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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON NRTIIRIY 271100 Tmn
Lubavitch wBMRANG
770 Eastern Parkway

Ereadiai Aty Bt NP TIWBOR TT0
HYacinth 39250 51 popma

By the @race of G-d
Erev Purim, 5734
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Miss Chava Frieda Mindel
238 E. Walnut Street
Long Beach, N.Y.

Blessing and Greeting:

This is in reply to your letter, in which you asked my
advice concerning the continuation of your studies.

Generally speaking, it is not advisable to change schools
in the middle of the term, especially when the greater part of
the school year has already passed - unless there are compelling
reasons connected with matters of Yiras Shomayim.

With regard to next year, however, the approach should be
the same as in all cases and matters of Torah and Kedusha; the
more Torah and Yiras Shomayim, the better.

Therefore you should choose that school which is permeated,
in the greater degree, with Yiras Hashem and Ahavas Hashem.

At this time, on the eve of Purim, I trust you will remember
that women had an important share in the Miracle of Purim. As
you know from the Megillah, Esther's role was not a secondary
one, but a leading one. This is further emphasized by the fact
the Megillah is not named after Mordechai or anyone else, but
after Esther exclusively. Every detail in Torah is a teaching
in itself, just as "Torah" in general means "instruction." The
Alter Rebbe said r>nx3 x°73 a7nn , therefore its teachings
are everlasting and always timely for every Jewish daughter,
everywhere and at all times. I trust the festival of Purim will
be a great inspiration to you, to follow in the path of the
Torah and Mitzvoth even to the extent of @83 a1’ , which
really involves no more than jis98 avcor |, for @83 and 1137
are synonymous.

Wishing you a happy and inspiring Purim,

A~

With blessing | /) :
M=o eenfom
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By the Grace of G-d
i7th of Kislev, 5730
Brooklyn, N.Y,

Mr, Chaim Aron Block
1059 William Siree
London, Ont.

Sholom uBrocho:

I was pleased to receive your letter, .. which you wrote tiiat you
you are putting on a play in honor o: Yud Tes Kislev.

This gives me the assurance that you know the history of this
important day, and realize also that the main thing in rememobering
events that happened to Gedolei Yisroel is to strengthen the daily
conduct in a way that would please them., This & ‘mlies to hoth old
and young, but it is well known that the Alter Reiin., whose Chag
Hageulo we observe on the 19th of Kislev, gave spec.al attention to
the Chinuch of the young,

May G-d grant that you should be an inspiring examp.e o all your
friends and a source of true Yiddish and Chasidish Nachas to your
parents.

With the blessing of Chag Hageulo
and bright Chanukah days ‘n'\ _oar.0 -

P”3% 2ndn ,pRY2 AW IR 00 D70 D00 AR nhw L9 1
N%pn 071722 1903 ©”7 TIADY TV P3N RIAW D0 121 VIR
TN 2NO12 12 MY 2277 .8, PI0NR 1IN PYaw
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Dear Pditer:

Under separate cover we ars sending yeu a review
cepy of the LIQQUTPI AMARIM (TANYA), by Rabbi
Schneur Falman ef Liadi, translated’ by Dr. Nissan
Mindel, which we have Just published,

The place of the Tanya in Chasidic literature is
well knewn. It is the classical werk ef Chabad
which constitutes a scheef of theught as well as

_n.t..l]_%e, and which has cemmanded widespread
@inflﬂnnce ("?ecegnition of its appearance te this

Tom the time

The present velume is the first translatien ef
this eutstanding werk inte axy Turepean language,
namely "nglish. It has, understandably, arsused
much interest, and we feel cenfident that yeu
would wish te have @t reviewed in your esteemed
publicatien.

Sheuld you publish a review, we weuld appreciate 15*«
yoursending us twe ceples of yeur publicatien 3
centaining the review.

Sincerely yeurs,

Rabbi M, 4. Hsdaknv\ 4
Directer /wu
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Lth ef Adar, 5722

Dr, YTltzchek Bleck, Ph. D,
625 Xipps Lane
Lenden, Ont.

Deay Dr. Bleck:

We wish te invéte yeu te Join esur ®nditerial Staff, and
€9 use your name 38 cignatery en the enclesed dra}ted
letter which we prepese te send sut te the enclesed 1ist
of periedicals. If this is agreeable te ysu, please
slgn the enclessd letter and return same with the list.

The news @of the publicatien ef the g in Ynglich has
a2lready premplted seme editers of certain periedicals

te request review ceples, in some casee asking alse Ter

a2 prepared review, in view ef the faect that they had ne
qualified reviewar fer this particular besk. We believe
yeu weuld be eminently qualified te write a review and
would welcome same for publicatien. (Please include

alse a few lines abeut yeur academic backgreund, as it

1s custemery te give seme informetien abeut the reviever),

Under separate cever we are sending yeu a cepy of the
beek with eur, and the auther's,cempliments.

With kindest regards and best wishes for a kezive
vachasine teive,

SBincerely yeuvs,
Dr, Nissan Mindel

"ncls.

20) PRY2 PRIYY 9772 XWX (79577 20) 9737 977 7197 ,2737 °397 R 7Y
WINR R2INA Y NWw 77°R0 TR 191 2nomni Yy onnk wpal,(nnn
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Tel, PResident 4-0507 . »

“KEHOT” U197 TIRYIN
Publication Society YTINR

770 EASTERN PARRWAY mpIe b 770
BROOELYN, N. Y. RIS IR LT

August 10, 1962

Dear Bditer:s

Under separate cever we are sending yeu a review cepy
ef the LIQQUTRI AMARIM (TANYA), by Rabbi Schueur Zalman ef
Liadi, translated, with an Intreductien, by Dr. Nissan
Hindel, which we have just published,

The plage ef the in Hasidic literature is well
knewn, It 4s the classical werk ef Habad, which eenstitutes
a scheel ef theught as well as z way ef life, and which has
commanded widespread recegnitien and influence frem the tims
of its appearance te this day.

The present velume is the £ translatien of this
eutstanding werk inmts a Yurspean language, namely Fnglish,
It has, understandably, areused much interest, and we feel
ceonfident that yeu weuld wish te have it reviewed in yeur
esteemed publicatien.

Sheuld yen publish a review, we weuld appreciate yeour
sending us twe cepies of yeur publicatien centaining the
review, fer eur library.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Irving Bleck, Ph, D.

PR'?:I jP78° 97937y DNNIW °52 N°D1071 INTITAN2 ,2NdN0T 1XD
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Below is the 3rd Draft (1st English Draft)

of the
The “Bi- Lingual Tanya”

INTODUCTUION
THE BOOK, ITS SOURCES
AND COMPOSITION

By Rabbi Nissan Mindel

with notes and corrections from the Lubavitcher Rebbe
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Part 1. The Book

The author called his work by three distinct names. Each of
these names characterizes the book in its own way. These names are:

1. Likutei Amarim - “Collected Essays." By this name the
author describes his work in his "Compiler's Foreword," thereby
humbly disclaiming any originality for his work. In fact the author
explicitly states that his treatise constitutes a collection of essays
"which have been selected from books and scribes, heavenly saints,
who are renowned among us” Under this title the book was first
published (Slavita, 1796).:

1 Hakdamat ha-melaket (“Compiler’s Foreword”), Likutei Amarim (Tanya), Kehot Publication Society
(Brooklyn, N.Y,, 1958), p. 7.

2 See list of Tanya editions, Tanya, pp. 712.
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2. Tanya, after the initial word of the book, quoting a Beraitic:
source.: The quotation from tannaitic lore serves the author more
than as a homiletic introduction to his system. Dealing, as it does,
with the mystic descent of the soul and its destiny, it provides the
author with a starting point, based in the Talmud; from which to u
nfold his whole system. Under this title the book appeared for the
second time (Zolkiev, 1798), with Likutei Amarim as subtitle.:

3. Sefer shel Benonim - "Book of the Intermediates,"so
called after the type of personality on which the book centers
attention, that is, the intermediate type whose moral position is
between the tzaddik ("righteous man") and rasha ("wicked man").
Thus the author pointedly indicates that his primary concern is
not with the tzaddik, upon whose veneration general Chassidut
had placed so much emphasis, nor with the rasha, upon whose
condemnation much has been said in other Jewish ethical works,
but with the benoni, the "intermediate” man:, whose rank is within
reach of every person. The name Sefer shel Benonim appeared as a

«,»

3 Editors note: The Rebbe changed the spelling of “Beraitic”, by crossing out the “e” and replacing it

« »

with an “a”, reading “Baratic”.

4 T.B. Niddah, 30b.

5 Seen. 2, above.

6 Editors note: In the first draft it appears slightly different, reading: “ but with the “average,” or
rather “moderate” man,”

7 Tanya, beg. ch. 14.
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substitute: in the first addition® ("Likutei Amarim, Part One, called
Sefer shel Benonim"). However, actually the author often refers to
the whole book, and not merely its first part, when using the title
Sefer shel Benonim.»

The standard complete editions of this work include the
following five parts, each of which is an independent treatise:

Part I. Likutei Amarim, or Tanyaproper, comprising a
Foreword and fifty-three chapters (148 pp.).

Part IT: Sha'ar ha-Yichud veha-Emunah ("Portal of Unity and
Belief"), with a Foreword and twelve chapters (30 pp.).

Part III: 1geret ha-Teshuvah ("Epistle of Repentance"”), with
twelve chapters (22 pp.).

Part IV: Igeret ha-Kodesh ("Sacred Epistle”), with thirty-

8 Editors note: The Rebbe changed the word of “substitute”, to “subtitle”.

9 Editors note: The Rebbe changed the word of “addition” to “edition”
10 Ibid,, p. 727.

11 Editors note: The Rebbe adds here to insert"1"wor" - “Sefer shel Benonim”,

It would be safe to assume to explain the Rebbe’s correction; that being that in the previous paragraphs
the author has just explained the 3 names of the book including “Sefer shel Benonim’, here to when he
lists the names of the book it should include this name as well. Additionally this name may be the most
meaningful & telling of the 3, as it conveys the the central theme of this book “the type of personality
on which the book centers attention”
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twochapters: (102 pp.).» Part V= Kuntress Acharon ("Latest
Essay*"); (20 pp.).

Altogether at least sixty-five editions of the Likutei Amarim,
or Tanya, complete or in part, have appeared to date, with both
names alternating as title and subtitle, respectively. Yet this work,
as the other Chabad classics, has never been translated into any

12 Editors note: The Rebbe circled the word “chapters”, and on the margin wrote a “?”. R. Mindel
in the final version changed it to “sections”.

In the simple sense, the previous parts I-III are labeled “Perek” - “Chapter” in the Tanya, and Igeret
ha-Kodesh begins just with it's number (i.e. “One”). To explain the difference, it can be suggested that
being that the first 3 parts were written by the Alter Rebbe as a book, therefore it is broken up into
“chapters’, whereas the Igeret Ha-Kodesh were letters penned by the Alter Rebbe and added to the
the book later by his children. In fact in the Approbation of his children (printed in the beginning
of Tanya) it is explained that they gave permission to add to the book these holy letters - “Igeret ha-
Kodesh’, since they explain and expound on themes that appear in the Tanya.

See in the following footnote that the Rebbe himself hints to difference between part I-IIT and IV &V,
in a similar manner.

13 Editors note: The Rebbe adds in the margin ¥1nn - 720100 12 "y PO - 1"M 7N 2"wn Pony”
"MNY M0 DN 030711V,

Based on the Rebbe’s addition R. Mindel wrote in a footnote: "Parts IV and V, comprising epistles
written by the author at different times and on various occasions, were incorporated by the author’s
sons”.

Please reference the earlier footnote.

14 Editors note: The Rebbe adds in the margin with an arrow to “Part V,

Y"1 Py XY PI9YW 0N YW RYNNW " 1n"31 Xp”

Apparently the Rebbe is defining the words “Kuntres Achoron” as “An explanation that fills in &
completes on the Seforim that come before it, and not a section on its own ”. It is interesting to note
that the there is seemingly no mention of this in the final version, earlier R. Mindel added the Rebbe’s
explanation in a footnote - that appears in the above footnote.

