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By the Grace of G-d

3rd of Nissan, 5721

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr, & Mrs, Yitzchok Kcsofsky
5628 N. Kimball Ave.
Chicago 45, Illinois

Greeting and Blesssing:

After the long interval, your letters and enclosures were
received, in which you write about the progress which has
been made in Yiddishkeit in Chicago, especially in the matter
of Yiddish milk, ete.

For me, at a distance, it is difficulf to express an opinion
on a sltuation which depends on various aspects and details
which you could not fully enumerate in a letter, Therefore,
it would be well for you to consult with your friends locally,
to whom you could explain all the pertinent details, and with
whom you could make a survey of the situation regarding exist-
ing and potential users, etc. As far as I can see from your
letter, you are the only one engaged in this business, and,
therefore, given the proper organization there should be good
prospects, not only spiritually but also materially, especlally
as the circle of observant Jews has been widening in recent
years, and consequently also the circle of potential users of
milk products under strict Jewlsh supervision, .

I trust that the condition of Mrs. Kosofsky has improved and

is improving steadily. Inasmuch as we are approaching the
Festival of Pesach, for the preparation of which so much depends
on the housewife, may G-d grant you good health, and may G-d
grant you and yours a Kosher, happy and inspiring Pesach.

Hoping to hear good news from you, and

NRTNRMW 277107 T

With blessing
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch

770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.
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By the Grace of G=d

Motzoei Shabbos
Parshas Bamidbor,
Brppklyn, N.Y.

To the Annual Convention of the
Agudos N'shei uBnois Chabad

Hew York City.

Blessing and Greeting:

Herewith I send my greeting and blessing to the

5717

participants

and members of the Agudos N'shei uBnois Chabad, on the occasion of
your Annual Convention. May G-d help you to put into effect all
the vital plans that will be adopted at the Convention, and turn
them into ever-growing accomplishments. For the end-purpose of

"thought" and "speech" is practical action.

In accordance with the well-known saying of the

Founder of

Chabad, under whose banner you carry on your good work, namely,
"t is necessary to live with the times," meaning that it is
necessary to live according to the instructions and teachings con-
tained in the weekly portion of the Torah& I hope your Convention

will introduce into your work new life an

vitality - from the

source of life, our Torah, "the Law of Life," as it is illuminated
by Chassidus which is distinectly called "the teachings of the G=d
of Life," which will find expression in your over-all work, and
particuiarly in the phases which are alluded to in the wmmkiy Torah

portions pertaining to this week.

Your convention is taking place during the week
portions of Bamidbor and Nosso. One of the subjects

between the
which we find

in both these weekly portions is the Sanctuary 1n the desert and
the distribution of the duties connected with it, when the Sanctuary

was carried from place to place.

This emphasizes the fact that even when Jews find themselves in

a desert, they have the ability to erect a Sanctuary

for the Divine

Presence to dwell among them, and in every one of them.

Just as there 1s a desert in a physical sense, a place of
desolation, where extreme climatic conditions prevail, a place of
poisonous snakes, etc., so is there a "desert" in a spiritual sense,
created by harmful ideas; and such a spiritual desert can be found
also in a land which is materially a flourishing garden.

Our Holy Torah teaches us that when Jews find themselves in
such a spiritual desert, it is possible, necessary and imperative

to erect a Sanctuary, carry it, and go forward, step
eventually the environment and situation change from

by step, until
a spiritual

(63)
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desert - into the blessed and holy land, with the fulfilment of
the true and complete Redemption, through our Righteous Moshiach.

Here is guidance for all Jews, especially for Jewish women,
for,the Torah tells us, the Jewish women responded first and fore-
most, even before the men, when the Sanctuary was to be erected
in the desert.

In the spiritual desert, in which certain sections of our
people find themselves, where a desolate aridity and void prevail
in matters of Yiddishkeit in general, not to mention in the
Chassidic way of life, you have a challenge and a great and eternal
Zechus to be among the first to bring about a radical change in
the prevailing conditions through the dissemination of Yiddishkeit
in the fullest sense and in the maximum degree, thereby making the
environment into a Sanctuary, a fitting place for the Divine
Presence. I hope that you will fulfil this your life-duty with
devotion and vitality.

I especially wish to call attention to the necessity of in-
cluding in your sphere of activity, not only the adults and the
young, but also the very young children, for, as experience has
clearly shown, when we begin bringing up a child in a certain
direction from the earliest age onward, we can be assured of greater
success and of greater and better fruits.

