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Stories about grandiather of the Chosson, Rabbi Moshe Kotlarskly

THERE IS SOMEONE TO TURNTO

Often, without a request from a given community, the Rebbe would express interest and
care about them, and instruct Rabbi Kotlarsky to travel to a certain location, or deal with a
certain problem. But the story recorded here was one of the most unique of such episodes.
This story expresses how the Rebbe, the “Faithful Shepherd,” feels the pain and cares for
each and every of his flock — the Jewish people, wherever they may be.

In the month of Adar II, 5744-1984, Rabbi Kotlarsky was in the midst of one of his
travels for Merkos, and was staying in the city of New Orleans. While there, he received an
urgent phone call from Rabbi Chadakov (the head of the Rebbe’s secretariat, and director of
Merkos), with a surprising instruction from the Rebbe.

The Rebbe asked that Rabbi Kotlarsky travel as quickly as possible to the island of Curagao.
When Rabbi Kotlarsky asked what he was to do there, Rabbi Chadakov replied that he did
not know what the purpose of the trip was to be, but that the Rebbe had mentioned that
it would be worthwhile to print a Tanya while there. This was during the period when the
Rebbe was often and strongly encouraging the printing of Tanyas all over the world.

Curacao is an island in the southern Caribbean Sea, close to the shores of Venezuela.

The island is under the control of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and was once part of
the Netherlands Antilles, gaining autonomy in 2010.

Ten families of Sephardic Jews from the Portuguese Jewish Community in Holland
reached its shores in 1651, and were the nucleus of the large local Jewish community which
later evolved. The synagogue on the island, built in 1731, is considered to be the oldest in

the Americas.
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Rabbi Kotlarsky immediately purchased a plane ticket, taking along with him a student
named Levi Yitzchak Krinsky (today a Shliach in New Hampshire).

Before setting off, Rabbi Kotlarsky contacted the president of the community, and asked
that a meeting be set up with members of the community board. Once they arrived, they
searched for means by which to fulfill the Rebbe’s directive to print the Tanya, which would
become edition #44.

While meeting with the heads of the community, Rabbi Kotlarsky discussed possibilities
for strengthening and developing Jewish life and identity within the hundreds of Jewish
families living on the island; the possibility of organizing a Jewish summer camp for the
local children, who did not receive a Jewish education throughout the year; and the like.

When they were about to depart the meeting location, they met a forlorn looking Jew,
who was especially happy to meet them. He introduced himself as Chaim Grossman — a
local Jew who was in a difficult situation.

He explained that there wasn't a Jewish school on the island, and the Jewish children
studied at the local public school. After a long period during which the Jewish children
were treated with respect, a change in administration brought with it discrimination against
the Jewish children. In particular, they began creating difficulties with regard to religion,
pressuring the children to attend catholic events on Sundays, etc.

He told that his young son, Eli, was avoiding school because of this. He and his wife
were supportive, even though they did not have an especially religious background. The
stubbornness of the child led the administration of the school to be especially harsh with his
entire family, which hurt the social relationships of the family with the locals, and especially
the Jewish community — and they simply did not know what to do.

About two days earlier, he had dreamt of his deceased grandmother, appearing to him as
she had looked soon before she had passed away, forty years earlier. Before she had passed
away, when she felt that her end was near, she called over her grandson and gave him two
instructions. The first was that he should ensure to marry a Jewish girl. The second was that
if a day would come and he would be in distress, he should know that there is an address
to turn to — that of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. (This was still during the leadership of the
Previous Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak.) Chaim said that when he awoke from his dream,
he remembered this instruction of his grandmother, and started to piece things together.

Rabbi Kotlarsky immediately understood the purpose of his mission to this place, and
began speaking at length with the father, and then with the son. He encouraged them, and
explained to them how important it is to be educated in the spirit of Judaism and in a Jewish
setting, which did not really exist on their island. He explained that there was the possibility
that he could go to study in the United States.

At a certain point in the conversation, Rabbi Kotlarsky invited the father to visit New

York for Purim and stay at his home, when he could see the Rebbe and gain an impression




of the surroundings. He also suggested that Eli fly to New York to spend the summer in
Gan Yisrael summer camp in New York, where he could make friends with other Jewish
children his age, which could set the stage for entering a yeshivah with a fitting dormitory,
the coming year in Crown Heights.