15 Editors note: The Rebbe changed the word “Essay” to “Treatise’”.

16 See n. 2, above. Since this date the Tanya has appeared in several thousand further

editions.
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European language.” Even in its Hebrew original it is not an easy
book, because of its construction and style:, almost complete lack
of punctuation, and also because some of its basic doctrines are not
treated fully therein and must be sought in the author's other works.
There seems, therefore, ample reason for presenting to the English-
speaking» world a translation of this fundamental work of Chabad,
with an introduction and notes which, it is hoped, will facilitate the
comprehension of this book and its doctrine. Our present study
will confine itself to Part 1, to which we shall refer, for the sake of
convenience, by its shorter name -Tanya.

The author worked on the Tanya for twenty years= elaborating
its style and form so punctiliously that it came to be regarded by his
followers as the "Written Law=" of Chabad, where every word and

17 'The Tanya, in full or in part, has since been translated into: French, Russian, Italian, Spanish,
Portuguese and Arabic.

18 Editors note: The Rebbe crossed out the words “and style”.

19 Editors note: The Rebbe added here “Jewish”. Simply the Tanya was written by the Alter Rebbe
as a guide to Jews who wanted to seek answers in the service of Hashem, as he clearly discusses in the
Compilers forward “Hakdomas Hamilaket”. Although some of its revolutionary perspectives and life
messages may also have application to all of humanity.

20 Kitzurim VeHaorois LeTanya, by Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch, ed. Rabbi Menachem M.
Schneerson, KPS (Bklyn, N.Y. 1948), p. 121.

21 Editors note: The Rebbe changed the word “Law” to “Torah”.

Perhaps to elaborate on the Rebbe’s correction it’s proper to clarify a seeming misconception. Although
commonly the Hebrew Words "1n22w nmn” are translated as “Written Law”, yet it isn’t a proper
translation, rather it should be “Written Torah”. This small nuance in language isn’t only a technical
translation change, truthfully it conveys a totally different outlook to the definition of “Torah”.

Torah isn’t only a books of law, similar to all civil systems of all civilizations; rather it is a all encompassing
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letter was meaningful=. Indeed, the author divided it into fifty-three
chapters to correspond to the number of Sidrot (weekly portions)
in the Pentateuch. It soon became the custom of many Chabad
Chassidim to study a chapter of the Tanya each week, with the same
regularity with which the weekly portions of the Pentateuch were
recited.

In his attempt to design the Tanya so that it would meet the
widest possible need, both of the analytical and searching mind,
as well as of the less scholarly, the author has succeeded to a high
degree. The former find in it an inexhaustible profundity, and several
searching not yet published commentaries have been written on it.
This translator has been fortunate in having access to some of the
manuscripts in question.» The less scholarly, too, each according
to his intellectual capacity, find in it edifying instruction at varying
levels. This quality, together with the authority it enjoys, accounts for
the widespread recognition which the Tanya has commanded from

guide to all of aspects of life. As the Rebbe constantly taught that : “"nXm7 pwHn 7 - “Torah comes
for the language of Lesson”, meaning that every detail of Torah serves as a guide in a persons life.
Certainly in the present tense where we are discussing the Tanya, where its entire purpose is to address
the Neshma - deeper part of Torah - “Avodas HaShem”

22 Editors note: The Rebbe explained in many Sichos the exact precision in each letter in Tanya.

Famously there is a extra "i" in Tanya that the Alter Rebbe 6 weeks to decide wether to include it or not,
See Likutei Sichos Chelek Daled pg 1213.

23 Tbid,, pp. 123, 124.

24 Two are by Rabbi Shmuel Gronem Esterman, first dean of the Yeshiva Tomchei Tmimim, founded
in Lubavitch in 1897. A third, extant only in part, is believed to have been written by Rabbi Jacob
Kadaner, a disciple of Rabbi Schneur Zalman’s son and successor. A fourth commentary is of unknown
origin. [Some of these have since been published.]
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the time of its appearance to the present day.

The Tanya was written, as the author indicates in his
Foreword, for the "seekers" and the "perplexed.” One is tempted to
draw a parallel between this author and his book and Maimonides
and his Guide=. Indeed, both men present some striking points
in common. Each of them first established his reputation as a
Talmudist and Codifier before entering the field of+ philosophy;
both had written Codes of Jewish Law, which are still authoritative
and popular. Each of them created a new lasting school of thought in
Jewish philosophy, and the one, like the

other, set out to write a work which aimed at helping those who
needed guidance in their religious beliefs. Yet both of them evoked
sharp opposition from the direction of thes orthodox Jewry; both
were misunderstood and their philosophical treatises were banned.

However, this is as far as the parallel goes. The Guide and
the Tanya represent two widely divergent systems, in essence as well
as in form. The two authors were separated by some six centuries
in time, and far apart also geographically and in respect of the

25 Editors note: See Farbrengen 24 Tevet 5741; See Likkutei Sichos Chelek 26 pg. 26.

26 Editors note: The Rebbe circles the word “entering” and on the gloss changes it to "nowew" R.
Mindel in the final version changed it to “publishing”. Therefore changing the sentence structure from:
“entering the field of” to “publishing a work”

In a simple sense the Rebbe is clarifying that one should not understand that the Rambam & Alter
Rebbe only entered the field of “philosophy” after establishing themselves in the Talmud, rather they
only published works on philosophy later.

27 Editors note: The Rebbe crossed out “the”.

R. Mindel in the final version wrote “a part of "

Perhaps The Rebbe is clarifying that the opposition mentioned here wasn’t from the entire orthodox
community, rather just from “a part of orthodox Jewry”.
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whole cultural milieu in which they flourished. Maimonides is the
rational Jewish philosopher par excellence; Rabbi Schneur Zalman
is basically a mystic. The "perplexed” for whom they wrote were two
entirely different types of people. Maimonides wrote for the man
whose perplexity derived from the fact that he desired to retain his
traditional beliefs, but was puzzled by the apparent contradiction
between tradition and philosophy, yet loath to give up either.» The
object of the Guide, therefore, was to effect a reconciliation between
the two.

No such problem confronted Rabbi Schneur Zalman.
Philosophy and science hardly had a place among the masses of
Eastern European Jewry at that time. The Haskalah movement had
not yet made any serious inroads upon the minds of the masses. Rabbi
Schneur Zalman addressed himself to those “who are in pursuit of
righteousness and seek the Lord... whose intelligence and mind are
confused and they wander about in darkness in the service of G-d,
unable to perceive the beneficial light that is buried in books.”= In
other words, he writes for those whose beliefs have not been troubled
.by doubts, but who merely seek the right path to G-d

He= will, therefore, not find in the Tanya the type of scholastic
philosophy with which the Guide is replete, nor any polemics, nor
even an attempt to treat systematically many of the philosophical
problems which engaged Maimonides' attention. Such basic beliefs

28 The Guide For the Perplexed, tr. M. Friedlander (London, 1942), Introduction. p. 2.

29 Tanya, beg. Hakdamat ha-melaket.

30 Editors note: The Rebbe crossed out the “H” of “He”, and replaced it with a “W” reading “We”.
Being that the intention is the reader not the author, it should be “We”.
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as the Existence of G-d, creatio ex nihilo, Revelation, and others, are
taken for granted by the author. Others, such as the Divine attributes,
Providence, Unity, Messianism, etc., are treated as integral parts of
his ethical system, and illuminated by the light of Kabbalah.

The Tanya is essentially a work on Jewish ethics. The author
is primarily concerned with the forces of good and evil in human
nature and in the surrounding world, and his objective, as already
pointed out, is to pave a new way to =summum bonum. He is aware,
of course, of the existence of Hebrew literature dealing with the same
subject. If he is impelled to write a new book, it is not, as he is careful
to note, because of the shortcomings of the available works per se,
but because the human mind is not equally receptive, nor equally
responsive to, the same stimuli. The implication is that the= works on
Jewish philosophy and ethics were useful for their time and age, or
for the specific groups for whom they were written. Now there was
a need for a new approach (in the light of the Chassidic doctrine),
and for a "guide" that would command a universal appeal. However,
the author realizes that even this book, in parts at least, cannot be so
simple as to be understood by all. Consequently he urges the more
learned not to be misled by a sense of misplaced modesty, and not to
withhold their knowledge from those who would seek it from them
in the understanding of these “Discourses."

31 Editors note: The Rebbe crossed out “Jewish ethics” and wrote on the gloss of the page nT1v"
"m 291w 'a. R. Mindel in the final version only changed it to “Jewish religious ethics’, and did not
mention explicity "mm 291w".

Perhaps just the words “Jewish ethics” could connote just a Jewish cultural style of ethics, and the
Rebbe wanted to emphasize that it should be a G-dly oriented and centered - hence “religious ethics”

32 Editors note: The Rebbe added here the word “the”.

33 Editors note: The Rebbe crossed out “the” and replaced it with “many”.

34 Ibid.
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R.# Schneur Zalman knew his "perplexed” intimately. They
flocked to him in great numbers, and they flooded him with written
inquiries. Most of them, undoubtedly, were simple folk and laymen.
But there were also many students of the Talmud, and philosophically
inclined young men, who, like himself in his teens, sought a new way
of life and new outlets for their intellectual as well as spiritual drives.
The consideration of such a variegated= audience largely determined
the form and style of the book.

Speaking of form and style, it should be remembered that
long before he committed his teachings and doctrines to writing,
he preached them orally. Is His sermons and discourses, delivered
mostly on the Sabbath and on Festivals (which accounts for their
homiletic style), were subsequently recorded from memory by
his disciples. These manuscripts had a wide circulation among his
followers. Not infrequently Rabbi Schneur Zalman expounded his
doctrines in the form of epistles which, being of general interest,
were regarded by his followers as pastoral letters, and also copied and
recopied for the widest possible circulation. In the course of time, as
his community of devotees had greatly increased, R. Schneur Zalman
felt, as he explains in his Foreword, that the time was ripe to present

35 Editors note: The Rebbe added an “R.” here, as well as in many times further on.

36 Editors note: R. Mindel spelled “variagated”, the Rebbe the “a” with “e”.

37 RSZ is said to have preached his doctrines orally for twelve years before committing them to
writing. Cf. Kitzurim, op. cit., p. 136.
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a systematic= outline of his teachings in the form of a book, which
was to supersede the circulating Pamphlets, many of which were
replete with errors as a result of repeated copying and transcription,
or by the malicious mischief of opponents.» This is how the Likutei
Amarim, or Tanya, in its present composition, was born.

Part 2. The Sources

We have already noted that the author of the Tanya made no
claim to originality for his work. On the contrary, he emphasized
his dependence on his predecessors. Among the "books and sages"
which influenced his thinking, the Scriptures, Talmud and Lurianic
Kabbalah must be given foremost place. This is indicated already in
the first chapter, which opens the book with Talmudic quotations,
references to the Zoharitic literature and R. Chayyim Vital, the great
exponent of Lurianic Kabbalah, and with interspersed quotations
from Scripture. Here we already have an indication of the author's
cast of mind and his aim to build his system on the combined
foundations of Scriptural, Rabbinic and Kabbalistic sources.

Rabbi Schneur Zalman's interpretations and doctrines
are based upon the teachings of the Ba'al Shem Tov, the founder
of general Chassidut, and his own "masters,” Rabbi Dov Ber of
Miezricz, the Ba'al Shem Tov's successor, and Rabbi Dov Ber's son
Rabbi Abraham, the "angel."

38 Editors note: The Rebbe crossed out the word “systematic” , R. Mindel in the final version wrote
“an outline”.

39 Ibid., pp. 137, 139.
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The author draws abundantly from the Zohar and the
Tikunei Zohar. He mentions by name Maimonides (the Code),
Nahmanides (Milhamot)» and Rabbi Moshe Cordovero (Pardes),
the Sefer Chassidim of primarily R. Judah HaHasid, and the Sefer
Haredim of R. Eliezer Azkari.» Of other "books and scribes" which
influenced him, though he does not mention them by name in the
Tanya, are R. Isaiah Hurwitz’s= Shenei Luchot ha-Berit, the works of
the Maharal (Rabbi Judah Lowe) of Prague, and Bachya ben Asher's
Commentary on the Bible.=

Halevi's Kuzari was held in high esteem by Rabbi Schneur
Zalman and his successors. He is known to have studied it ardently
with his son and grandson who succeeded him. Similarly Bachya
ibn Pakuda's Duties of the Heart, which enjoyed great popularity
among Talmudic scholars of the day, as it still does.« Albo's Ikarim

40 Editors note: The Rebbe crossed out the “Nahmanides (Milhamot)”.

41 Editors note: The Rebbe crossed out the “the Sefer Chassidim of primarily R. Judah HaHasid,
and the Sefer Haredim of R. Eliezer Azkari”.