With prayerful wishes for success in your work, which will
also bring you G-d's blessings in your personal needs,

And with the traditional blessing of my
father-in-law, of saintly memory, that
every one of us receive the Torah with
joy and inner inspiration, in the midst
of all Israel,

Sizned:

Menachem Schneerson
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By the Grace of G-d
Lag b'Omer, 5731
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To All Participants in the
Sixteenth Annual Convention of
Neshei Ubnos Chabad

Blessing and Greeting:

The Convention is taking place this year on Shabbos
Mevorchim Sivan, the month of Mattan Torah. And inasmuch
as everything is by Hashgocho Protis, it is an opportune
moment to dwell on one of the aspects of Mattan Torah which
has a direct bearing also on the Convention.

Torah from Sinai begins with the Ten Commandments, of
which the first two: "I am G-d, thy G-d" (- the root and
foundation of all positive Mitzvoth) and "You shall have
no other gods" ( - the root and foundation of all prohibi-
tions) proclaim the Unity of G-d. A pre-condition to Mattan
Torah was the unity of the Jewish people (as it is written,
And Israel encamped there facing the Mountain - in the
singular form, indicating, as our Sages explain, "as one man
with one heart"). The essence of Mattan Torah is to realize
in the material world the Unity of G-d, through the "one
nation on earth," the Jewish people, fulfilling the 613
Mitzvoth of the one Torah.

At first glance it is difficult to understand how such
unity can be achieved, considering that G-d Himself created
mankind as diverse individuals, differing in their opinions
("as they differ in their faces so they differ in their minds"),
living in a world which He likewise created variegated as
to climate and physical features? How can a whole nation
attain true unity within itself and bring unity into such
a diversified world?

The explanation is to be found in the verse, "Apd they
stood themselves under the Mountain" - all of the 600,000
adult Jews, with their wives, sons and daughters. This
means that, as they were about to receive the Torah, they
all submitted themselves to it so completely, that all mun-
dane matters ceased to exist for them, as it were; their
self-effacement (bittul) and joy of receiving the Torah left
room for nothing else. And since the "Mountain" was the same
for all, and all were permeated with the same feeling of self=-
effacement and joy, this brought true unity into all the
600,000 individual Jews with their families, and alse unity
of G-d into the world, through the one Torah.

The Jewish people began with one family, that of our
father Abraham, and ever since then the Jewish family has

®
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been the foundation of our people. In the family, too, each
member is a separate individual, with a particular function
and purpose in life assigned to him and her by Hashgocho
Protis. Unless there is unity in the family, there can be

no unity of the Jewish people. How is family unity achieved?
In the same way as mentioned above: When all the members

of the family accept the One Torah from the One G-d in such

a way that the Torah and Mitzvoth are the only essential
thing, and all other things are merely secondary, and have

a significance only insofar as they are related to the essence =
then there is true unity in the family.

In attaining this family unity - bearing in mind also
that Jewish families are the component parts of the Jewish
people, hence the basis of the unity of Klal Yisroel, as
mentioned above = the Jewish mother and daughter have a most
important part, being the Akeres Habayis, as has been under-
scored on previous occasions.

Needless to say, the said unity must be a constant one,
without interruptions; this is to say, it must be expressed
not only on certain days of the year, or certain hours of
the day, but in every day of the year and in every hour of
the day. This means that a Jewish home must be wholly basec
on the foundations of the Torah and liitzvoth, and so per-
meated with the spirit of Torah decication and the joy of
Mitzvah that this should be reflected also in the conduct
outside the home, in the street, and in the entire environ-
ment,

Herein lies the essence of the "inteority" and unity
of the Jewish family and of Jewish family life - the main
theme of this year's Convention.

It is to be hoped that this point will be brought out
at the Convention with the proper clarity and forcefulness.
together with its aim and purpose = its realization in the
daily life, in keeping with the basic princiole of our Sages
of blessed memory: The essential thino is the deed.

With blessing for Hatzlocho
spiritually and materially,
and for good tidings =

/Signed / Menachem Schneerson
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By the Grace of G-d
24th of Adar I, 5733
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To All Participants in the
Annual Governors' Dinner of the
Yeshiva Tomchei~Tmimim
Montreal, Que.

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to be informed that the Annual Dinner will take place on the 9th
of Adar II -~ the historic day when my father ~in-law of saintly memory arrived in
the U.S.A, thirty three years ago.

