if the result 1s entirely different from the one anticipated,

this would not contradict scilence, but would iteelf become & part of
gcience and further ecientific investigation. If thie 1s s0 in ex=-
perimental science, how much more so in metters vhich are beyond ex-
perimentation, and which lie in the dim past, of something that hap-
pened thousande of years ago, 28 in the matter of the origin and age

the result of a theory proposed by one branch of science reeessarily invalidates the result
of a theory by another branch of science.

... and immutable truths or laws,

... Carbon 14 dating test
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of the world. It is only because the scientistes ere bereft of the
truthe of the Torah that they come up with all sorts of theories,
eince any theory, no metter how fantastic, 1e better than none.
we, on the other hand, to whom the absolute truthe have been re-
vealed in the Divine Torsh, cannot seriously consider scientific
theoriee or deductione as posing any challenge to the abeolute
truth. The unfortunate part is, however, that meny young people
ere confused about the issues, and especially about the true
aspects of esclience on the one hend, and of the Torah on the other.
It 1s a pity that you did not bring up the subject during our
conversation, since it would have been much easler to dlscuss the
subject orally than in writing.

The Rebbe corrects the page number from “2” to “3”

A
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Tel. HYacinth 3-9250 Cables: LUBAVITCH NEWYORK
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SECRETARIAT of RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

the Lubavitcher Rabbi
770 EASTERN PARKWAY, BROOKLYN 13, N. Y.

By the Grace of G-d
20th of Adar II,5722
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr. Jacob Hanuka
T70 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

Fnclosed is the Rebbe's (Shlitto) letter,
which he hopes you will be able to use to
good adventage in your youth work, convey-
ing i1t to your friends with more elaboration
if necessary.

It would be well if you could also convey
to them the message which we heard at the
Purim Ferbreng, ac briefly outlined in
the enclosed INS Bulletin.

With blessing
s Bl , el
Secretary

Encls.

We are currently unsure as to which letter was enclosed, perhaps the Rebbe’s famous letter
dealing with science and the age of the universe dated 18 Teves, 5722, which was published
by mazkirus in Adar of that year.

The LNS bulletin is titled “Rebbe sparks youth to demand more Yiddishkeit.”
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTTIIRMIU 271100 1
Lubavitch PRMINITY
770 Eastern Parkway

Rrockigo 10 M "MPIRE TIWBOR 770
HYacinth 3-9250 RIS L i )
By the Grace of G-d

5th of Cheshvan, 5724
Brooklyn, N. ¥.

Mr. Jacob Hanuka
770 kastern Parkway
Brooklyn, N, Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to see you during the Season of Our Re-
joicing, and I hope that your participation in the Farbrengens
will be lastingly beneficial to you.

I was pleased to receive your letter written at the begin-
ning of the month of Tishrei, in which you write about your
activities in the past summer, I was particularly pleased to
hear from Rabbi Lew about the discussions which you had between
you with regard to your future activities, in addition to those
you write about in your said letter. May G-d grant that all
these activities should be continued effectively, in accordance
with the principle of our Sages that the essential thing is the
deed. Thls is to say, the ultimate aim is to influence all
participants in the direction of actually fulfilling the daily
Mitzvoth,

I wish to emphasize again what I have mentioned to you
' before, that you ought to utilize your capacities in a satis-
factory measure in your field of studies, and what is also most
essential, to find a suitable Shidduch soon.
; cMmg;n?lo ’

With regard to your guestion, which is a Shaala related to
the Shulchan Aruch, you surely know that it is not my custom
to give decisions on such Sheaalos, and you should therefore dis-
cuss the matter again with the Rov that you mention.

As we are coming from the month of Tishrei, concluding on
the happy note of the Season of Our Rejoicing, the purpose of
which is to take a goodly measure of this spirit along for the
vhole year, may it be so in your case, materially and spiritually.