To understand these omissions (and perhaps as well the previous omission in the earlier footnote),
the Rebbe wrote on the margin of the page: 7R 1> 790 ’0) [0*7ON 9D0] N”O P VHYAY”
"BIRIT.

Here we see, that the Rebbe is so particular in the list of sources the Alter Rebbe gleaned his teachings
from, and to omit those that were brought in only in an indirect manner.

42 Editors note: Interestingly the Rebbe corrected the original spelling of “Horowitz’s”.

43 The Zohar is mentioned in the Tanya (part I) forty-nine times; Luria - ten times; Vital and his
works twenty-nine times; Maimonides (Code) five times; Nachmanides - once. Cf. “Index of Books
and Persons” in Tanya, pp. 683 ff.

44 Even where philosophical speculation was frowned upon, Bachyas Duties of the Heart enjoyed
a unique position. The influential Rabbi Isaiah Hurwitz, for example, severely criticized in his work
R. Abraham ibn Ezra, Maimonides (Guide) and Gersonides, but held the Duties of the Heart in high
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was another popular source for the philosophically inclined. It is safe
to assume that Rabbi Schneur Zalman was intimately familiar with
these, and no doubt also with the whole range of Medieval Jewish
philosophy.=

It has been wisely said that the proper approach to a problem
isinitselfhalfa solution. Quite often it is the approach to the problem,
and the method of treating it, that displays the greatest degree of
ingenuity and originality, and in themselves constitute the main
contribution of the thinker. This is true of R. Schneur Zalman and of
the Chabad system which he created. For, while his basic concepts
have been gleaned from various sources, his doctrines nevertheless
present a complete and unified system, and there is much refreshing
originality in its presentation and consistency.

But R. Schneur Zalman did more than that. Very often he
has so modified, reinterpreted or remolded the ideas which he had
assimilated, as to give them an originality of their own.

To Rabbi Schneur Zalman, as to Kabbalists in general, the
Torah, the Jewish Written and Oral Law embodied in the Bible and
Talmud (the latter including both the Halachah and Aggadah), was

esteem. See Shenei Luchot ha-Berit (Amsterdam, 1698), pp. 2b; 8a; 20b; 47b; 183a; 193b.

45 ditors note: The Rebbe drew a line embracing the entire paragraph and then noted on the side:
" RINN HY W DWN OR 3R

Therefore R. Mindel added here in the final version: “but there is no evidence of influence by these
sources on the composition of the Tanya.”

It is very interesting that he didn’t erase the entire paragraph because of the Rebbe’s note, rather he
in fact did leave the entire paragraph just adding a clarification at the end.
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more than a Divinely inspired guide to the summum bonum. It
constituted the essential law and order of the created universe.« The
Kabbalah, in its interpretation, was nothing but the inner, esoteric
dimension of the Torah, its very "soul.” Without this dimension
the Torah could not be fully understood. Consequently, when he
looked for the "inner," or esoteric, meaning of Biblical and Talmudic
texts it was not for the purpose of adding homiletic poignancy to
his exposition, but rather to reveal their inner dimension. In his
system the esoteric and exoteric, the Kabbalah and the Talmud,
are thoroughly blended and unified, just as the physical and
metaphysical, the body and soul, emerge under his treatment as two
aspects of the same thing. The polarity of things is but external; the
underlying reality of everything is unity, reflecting the unity of the
Creator. To bring out this unity of the microcosm and macrocosm,
as they merge within the mystic unity of the En Sof (the Infinite) that
is the ultimate aim of his system.

Part 3. The Composition of the Tanya

Structurally, the Tanya may be divided into a number of
sections, each dealing with a major subject and comprising a number
of composite topics.

The first section of the work (chapters 1-8) is devoted to an
analysis of the psychological structure of the Jewish personality.

46 Comp. “He looked into the Torah and created the world,” Zohar (“Rom” ed., Wilno, 1937), vol. 11,
161a; 111, 35b, etc. See alsoTanchuma, at the beg., on Prov. 8:30, to the effect that the Torah was the
Divine “tool” in creating the universe.

47 With R. Isaiah Hurwitz and all Kabbalists, RSZ considered the Jewish psychological composition
in a category of its own. Judah Halevi made the special destiny of the Jewish people one of the basic
doctrines of his Kuzari. In the Tanya the emphasis is on the individual Jew rather than on the Jewish
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Here the author discusses the two levels of consciousness (to use
modern terminology) on which a person operates. These two levels of
consciousness are derived from two sources, which the author terms
the "divine soul" and the "animal soul." He examines the essential
attributes and practical faculties of each. In dealing with the "animal
soul” the author discusses also the nature of evil, both metaphysical
and moral. Evil is basically conceived in terms of disunity; good in
terms of unity.

Next (chapters 9-17), the author goes on to examine the
inevitable conflict ensuing from the two divergent sources of
consciousness. He evaluates the relative strength of the two souls
and their respective functions, whereby the essential unity of the
human personality is strongly=. Experientially, however, the conflict
produces a variety of personalities, from one extreme to the other,
which the author proceeds to define. His attention is focused on the
personality of the Benoni, which falls midway between the extremes.
However, in Rabbi Schneur Zalman's definition the Benoni is not
one whose sins and virtues balance, while the tzaddik is a person

people as a whole.

48 Editors note: The Rebbe added here the word “upheld”, in order to correct the sentence flow.
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whose good deeds outweigh his sins, as defined~ in the Talmud.» The
Benoni of the Tanya is a person who exercises complete self-control
and never commits a sin knowingly in any of the three areas of
human activity: thought, speech and deed. The Benoni of the Tanya
is thus superior to the tzaddik of the Talmud. Nevertheless, our
author insists that this ideal personality is within grasp of the average
individual, although not without constant effort and vigilance. The
underlying doctrine here is that man is essentially and inherently a
moral being.

The following chapters (18-25) are designed to support the
author's basic theory, namely, that the ideal personality of the Benoni
is not a mere concept, but one that can actually be realized. To this
end he re-examines the functions of the soul, both on the conscious
and subconscious level. With regard to the former, the author insists
on the supremacy of reason:. As for the subconscious level, the
author draws upon the Zohar for certain mystical categories, such as
the innate or "hidden" love and fear (awe) for the Divine Being=. The

49 Editors note: The Rebbe added here the word “sometimes” R. Mindel in the final version switched
the order: “sometimes defined”.

It would seem that the Rebbe is clarifying that although the Tanya brings for the Talmud that
definition of a Tzadik, its is not an absolute definition. Rather it may have various definitions or level
depending on its context as the Alter Rebbe brings various understandings from different sources in
Chap. 1.

One may suggest that R. Mindel’s addition in the following footnote “See discussion of this subject
in first ch. of Tanya” - may have been based on the Rebbe’s addition here “sometimes defined”. Also
it appears that the Rebbe writes a reference number 21(the number of the footnote in that print) in a
circle that should be inserted after “Talmud”, which is the following footnote.

50 Berachot 7a; Rosh Hashanah 16b. See discussion of this subject in first ch. of Tanya.

51 Editors note: The Rebbe crossed out the word “reason” and adds in “the intellect”.

52 Editors note: The Rebbe crossed out the words “the Divine Being” and changed it to “G-d”.
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"hidden" love provides a subconscious urge for the so-called unio
mystica=; the sense of awe for the Divine Being provides a dread of
separateness. Love and awe are therefore not conflicting, but rather
complementary categories. The author emphasizes the peculiar,
and to a considerable extent also hereditary, nature of the Jew, and
his attachment to the idea of the unity of G-d, originating with the
Patriarchs. This thought is, in some respects, strongly reminiscent of
Halevi's concept of the "Divine Influence” (al'amar al'ilahi), which
Halevi considers peculiar= to the Jewish people.=

In this connection, the doctrine of Divine Unity comes under
discussion.

However, never losing sight of the practical, the author
discusses certain states of mind which have a direct bearing on the
quest for personal unity as a prelude to unity in the cosmic order,
which in turn is sine qua non for the realization of the Divine Unity.

53 Editors note: The Rebbe circled the word “mystica” and on the side made a “2”.

R. Mindel in the final version changed the phrase from “urge for the so-called unio mystica’, into
“for the oneness with G-d”.

54 Editors note: The Rebbe circled the word “peculiar” and changed it to “special”.  Based on
countless public talks and personal encounters the Rebbe had; it would seem that the Rebbe wants
to emphasis here, that: the natural love a Jew has for Hashem shouldn’t be perceived & in truth isn’t
strange or “peculiar’, quite on the contrary it is viewed and in essence sincerely is the very uniqueness
& “special” quality of every Jew.

55 Editors note: Here too (see previous footnote) the Rebbe crossed out the word “peculiar” and
drew a line connecting it with the previous correction, the word “special”. R. Mindel in his final
version changed it to “germane*.

Please reference previous footnote for the meaning behind this seemingly simple correction.

56 KuzariI: 25, 271f.
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He offers a series of practical suggestions for attaining mental and
emotional stability and inner harmony. The emphasis is on joy,
stemming from an intellectually achieved faith, while sadness and
dejection are severely censured. All this forms the subject matter of
chapters 26-32-.

Chapter 32 stands out by itself, as an interpolation not
immediately related to the discussion in hand. The careful student
will note that chapter 31 is more directly continued in chapter 33.«

It would appear that the author chose to include this particular
chapter parenthetically, as it were, in order to give emphasis at this
point to one of the cardinal teachings of the Ba'al Shem Tov, which
is a cornerstone of Chassidut, and which receives special attention

57 Editors note: The Rebbe crossed out the “32“ changing it to “31°

Although when one studies Chap. 32 he see a connected to chap. 31 in the sense that the foundation
of the theme of 32 - to focus on one Nechama versus the mortal body in terms of a method to Love
every Jew like oneself - is found in 31. Yet the Rebbe clearly sets Chap. 32 to “shine” its own, and
limiting the subject matter from only 26 to 31.

See following two paragraphs & footnotes to fully appreciate this correction.

58 Editors note: This paragraph & the following one that discuss Chap. 32 are not in the 1st draft!
The Rebbe before the paragraph below that begins “The drama’, wrote on the margin “Insert®.

Apparently R. Mindel then added these two paragraphs that are devoted to the uniqueness of Chap.
32.

Interesting to note that in the Madura Kama of Tanya, the Alter Rebbe omitted chap. 32 that is
devoted to Ahavas Yisroel, and kept the flow of the idea from chap. 31-33 (which was originally just
32). Only later in the Mahadura Basra did the Alter Rebbe insert the ever famous and central Chap. 32.

In fact R. Mindel himself humbly acknowledges this in a later footnote:” I am indebted to Rabbi
Menachem Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe x“vw, for calling my attention to the subject of this
chapter®.
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in Chabad.» We refer to the subject of ahavat yisrael, love for fellow
Jew (Lev. 18:19). In his familiar way, our author gives this precept
a mystico-ethical exposition, based on the close soul-relationship
within the community of Israel, to which he alluded in his Foreword
and chapter 2, and which now receives fuller treatment in this
chapter. Hence, some leading Chassidim note the significance of the
number of this chapter - 32 - corresponding to the Hebrew word 4",
“heart."s

The drama of the inner personal conflict leads the author to
an examination of man's destiny, the meaning and purpose of life,
and man's place in the cosmic order. These problems are dealt with
in chapters 33-37. In the last of these, the author outlines his concept
of the Messianic Era and the Resurrection, when the cosmic order
will have attained the acme of perfection and fulfillment as a direct
result of man's conscious effort to work towards that goal.

At this point, the author might have concluded his treatise.
However, he is not content with leaving us with the impression that
life is merely a prelude to after-life~. There must be more to life, and

59 See, e.g., Likutei Torah (“Rom” ed., Wilno, 1928), vol. I, Matot, pp. 85d ff.; Derech Mitzvotecha by
R. Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch, KPS (Brooklyn, N.Y., 1953), pp, 28a ff,, et al.

60 I am indebted to Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe X“05w, for calling my
attention to the subject of this chapter.

61 Editors note: In the draft R. Mindel wrote here: ... or, as a certain sage of the Talmud expressed
it, that “this world is merely a ‘corridor’ to the world to come.”

The Rebbe crossed out the all of the above.

