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3rd of Sivan, 5716
Breooklyn, N,Y,

Mr. Yitzchok Leib Block
Bradshaw Street
Dorchester, Mass.

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to recelve your letter

with the news of your having passed your
s oral examinafion. I trust you will be

equally successful with your other exami-
nations. I was also pleased to read about
the subject matter of your conversation
with your uncle, which refleects their good
sentiments toward you.

As you do not mention your mother, I
assume that everything is well with her, and
I hope to hear good news also about your
sister Menucha Leah 4,

With prayerful wishes for your success
and wishing you also a happy and inspiring
Festival of the Receiving of Our Torah with
inner and lasting joy,

With blessing,

BY/ ;-ﬂ:’ P2 _//%"‘M

Mazzaltov on the occasion of the birth
of a girl to your sister, and may the parents
bring her up to a life of Torah, Chuppah and
Maasim Toivim,
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Mr. Irving Block
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54 Pradst Street

sorchester, lass,
Mr. Yitzchok Leib Rlock
64 Bradshaw Street
Dorchester 21, Mass.
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Freeting and Blessing:

Greeting and Blessing:

I received your letter of May 6th and the preceding one. ¥t wen hare
ding Ch%ssldutt,
is progressing.
in all above,
way that is best
1 peece of mind

In reply to your question concerning a deferment, insofar as I know,
it is normal to receive a further deferment in the place where defer-
ment had been granted before, and that this is easire too. On the
other hand, a change of domicile might make it more difficult. How-
ever, 1f it should turn out that in your present place of registration
there 1s no possibility of obtalning a further deferment, you should
then proceed in eanother place.

You do not mention ebout anv zsencistion with friends =
It is also possible, in view of the fact that the formal approval of gjgvcid o“brzl;lfguiijtwfln;ou ngg}ifigqll E;cflnzgoziaf
your dissertation will take place only next year, that it would iy R W o ;ﬂl,i 1 '3‘.{h¢;ﬁ%1lt;;]$v“nf1 -
favorably impress your faculty if you remained in contact with Harvard, tlo?s'lﬂ a2 vay that is helpful, both spirituslly and
at least part of the time, and not terminate your registration there, religiously.

which would no doubt come to their attention.

Nor do you mentlon anything ebout your mother, or the
I was pleased to read in your letter about the appointed times that other members of your family, from which I assume thet

you have for the study of the Torah, although they are not adequate,
However, inasmuch as you will be through with your examinations next
week, which I hope will be successful with the help of G=-d, I trust

everything is in order.

If you can find e discreet way in which ito help the student
that you will then have time for more extensive periods of study, both Verter fron the Bronx, who is at Harvard, thet ig,to
igasYigfizégri?d others. May G-d help you to be able to have good give him spiritual support, e pecially that hcésnoyld

not be bashful about cendueting mself according to the

With Blessing, true Jewlsh "ay, you would render =z rezl gzood service. Of
course, he should not know thet the ilnitistive came from me.

it stand you in =zo

Byl/fﬁau /é&u@bf Your donation was ;urned over to the Keren HaTorah, 2nd may

Hoping to hear good news Irom you always.

Letter #5 Letter #6
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I received your letter, in which you write about your conver-
gsatlon with youyg, vprofessors. Nevertheless, I hope that you have
occaslion to meel,lrom time to time, which may improve their
general atiitude towards you.

No doubt, as usual, you will be here for the Yud Tess Kislev,

if this does not entail any unususl hardship. At any rate, it
would be well if you could arrange in your place to have some get=
together, in immediate proximity to Yud Tess Kislev, either

before or after, of the studentis who have an interest in, and
some affinity to Chassidiem and the Chassidic way of life, at
which you could personally participate.

Theenclosed brochure on Yud Tess Kislev may be of help to you.

With bles ej'(, }/ ‘M&{

Letter #7

DR. YAAKOV HANOKA

Born in 1936 in central New Jersey, Jack Hanoka grew up in a non-religious but traditional Sefar-
dic family from Salonika, Greece. His parents were among the early members of “Congregation
Es Ahaim Sefaredith” (today, Congregation Etz Ahaim) in Highland Park, at that time the only
Sefardic synagogue in New Jersey.

As a graduate student at Penn State in 1962, Jack was searching for some meaning (he almost
joined the Peace Corps) when he met some Chabad Yeshiva students who came to the cam-
pus for a Shabbos with the students. He was attracted to their sincerity, their Jewish pride and
pure joy of Judaism. He soon followed them to New York where he met the Rebbe for the first
time.

When he decided to join the Yeshiva, the administration balked at accepting a student who
could barely make out the Hebrew letters. The Rebbe recommended that they take him in, say-
ing, “He will be the first of thousands . . ."”