As is known, my father-in~law, the Rebbe, declared immediately upon arri~
val, that it was not for his own sake that he came to America, but that Divine
Providence had led him to these shores "in order to make America, with G-d's
help, a center of Torah with Yiras Shomayim in the spirit of Tomchei~Tmimim
Lubavitch."

After all these years that elapsed since that day, it is surely appropriate to
take stock of the accomplishments, and there is certainly reason to be gratified.

However, with all that has been achieved, if we look into what is happening
around us, and how many Jewish children and youths are still groping in the dark,
waiting for someone to extend a helping hand to them and guide them out of the
darkness into the light of the Torah and Mitzvoth -~ one cannot help feeling re -
gretful at the thought that, after all that has been accomplished, much more
should have been done. But here there is the danger of shrugging it off with an
unseemly thought: 'It"s no use crying about the past; it's too late to do anything
about it. Let's, at any rate, see to it that we do a good day's work each day in
the future."

The fact is that for Jews there is no such thing as "too late.” And this is

what we are especially reminded about in the current LeaE Year, especially in
the present intercalated month of Adar.

(Continued)
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The purpose of the Leap Year in our Hebrew Calendar is to make good the
deficiency between the Lunar Year (the basis of our calendar) in relation to the
Solar Year, in order that our festivals should occur in their due season (Pesach
in the spring, etc.). But this also conveys the teaching that a Jew must always
strive to make good any deficiency in the past.

Moreover, just as in the case of the Leap Year, the added month does not
merely make up the deficiency of past years, but also exceeds it with an
"advance'on the future, so must a Jew endeavor not only to make up for the
past deficiency, no matter what the reasorswere, or how justified they were -~
but do so with an "advance" on the future.

I confidently hope that the response of all participants, especially of the
honored Governors and active friends of the Yeshiva, will this year be particu=-
larly generous, so as together with the Yeshiva truly carry out in a tangible way
the aforementioned message of the Leap Year.

Congratulation to you all, and may each and all of you be blessed by G-d
with much Hatzlocho, in this undertaking and in general, both materially and
spiritually.

With esteem and blessing for
Hatzlocho and good tidings

/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/
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By the Grace of G-d
Erev Shabbos Mevorchim
Parshas Hachodesh, 5735

To All Participants in the Droodyny iy

Annual Governor's Dinner
Yeshiva Tomchei Tmimim
Montreal, Quebec

Greeting and Blessing:

It is significant and relevant that the Annual Dinner is taking place on
the eve of Rosh Chodesh Nissap,the Month of Geulo. Our Sages declare that
just as our people was redeemed from Egyian bondage in the month of Nissan,
so we are destined tc be redeemed in Nissan also from the present Golus,

By this our Sages wish to convey not only that the future of our people is
linked with its past, but that the same underlying conditions which brought
about our Liberation from Egypt are indispensable also to our future Geulo.

The Torah tells us that despite Pharaoh's cruel decress, primarily
directed against the Jewish children, Moshe Rabbeinu was able to declare, ''With
our young and with our old we will go forth, with our sins and with our daughters',
Similarly our Sages tell us that at the miraculous crossing of the Red Sea, the
children were the first t» recognize G-d, even before the grownups, and they
declared, 'this is my G-d!"

This was made possible because Jewish parents, even in the face of decrees
and persecutions, were determined to bring up a generation of children that
would know G-d and be permeated with love of G-d and love of their people,
ready and eager to march forth to receive the Torah and Mitzvoth at Sinai.

How much greater should such determination be when this can be done freely,
openly and with real pride,

The Dinner, taking place on the eve of Rosh Chodesh Nissan, should be a
timely occasion to reflect on the vital importance of Torah education and the
role of the Yeshiva Tomche Tmimim, It should also help appreciate more
deeply the great Zechus that goes with supporting this great Torah institution,
both in a personal way - as a source of blessings for the supporters and their
families, as well as in the way of helping bring nearer the fulffment of the
prophecy, "As in the days of your liberation from Egypt I will show you wonders"
- through our righteous Moshiach,

With esteem and blessing for
Hatzlocho and good tidings

/Signed/ Menachem Schneerson
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By the Grace of G-d
17th of Adar, 5737
Brooklyn, N.Y,

To All Participants in the
Annual Governors' Dinner
Yeshiva Tomchei Tmimim
Montreal Que.