On 18 Adar II, after being by the Rebbe and joining the Rebbe’s grand Purim farbrengen,
Chaim sat down at home, and wrote a two page, heartfelt letter to Rabbi Kotlarsky. In it, he
extended his thanks for the warm hospitality, and expressed his son’s interest in attending
summer camp in New York, and afterward, yeshivah.

He concluded his letter with the following words: “I would like to extend the Rebbe my
most sincere appreciation and other good feelings, but for lack of good English, I do not
know what words to use.

“Just tell the Rebbe that a small Jew from Curacao felt that the Rebbe Shelita touched my
soul; thank you for doing it.

“I would like to write to the Rebbe myself but I do not know how to write the words in
Hebrew addressing to the Rebbe”

Because of this content of the letter, Rabbi Kotlarsky decided to forward its entirety to the
Rebbe. In a letter by Rabbi Kotlarsky dated 26 Adar II, to the “administration of Merkos,”
Rabbi Kotlarsky wrote in item #4: “Attached is a letter from the man from Curacao who
was here for Purim, and I merited to sign up his son to the yeshivah 'Chanoch Lenaar.' The
letter speaks for itself, but there is a request in it to be transmitted to the Rebbe. I ask you
to deliver this from me. This is the man who speaks in the shul every Shabbos, and repeats
thoughts from the Rebbe every Shabbos. Respectfully, Moshe Yehuda?”

Rabbi Chadakov brought the letter of Rabbi Kotlarsky, together with that of Chaim
Grossman, to the Rebbe. After some time, the envelope was taken out of the Rebbe’s chamber
with the word “to return” written on it by the Rebbe. On the second page of Chaim’s letter,
the Rebbe drew a line alongside the paragraph where he had asked to thank the Rebbe, and
his feeling about the visit.

On Rabbi Kotlarsky’s letter, the Rebbe circled item #4 and wrote a note from which his
secretariat should prepare a letter of reply to Chaim Grosmman. It read as follows (roughly):
“[Please obtain] all the names and the address, and ask Rabbi Nissen Mindel to write to him
(in English with my signature) .. Near [the special time of] Purim .. Each and every Jew
has a G-dly soul, [which is] a ‘part of G-dliness, literally from above, as is stated clearly in
Tanya, start of chapter two — and therefore, there is no such thing as ‘a small Jew’ — as he
calls himself in his letter”

They verified all the names of their family, and the letter, composed by Rabbi Mindel
based on the Rebbe’s note, was addressed to “Chaim Yosef Groisman.” The letter, dated 3
Nissan 5744, and containing this powerful point from the Rebbe, is attached here.
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The son, Eli Grossman attended Gan Yisrael summer camp in New York during that
summer. Then, he attended school in the yeshivah Chanoch Lenaar, and drew near to
Torah and Mitzvos and chassidus Chabad. Until today, he is full of thanks to the Rebbe,
who sent his emissary to an isolated island, and saved him from a difficult situation. At
different opportunities, he emotionally tells over this full story, before crowds awed by this
spectacular and touching miracle.

TO AWAKEN A DISENGAGED JEW

During one of his travels to countries in South America, Rabbi Kotlarsky became close
with a very respected, affluent family, in Guatemala, who ended up donating large sums
to help the Rebbe’s institutions. Over time, the friendship became deep, with frequent
interaction.

One day, Rabbi Kotlarsky received a notification from the family that their daughter was
going to be getting married in an exquisite New York City hall. They asked his advice as to a
fitting day during the month of Kislev when to hold the wedding, and decided on the 14th
of Kislev, a special day, on which the Rebbe and Rebbetzin were married in Warsaw, Poland,
in the year 1928.

Based on the bride’s request that Rabbi Kotlarsky officiate at the wedding, it was decided
that the bride and groom would meet him one evening in order to discuss the halachic laws
and other preparations for a Jewish wedding.

As Rabbi Kotlarsky was getting to know the groom, he was proud to inform the rabbi that
he was closely related to a famous rabbi who lived in Warsaw, Poland, before the war, and
who wrote many Torah works: Rabbi Tzvi Yechezkel Michalzohn z”1, hy’d.

Rabbi Kotlarsky was excited to hear this, because his own father, Rabbi Tzvi Yosef, had
received his rabbinic ordination from this rabbi, while learning in the yeshivah Tomchei
Temimim of Warsaw (as well as from Rabbi Shlomo Dovid Kahana zt”]). The way it would
happen was that over a few weeks, on Friday nights, after the Shabbos meal, students would
go to the home of this rabbi; he would test them on their studies, and then ordinate them.
His unique style of testing was to ask the student to remove a volume of rabbinic responsa
from the shelf, open it to a random page, and then ask the student to offer a fitting answer
to the question written there.