With blessing ¥ M

...question about n*nn, which is...
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

INRDTIIRIW 210N 1mn
Lubavitch WHINIPY

MMPINE 7IPVOR 770
HYacinth 3-9250 RENEN L i |
By the Grace of G=d

15th of Kislev, 5724
Brooklyn, N. Y,

Mr, Yaakov Hanoka
619 st, Pugh St,
State College, Pa,

Greeting and Blessing:

I received your letter written towards the end of
Cheshvan, and I also received regards through the
visitors, especially Rabbi Klein, I was gratified with
the reports, confirmed in your letter, that the fric-
tions have subsided,

I was pleased to note in your letter that you have
made an effort to seek acquaintance with a view to a
Shidduch, Without expressing an opinion on this particu-
lar meeting, about which you also seem to be not fully
certain, I do hope that you will give the mattexr of a
Shidduch your full attention, and act with suitable energy.
May G-d grant you Hatzlocho in this, as also in your
other affairs, especially as we are now in the auspicious
days of Kislev, with the forthcoming Yud-Tes Kislev, and
Chanukah followinge

Hoping to hear good news from you

With b1°$51"9-Y(C;;tLZA«zUZéYWV\
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON ' 1NRTIRIY 2710 Tmn
Lubavitch PRMININY
770 Eastern Parkway

Brooklyn 13, N. Y. TP TIEOR TI0
HYacinth 3-9250 KRR L i -]

By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesh Tammuz, 5724
Brooklyn, N, Y.

Mr, Yaakov Hanoka
619 5. Pugh St.
Apt. 18

State College, Pa.

Greeting and Blessing:

After not hearing from you for a long time, I was
pleased to receive your letter of the 15th of Sivan, and
subsequently to see you at the Farbrengen. I was particu-
larly gratified to note in your letter about the Shidduch,
and may G-d grant that it materializes in a satisfactory
way in every aspect,

Needless to say, I read with interest about your
activities at college. I do not know what the procedure
is at State College, Pa., but no doubt it also has summer
courses. If so, there may be a good opportunity to do some
good work among the summer students through a suitable
summer program, especially as the students may not be as
busy as during wintertime,

Inasmuch as we will soon observe the auspicious days
of 12th-13th of Tammuz, the anniversary of the liberation
of my father-in-law of saintly memory, may G-d grant that
the inspiration should be with each and every one of us, in
the midst of all our people.

As you do not mention anything about your parents and
sister, and as you told me once that your sister has come
closer to Yiddishkeit, I trust that she has made considerable
headway, and that you are using your good influence with her
in a pleasant manner,

Hoping to hear good news from you, and with the blessing

of Chag HaGeulo \(Y\ LA
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTIIRIV 277100 Imn
Lubavitch RN
770 Eastern Parkway

Brooklyn 13, N. Y. T —
HYacinth 3-9250 23 %M

By the Grace of G-d
In the Days of Selichoth,
572%, Brooklyn, N. Y,

Mr. Jacob Hanuksa
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

With the approach of Rosh Hashonah,
the beginning of the New Year, may it
bring blessings to us all, I send you
and all yours my prayerful wishes for

a good and happy year, materially and
spiritually,

With the traditional blessing of

210 #nosnRY #aYn)

Cordially W\% 2R
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18 . ®  Dovi & Nenucha Bronatein

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON : INRDTRIW 27100 Tmn
Lubavitch WRNINID

770 Eastern Parkway

Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

MIPIRE IV 770
HYacinth 3-9250 R B L e

By the Grace of G-d
28th of Teves, 5727
Brooklyn, N, Y,

Mr. Yaakov Hanoka
204 E, Hamilton
State College, Pa., 16801

Greeting and Blessing:

I duly received the request (Pidyon) in behalf
of your father, which will be read at the holy rest-
ing place of my father-in-law of saintly memory at
a propitious time,

I would like to take this opportunity to ask
you about your impressions of the Encounter. I un-
derstand that your suggestion as to the visitors'
limited participation in the Farbrengen was not ac-
cepted for some reason, and they stayed on for the
duration of it. I am interested to know how they
reacted to this experience,

I would also like to know if you had occasion
to speak with your sister along the lines which we
discussed.