Apparently the Rebbe either thought this quote from the Tanna was unnecessary. Or perhaps in
essence the meaning of the Tanna’s words do bring out a proper message. In terms of how to deal
and rise beyond the physicality of this world we must head the lesson of the Tanna, as is well known
amongst chassidim, this the Alter Rebbe was not trying to negate.
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Part 1. The Book

The author called his work by three distinct names. Each of these
names characterizes the book in its own way. These names are:

I. Likutei Amarim - "Collected Discourses." By this name the
author describes his work in his "Compiler's Foreword," thereby
humbly disclaiming any originality for his work. In fact the author
explicitly states that his treatise constitutes a collection of discourses
"which have been selected from books and scribes, heavenly saints,
who are renowned among us.”1 Under this title the book was first
published (Slavita, 1796).2

2. Tanya, after the initial word of the book, quoting a Baraitic
source.3 The quotation from tannaitic lore serves the author more
than as a homiletic introduction to his system. Dealing, as it does,
with the mystic descent of the soul and its destiny, it provides the
author with a starting point, based in the Talmud; from which to
unfold his whole system. Under this title the book appeared for the
second time (Zolkiev, 1798), with Likutei Amarim as subtitle.4

3. Sefer shel Benonim - "Book of the Intermediates,” so called
after the type of personality on which the book centers attention,
that is, the intermediate type whose moral position is between the
tzaddik ("righteous man") andrasha ("wicked man"). Thus the author
pointedly indicates that his primary concern is not with the tzaddik,
upon whose veneration general Chassiduthad placed so much
emphasis, nor with the rasha, upon whose condemnation much has
been said in other Jewish ethical works, but with the benoni, the
"intermediate” man, whose rank is within reach of every person.5
The name Sefer shel Benonim appeared as a subtitle in the first
edition ("Likutei Amarim, Part One, called Sefer shel Benonim").
However, actually the author often refers to the whole book, and not
merely its first part, when using the title Sefer shel Benonim.6

The standard complete editions of this work include the following
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five parts, each of which is an independent treatise:

Part I: Likutei Amarim, or Tanya, or Sefer shel Benonim, proper,
comprising a Foreword and fifty-three chapters (148 pp.).

Part II: Sha'ar ha-Yichud veha-Emunah ("Portal of Unity and
Belief"), with a Foreword and twelve chapters (30 pp.).

Part III: lgeret ha-Teshuvah ("Epistle of Repentance"), with
twelve chapters (22 pp.).

Part IV: lgeret ha-Kodesh ("Sacred Epistle"), with thirty-two
sections (102 pp.).7

Part V: Kuntress Acharon ("Latest Treatise"); (20 pp.).

Altogether at least sixty-five editions of the Likutei Amarim, or
Tanya, complete or in part, have appeared to date,8 with both names
alternating as title and subtitle, respectively. Yet this work, as the
other Chabad classics, has never been translated into any European
language.9 Even in its Hebrew original it is not an easy book, because
of its construction, almost complete lack of punctuation, and also
because some of its basic doctrines are not treated fully therein and
must be sought in the author's other works. There seems, therefore,
ample reason for presenting to the English-speaking Jewish world a
translation of this fundamental work of Chabad, with an introduction
and notes which, it is hoped, will facilitate the comprehension of this
book and its doctrine. Our present study will confine itself to Part
1, to which we shall refer, for the sake of convenience, by its shorter
name -Tanya.

The author worked on the Tanya for twenty years10 elaborating
its style and form so punctiliously that it came to be regarded by his
followers as the "Written Torah" of Chabad, where every word and
letter was meaningful. Indeed, the author divided it into fifty-three
chapters to correspond to the number of Sidrot (weekly portions)
in the Pentateuch. It soon became the custom of many Chabad
Chassidim to study a chapter of the Tanya each week, with the same
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regularity with which the weekly portions of the Pentateuch were
recited.11

In his attempt to design the Tanya so that it would meet the
widest possible need, both of the analytical and searching mind,
as well as of the less scholarly, the author has succeeded to a high
degree. The former find in it an inexhaustible profundity, and several
searching not yet published commentaries have been written on it.
This translator has been fortunate in having access to some of the
manuscripts in question.12 The less scholarly, too, each according
to his intellectual capacity, find in it edifying instruction at varying
levels. This quality, together with the

authority it enjoys, accounts for the widespread recognition
which the Tanya has commanded from the time of its appearance to
the present day.

The Tanya was written, as the author indicates in his Foreword,
for the "seekers" and the "perplexed.” One is tempted to draw a parallel
between this author and his book and Maimonides and his Guide.
Indeed, both men present some striking points in common. Each
of them first established his reputation as a Talmudist and Codifier
before publishing a work of philosophy; both had written Codes of
Jewish Law, which are still authoritative and popular. Each of them
created a new lasting school of thought in Jewish philosophy, and the
one, like the

other, set out to write a work which aimed at helping those who
needed guidance in their religious beliefs. Yet both of them evoked
sharp opposition from the direction of a part of orthodox Jewry;
both were misunderstood and their philosophical treatises were
banned.

However, this is as far as the parallel goes. The Guide and the
Tanyarepresent two widely divergent systems, in essence as well
as in form. The two authors were separated by some six centuries
in time, and far apart also geographically and in respect of the
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whole cultural milieu in which they flourished. Maimonides is the
rational Jewish philosopher par excellence; Rabbi Schneur Zalman
is basically a mystic. The "perplexed” for whom they wrote were two
entirely different types of people. Maimonides wrote for the man
whose perplexity derived from the fact that he desired to retain his
traditional beliefs, but was puzzled by the apparent contradiction
between tradition and philosophy, yet loath to give up either.13The
object of theGuide, therefore, was to effect a reconciliation between
the two.

No such problem confronted Rabbi Schneur Zalman. Philosophy
and science hardly had a place among the masses of Eastern European
Jewry at that time. The Haskalah movement had not yet made any
serious inroads upon the minds of the masses. Rabbi Schneur Zalman
addressed himself to those "who are in pursuit of righteousness and
seek the Lord... whose intelligence and mind are confused and they
wander about in darkness in the service of G-d, unable to perceive
the beneficial light that is buried in books’14 In other words, he
writes for those whose beliefs have not been troubled by doubts, but
who merely seek the right path to G-d.

We will, therefore, not find in the Tanya the type of scholastic
philosophy with which the Guide is replete, nor any polemics, nor
even an attempt to treat systematically many of the philosophical
problems which engaged Maimonides' attention. Such basic beliefs
as the Existence of G-d, creatio ex nihilo, Revelation, and others, are
taken for granted by the author. Others, such as the Divine attributes,
Providence, Unity, Messianism, etc., are treated as integral parts of
his ethical system, and illuminated by the light of Kabbalah.

The Tanya is essentially a work on Jewish religious ethics. The
author is primarily concerned with the forces of good and evil in
human nature and in the surrounding world, and his objective,

as already pointed out, is to pave a new way to the summum
bonum. He is aware, of course, of the existence of Hebrew literature
dealing with the same subject. If he is impelled to write a new
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book, it is not, as he is careful to note, because of the shortcomings
of the available works per se, but because the human mind is not
equally receptive, nor equally responsive to, the same stimuli. The
implication is that many works on Jewish philosophy and ethics
were useful for their time and age, or for the specific groups for
whom they were written. Now there was a need for a new approach
(in the light of the Chassidic doctrine), and for a "guide” that would
command a universal appeal. However, the author realizes that even
this book, in parts at least, cannot be so simple as to be understood
by all. Consequently he urges the more learned not to be misled by
a sense of misplaced modesty, and not to withhold their knowledge
from those who would seek it from them in the understanding of
these "Discourses."15

R. Schneur Zalman knew his "perplexed” intimately. They
flocked to him in great numbers, and they flooded him with written
inquiries. Most of them, undoubtedly, were simple folk and laymen.
But there were also many students of the Talmud, and philosophically
inclined young men, who, like himself in his teens, sought a new way
of life and new outlets for their intellectual as well as spiritual drives.
The consideration of such a variegated audience largely determined
the form and style of the book.

Speaking of form and style, it should be remembered that long
before he committed his teachings and doctrines to writing, he
preached them orally.16]s His sermons and discourses, delivered
mostly on the Sabbath and on Festivals (which accounts for their
homiletic style), were subsequently recorded from memory by
his disciples. These manuscripts had a wide circulation among his
followers. Not infrequently Rabbi Schneur Zalman expounded his
doctrines in the form of epistles which, being of general interest,
were regarded by his followers as pastoral letters, and also copied
and recopied for the widest possible circulation. In the course of
time, as his community of devotees had greatly increased, R. Schneur
Zalman felt, as he explains in his Foreword, that the time was ripe
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to present an outline of his teachings in the form of a book, which
was to supersede the circulating Pamphlets, many of which were
replete with errors as a result of repeated copying and transcription,
or by the malicious mischief of opponents.17 This is how the Likutei
Amarim, or Tanya, in its present composition, was born.

Part 2. The Sources

We have already noted that the author of the Tanya made no
claim to originality for his work. On the contrary, he emphasized
his dependence on his predecessors. Among the "books and sages"
which influenced his thinking, the Scriptures, Talmud and Lurianic
Kabbalah must be given foremost place. This is indicated already in
the first chapter, which opens the book with Talmudic quotations,
references to the Zoharitic literature and R. Chayyim Vital, the great
exponent of Lurianic Kabbalah, and with interspersed quotations
from Scripture. Here we already have an indication of the author's
cast of mind and his aim to build his system on the combined
foundations of Scriptural, Rabbinic and Kabbalistic sources.

Rabbi Schneur Zalman's interpretations and doctrines are based
upon the teachings of the Ba'al Shem Tov, the founder of general
Chassidut, and his own "masters,” Rabbi Dov Ber of Miezricz, the
Ba'al Shem Tov's successor, and Rabbi Dov Ber's son Rabbi Abraham,
the "angel.”

The author draws abundantly from the Zohar and the Tikunei
Zohar. He mentions by name Maimonides (the Code), and Rabbi
Moshe Cordovero(Pardes). Of other "books and scribes" which
influenced him, though he does not mention them by name in the
Tanya, are R. Isaiah Hurwitz'sShenei Luchot ha-Berit, the works of
the Maharal (Rabbi Judah Lowe) of Prague, and Bachya ben Asher's
Commentary on the Bible.18



79 | ANV

Halevi's Kuzari was held in high esteem by Rabbi Schneur
Zalman and his successors. He is known to have studied it ardently
with his son and grandson who succeeded him. Similarly Bachya
ibn Pakuda's Duties of the Heart, which enjoyed great popularity
among Talmudic scholars of the day, as it still does.19 Albo's lkarim
was another popular source for the philosophically inclined. It is safe
to assume that Rabbi Schneur Zalman was intimately familiar with
these, and no doubt also with the whole range of Medieval Jewish
philosophy, but there is no evidence of influence by these sources on
the composition of the Tanya.

It has been wisely said that the proper approach to a problem is
in itself half a solution. Quite often it is the approach to the problem,
and the method of treating it, that displays the greatest degree of
ingenuity and originality, and in themselves constitute the main
contribution of the thinker. This is true of R. Schneur Zalman and of
the Chabad system which he created. For, while his basic concepts
have been gleaned from various sources, his doctrines nevertheless
present a complete and unified system, and there is much refreshing
originality in its presentation and consistency.

But R. Schneur Zalman did more than that. Very often he has
so modified, reinterpreted or remolded the ideas which he had
assimilated, as to give them an originality of their own.

To Rabbi Schneur Zalman, as to Kabbalists in general, the Torah,
the Jewish Written and Oral Law embodied in the Bible and Talmud
(the latter including both the Halachah and Aggadah), was more
than a Divinely inspired guide to the summum bonum. It constituted
the essential law and order of the created universe.20 The Kabbalah,
in its interpretation, was nothing but the inner, esoteric dimension
of the Torah, its very "soul.” Without this dimension the Torah could
not be fully understood. Consequently, when he looked for the
"inner," or esoteric, meaning of Biblical and Talmudic texts it was
not for the purpose of adding homiletic poignancy to his exposition,
but rather to reveal their inner dimension. In his system the esoteric
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and exoteric, the Kabbalah and the Talmud, are thoroughly blended
and unified, just as the physical and metaphysical, the body and soul,
emerge under his treatment as two aspects of the same thing. The
polarity of things is but external; the underlying reality of everything
is unity, reflecting the unity of the Creator. To bring out this unity
of the microcosm and macrocosm, as they merge within the mystic
unity of the En Sof (the Infinite) that is the ultimate aim of his system.