During the meeting, the groom also mentioned that his father (a nephew of this above-
mentioned rabbi) was a holocaust surviver, one of the few who survived from his entire
extended family, and that the horrors of the war had made it difficult for him to lead the life
of an observant Jew. He also mentioned that his father was present when the Nazis yms”h
took his uncle, the rabbi, to the concentration camp, and that this had a strong negative
impact on him. The groom was hinting that they should not expect his father to “cooperate”

during the religious ceremony.




Instead of the aliyah to the Torah (“ufrufenish”) being held on Shabbos, as is usual, it was
held on the prior Thursday, on the 11th of Kislev (which interestingly was the day of the
month on which the Rebbe received his pre-marriage aliya). The groom had his aliyah with
a large crowd in attendance, and afterward, a large, festive meal was held.

When Rabbi Kotlarsky returned to Crown Heights that day, he wrote a letter to the Rebbe
detailing the goings-on, asking for a blessing for the bride, groom, and their parents. The
Rebbe immediately instructed his secretariat to prepare the customary letter of blessing,
and that it be sent to the bride and groom.

On the morning of Sunday, the 14th of Kislev, 5744 (1983), the Rebbe traveled to the
resting place of his saintly father-in-law, the Previous Rebbe, in Queens, New York. Suddenly,
Rabbi Kotlarsky received a call for the Rebbe’s secretary, Rabbi Yehuda »w Krinsky, who was
sitting in the Rebbe’s car, outside the Ohel, with an instruction the Rebbe had just now given
him in writing.

On Rabbi Kotlasrsky’s letter, the Rebbe had circled the name of Rabbi Michalzohn, and
written the following words:

“I believe he participated in my wedding, and also gave me a gift — ‘a present [for the]
speech’ — his sefer.

“(It is sitting in the box of seforim in my room, near the [book of] Tanchuma, near the
electricity [outlet].)

“I will lend it to you to hold it during the betrothal ceremony and recital of the blessings,
and we will see from this hashgacha pratis [“divine providence”], after 55 years [since this
book was gifted to me]”

Immediately after Rabbi Krinsky concluded reading the answer to Rabbi Kotlarsky, he
called the Rebbe’s secretary, Rabbi Groner a”h, so that he would wait for Rabbi Kotlarsky in
the office of the secretariat, in order to fulfill the Rebbe’s directive.

They entered the Rebbe’s holy room, and found the sefer exactly where the Rebbe had
instructed. Rabbi Groner removed the sefer from where it lay and gave it to Rabbi Kotlarsky.

When Rabbi Kotlarsky arrived at the grand hall in Midtown Manhattan, he found the
family taking photos, before the Kabolas Panim (“greeting ceremony”). He took the father
of the groom to the side, and told about what had happened that morning.

When he concluded telling him about this, he offered that the father take a look at his
uncle’s sefer which the Rebbe had lent. The father received it with trembling hands, and
opened the sefer, entitled “Pinos Habayis.”

On the top of the cover page, the Rebbe’s handwriting was stood out:

“Of my seforim — Menachem Schneerson. The 14th of Kislev, 5689.”




IO P KD T SRR R0 non

Seeing the handwriting of the Rebbe on the sefer of his uncle hy’d, the father’s face began
changing colors, his eyes wet, and he let out a loud cry, precipitating uncontrolled weeping.
At once, all of his memories returned to him, including the last moments he had seen his
uncle, before he was taken to the Treblinka concentration camp, in the year 1902. It was
clear that he had been spiritually awakened and touched.

Rabbi Kotlarsky began the marriage ceremony with a few emotional words — telling
the crowd about the Rebbe’s surprising directive while at the Ohel of his father-in-law, and
about the father of the groom’s awakening, a short while earlier. He then read the Rebbe’s
letter of blessings with wishes of mazel tov to the couple.

Hearing about the special, historical thread connecting this day with the Rebbe’s wedding
fifty five years earlier, and the special present the Rebbe had received from the groom’s great
uncle which he had now sent to be held at the wedding, the crowd was quite moved.

[Another interesting point Rabbi Kotlarsky mentioned was about the historical
connection between the bride and groom: When the grandfather of the bride, Rabbi Efraim
Leichtung 2”1, a very respected rabbi in Hungary, wrote a sefer on the word of the famed
halachic author, the Pri Megodim, he crowned it with two approbations — one of them
being that of the groom’s great uncle, Rabbi Michalzohn hy’d.]