May G-d grant that you should have good news to
report in all the above,

As we are approaching the auspicious month of

Shevat, I send you my prayerful wishes for an inspir-
ing and fruitful month.

With bleSSingvvéz;tgbfdgfaﬁﬂ/\
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Maanos to Dr. Yaakov Hanoka

[H7own Nav o]
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(2) 13N 1y 790 7 [the fall term)
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[I could speak to him about it also]
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[(N7own 102 1))
The Rebbe’s answers are printed as they were written, on the margin of Dr. Hanoka’s letter
k=)
N»5WN 192 7
NIOWY VIDTR P77

I am writing to tell the Rebbe x»v5w that plans have been made for the faculty nv»s and that we
would like his opinion on a number of matters related to it. The date which has been chosen is
the weekend of June 22, 111 05720 nav ,Nbw ’s. The men who were our main speakers at the last
student nv 9 have already been contacted and asked to let us know if they will be able to attend.

1YNIY , 01292 AN v [student] YW B3NN DM Y97V — D9 [Speakers] Y78V jam
(1) !PNN D792 B9HY DNN 1IN

(1) WIVES - Should wives be invited? My personal opinion is that having wives will present
housing problems and also make it difficult to keep the program on an informal basis (the format
in which I think it will be most effective). On the other hand if wives are not invited, this might
discourage people from coming.

[if wives are not invited, this might discourage people from coming] 9139 2999

(2) (2 IN DNR) MT99) sessions 9719Y 9919 HaN

(2) Fee - Would a fee of $20 or $25 be too high? The expenses of such a program will be greater
than for the student program, at least in some aspects. The fee for the student program has been
$10.?

[the Rebbe re-arranged the sentence to as follows: |

(23) Fee - Weuld a fee of $20 er-$25betoo-high?

(3) PUBLICITY - So far, I am planning the following: The usual mailings to Campus Hillels;
Mailings to all the members of the Association of Orthodox Jewish Scientists, and an ad in
Commentary magazine. How else can we contact be Jewish faculty mentors? I think this will
more of a problem than with the student program.

(24) [The usual mailings to Campus Hillels] a5 2% 19X N9IN2Y
[How else can we contact be Jewish faculty mentors?] (5) sy onsy o7y

(4) TOPICS - Two possibilities which come to my mind are 'n n»x and 'n nanx. I think that it
would be good if we had topics which were related to a specific text in Chassidus which has been
translated or which could be translated for this purpose, Ideally, what I envision is this: a

197713 9901 ,27799 commandments 7932 9211975 9N2% — 0NN 977) Mo 179 (6)
779991 XNY (B999N3)
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series of topics revolving around one or, at most two, central themes. Each speaker would give,
not a speech, but a lesson in Chassidus on a specific aspect of the general theme. The speaker
would use a specific text which has been translated and which has been sent to the participant
some time before the program so that the texts could be studied and the participant (the faculty
member) could have a number of carefully thought out questions even before he comes to the
program. If the Rebbe x7v5v thinks such a plan is a good one and a feasible one, then would he
suggest specific topics and texts? Also, would it be possible to ask the speaker on a particular
subject and text, if that text has not been translated into English, to do the translation himself?
This would mean that it would be an unofficial translation, and consequently, it would probably
be simpler to do it this way.

(5) SCHEDULE - Would it be better to start with registration thursday evening and the first
scheduled program friday morning, or to start with with registration friday afternoon, and the
first program after nnn? In the latter case the program could run to monday morning as for the
student programs, for the other case, we could finish sunday afternoon, say. Since naw comes
rather late at that time of year, it will be too late to have a program after the seudah, on friday
evening, but we could however, schedule one or two major sessions during the day, possibly one
for the morning and another after nnin?