The Rebbe advised Jack — now Yaakov - to understand that the beginning will be tough. (See
letter #1). The Rebbe suggested that Yaakov not ask himself, “What am | doing here?¢” for the
first three months of his stay in Yeshiva.

And stay he did. While in 770, Yaakov was asked to go to Penn State campus for a Shabbos to
meet with some of the Jewish students. He was told that he could inspire others to fake another
look at their own Yiddishkeit. The Rebbe reminded him that,

“Every Jew is a role model whether he wants to be or not.”

When he was asked to arrange a program for Jewish college students over school break, Yaa-
kov suggested that the students would not want to give up their whole vacation, but instead
should be invited to spend a week in New York. This came to be called “Pegisha Im Chabad” -
“Encounter With Chabad"”, or simply, Pegisha.

When Yaakov suggested that he might want to become a Rabbi and work on campus, the
Rebbe urged him to go back to school to complete his PhD. “You will do more for Judaism with
three letters after your name!”

Yaakov returned to Penn State, but the Rebbe stayed closely in touch with him, encouraging
him to be actively involved in reaching out to other Jewish students. (See letter #2).

Yaakov married Bina Hertzberg in 5725 (1964) in Brooklyn. They lived in Pennsylvania while Yaao-
kov finished his studies.

Even while living in State College, PA, the Pegisha program continued (See Letter #3). One of
the regular features of each Pegisha was a lively and warm “Farbrengen’ with Dr Yitzchok Block
of London Ontario. These often lasted all night and on into the morning, as Yaakov reported
back to the Rebbe (See typed report).

Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky, one of the Rebbe's primary secretaries, remembers that the Rebbe hard-

ly ever found the need to edit or comment on Dr Hanoka's reports on the Pegisha. The most
common editorial note was something like, “You failed to report your own conftribution to the

weekend.”
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As can be seen in the report, Dr Hanoka was not shy about offering suggestions. At one point, Lubavitch TRMNIY
he wrote some suggestions about how fo improve the setting of the Rebbe’s farbrengens. Says WSW A
Rabbi Shmuel Lew, “The Rebbe took that letter which was two or three pages typed, and . . . said olbenls ol o e
that every one of these recommendations should be implemented.” HYocinth 39250 AR R
The Pegisha continues to attract students from around the world to this day, even as Dr Hanoka By the Grace of G-d
and Dr Block look down frpm heaven. Dr Hanoka passed away in 2011, and Dr Block returned his Rosh Chodesh Tammuz, 5724
soul to his maker earlier this year. Brooklyn, N, Y

’ . .

And now, their grandchildren are getting married. Mazel tov!

Lubavitch 3
770 Eastern Parkway TRITIRIT?
Brocklyn 13, N. Y.
s "R TIFEOR 770
HYacinth 3-9250 QA rYm
By the Grace of G=&
Chenuksh, 5722

grooklyn, N. Y.

Mr, Yaakov Hanoka
619 S, Pugh St,
Apt. 18

State College, Pa,

Greeting and Blessings

After not hearing from you for a long time, I was
pleased to receive your letter of the 15th of Sivan, and
subsequently to see you at the Farbrengen, I was particu-
larly gratified to note in your letter about the Shidduch,
and may G=d grant that it materializes in a satisfactory
way in every aspect,

Mr, Jacob Eanoke

Sreeting end Bleeeing: Needless to say, I read with interest about your

activities at college. I do not know what the procedure
is at State College, Pa., but no doubt it also has summer
courses. If so, there may be a good opportunity to do some

-

To save myself repetition, I am enclosing & copy of a2 letter which
I truet you will finé@ of personal interest.

I would like to add that in your cesee, in view of your efforte to
uee your gzood influence with your colleaguee, you will eurely

have added aesslestence from On High. According to my information,
you are in & position to exerciee coneideradle influence on your
friends, vwho would follow your good example, and you thus have

the opportunity to esave so meny individuale. If it has been sald,
"He who saves one person savee & whole world," you heve the Zechus
to eave many worlds.

good work among the summer students through a suitable
summer program, especially as the students may not be as
busy as during wintertime,

Inasmuch as we will soon observe the auspicious days
of 12th-13th of Tammuz, the anniversary of the liberation
of mr father-in-law of saintly memory, may G-d grant that
the inspiration should be with each and every one of us, in
the midst of all our people.

From my own impreseione of you, I know you are not & person to

be discoureged by obstacles. It is only that "ell beginninge are
difficult," and 1t ie necessary to meke the first leap in order to
land on the path of the truth,and then the going becomee much
eaeler with every estep.