Greeting and Blessing:

This year's Annual Dinner takes place under the impact of the "Year of
Chinuch" which has been proclaimed for intensified activities in all phases of
Torah education in the fullest possible measure.

The timing of the Dinner between Purim and Pesach adds further em-
phasis on the Torah education of our Jewish children - a central point in both
these festivals. For, as is well known, the Miracle of Purim occurred for
the sake of the children whom Mordechai gathered in their thousands and in-
stilled into them the utmost dedication to Torah, to the point of self-sacrifice,
and this was the turning point which nullified and reversed Haman's decree, as
our Sages tell us.

Similarly, the Geulo (Liberation) from Egyptian bondage came about in
the merit of the devout Jewish mothers who had raised generations of children
that were the first to recognize G-d, exclaiming, ""This is my G-d!"

The message is clear and explicit: At all times, and particularly in the
present critical time of this last and final Golus (Diaspora), the Torah education
of our children is not only a matter of saving the children themselves, but is
also directly related to the Geulo of our entire Jewish people. This calls for a
total, uncompromised, and inspired Torah-education.

This is the kind of Chinuch that the students receive in the Lubavitcher
Yeshivoth, where emphasis is placed also on instilling into the students a sense
of profound responsibility for less privileged children - children in age and
"children' in knowledge and experience of Yiddishkeit. Their inspired education
makes them inspiring educators who spread and strengthen Yiddishkeit in their
surroundings, as is well known, and as can be seen wherever a graduate of a
Lubavitcher Yeshiva finds himself.

1 hope and trust, therefore, that the friends and supporters of the celebrated
Lubavitcher Yeshiva Tomchei Tmimim in Montreal fully appreciate the great
Zechis that is theirs in having a share in the sacred work of the Yeshiva, and
will give expression to it by their generous response on the occasion of this
Annual Dinner, which has to raise the financial means to enable the Yeshiva
to maintain its high standards and to expand still further in order to meet the

special challenges and opportunities of these crucial times.

With esteem and blessing for
Hatzlocho and good tidings,

/Signed/ Menachem Schneerson
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By the Grace of G-d
28 Adar I, 5738
Brooklyn, N, Y.

To All Participants in the

Annual Governors' Dinner

Yeshiva Tomchei Tmimim Lubavitch
Montreal, Que.

Greeting and Blessing:

1 was pleased to be informed of the forthcoming Annual Dinner, and may
G-d grant that it be with much Hatzlocho in all respects.

Since the event is taking place on the eve of the 7th of Adar II, the date
itself underscores a meaningful connection between this important event and
the Leap Year in which it is taking place.

The essence of a Leap Year in our Jewish Calendar is that it makes up
for the deficiency between the lunar years and the solar years, For, inasmuch
as eur Jewish Calendar is basically lunar, and the lunar year falls short of the
solar year by about eleven days, the deficiency must be made good by the ad-
dition of an extra month (two months of Adar, instead of one) every two or three
years, in order that our festivals should occur within their due seasons - Pesach
in the spring; Succos in the autumn, etc., as required by the Torah.

However, as all matters in Torah ('Torah' meaning "instruction') in-
struct the Jew how to conduct himself in his daily life in keeping with his duties
to G-d and man, so has the institution of the Leap Year an important prgctical
instruction. It is, that if a person has fallen short of fulfilling his duties, or
in fulfilling them to perfection, he should not fail to make up for the deficiency
in full measure. Besides, it is surely self-evident that even if a person ful-
filled his obligations perfectly in the past, that is no longer perfect enough for the
present, since everything is relative, and a human being is expected to rise to
higher levels of achievement as time progresses. And, needless to say, in
implementing the lesson of the Leap Year, one does not depend on the moon
and the sun (or any external forces of nature), but it is a ma tter of one's own
will.

Especially keeping in mind the well-known teaching of my father-in-law
of saintly memory that when a Jew firmly resolves to do a good thing - even if
at that moment it seems overly ambitious - the Al-mighty opens up for him new
channels and opportunities to fulfil it.

If the above is true in all matters of Torah and Mitzvos - how much more

80 in the area of Torah-true Chinuch, where, however much is accomplgihed,

~ gtill more remains to be done. Particularly in the case of the outstanding
Yeshiva Tomchei Tmimim Lubavitch in Montreal, and considering its specific
character - as that of all Lubavitcher Yeshivoth - where the students are
imbued with a profound awareness that they have a Divinely given mission in
life to disseminate and strengthen Yiddishkeit everywhere, and actually do it
with the utmost selflessness.