(7) [ex— to start with registration friday afternoon]

(6) OTHER SPEAKERS Besides the four men who were the speakers at the student program,
should we approach anyone else? I was wondering especially if it would be fruitful to have a panel
discussion with about four panelists each giving a twenty minute talk as follows:

a. Dr. Yitzchak Block on Torah and Philosophy
b. Dr. Paul Rosenbloom on Torah and Science

c. A psychologist or psychiatrist on Torah and Psychology (or Psychiatry)
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d. Any other academic specialist on the Torah and his field.

For the psychology, two people which I think might be suitable are Prof. Lukens in Albany and
Dr. Twersky in Pittsburgh. The general idea of the panel would be to have a discussion of the
Torah attitudes towards important contemporary academic disciplines.

(8) [Prof. Lukens in Albany and Dr. Twersky in Pittsburgh]
("NYNN 1NN D) YAV NYM) DNV
(9) [? 72W PP OINNRN 37¥] (TINN) PVDIAT SV SPOIYNV (9999) .97 977Y 9935 INTD

Besides the panel speakers, I plan to ask all known Lubavitchers with academic connections to
be present for the program and to act as guides. The guides would each be assigned a small
number of people with whom they will try to maintain personal contact during and after the
program. The main job of the guides would be communication that is, to help the participants
feel that they can relate to the environment in which they will be for the program.

(10) 1999 [: NNINND NPDIN Y]
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Report of the Pegisha — Teves 5737
PEGISHA - 3737

General Observations:

Uverall, I think this was one of our best Pegishas. The
response from students was very favorable, as far as I could see.
The program was not too bad from the point of view of organization,
ana as far as covering the passages, we accomplished this. Further,
because we were able to provide a rough translation of the sgicha from
i2 tammus which dealt with these 12 passages, the follow up on the
theme was better than ever before; students were able to take home
material which was an excellent fdddow up to that which they heard
in the talks. 7The spirit at this yegisha was very high - especially
by tas time of lMotzoei Shabbos. V
Specifics:

1. Before Shabbos - Y. Block - the time element was tight here
but this still was a good introduction to Shabbos.

2, After the seudah, 2. Posner - An excellent session, all around.
The speaker was very good, the response enthusiastic and the theue
topic - Ahavas Yisroel was well covered.

3. ©Shabbos morning - Y. Block -~ We started late on this session
but the topic was covered, A considerable amount of discussion was
on “proving" that G-d exists.

4. Seudah Shlishis - Dr. Landes - le was excellent. A combination
of a dynamic speaker, good jokes, some very salient remarks on the
state of Judaism in America and the contribution of Lubavitch to this,
and what it means to be a frum practicing psychologist. His directness
and nluntness in dealing with questions inpressed everyone. He shawdd
definitely ne more involved in this sort of thing.

5. Havdola - Shmuel Lew -~ Shmual spoke on the meaning of Havdola
and tied this in very nicely with the Shma ~ one of the 12 passages.

He also told z story from Mendel Futexfass to show Mesiras Hefesh

A

I | B
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for Yiddisinkeit.

€. Hotzoei Shabbos - Professor Iwersky —- He began with a brief
introduction to the concept of Torah shel Baal Peh and then went
into directly learning a piece of Mishna and Gemora. I think his
overall talk was shorter than it needed to be - he was anxious to
go back howe but the students certainly received a flavor of what
learning Gemora is about,

7. HMotzoei Shabbos - bDr. Weinbaum - de spoke briefly, following
some anlgunim and nikudim which followed Professor Twersky's talk.
Hde explained his involvement in preparing the step booklet., The
students were quite interested.

€. lotzoei Shabbos - Midnight Farbrang - Dr. Block ~ This lasted
quita late until after 5:00 A.d. But apparently for those who heard
it, it was very effective., VYitzchok first spoke about the ideas
behind tae tenth of Teves and then we passed around a pushka and
everyone gave Tzedaka. Following this, he went into his theme based
on one of the 12 passages and more or less dwelt on this the rest
of the farbrang.

