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By the Grace of G-d
Erev-Shabbos Parshas 8‘
Achrei Kedoshim, 5734
Brooklyn, N, Y,

To All Participants in the
Institute for Brides and Grooms
Oak Park, Michigan

Blessing and Greeting:

I was pleased to be informed about the resumption of
your annual series of lectures on the basic Jewish concepts
affecting brides and grooms. May G-d grant that the ses-
sions should be carried out with the utmost Hatzlocho and
effectiveness,

In accordance with the old Jewish custom to relate
current events to the weekly Sedra, we are now reading in
the Torah about the concept of holiness. Indeed, the
Sedra Kedoshim begins with the Divine command, "You shall
be holy, for I, G-d your G-d, am holy." This clearly
brings out the point of what is expected of Jews, namely,
to advance on the road of holiness to such an extent as to
attain such a high level of holiness which is almost like
G-d's Holiness. At the same time, these very words also
explain how it is possible for a human being to attain
such a high level of holiness. The answer is, "For I,
G-d your G-d, am holy." In other words, it is of G=-d's
Holiness that you partake, and what makes it possible is
that every Jew has a soul which is "actually a part of
G-dliness Above."

Such holiness is attained through the observance of
the holy Mitzvoth in general, as explained in the Tanya
(ch. 46)., But it is particularly connected with the
Mitzvo of Taharas Hamishpocho, the purity and holiness of
the Jewish family, as can also be deduced from the com-
mentaries of our Sages on the said verse,

While, no doubt, these concepts will surely be fully
discussed at your sessions, you will of course put the
proper emphasis on the actual observance of the Mitzvoth,
in accordance with the principle of our Sages that the
"essential thing is the deed."

With blessing for Hatzlocho
and good ti ng7 in all
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MESSAGE OF Ti= mpaviTcrEr Rassr/ (e To
JUNIGR GIRL GRADUATES ON VISITING HIM IN THE
céggam OF THEIR TEACHERS THE 24TH OF SIVAN

You are about to finish your studies for this semestef, and
no doubt already thinking about your future educatlon, for
which you have been prepared, and toward which you have been
promoted, thanks to your satisfactory work in the past,

Fducation is not an end in itself, just to acquire lknowledgo;

for the purpose of knowlaedge 1s to apply 1t in overy=-day lifce

%duiition is, thercforc, a proparation for 1ifo, to know how
o} VO.

" Your ocducation is a Torah-oducation, to preparc yourfor tho
truc Jowish 1lifo, in accordanco with tho way of 1lifc taught
hy the holy Toraﬁ and Mitzvoth, given to all Jcws by G-D.
That is why tho Torah i3 called "Toras Chayyim," thc Torah
of Lifc, that 1s, our guidc to good 1lifc,

The more Torah you will lecarn and tho morc carcfully you-will
' y,tu obscrvo its Mitzvoth, thc”knowlodgo you will gain for a bot-
ter cvory-day living, now and later on.

Your oducation so far has bocn a precparation for your fute
urc cducation, which must bo tho samo ldnd of Torah cduca-
tion, only on a higher lovol and morc intcnsive. I trust
that tho plans you arc making and tho deceision which you will
take for your futurc oducation, will be in tho sanc dircction
aswtill now, Then it will bo a full and conmplctc cducation,
th§ kind of oducation that truc Jewish daughtcrs shoud ro=
CClVQe

If Your determination to contihue your cducation along thoso
Jincs will be firm amd resoluto, as I hope it will, you may
be surc that G-D will holp you. For G.D, toco,wants you to
-0 this way, and when you mako your will tho sanc as G-D's
wlll, your succoss will bo assured. It all doponds on tho
strongth of your will, for tho Torah prorisos: "If you try
hard, you aro surg to succoad."

I wish you a healthy and happy summer, in which you will
huild up your strength and dotormination for the coming torm,
in ordor %o mako surc that you will succced in your lcar-
ning end in your daily conduct. This will onsuro you real
happiness both now, and ovon moro whon you will bulld your
qussg'houoshon.thc foundations of the Torah and Mitzvoth
with .. &5 Shumaiz,

To th? Troasrere:

Moy you B3y sirotg and continuo your good work in tcaching
Viddislkecit tc tuo daughtors of Isracls, May G-D grant you
continuod Nacnas from your- students, true Yiddish Nechas, in
an QVCr-growlilz mcasura, )
INAN O AN (NRNI) YPPAY menn po T mMp»onn MTROND "MPAD 10N
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This ye~r, 5726, iz a memorsble cne indeed in the amnals of Chassidim « for it marks

the 100th mr-m sines the passing of Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Lubaviteh, the

To mark this historic occasiem, the Pregsent Rebbe Shlita (who is a direct descendany
-
son after son- 5 gemerations from the Tzomech Tzedek - and whoe name is the same as

that of his illustrious foxcﬁomr) related at certain Chassidie gatherings this

year two very significant stories about the Tzemech Tzedek. Moreover, the Rebbe Shilita
V7% 4nd
showed how these stories have practical relevance to us is contemporary enviornment.