I am, therefore, fully confident that the Governors and all friends of the
Yeshiva, whose support in the past has made everyone truly proud of the
Yeshiva 's exemplary achievements, will-in the spirit of the Leap Year-
increase still more their support, in order to make up also for that which
could have been achieved in a still larger measure in recent years - if the
Yeshiva had had the extra financial means to do so.

May G-d help - and assuredly He will help - each and all of you to do the
above with witl joy and gladness of heart, especially since the Dinner is taking
place in the month of Marbin b'simchah, when "joy should be on the
increase.' And may each and all of you, in the midst of all our people Israel,
see the fulfilment of the words of the Megilah, "for the Jews there was light,
joy, gladness, and honor' - in both the plain sense of these words as well as
in their inner meaning, namely, "Light - this is Torah," etec.

With esteem and blessing for happy tidings
and for a joyous Purim,

/Signed: Menachem Schneersn /
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MISCONCEPTIONS

A Poem written by Mrs. Chaya Korf

the Choson’s Grandmother

First appeared in Di Yiddeshe Heim of winter 5733 (no. 54)

This Poem, as the rest of DYH, was edited by the Rebbe

May we offer these lines as a tribute
untold

To a “class” we hold high in esteem
To the "shouted at” husbands who
their time must devote

Only for others - it seems.

It's to those who come from shul latest
On Shabbosim and such

To the bewailment of children and
spouse,

And the one who, should it happen,
Does comes but once on time,

[t's because he's brought dozens to join

him at the house.

He had Kvius at daybreak, and two
more at dusk,

One in Yiddish, the other in English -
the third might even be in Greek;
One with a chosid, the second a

doctor -

the third - might still be a freak.

Yet he goes forth undaunted - as in
stories of old,

Determination encoupled with charm.
He lives with his chitas, his sichah of
the Rebbe

And his Tefillin tucked under his arm.

His pennies are counted

With nothing to spare

Except for the loan to repay

But for an orach on Shabbos,

A student from “far” (and mashke);

For this he always has - so they say.

His clothes are most ancient,

His hat an antique

That has weathered many a storm
(usually from his wife, of course)
But his life's interest lies elsewhere;
This is of small concern -

There's chassidic living in the world to

oo
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(0 enforce! I ponder with a bit of a laugh CD
At what a “chosid” must think of his
“other half.”

Our attitude often makes him

He knows not of mealtimes,
Food's not his concern,

His wife's efforts he brushes aside.

Yet when there's “economical annoyed;
pressure” and life is so trying, Why shouldn't his ways by his wife be
enjoyed?

He feeds us stories of bitachon and
Was it not a condition of creation

To help him when needed

Whatever the necessity - to make sure

pride.

He has stories in the hundreds - of
when he was young -

young he succeeded!
And of chassidic “giants” he was

privileged to see; But hearken - chosid - you've got it all

They are his tools with his students, wrong

His way with his friends, With our chassidic husbands we stand

To all problems - his remedy. staunch and strong
Ishto Zu Baiso - His wife is his home - And we women have witnessed a many

[s a saying which begs interpretation, a bout

But how it means 770, with his body As to whose husband - was most

and soul devout!
[s beyond my means of explanation. In a world full of empty and superficial
And if the Rebbe Shlite should think values

he's the one We are quick to discern what is pure

For a special shlichus that has to be And although “discomforts” are many

to our womanly pleasures
done. . .. y P

. . . That which comes with effort-endures.
There is nothing more taier,

The world turns afire; You are the pride of our family

His body trembles and shakes Although we really must say

Lest he make some mistake - We seem to repel some of your

For this is his life and desire elevated quota.

And for him there is nothing higher. Deep in our hearts is our most fervent

6 wish - @
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Please, chosid, don't change - not even

one iota.

Take us along on your ladder
On which you climb to all heights

And teach us, with patience, your

g?ag 6\' "W’ 9"IN 11972 ,a"' @‘)%‘ ?

Although we were sadly unable to find a copy the Rebbe’s edits on
this Poem, Mrs. Korf remembers the Rebbe removing a line about

“Going to the house for visiting hours”.

9

ways,
For will we not bring up your children
To follow in your footsteps

And bring Moshiach speedily in our
days!
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