As you do not mention anything about your parents and
sister, and as you told me once that your sister has come
closer to Yiddishkeit, I trust that she has made considerable
headway, and that you are using your good influence with her
in a pleasant manner,

Hopingeto hear goed news from you, and with the blessing
of Chag Ha < !2

ulo \(Y\ h&dL/1}3’)’y\

Wiehing you & happy &nd inepiring Chanukah,

With bleeelng,

BY oo e S n Letter #1

Letter #2
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Mr, Yaakov Hanoka
204 E, Hamilton
State College, Pa, 16801

Greeting and Blessing: Sl

I duly received the request (Pidyon)
of your father, which will be read at the
ing place of my father-in-law of saintly
a propitious time. S RL T

@ <<

Typed Report about the Encounter Program

PEGISHX - 5737

Ganeral Ubservations:

wvarall, I think this was one of our best Pegishas. The
response from students was very favorable, as far as I could see.
ihe progran was not too bad from the point of view of organization,
ana as far as covering the passages, we accomplished this. Purther,
because we were able to provide a rough translation of the wmicha from
il Yampus wnich dealt with these 12 pagsages, the follow up on the
theme was LDetter than ever bafore; students were able to take home
macterial which was an exceallent f&dbow up to that which they heard
An the calks. The spirit at this yegisha was very high - especially
by taa time of Notzoei Shabbos.
Specifics:

i. Dafore Shabbos - Y., Llock - the tize element was tight here
but tnis still was a good introduction to Shabbos.

2., After the seudah, 2. Fosner - An excellant session, all around.
The speaker was very good, the response enthusiastic and the theue
topic = Ahavas Yisroel was well covered.

3. ©&Ghabbos morning - Y. Block - lWe started late on this sesaion
but the topic was covered. A considerable amount of discussiocn was
on “proving" that G-d exists,

4. Seudah Shlishis - Dr. Landes - lla was excellent. A\ combination
of a dynamic speaker, good jokas, soma very salient remarks on tha
state of Judaism in America and the coantribution of Lubavitch to this,
and what it means to he a frum practicing psychologist. Uis directness
and slurtness in dealing with questions lapressed everyone. iie shambd
definitely pe more involved in this sort of thing.

5. Havdola - Shhmel Lew - Shmuel spoke on the meaning of Havdola
and tied this in very nicely with the Shma - one of the 12 passages.
ke also told a story from Mendel Futerfass to show Mesiras Nefesh

Continued on page 18
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for ¥Yiddisakeit.

. lwotzoel Shavbos - Frofessor lwersky - le began with & brief
lutroduction to the concept of Yorah shel Baal Peh and then vent
into directly learning a piece of Mishna and Gemora. I think his
overall talk was shorter thau it needed to be - he was anxious to
g0 Lack Loww but the students certainly received a flaver of what
learning Gemora is about,

1.

hotzoel Ghabbos ~ Ur, Weinbaum - de spoke briefly, following

S0 alguids and mikudis which followed Professor Twersky's talk.

de caplaliec Lis Lanvolvement in preparing the step bocklet. The
studuants ware 444+ L8 Anterestec,
E. iotzoel Shabbos - Midnight Farbrang - Dr, Block - This lastad

quits late until after 5:00 A.d. Dut apparently for those who heard

4L, 10 wWas Vely alfective, sabzChon Lirst n"w;-..u about the ideas

DOLL.;. Lhe tanth ol Teves and

anc then we passed around a pushka

avaryoue gave Jiekdka. Following this, he went into his theue Lased
on one of the li passages and sore or less dwelt on this tha rest
S a6 farxorang.

J. Sunday alleruocon - 4. Yosner A good learning session on two
of tua ld passages.

10. Swaday eveniug - 2, Posner - Final session Again very well

pPrOBOntec ald & yood way Lo fiudsa.

COWCLJLIONS

l. A gquestiocn which caue up frequesntly and which I did not feel
was asssered in full is that of dealing with parents when their own
child ceclidas to becowms frus and they are not sympathetic to his or
ber decisiva. 1 would strongly reccumsend a short booklet be written
on this question - both from the point of view of clearly explaining

what the Shulchan Aruch says and also some practical advice for both

Confinued on page 1
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perants and children involved in thiszs. It should be tho kind of
booklat which both parants and children would benefit from by reading

it. I have some vary specific ldeas of what should b in each hooklat

In ons, if thie Rebbe Shlita thinks it is a good idea, I would liks to

wricea gp a suggested outline. As far as authorship is concerned, I

would suggest a collaboration between ZTalman Fosner and Dr. Landes

from California., The need for such a booklet was, to me, painfully

obviocus frow the amotion ladan questions on this subject during the
Pegisha,

2., Many of the participants came because of their connection with

Chabad ilouse. Our efforts to reach students in places where there

is no Chabad should ba investicated further and improved.

A0OUuse

T think

astill

inadequate,

Our publicity ia

< oD