While telling of the groom’s great lineage, Rabbi Kotlarsky took out the sefer which
the Rebbe had instructed him to hold under the chuppah, and with that, the emotional
chuppah, betrothal ceremony, and recital of blessings, were held.

I PUT ON TEFILLIN TODAY, DID YOU?

During his youth, Rabbi Kotlarsky studied in the yeshivah Tomchei Temimim of
Montreal. His father, Rabbi Yosef Tzvi a"h, had been one of its founders, by the instruction
of the Previous Rebbe. During the period after the Six Day War in Eretz Yisrael, the Rebbe
began introducing "Mitzvah Campaigns" on a grand scale, beginning with the "Tefillin
Campaign," to merit as many Jewish people with the fulfillment of this important mitzvah.

The students of the yeshivas and Lubavitchers in general did whatever they could to
develop and solidify this campaign, with the Rebbe's encouragement. For example, on one
occasion, a letter arrived from the Rebbe on the letterhead of his secretariat, addressed
to the yeshivah students. It read as follows: "As a sign of gratitude for your efforts in the
"Tefillin Campaign,' the Rebbe Shlita has sent a check for $500, from the Previous Rebbe's
fund."

One day in the winter of 5728-1968, the students Moshe Yehudah Kotlarsky and his
friend, Menachem Mendel Lipsker (today the Head Shliach of South Africa) were walking
down the street. This was during the election period for Prime Minister of Canada, and

political activists were distributing brochures, stickers, and pins which encouraged citizens




to vote for a certain candidate.

Because all Lubavitchers were especially into the Tefillin Campaign at that time, they
immediately thought about how they could translate what they had seen, by Divine
Providence, for the Rebbe's campaign. It hit them that they could produce buttons
encouraging Jews to lay tefillin.

They found the number of the manufacturer who produced these pins and called them
up. When the manufacturer said he did not take orders for less than two hundred pieces,
they replied: "OK, let's do two hundred pieces but for the price of fifty..." As they were
speaking to him, they came up with the slogan to print on the pins: "I put on tefillin, do
you?" and they dictated it to the man on the line. When he asked when they needed it, they
excitedly replied: "We needed it two days ago!"

When they went to pick up the pins, they were disappointed to see that the owner had
misspelled "tefillin," writing "tessillin" instead. They asked him to produce new ones and
changed the language slightly to: "I put on teffillin today b"h, did you?"

In honor of the 10th of Shevat that year, Rabbi Kotlarsky joined the students of his
yeshivah for a trip to the Rebbe. On Sunday, he was called into the room of the Rebbe's
secretary, Rabbi Chadakov, who asked him: "You made some type of toy for the Tefillin
Campaign?" When he tried to be evasive, Rabbi Chadakov scolded him: "In which Tomchei
Temimim did they teach you to hide things from the Rebbe? ... It doesn't matter what you
do or don't think—did you send what you did to the Rebbe?"

He immediately grasped that the Rebbe must have heard about the buttons. He turned
to the yeshivah head, Rabbi Aizik Shwei a'h, for advice. Reb Aizik advised him to write a
simple letter attached to the button, asking the Rebbe if they should produce more and if
there should be any changes.

Before Minchah, Rabbi Kotlarsky gave the letter and pins to Rabbi Chadakov. Immediately
after the prayer, the secretary came out beaming with the Rebbe's response:

Near the question "whether to produce more," the Rebbe crossed out "whether," so it
read, "produce more of them," and underlined it for emphasis.

Regarding changes, the Rebbe adjusted the text to read, "there are no changes," adding
that they should just note an address for information.

Where Rabbi Kotlarsky hoped it would "give the Rebbe nachas," the Rebbe changed
"give" to "gave" and added: "And it caused much nachas to the Rebbe immensely. I will
mention [it and you] at the resting place [of my father-in-law, the Previous Rebbe]."

Following this, stickers with contact information were added to the buttons, and special

booklets were printed with the blessings for tefillin and the Shema prayer.







mar
P giilskaniiistaly
PIPY RS DT Ao
INOMA"R

IR M2 NW Y
XN 7NN T 9P 7Y Ty Pia
NAW 7INT2 DN DR 80
mTonn 07N 2T
pikiani gvinRainbyinhy)

(c4

YHW NNXIBA ATy
M 12 PRYY oY NnY 2N