Part 3. The Composition of the Tanya

Structurally, the Tanya may be divided into a number of sections,
each dealing with a major subject and comprising a number of
composite topics.

The first section of the work (chapters 1-8) is devoted to an
analysis of the psychological structure of the Jewish personality.21
Here the author discusses the two levels of consciousness (to use
modern terminology) on which a person operates. These two levels of
consciousness are derived from two sources, which the author terms
the "divine soul" and the "animal soul." He examines the essential
attributes and practical faculties of each. In dealing with the "animal
soul" the author discusses also the nature of evil, both metaphysical
and moral. Evil is basically conceived in terms of disunity; good in
terms of unity.

Next (chapters 9-17), the author goes on to examine the inevitable
conflict ensuing from the two divergent sources of consciousness.
He evaluates the relative strength of the two souls

and their respective functions, whereby the essential unity of the
human personality is strongly upheld. Experientially, however, the
conflict produces a variety of personalities, from one extreme to the
other, which the author proceeds to define. His attention is focused
on the personality of theBenoni, which falls midway between the
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extremes. However, in Rabbi Schneur Zalman's definition the
Benoni is not one whose sins and virtues balance, while the tzaddik
is a person whose good deeds outweigh his sins, as sometimes
defined in the Talmud.22 The Benoni of the Tanya is a person who
exercises complete self-control and never commits a sin knowingly
in any of the three areas of human activity: thought, speech and deed.
TheBenoni of the Tanya is thus superior to the tzaddik of the Talmud.
Nevertheless, our author insists that this ideal personality is within
grasp of the average individual, although not without constant effort
and vigilance. The underlying doctrine here is that man is essentially
and inherently a moral being.

The following chapters (18-25) are designed to support the
author's basic theory, namely, that the ideal personality of the Benoni
is not a mere concept, but one that can actually be realized. To this
end he re-examines the functions of the soul, both on the conscious
and subconscious level. With regard to the former, the author insists
on the supremacy of the intellect. As for the subconscious level, the
author draws upon the Zohar for certain mystical categories, such as
the innate or "hidden" love and fear (awe) of G-d. The "hidden" love
provides a subconscious urge for oneness with G-d; the sense of awe
for the Divine Being provides a dread of separateness. Love and awe
are therefore not conflicting, but rather complementary categories.
The author emphasizes the special, and to a considerable extent also
hereditary, nature of the Jew, and his attachment to the idea of the
unity of G-d, originating with the Patriarchs. This thought is, in some
respects, strongly reminiscent of Halevi's concept of the "Divine
Influence” (al'amar al'ilahi), which Halevi considers germane to the
Jewish people.23

In this connection the doctrine of Divine Unity comes under
discussion.

However, never losing sight of the practical, the author discusses
certain states of mind which have a direct bearing on the quest for
personal unity as a prelude to unity in the cosmic order, which in
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turn is sine qua non for the realization of the Divine Unity. He offers
a series of practical suggestions for attaining mental and emotional
stability and inner harmony. The emphasis is on joy, stemming from
an intellectually achieved faith, while sadness and dejection are
severely censured. All this forms the subject matter of chapters 26-
31.

Chapter 32 stands out by itself, as an interpolation not
immediately related to the discussion in hand. The careful student
will note that chapter 31 is more directly continued in chapter 33.

It would appear that the author chose to include this particular
chapter parenthetically, as it were, in order to give emphasis at this
point to one of the cardinal teachings of the Ba'al Shem Tov, which is
a cornerstone of Chassidut, and which receives special attention in
Chabad.24 We refer to the subject of ahavat yisrael, love for fellow
Jew (Lev. 18:19). In his familiar way, our author gives this precept
a mystico-ethical exposition, based on the close soul-relationship
within the community of Israel, to which he alluded in his Foreword
and chapter 2, and which now receives fuller treatment in this
chapter. Hence, some leading Chassidim note the significance of the
number of this chapter - 32 - corresponding to the Hebrew word 4,
"heart."25

The drama of the inner personal conflict leads the author to an
examination of man's destiny, the meaning and purpose of life, and
man's place in the cosmic order. These problems are dealt

with in chapters 33-37. In the last of these, the author outlines
his concept of the Messianic Era and the Resurrection, when the
cosmic order will have attained the acme of perfection and

fulfillment as a direct result of man's conscious effort to work
towards that goal.

At this point, the author might have concluded his treatise.
However, he is not content with leaving us with the impression that
life is merely a prelude to after-life. There must be more to life, and
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to religious experience, than serving merely as a means to an end.
In the next, and last, fifteen chapters of his work, the author evolves
his concept of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth in the here and now.
In his daily life man is offered a foretaste of the after-life, and in
some respects it is of a quality surpassing even the spiritual bliss of
the hereafter. The author, therefore, takes up again those categories
of man’s spiritual phenomena which enable him to transcend his
physical limitations and to partake of the supernatural in this life.
Here again the mystic is very much in evidence. The author provides
new insights into the concept of kavanah (the "intention") which must
accompany every human act), which is the vehicle of transcendence
(chapters 38-40). He discusses the various qualities of fear (awe) and
love, and introduces also the quality of mercy, as the basic elements
of this transcendency, and as innate qualities in human nature to
leap over the gulf that separates the created from the Creator, and
to come in direct contact with the En Sof, the Limitless (chapters
41-47).

The next two chapters (48-49) are devoted to the all-important
Lurianic doctrine of tzimtzum which, in the author's system, holds
the key to both the mystery of creation and the destiny of man. Both
man and the world in which he lives are two-dimensional creatures
of matter and spirit. The tension that inheres in such an order can be
relieved only by spiritualizing the material. Man has it in his power
to achieve personal harmony and unity, by realizing his inner nature.
In so doing, he becomes the instrument through which the world
in which he lives also achieves fulfillment. To be a true master of
the world which the Creator had entrusted in his hands, man must
first be master of himself. Creation is seen as a process leading from
G-d to man; fulfillment is seen as a process leading from man to
G-d. The process leading from G-d to man is one of materializing
the spiritual; that leading from man to G-d - one of spiritualizing the
material. There is a community of interests, as it were, between the
Creator and His "counterpart” on earth, a community of interests
which is realizable because of a community of "nature,” since man
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partakes in the Divine nature (by reason of the fact that his soul in
a "part” of G-dliness) as G-d concerns Himself with human affairs.

Man's moral acts must be holy acts.26 The good and the holy
are identical; man's duty and purpose in life is to identify himself
with his Creator, through identifying his will with that of his Creator.
Man is the Divine instrument "to make this world a fitting abode for
the Shechinah (Divine Presence)," in which both man and G-d can
share intimately and fully, in complete harmony and union. On this
mystical note the final chapters (50-53) of the treatise conclude.

FOOTNOTES

1. Hakdamat ha-melaket ("Compiler's Foreword"), Likutei Amarim
(Tanya), Kehot Publication Society (Brooklyn, N.Y., 1958), p. 7.

2. See list of Tanya editions, Tanya, pp. 712.
3. T.B. Niddah, 30b.

4. See n. 2, above.

5. Tanya, beg. ch. 14.

6. Ibid., p. 727.

7. Parts IV and V, comprising epistles written by the author at
different times and on various occasions, were incorporated by the
author's sons.

8. See n. 2, above. Since this date the Tanya has appeared in several
thousand further editions.

9. The Tanya, in full or in part, has since been translated into: French,
Russian, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese and Arabic.

10. Kitzurim VeHaorois LeTanya, by Rabbi Menachem Mendel of
Lubavitch, ed. Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, KPS (Bklyn, N.Y.
1948), p. 121.

11. Ibid., pp. 123, 124.

12. Two are by Rabbi Shmuel Gronem Esterman, first dean of the
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Yeshiva Tomchei Tmimim, founded in Lubavitch in 1897. A third,
extant only in part, is believed to have been written by Rabbi Jacob
Kadaner, a disciple of Rabbi Schneur Zalman's son and successor. A
fourth commentary is of unknown origin. [Some of these have since

been published.]

13. The Guide For the Perplexed, tr. M. Friedlander (London, 1942),
Introduction. p. 2.

14. Tanya, beg. Hakdamat ha-melaket.
15. Ibid.

16. RSZ is said to have preached his doctrines orally for twelve years
before committing them to writing. Cf. Kitzurim, op. cit., p. 136.

17. Ibid., pp. 137, 139.

18. The Zohar is mentioned in the Tanya (part I) forty-nine times;
Luria - ten times; Vital and his works twenty-nine times; Maimonides
(Code) five times; Nachmanides - once. Cf. "Index of Books and
Persons" in Tanya, pp. 683 fI.

19. Even where philosophical speculation was frowned upon,
Bachya's Duties of the Heartenjoyed a unique position. The influential
Rabbi Isaiah Hurwitz, for example, severely criticised in his work R.
Abraham ibn Ezra, Maimonides (Guide) and Gersonides, but held
the Duties of the Heart in high esteem. See Shenei Luchot ha-Berit
(Amsterdam, 1698), pp. 2b; 8a; 20b; 47b; 183a; 193b.

20. Comp. "He looked into the Torah and created the world,"
Zohar ("Rom" ed., Wilno, 1937), vol. 11, 161a; 111, 35b, etc. See
alsoTanchuma, at the beg., on Prov. 8:30, to the effect that the Torah
was the Divine "tool" in creating the universe.

21. With R. Isaiah Hurwitz and all Kabbalists, RSZ considered the
Jewish psychological composition in a category of its own. Judah
Halevi made the special destiny of the Jewish people one of the
basic doctrines of his Kuzari. In the Tanya the emphasis is on the
individual Jew rather than on the Jewish people as a whole.
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22. Berachot 7a; Rosh Hashanah 16b. See discussion of this subject
in first ch. of Tanya.

23. Kuzari I: 25, 2711.

24. See, e.g., Likutei Torah ("Rom" ed., Wilno, 1928), vol. I, Matot, pp.
85d ft.; Derech Mitzvotecha by R. Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch,
KPS (Brooklyn, N.Y., 1953), pp, 28a ff,, et al.

25. I am indebted to Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, the Lubavitcher
Rebbe w»uy, for calling my attention to the subject of this chapter.

26. Article of the Publication of the
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INTRODUCTION
THE BOOK, ITS SOURCES
AND COMPOSITION
(™) TufBook
The author called his work by thrée distinct names.
Each of these names characterizes the book in its own
way. These names are:

1. Liggutei Amarim — ""Collected Essays.” By this

‘name the author describes his work in his “Compiler’s

Foreword,” thereby humbly disclaiming any originality
for his work. "In fact the author explicitly states that his
treatise constitutes a collection of essays “which have
been selected from books and scribes, heavenly saints, who
are renowned among us.””' Under this title the book was
first published (Slavita, 1796).°

‘2. Tanya, afrer the initial word of the book, quoting
a Beraitic source.? The quotation from tannaitic lore
serves the author more than a homiletic introduction to
his system. Dealing, as it does, with the mystic descent

‘of the soul and its destiny, it provides the author with a

starting point, based in the Talmud, from which to unfold
his whole system. Under this title the book appeared for
‘the second time (Zolkiev, 1798), with Ligquiei Amarim
as subtitle.t

“3. Sefer shel Benonim — “Book of the Intermediates,”

~so called after the type of personality on which the book

centers attention, that is, the intermediate type whose
moral position is between the zaddig ("nghtal:ou.s man”)
and rﬂsbﬂ" -("w;.ckec[ mm” - Thus the a
rn:snotmtht : i,

upon whose veneration genenl Hasidut had placed so
much emphasis, nor with the rasha’, upon “whose con-
demnation much has been said in other Jewish ethical
works, but with the “ayerage,” or rather “moderaue".
man, whose rank is within reach of every person.” The
name Sefer shel Benonim appeared as a substitute in the
~first~addition (“Ligqutei Amarim, Part One, called Sefer
skel Benonim.”). However, actually the author often
refers to the whole book, and not merely its first_part,
when using the title Sefer shel Benonim.®

The standard complete editions of this work include
the following five parts, each of which is an independent
treatise:

S
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Pare 1: Ligqufci Amarim, or Tanya [ proper, com-
prising a Foreword and fifty-three chapters (148 pp.).
Part 11: Sha'ar ba-Yibud ~weba-Emunah (“Portal of
Unity and Belief”), with a Foreword and twelve chapters
(30 pp.).

Part 1II: lggeret ha-Tesbubah (“Epistle of Repent-
ance”), with twelvc chapters (22 pp.