9. Sunday afternocon - 4. Posner - A good learning session on two
of the 12 passages.

10. Sunday evening - Z. Posner - Final session Again very well

presented and a good way to finish.

CONCLUSIONS

1. A guestion which came up frequesntly and which I did not feel
was answered in full is that of dealing with parents when their own
child cecides to become frua and they are not sympathetic to his or
her daecision. I would strongly recommend a short booklet be written
on this question ~ both from the point of view of clearly explaining

what the Shulchan Aruch says and also some practical advice for both

A
0
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parants and children involved in this. It szhould be the kind of
booklat which both parents and children would benefit from by reading
it. I have some very specific ideas of what should be in each booklat
In one, if the Rebbe Shlita thinks it iz a good idea, I would likes to
write up a‘suggeated outline. 2As far as authorship is concerned, I
would suggest a collaboration between Zalman Posner and Dr. Landes
from California. The need for such a booklet was, to me, painfully
obvious from the emotion laden questions on this subject during the
Pegisha.

2. Many of the participants came because of their connection with
Chabad House. Our efforts to reach students in places where there
is nco Chabad House should ba investigated further and improved.

Our publicity is still inadequate, I think.
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Yechidus
Thursday Night, 3 Adar II, 57221

For some time now Yaakov Hanoka has been invited to Penn State University for a
Shabbaton with his friends there. Finally, the hanhola gave him permission to go together with
me for Shabbos Parshas Pikudei. A week and half before we were to leave, he wrote in a tzetel
to the Rebbe asking for advice and a brocho on the trip. He did not receive any answer.

The evening before we left, Thursday night, after maariv, Rabbi Chodakov told him that
the Rebbe x"u"7v would answer his tzetel in person, he should go into yechidus that night. He
went in to yechidus at 9:00 and came out some time after 9:30.

The Rebbe: Good evening Mr. “Chanukah.”

The Rebbe asked how he’s progressing, if he understands Yiddish and if he listens to any
shiurim in the Yeshiva, etc.

Yaakov answered that he understands generally what is being said in the shiurim.
The Rebbe: Do you learn with a chavrusa in English or Yiddish?
YH: English.

The Rebbe: How do you like the yeshiva? You needn’t answer if you don’t want
on this.

Yaakov Hanoka: I don’t mind answering, but I don’t want to waste the Rebbe’s time. I am
convinced that coming to yeshiva was the right thing, and I have no regrets for the move I made.

The Rebbe: How are you doing financially? - You needn’t answer on this either -
I don’t believe in asceticism - it’s not chassidus.

YH: So far I still have some money. I can tutor college boys when I am out of money. I am
not worried about money.

The Rebbe (with a smile): You must feel like a pioneer. [perhaps the Rebbe said: “You
are a pioneer”]

YH: I don’t like to be an example. I don’t yet feel fit to represent what they expect of me, and
I don’t want to disappoint anyone that I'm not living up to their expectations.

! After this yechidus Dr. Hanoka sat down with his friend Shmuel Lew who jotted down points
from the yechidus in a mix of Hebrew and English. Rabbi Lew consequently sent a letter to his
friend Asher Zeilingold with part of the Yechidus transcribed in English, we have attempted to
piece together the Yechidus from these two sources. This has been done before in Hebrew
(Teshura Rivkin-Hanoka 5776), we have redone it anew in English (its original language),
including several points which are being printed here for the first time.
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The Rebbe: When you go to Penn State tomorrow for Shabbos, behave normaly.
And bear in mind that you are constantly in the presence of Hashem. Act yourself,
and don’t be afraid to convey your impressions and true feelings to the students.
You shouldn’t worry that it might discourage them from Yiddishkeit.

Don’t lead them to believe that you lack anything as a result of coming to
yeshiva, - if anything, that will discourage them from Yiddishkeit.