Part 1IV: geret ha-Qodesh ("Sacred Epistle™), with
rhirly-two (102 pp.).

5 Pare V: Qunfres Abaron ("Latest E.(sw )y 20 pp.

Altogether at least fifry-five editions of the Liggufei
Amarim, or Tanys, complete or in part, have appeared
to-date,” with both names alternating as title and subtitle,
respectively. Yer this work, as the other Habad classics,
has never been translated into any European language.®
Even in its Hebrew original it is not an eisy book, be-
ocause of its construction ﬁg slz)l:;{almm( complete lack
of punctuation, and also beca of its basic doctrines
are not treated fully therein and must be sought in the
author’s other works. There seems, therefore, ample reason
for presenting to the English speakinglworld a translation
of this fundamental work of Habad, with an introduction
and notes, which it is hoped, will facilitate the compre-
hension of this book and its doctrine. Our present study
will confine itself to Part I, to which we shall refer,
for the sake of convenience, by its shorter name — Tanya,

The author worked on the Tanya for twenty years?

elaborating its style and form so punctiliously that it -
came to be regarded by his followers as the “Written Law”

of Habad, where every word and letter was meaningful.
Indeed, the author divided it into fifty-three chaprers
to correspond to the number of Sidrot (weekly portions)
in the Pentateuch. It scon becamc the custom of many
Habad Hasidim—to—study of —the—Frmryr—each
Habad Hasidim to” stud)r a ch:pter of the Tanya each
week, with the same regularity with which the weekly
portions of the Pentateuch were recited.!”

In his attempt to design the Tamnya so that it would
meet the widest possible need, both of the analytical and
searching mind, as well as of the less scholarly, the author
has succeeded to a high degree. The former find in it
an inexhaustible profundity, and several searching not
yet published commentaries have been written on it. This
translator has been fortunate in having access to some
of the manuscripts in question.'" The less scholarly, too,
cach according to his intellectual capacity, find in it
edifying instruction at varying levels. This quality, to-
gether with the authority it enjoys, accounts for the
widespread recognition which the Tanys has commanded
from the time of its appearance to the present day.
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The Tanya was written, as the author indicates in his
Foreword, for the “seekers” and the “perplexed.” One

_is tempted to draw a parallel between this author and
his book and Maimonides and his Guide. Indeed, both men
" present some striking points in common. Each of them

first established his reputation as a Talmudist and Codifier
before enteringythe field of philosophy; both had written
Codes o ish Law, which are still authoritative and
popular. Each of them created a new and lasting school
of thought in Jewish philosophy, and the one, like the
other, set out to write a work which aimed at helping
those who needed guidance in their religious beliefs Yet
both of them evoked sharp opposition from the direction
of the orthodox Jewry; both were misunderstood, accused
of heresy, and their philosophical treatises were banned
an /ﬁmd to | the ﬂarﬁﬁ“)

However, this is as far as the parallel goes. The Guide
and the Tanya represent two widely divergent systems,
in essence as well as in form. The two authors were
separated by some six centuries in time, and far apart
also geographically and in respect of the whole cultural
milieu in which they flourished. Maimonides is the rational
Jewish philosopher par excellence; Rabbi Schneur Zalman
is basically a mystic. The “perplexed” for whom they
wrote were two entirely different types of people. Mai-
monides wrote for the man whose perplexity derived from
the fact that he desired to retain his traditional beliefs,
but was puzzled by the apparent contradiction between
tradition and philosophy, yet loath to give up either.’?
The object of the  Guide, therefore, was to effect "2
reconciliation between the two.
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No such problem confronted Rabbi Schneur Zalman,
Philosophy and science hardly had a place among the
masses of Eastern European Jewry at that time. The
Haskalah movement had not yet made any serious. inroads
upon the minds of the masses. Rabbi Schneur Zalman
addressed himself to those “who are in pursuit of right-
cousness and seek the Lord . . . whose intelligence and
mind are confused and they wander about in darkness
in the service of G-d, unable to perceive the beneficial
light that is buried in books.”* In other words, he writes
for those whose beliefs have not been troubled by doubts,
but who merely seek the right path to G-d.

‘e will, therefore, not find in the Tanya the type of
scholastic philosophy with which the Guide is replete,
nor any polemics, nor even an attempt to treat systemnticn]%}
ly many of the philosophical problems which engage
Maimonides’ attention. Such basic beliefs as the Existence
of G-d, creatio ex nibilo, Revelation, and others, are taken
for granted by the author. Others, such as the Divine
attributes, Providence, Unity, Messianism, etc., are treated
as integral parts of his ethical system, and illuminated

by the light of Qabbalah. — T

The Tanya is essentially a work on Jewish.ethics. The
author is primarily concerned with the forces of good
and evil in human nature and in the surrounding world,
and his objective, as already pointed out, is to pave a
new way to.summum bonum. He is aware, of course,
of the existence of Hebrew literature dealing with the

" same subject. I he is impelled to write a new book; it is

not, as he is careful to note, because of the shortcomings
of the available works per se, but because the human mind

is not equally receptive, nor equally responsive to, the

same stimuli. The implication is that ghe works on Jewish
philosophy and ethics were useful for their time aggd age,
or for the specific groups for whom they were written.
Now there was a need for a new approach (in the light
of the Hasidic doctrine), and for a “guide” that would
command a universal appeal. However, the author realizes
that even this book, in parts at least, cannot be so simple
as to be understood by all. Consequently he urges the
more learned not to be mislefd by a sense of misplaced
modesty, and not to withhold their knowledge from those
who would seek it from them in the understanding of

these “Essays.”!!
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_4. Schneur Zalman knew his “perplexed”’ intimately. They

flocked to him in great numbers, and they flooded him
with written inquiries. Mosts of them, undoubtedly, were
simple folk and laymen. But there were also many stu-
dents of the Talmud, and philosophically inclined young
men, who, like himself in his teens, sought a new way
of life and new outlets for their intellectual as well as
spiritual drives. The consideration of such a variggated
audience largely determined the form and style of the book.

Speaking of form and style, it should also be remembered
that long before he committed his teachings and doctrines
to writing, he preached them orally.'® His sermons and
discourses, delivered mostly on the Sglhbath and on Festivals
(which accounts for their homiletic style), were subse-
quently recorded from memory by his disciples. These
manuscripts had a wide circulation among his followers.
Not infrequently Rabbi Schneur Zalman expounded his
doctrines in the form of epistles which, being of general
interest, were regarded by his followers as pastoral letters,
and also copied and recopied for the widest possible circu-
lation. In the course of time, as his community of-
devotces had greatly increased, Schneur Zalman felt, as
he expliins in his Foreword, that the time was s ripe
to present a s ¢ outline of his teachings in the
form of a book, which was to supersede the circulating.
pamphlets, many of which were replete with errors as a.
result of repeated copying and transcription, or by the
malicious mischief of opponents.'® This is how the
Ligqqutei Amarim, or Tanya, in its present compposition,
was born.
? 2. THE SOURCES

We have already noted that the author of the Tamya
made no ¢him to originality for his work. On the con-
trary, he emphasized his dependence on his predecessors.
Among the “books and scribes” which influenced his
thinking, the Scriptures, Talmud and Lurianic Qabbalah
must be given foremost place. This is indicated..already
in the first chapter, which opens the book with Talmudic
quotations, references to the Zoharitic literature and
Hayyim Vital, the great exponent of Lurianic Qabbalah,
and with interspersed quotations from Scripture. Here
we already have an indication of the author’s cast of
mind and his aim to build his system on the combined
foundations of Scriptural, Rabbinic and Qabbalistic sources.

Rabbi Schneur Zalman’s interpretations and’ doctrines
are based upon the teachings of the Ba'al Shem Tob, the
founder of general Hasidut, and his own “masters,”
Rabbi Dov Ber of Miezricz, the Ba'al Shem Tob's successor,

i3
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founder “of general I1ASIAUT, ANU My wwa s
Rabbi Dov Ber of Miezricz, the Ba'al Shem Tob’s successor,
and Rabbi Dov Ber’s son Rabbi Abraham, the “Angel,” -
t0 whom we referred -in the preceding biography.

“The author draws abundantly from the Zokar and the
Tigqunei Zobar. He mentions by name Maimonides (the
Cﬁtf?))\ N:Ibn +d ik 1B abbi Moot Cu-J‘

Code)—Nahmanides (Mif:f,!umaiji Rabbi Moshe Cordovero
(Pardes), the Sefer. Hasidim of (primarily) &m

Hasid, and the Sefer Haredim ofAEliczer Azkari. Of other @* \

Hasid, and the Sefer Haredim of Eliczer Azkari. Of other

f.\ﬁ

“books and scribes” which influenced him, thougl : \I
does not mention them by name in the Tanya, are saiah E | \
Hovewita’s Shenei Lubot ba-Berit, the Qabbalistic’ Works k

of the Maharal (Rabbi Judah Lowe) of Prague and -
Bahya ben Asher’s Commentary on the Bible.'” s
Halevi’s Kuzari was held in high csteem by Rabbi
Schneur Zalman and his successors. He'is known to have
studied it ardently with his son and grandson who succeeded *
him. Similarly Bahya ibn Paquda’s Dulics of the Hearl,
which enjoyed great popularity among Talmudic scholars
of the day, as it still does. %€ Albo’s Iqqarim was anothier
popular source for the philosopheially inclined. It is safe
to assume that Rabbi Schneur Zalman was intimately
familiar with these, and no doubt “also with the whole
range of Medieval Jewish philosophy. .
It has been wisely said that the proper approach to a
problem is in itself half a solution. Quite often it is the
approach to the problem, and the method of treating it,
that display the greatest degree of ingenuity and originality,
and in themselves constitute the main contribution of
the thinker. This is true oflSchncur Zalman and of the
Habad system which he created.  For, while his basic
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concepts have been gleaned from various Sources, his - ‘,
doctrines nevertheless present a complete and unified - .

system, and there is much refreshing originality in its
presentation and  consistency.
( \‘ p— But)Schneur Zalman did more than that. Very often 4 1t
/ !/ / he has so modified, reinterpreted or remedeled—the ideas 1 Pkl B el
ot which he had assimilated, as to give them an originality ”
of their own.
To Rabbi Schneur Zalman, as to Qabbalists in general, -
the Torah, the Jéwish Written and Oral Law embodied
in the Bible and Talmud (the latter including both the
Halakhah and Midrash), was more than a Divinely inspired —— B |
guide to the summum bonum. It constituted the essential N @ ) }
law and order of thé created universe.® The Qoébbalali;— W' /
in its interpretation, was nothing but the inner, esoteric ﬂ \
dimension of the Torah, its very “soul.”'# Without “this !
dimension the Torah could not be fully understood. Con-
sequently, when he looked for the “inner,” or esoteric,
meaning of Biblical and Talmudic texts it was not for
the purpose of adding homiletic poignancy to his ex-
position, but rather to reveal their inner dimension. In
his system theé esoteric and exoteric, the Qabbalah and the
 Talmud, are thoroughly blended and unified, just as the
physical and metaphysical, the body and soul, emerge under
his treatment as two aspects of the same thing. The
polarity of things is but external; the underlying reality
of everything is unity, reflecting the unity of the Creator.
To bring out this unity of the microcosm and macrocosm,
as they merge within the mystic unity of the En Sof (The
Lo Infinite) — “that is the ultimate aim of his system.
i 3. THE COMPOSITION OF THE TANYA
= Structurally, the Tanya may be divided into a number . e
of sections, each dealing with a major subject and comi- e
‘prising a number of composite topics. : :
The first section of the work (chapters 1-8) is devoted
e to an analysis of the psychological structure of the Jewish
Do 7 ~ personality. Here the author discusses the two levels
of consciousness (to use modern terminology) on which
a person operates. These two levels of consciousness are
derived from two sources, which the author terms the
“divine soul” and the “animal soul.” He examines the
essential attributes and practical faculties of each. In

BRI ARTIPAR YW mDIOn AMTART YV 97IWIR PrO Mman owx
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dealing with the “animal soul” the author discusses also
the nature of evil, both metaphysical and moral. Evil
is basically conceived in terms of disunity; good in terms
of unity.
Next, (chapters’9-17), the author goes on to examine
the inevitable conflict ensuing from the two divergent
sources of consciousness. He evaluates the relative strength
of the two souls and their respective functions, whereby
the essential unity of the human personality is strongly (LPof 4
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Experientially, however, the conflict produces a variety~
of personalities, from one extreme to the other, which the
author proceeds: to define. His attention is focused on
the personality of the” Benonj, -the author’s ideal moral
-personality, which- falls midway between the' extremes:

However, in Rabbi Schneur Zalman’s definition the Benoni P o
is not_one whose sins and virtues balance, while the zaddig '/

rson whose good deeds outweigh his sins, as defined = \'&i’M

15 a

in the Talmud. The Benoni of the Tanya is a person who

exercises complete self control and never commits a sin

knowingly in any of the three areas of human activity: -«
thought, speech and deed. The Bemowi of the Tanya is
thus superior to the zaddig of the Talmud. Nevertheless,
our author insists that this ideal personality is within
grasp of the average individual, authough not without
constant effort and vigilance. The underlying doctrine
here is that man is essentially and inhierently a-moral being. -
The following chapters (18-25) are designed to support
the author’s basic theory, namely, that the ideal personality
of the Bemomi is not a mere concept, but one that can
actually be realized. To this end he reexamines the func-
tions of the soul, both on the conscious and subconscious
" level. With regard to the former, the author insists on
the supremacy of reafon. As for the subconscious level,
! the author drawn upon the Zobar for certain mystical
categories, such as the innate or “hidden™ love and fear
_(awe). for(the Divine Being.) The “hidden” love provides -

a subconscious urge for the so-called nnio icdy the '2
sense of awe for the Divine Being provides a dread of
separateness. Love and awe are therefore not conflicting,
but rather complementary categories. The author empha-

# Tysizes Lh@lig_?} and to a considerable extent also heredi-

i hature of the Jew, and his attachment to the idea
/of the unity of G-d, originating with the Patriarchs.
This thought is, in some respects, strongly reminiscent

e L"f.\_ of Halevi’s concept of .rhe-"Divine'-!nﬁumcc" (al'amr

g

'-:gll";_t"léﬁ), which Halevi considers pecyliar to the Jewish-
people: i

> Kuzari 1:25, 27 f.

In this connection the doctrine of Divine Unity comes:
under - discussion.
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However, never losing sight of the practical, the author
discusses certain states of mind which have a direct bearing -
on the quest for personal unity as a prelude to unity
in the cosmic order, which in turn is sita qua non for the
realization of the Divine Unity. He offers a series of prac-
tical suggestions to attain mental and emotional stability
and inner harmony. The emphasis is on joy, stemming
from an intellectually achieved faith, while sadness and
dejection are severely censured. All this forms the subject
matter of chapters 26-32. 2/ ,

The drama of the inner personal conflict leads the author
to an examination of man’s destiny, the meaning and
purpose of life, and man’s place in the cosmic order.
These problems are dealt with in chapters 33-37. In the
last of these, the author outlines his concept of ‘the
Messianic Era and the Resurrection, when the cosmic order
will have attained the acme of perfection and fulfillment
as a direct result of man’s conscious effert to work towards

t']'nat gml.' G

At this point, the author might have concluded his
treatise. Flowever, he is not content with leaving us with
the impression that life is merely a prelude to after-life,
certain Sage of the Talmud éxpressed ity that
“this/world is (merely) a ‘corridor) to the world to
comie.”T There must be more to life, and to religious
cxperience, than serving merely as a means to an end.
In the next, and last, fifteen chapters of his work, the
author evolves his concept of the Kingdom of Heaven on
earth in the bere and now. In his daily life man is offered

hAIRD ARTIPRR YW nDION AMTART DY 17IWIN prO mman o
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of a quallty
hereafter. The author, therefore, takes up ag:un those-
categories of man’s spiritual phenomena which eps
him to transcend his physical limitations and to parta
of the supernatural in this life. Here again the mystic
is very much in evidence. The author provides new in-
sights into the concept of kawwanah (the “intention”

which must accompany every human act), which 1s the
vehicle of transcendence (chapters 38-40). He discusses
the various qualities of fear (awe) and love, and introduces
also the quality of mercy, as the basic elements of this
transcendency, and as innate qualities in human nature
to’leap over the gulf that separates the created from the
Creator, and to come in direct contact with the Em Sof,
the Limitless (chapters 41-47).

The next two chapters (48-49) are devoted to the all-
important Lurianic doctrine of zimzum which, in the :
important—Lurianic—deetrine—of - zimzum_which, in_ the JE < EFEN
author’s system, holds the key to both the mystery of
creation and the destiny of man. Both man and the world
in which he lives are two dimensional creatures of matter
and spirit. - The tension that inheres in such an order can
be relieved only by spiricualizing the material. Man has it
in his power to achieve personal harmony and unity, by
realizing his inner nature. In so doing, he becomes the
instrument through which the world in which he lives
also achieves fulfillment. To be a true master of the
world which the Creator had enfrusted in his hands,

‘man must first be master of himself. Creation is seen as

a process leading from G-d to man; fulfillment is seen

as a process leading from man to G-d. The process leading

from G-d to man is one of materializing the spiritual;

that leading from man to G-d one of spiritualizing #( L

the material. There is a community of interests, as it . :
were, between the Creator and His counterpart on earth,

a community of interests which is realizable because of

{4

2 community of nature, since man partakes in the Divine
nature as G-d concerns Himself with human affairs. A, }
Man’s moral acts must be holy acts. ¥ The good and | é |

2
the holy are identical; man’s duty and puipose in lifedis
to identify himself with his Creator, through identifying
his will with that of his Creator. Man is the Divine
instrument “to make this world a fitting abode for the
Shekbinah (Divine Presence),” in which both man and
G-d can share intimately and fully, in complete harmony
and union. On this mystical note the final chapters
{50-53) of the treatise conclude.
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with notes and corrections from the Lubavitcher Rebbe



790 | 98

The Tanya is the basic work of ChaBaD, in which the author
formulates the framework of his religious philosophy and ethics of
Judaism. In its essential elements it is' a synethethis: of Kabbala and
Halacha, of the mystical and rational currents of Jewish thought,
which are blended rather remarkably well into one cohesive system
known as ChaBad:.

The Tanya represents a new approach to the interpretation of
the Jewish religion, the philosophy of which begins with the self and

1 The Rebbe crossed out “In its essential elements it is” and wrote on the margin »Mpn VW *M3”
D3 72 R¥NMI YA ,. Based on this, R. Mindel changed in the final version the sentence structure: The
sentence starts “The philosophy of ChaBaD is an original system, comprising also a synthesis of
Kabbala and Halacha...”

Editors Note: Perhaps this correction of the Rebbe may be understood in the light of the concept the
Rebbe spoke on numerous occasions (Kuntres Inyana Shel Toras Hachasiddus 5726 , Chap. 8, Footnote
56) regarding the novelty of the teachings of Chabad Chassidus.

Chabad Chassidus is not merely a commentary or explanation on Kabbala or any other part of
Torah for that matter, rather it is an original approach to Torah Study & jewish life - in R. Mindel’s
words in the final version “an original system”. At the same time it isn’t just a separate interpretation or
does it remain just another level of explanation, on the contrary it brings new light & understanding to
all levels of Torah learning (see ibid for a comprehensive explanation).

In this light we can understand the two aspects of the Rebbe’s correction; on one hand it is an
original system "nmipn now i, yet at the same time it permeates & sheds new light on all levels of
learning as the Rebbe ends off "na na x¥n9ax". It therefore can be suggested that the wording “Synthesis”
that is used here brings out this point, synthesis means a combination of ideas to form a theory or
system.

(23

synthethis”

«»
€

2 The Rebbe corrected the spelling by crossing out the “e” - reading

Editors Note: It is interesting to note, that although the Rebbe did fix the spelling by crossing out the
“¢”, the word still remained spelled “synthethis” - and in the final version R. Mindel wrote it “synthesis”
which is the seemingly common correct spelling. Also In the final version the Rebbe again crossed out
the “¢”, just as he did in the Ist draft. Understandably the Rebbe’s involvement wasn’t to correct simple

«»

spelling as he himself commented, yet here he did correct an additional “¢”, yet didn’t correct the “th”

«»

at the end that was meant to be “s”.

3 The Rebbe crossed out the word “system” and wrote the word “design”, then the Rebbe crossed
out “known as ChaBad”. In the final version R. Mindel wrote over the end of the sentence as follows:
“which are blended rather remarkably well into one cohesive design”.
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ends with the self. Knowledge of the self, Rabbi Schneur Zalman
holds, is a means to the knowledge of G-d, the Creator, and to its
knowledge of the created universe and man’s central of role in it.

The lofty personality of the benoni, which is the focus of the
author’s attention, is not an ideal: but a practical goal. Rabbi Shneur
Zalman boldly sets out to show how the rank of benoni, indeed the
wholes ChaBad system, is accessible, in a greater or lesser degree, to
the average individual. As the Author indicates in his Introduction,
the Tanya was written for the “seekers” and the “perplexed.”

Thus the Tanya - the “written law” of ChaBad, in relation to
which the rest of the ChaBaD literature is but commentary - has

4 The Rebbe crossed out all these words: “the philosophy of which begins with the self and ends
with the self”, adding a grammar symbol after the word philosophy.

In the final version R. Mindel corrected by ending the sentence with “the Jewish religion.” Then
just began the following sentence with “Knowledge of the self Rabbi Schneur Zalman holds, is a
means to the knowledge of G-d”.Editors Note: It would be safe to assume that the Rebbe’s crossing
out of the words “the philosophy of which begins with the self and ends with the self”, are very much
inline with a very central theme and imperative behavior in Judaism in general of “Bittul” - selflessness.
Certainly it is not in the spirit of Yiddishkeit (all the more so of Chassidus) to focus on oneself to the
exclusion of others, and more importantly the focus is on Hashem and the mission one was placed on
the earth to fulfill, totally negating any notion of “the philosophy of which begins with the self and ends
with the self”.

5 Editors Note: There is a comma added to the text here, it isn’t clear if this is the Rebbe’s correction
or R. Mindel. It seems that most of the Rebbe’s corrections are lighter since they were made in pencil,
whereas this comma is much darker perhaps R. Mindel’s correction with a pen.

6 The Rebbe crosses out the word “whole”

Editors Note: See the following footnote, the same explanation on the Rebbe’s correction applies here
swell.

7 The Rebbe crossed out the words “but commentary”, and added in the gloss of the page “an
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for its objective the formulation of a way of life as well as a school of
thought. However, the emphasis is clearly on the former, though in
effect it has achieved a large measure of both.

x* % %

This Bi - Lingual Edition was produced by the Soncino Press
Ltd., for the Kehot Publication Society. It offers, for the first time, a
page by page translation together with the hebrew text, accompanied
by copious footnotes: and source references:.

elaboration (in a broader sense)”. It is interesting to note that in the final version R. Mindel (on his
own) took out the word “literature” that appears here and wrote “the rest of ChaBaD is an elaboration,
in a broader sense -” (slightly different from the Rebbe’s exact writing, instead of the parenthesis: “(in
a broader sence)”, he changed by placing a comma instead in the beginning and ending with a dash.
Editors Note: R. Mindel used a phrase from the Gemrara Shabbos 31a where the Tanna Hillel
explained that “The entire Torah is the Mitzvah of Ahavas Yisroel & the rest is commentary”. It appears
that the Rebbe - especially taking into account the audience of English Newspaper readers in the 1960’
- didn’t want to give the message that the rest of Chabad Chassidus is “but commentary”. Firstly, for on
a superficial level it suggests to puts down the importance to the rest of Chabad Chassidus, and more
importantly it gives off the impression that one may suffice with just study of the Tanya. In a deeper
sense, very often the very simple and certainly the deeper meanings of the words of Tanya can only be
properly understood and appreciated based on explanations and interpretations of all the Rebbeim -
particularly our Rebbe.

8 Editors Note: These words of description on the importance of the footnotes as well as the
references, take on a entirely new meaning with the revelation in this Teshura, that the Rebbe himself
was extremely involved in many of the nuances & details of R. Mindel’s Bi-Lingual Tanya. Now, a
whole new appreciation and richness is given to this work and each minute detail truly needs to be
studied on a scholarly level. In other words, an entirely new part of the Rebbe’s teachings, particularly
in Tanya, is being presented, which may bring a revolution of insights to the students of Tanya.