And as for being an example, it’s not your choice! Every Jew, whether they like
it or not is an example, even one who is not practicing. by virtue of Mattan
Torah, he is automatically - whether aware or not - an example, for he is constantly
reminded - by others also - that he is a Jew, and the Jewish people have been chosen
to be an example for the entire world. This is one of the reasons for Anti-Semitism,
inasmuch as they resent this fact. So don’t worry about it, because whether you like
it or not - you are an example.

Development means that you should not be the same Jew on Monday as you
were on Sunday, but better. However, this Shabbos you must not act like what’s
expected from you for next Sunday. Don’t try to pretend to be something that you
are not.

Yaakov had been having trouble with his feet. The Rebbe told him: Give Tzedokah before
putting on tefillin, the main thing is not the amount - when the time comes you will
give larger amounts - rather that it should be every weekday. [The Rebbe also gave an
explanation on the connection of tefillin and feet, but Yaakov couldn’t remember the details].

The Rebbe: When you are at Penn State, you should convey the Purim message2
and emphasize its importance. These Mitzvos can easily be fulfilled, and therefore
might seem small, yet they are nonetheless important.

To understand this:3 Moshe Rabbeinu put on Tefillin the same way a 13-year-
old in America - who knows nothing [about Yiddishkeit] puts on Tefillin, yet they both
have the same importance. For the basis of everything is Emuno - that everyone

2 Dated Rosh Chodesh Adar II, 5722. “To: Rabbis, Principals, Teachers and Parents” (culled from the Farbrengen
of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel) - stressing the importance of Mishloach Monos and Matonos L'Evyonim.

3 The following is the way the explanation was written in the letter: Moshe Rabeinu was the ultimate in daas and a
thirteen year old American who knows almost nothing is very low in daas. Yet, they gleichen zich ois in two things.
1. Maaseh: both have an equal obligation to wear tefillin, etc. 2. Emunah: Moshe Rabeinu needs emunah as much
as a kid. As great a level as one can attain with taam vodaas (knowledge and reason), Hashem is still higher, and
you need emunah. Similarly, just like the greatest and lowest must equally be m'vatel themselves to Hashem, so
too, the biggest and smallest mitzvos are equally vital in the detail of bitul horotzon.

The two mitzvos of Purim, no matter how small they seem, are vital. Those mitzvos also have a deep spiritual
significance. They represent the unity of all Jews from n'wn, "friend" represents someone close in spirituality to
[I"aX, and "poor” represents the strongest nuance to describe a destitute one who lacks everything.
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must have a basic Emuno, and in this aspect Moshe Rabbeinu and the 13-year-old
are equal. So too these Mitzvos are important - as all the other Mitzvos.

Mishloach Monos and Matonos L’Evyonim: the nuances of the term “Evyon”
(»an) implies that he craves (axn) to have anything. Just like there can be an Evyon
physically, so too there can be an Evyon spiritually. And one is obligated to give
“Matonos L[’Evyonim” all the more so when the Evyon is “]Re’eihu” (one’s friend).

These two Mitzvos represent also two levels of divine service; “Re’eihu” - one
who is close, and “Evyon” [- distant]. So too a person has two approaches; 1) religion
based on understanding - yet he remains with nothing (Evyon). 2) Kabbolas Ol -
and he is close to Hashem (Re’eihu).

Emuno transcends understanding, for understanding can only be up to a
certain extent, and beyond that one must have Emuno. Every Jew has, or can
attain, such Emuno.

I try to apply this to myself, and I find that this helps me very much in my life. I
am therefore giving you this advice in the hope that it will also help you in your life.

May the Almighty bless you in your undertaking this weekend and may you
return with success

Rabbi Lew recounted: On Thursday night Rabbi Chodakov asked me to tell him over what
I heard from Yaakov about his yechidus. When we were already at Penn State, on Friday
afternoon, I received a long distance call from Rabbi Chodakov. He said that he asked the
Rebbe Shlita and had confirmed the two points about tzedoka before tefillin, (but that the Rebbe
did not repeat the connection,) and about Moshe Rabeinu and the kid.
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