«»

9 Editors Note: In this first draft there is a additional “¢” in the beginning of the word “references”, and
there are no marks of correction, see footnote 2 that understandably the Rebbe’s involvement wasn’t
for simple spelling.
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(’Z‘"' The Tanya ie the basic work of ChaBaD, in which the author
) [ formulates the framework of his religious philosophy and ethics

ﬁ # /\ f Judaism. In.ite-essentisi-elements it-is a syngthethis of

/ Kabbala and Halacha, of the mystical and rational currents of

Jewish thought, which are blended rather remarkably well into
one cohesive slggz;n Jknown—es-ChaBad.

The Tanya represents a new approach o the interpretation
of the Jewish religion, the—philosephybf-whieh-begine with-the-

~_gelf and ends with-the-self. Knowledge of the self, Rabbi

Schneur Zalman holds, is a means to ke knowledge of G-d, the
Creator, and to im knowledge of the created universe and man's
central role in it.

The lofty personality of the benoni, which is the focus of
the author's attention, is not an ideal but a practical goal.
Rabbi Schneur Zalman boldly sets out to show how the rank of
benoni, indeed the XIM ChaBaD system,is accessible,/ﬂ a greater
or lesser degree, to the average individual. As the author in-
dicates in his Introduction, the Tanys was written for the
"geekers" and the "perplexed."

) Thus the g.gxa - the = f'wrltten law" of ChaBaD, in relation
to which thé Test of “the ChaBaD literature is }nﬂisemostaxy -

@ V,,&w has for its objective the formulation of a way of life as well
C‘fv( N as wf a school of thought, withxemphmsimxmmxikexfmrmexx However,
(ﬁf% the emphasis is clearly on the former, though in effect it has
MM / achieved a large measure of both.
* * *

This Bi-Lingual BEdition was produced by the Soneino Press Ltd.,
for the Kehot Publication Society. It offers, for the first time,
a page by page translation together with the Hebrew text, accom-
panied by copious footnotes and source ereferences.
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Compilerts Foreword

- 1. “H&ﬁdamat Ha-mlaﬁt" - for the author considers

himself merely as a “eompiler,"

v 2, As contrasted with books which the author con~
sidered as divinely inspired, of which he speaks in
the following paragraph.

W 3. In the text the word =-3ynnsis missing. Cf.
list of text emendations in the Tanya edition of
Kehot Publication Society, Brooklyn, N.Y., 1958,
edited by Rabbi Menahem Mendel Schneerson, pp.403 ff.

v L, Berakhot 58a.

v 5e The reading in the text isxin°9 osvo ,“sixty ten-
thousands,” corresponding to the number of adult male
Israelites in the Exodus from Egypt. (Ex. 12:37;
Hum. 11:21, etc.). S

The blessing praises God knows (Qimltaneousi} the
secrets in the hearts of all men. - - i

There is a great number of allusions in the Tanys
indicated by the author by "etc." A careful examina-
tion of the text reveals that the author indicated
“an infinished verse quoted from Scriptures by " rixah
(®w131), while an unfinished gquotation from the P
Talmud and other gources was indicated by "o" 5 1ol
( *%15). However, in the latter case, in some ins-
tances, the author used the indication ¥ <o ¥
Yo 5 No particular significance need be at~
tached, in most instances, to the first two cases,
and we rendered both - "etc,” In the third case, how-
ever, it is belleved to indicate that the unfinished
part of the reference also has a bearing on the sub-
Ject matter, and the student is advised to refer to
the source. By way of distinetion, we rendered such
indications by "and so on," and attempted in some
instances to offer an explanation in the Notes. Cf.
He'arot {by Rabbi Menabdm Schneerson) in the Ianya
edition of the Kehot Publication Society, Brooklyn,
H.Y., 1958, p. k436.

nPIPR T RYANT QRAINY NPT DY 0290 nman oy
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Num. 27:18,

. Cf. Rashi's commentary on the said verse, Canolos
- (randers ;rm_a& here by the "spirit of prophecy. !

In the text the word ninus is missing.

Zohar III, 73a, Cf. Rabbi Joseph I. Schneersohn,
Some Aspects of Chabad Qx_gsgidisg; translated by the"
writer, published by Machne Israe { Brooklyn, N.¥.
. 1944} p. 18 ff.

{x P & 8 In Habad the "revealed" and *hidden" aspects of
o { the Torah (in the widest sense of the term) are de-
fined as follows: "The revealed aspects of the Torah,
the Mitgvps (religious obligations), and God, are ex-
pounded in the works of the Talmud, and Early and
Later Commentaries. The concealed aspects of the
Torah, its commandments, and of God are discussed in
Midrashic literature, the .
. .. Kabbalah, religiocus philosophy,
® Rabbi Joseph I. Schneersohn, the T
ggi‘gidus (Kuntres %gg;g Hachassidus), trans
Zalman 1. Posner, KbS,(Brooklyn, N.¥. 1959, p.17.
The expression "revealed %o us and to our children®
1s taken from Deut, 29:28, The first part of this
7! verse is quoted by the author later.. /The style of
“'the Tanya 1s replete ‘with quotations from the Bible,
{ 4{neluding fractional verses, which is characteristic
of all classical rabbinic literature,

tgrubin 13b; Gitin 6b¢

’%@”fyin,“?inﬁ?sad?ef iﬁay.“ ~ ptowxp H

The third category 1s that of tiferet (“beauty").
- T .

s . -

£

4
cf. Iggeret Ha-Kodesh (Part Y4 of the Tanya), chs 13
for more 1ignt on the subject.

e

16, ¢f, Note 1lla above, [

17. A7piayson the word ghitur ("an estimated measure™)
and shatar (“gate") im the Biblical quotation follow-
ing.

/5 317e. of. zohar I, p. 103a/be
/7 18 Prove. 31323.

P 7¢; Roote ! /ﬁe.ju%.,;c«wﬁw
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261
~260<

2 Y, Za'anit 2a. Cf, Bahya's Introduction to his
Duties of the Heart.

On the sources of the Ianys see Introduction,
Ppe 7 If.
p Rabbi Schneur Zalman regardo@hia senlor colleagues,
‘the disciples of Rabbi Dov Ber of Meseritsch (among
whom he himself was the youngest) as his “teach EN
especially Rabbi Mendel Horodoker fand:Rabbi-Abrehem-
of-Kaliskiwho settled in the Ho nd,  Cf, about
them in the first part of the Introduction, The Life
apd Work of Rabbl Sehneur Zalman, pp. 25 ff., 58 ff. *

Iemurah 16a,
Prov. 29:13.
Jer, 313133,
Isa. 11:9.

Deut. 27:17.
of. Kiddushin 6a.

nPIPR T ROANT 2RI NPT DY 0297 naman oy
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Chapter 1

This initial word - Zanya (x-31), referring to a

. text of a Baralta - provides the popular name of this

work., It should be noted that the Talmudie source
uoted here (¥iddah 30b) does not indicate a Baraitic
i.e. Tapnaitic) source. However, in Yebamot 7la
there is a reference to the same source as being
Baraltiec. Furthermore, the author of this source,

R, 8imlai, is mentiene& as a2 Tanna in varlous sources
{e.g. ¥Vayyikra Rabba 1%:7;

t Shimeoni, begin-
ning of Tazri¥a; Palestinian Talmud, Pesahim 5:7; ete.).

Niddah 30b, The "oath" is undersicod.in terms of
a delegation of power. Cf. urim vehetarot 1%Sef
has a, by Rabbi Menahem Mendel of Lubavitch, Kehot
o rrrsi I Society, New York, 1948, pp. 66 f.

Abot IT:8

The appareant contradietion between the two sources
i1s explained in Chapter 13. The meaning of both the
Baraita and Mishnah is expounded in Chapters 13, 14,
29 and 34.

Berakhot 7a; comp. Bosh Haghanah 16#b.

the alternative name for this work, %gfgr

- B
%I%%LW {"The Book of the Intermediates”), as
author's aim is to show in this work that the

personality of the Benoni is attaiyablegby all‘;& (cf.

beginning of ehapts 1M). vl andn se Fnroen

Jivwax s #RLE it
Zohar 1T, 117b. :j;f ;fr - e en shginin

e Al Byt o
This is a play on the words 1% yay, rendered

literally “the evil (belongs) to him,® 1.e. he 1is
master of the svil nature in‘him.

See Note 6 on Compiler®s Foreword.
Berakhot 61b.
¢f. beginning of Chapt. 13

Since there was rione greater than Rabbah, 1t would
mean that there was not even one Zaddik in tne vorid.

/Yet it is by virtue of ‘the Zaddik that the world
i fnmitoen

R P95 T R°INT QRIND NPT DY 0297 NN v
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The story of Purim, as related in the Book of ®sther, gives us & clear
X
annlysis of the 'Jewish problem.'’ The Jews at that time were dispersed over
127 provinees and lands, their own still in ruins. Undoubtedly they differed

from one another
in custom, garment and tongue according to the place of their dispersal,

ery much in the same way & Jews dif‘i‘erent lands differ nowadays, Yet

6¢ aracterlstws which upibed all

42, A3
the énemy of the Jews,’Haman. sa.w o

Jews into‘orle people,' namely, 'their laws are differemt from those of mihex

d
otn people/' (Book her,
£ ,{ﬁ. o P ?'% % Nod 'm,@;,m
.7; Y “Haman seeks to de«tréy 5.11 the Jews, young and old, children

and womeln. Al‘chough there were in those days, too, Jews who strictly
adhered to the Torah and Mitzvoth, and Jews whose religious ties with their
people were weak, or who had sought to assimilate themselves coﬁ%lg%sly, yet

none could escape Ha/u;aéx"?'classific,ation of belonging to that ‘ome people,’

and every one was included in his cruel decree of extermination.
In all ages there were Hamans, yet we have outlived them, thenk G-d.
Wherein lies the secret of our *ndestructabillty A

T,‘;,answer t!rtrqm&on sei icalﬁwe ylnx:t will take a IW

11lustration. hen a scientist seeks to ascertain the laws governing &

certain phenomenon, or to discover the essential properties of a cﬂsrtain

¥ el
olement in nature, he must underteke a series of experimenty qrden/vuafied TR

P PAYl el
comditions., No true scientific law can be deduced from a é‘;gnited‘ uzmbex;”o‘
\ mmmm.fg,é" 02 s 1
experiments, orfro‘m experiments unde;jq, S],,;;mybe& ? sf condltmnssf
iy fdn | Wl L
For the results as to what is essantial ‘ani}i'y whet secondagry would then not be

concl}xslve.

The same principle should be applied to our people. It is ome of the
oldest in the world, begimming its mational history from the Revelation at
Mourt Sinai some 3300 yeari,ago. In the course of these long centuries our

people has lived under a variety of' tonditions, different times and different

places all over the world. If we wish to discover whe essential elements in
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the existence of our people and its unique strength, we must conclude that
intrinsic
it is not its pecitliar physical or/mental characteristics, nor its tongue,
manners and customs (in a wider sense), nor even its recial purity (for
Y there were times in the early history of our people,as well as during the
% 2 Middle Ages, when whole ethnic groups and tribes have become proselytes
nd

part of our people). The essential element which unites our tdispersed

and scattex:i«p:?}jle' and makes it 'ome people' throughout its dispersion
‘g;e’;”:l"lmghe lands of the world and over several millsnia]is the Torah and
Mitgm, It is the Torsh and #itzvoth which made our people indestructable
he world scene in the face of massacres and pogroms aiming at our
ideological
physical destruction, and in the face of xpiwitmak’ onslau@hts of foreign
cultures aiming at our spiritual destruction.
Purim teaches us the mid age-old lesson, which has been verified even
most recently, to our sorrow, that mo manner of assimilationism, even such
which is extended over several generations, provides an eseape from the
Hemens and Hitlers snd Stalins; nor can any Jew sever his ties with his
people by mki:g; attempting such an escape.
Purim reminds us that the strength of our people as a whole, and of
each individual Jew and Jewess, lies in a closer adherence to our ancient
spiritual heritage, whxch wkemm contaeins the seeret of a harmonious life,
hence 2 happy and he""ithy life. All other things Mrmst attune

e —

kawxx to this vital aspect of our existence to make for the utmost harmony;‘

and add to our physical and spiritual stremgth, both of which go hand in

ith best wishes for a nargpif Purim, eand

Ty may we live to see a world free of Hamngg‘/

.

3
‘ }3’;’){/3 j and 211l types of Amalekites

M I ,
'ﬁ ,:“j"’ﬁ Cordially yours /"
o

; : f(j?‘l u.‘)( g‘ 0?‘9) g

/‘i’ Bl ’7’} 4
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