The Tzemesch Tzedek was orpahnod at an early age]md spent most of his childhﬂt ‘years

'&rtandor
Ry P
of the Lubavitch dynasty - Rabbi Semeur Zlmsn of Liadi (known as the W).

in the household and under the guidance of his most eminent. grandfather;

Some of the discourses and tal#:thet the Alte Rebbe fregquently gave were oﬂpar
all Chassidim o-oared to gome and listeh, However, there were times that the Al»flew
Rebbe would call inte his private room a few of his greatest followers, all of them
of giant intellectual and emofive capacity, and teach them a *Maamar”, a Chassidic
Rn 39 verns olh )
discourse of the greatest depth. On those occasions the Tzemech Tzedek Was not admite
ted to the room- which caused him much frustration - for he desperately wamted to her
every word of ‘*‘orah that fell from his hold Srmdfather's lips and even though he
knew that much of ‘)“113 Gran?fsther's words would be far beyond his comprehension, he

yet hoped that : “nld be th11- to grasp at least a few words that might have meaningp-

to him.

One day there occu;éd to him a plan. He would conceal himsey/f in the large empty
heating oven whose wall fronted with the wall of the Alte‘Rebbe's room and whose
opening was in the adjoining room.By pressing his ear to the thii/ oven wall, he migh
be able te hear a few words of his granifather's "Maamar®$ On the next occasion th i
:'pnvnﬂ-auw was scheduled, the Tzemech Tzedek orawled through the apedture of

the oven in the adjoining roon 4m-ihe-easlg.uomisg and,pushing hins far into theoven,

nu:n -‘"1)3’N pu: ’u)’ nn)‘nw - "D,’ﬂ ‘\)’\’)’7’?‘( ‘1)’7" “’:” ]ﬂnﬂ 3N Jﬂ:’\’) "ﬂlfD"
N3
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he pressed his ear to the wall and listened with bated ‘breath for the precious words

of his great Zeide,’ <he "Alte’bﬂzhbe“.
a -

Meanwnile the BS;asxm::l:[:};!;a.m’.tor wnose zask it was to htat up the ovens on thee days that 8

the wasther warrented, came to the canclusion that heating was required that day and

proceeded to stack‘ up the oven wnere the Tzemech Tzedek was lying with jife pieces of

wood. The young 3,:;’% and future Rebbe was B0 intent on liseming to the Maamar in

1he next rewem thati\‘he was complefely unaware of the wood being pushed into the oven. The

oven being duly stacked with firewood, the jenitor then set fire to the wood, but since

the Tzemech Tzedek's body was blocking the chimmey, the proper ventildion was not attain-

ed and instead of bursting into flames, the pile of firewood emitted a cloud of dense smoke

‘he jwnitor thereupon tried to push the' zass of smouldering firewood deeper into the

oven,only to find that there was something blocking its path. He withdrew the wood

piacé by piece from the oven and spied the small body of the Tzemech Tzedek lying in the

. oven - ove;;ccme by the fumes and smoke. He hastily pulled him out of the oven and with

some difficulty managed to revi’e him.

ﬁater, the young lad's grandmother, the Rebitzem of ‘he great “lﬁemR:b‘:e adronished
ner husband for mot lesting his own grandson satisfy his thirst for Torah resulting~
in the Tzemech Tzedeks resorting to such desperate means of hearing his Grand#athe;s
Maamar. The A1:d Rebbe replied that such was of necessity, fhe true path of Jewish

education = "M'Darf hob'n Mesiras Nefesh oif To_mll_z_" - one must have Mesigas Nefesh -

self. sacrifice-for leaming Torah.

The second story takes us to the time when the Tzemeoh Tzedek is at the very height

of bis /( [ ”T?.g}rsh as 3 Rebbe - a leader of the vast Chassidic congregation of

[Rhed

Rygsia to whom incessantly streamed a great concourse of Chassidim of every sort and

kind, both great and small, to seek advice and blessing on every kind of problem

imoginable - both spiritual and material.
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greatest Rabbis and leader of Russia, Poland, gnd Galicia turned ﬁ‘;alp tiwemr
///—\/ .

with th%most complex ;}E.w/ problems of fhe great body of Halachic responsa which together

form the sefer "Tzemech Tzedek", (the author being later referred to by the title of 8

his wor) bears immortal testimony to the dedicatiom of its asuthor to the scrutinizing

of the smallest minutae and finest ramifications of the complexities of Jewish law,.

'l‘hirdly as a great intercessor on behalf of the Jewish commmity of Bgs sia as a whole.
At a time whem Russina Jewry was beset by many cruel enemies both from within - by the
Haskala movement - and from without by the tyrannies of the Czarist rulers, the Tzemech
Tsedek st-od out as the foremost representative of Torah=true Jewry in Russia. {The
fascinating stories of how the Tzemech Tzedek time and acain risked his very 1ife by hk
vold demands and firm stand at various meetings called by the government to settle

YL
religious issues, are told a\l&th in "The Tzemech Tzedek and the Haskala Movement™

In addition to thé&d e 3 mainstreams of activity, it is self-understood that the Tremed
Tzedek had ce}a:fn fized times set aside daily for himself for sigdy and prayer. During
these vears, -hen, it is difficult to comprehend how the finite limited body of one man

could possiblga concentrate so much activity into a finite, limited 24 hour day.

¥ith -he above introduction, it is easier to mnderstand how stangely extraordinary is the
story tha the late Lubavitcher Rebbe of Blessed Memory told about the conduct of the
Tzemech Tzedek during these tumultous years. At this time, the Tzemech Tzedeks youngest
son, Shmuel (later tobe the famed Rebbe Maharash) was about 7 years old and studied in
cheder togethsr with other childeen his age. Every month the Tzemech Tzedek would ynﬁ
and personally "farher” exanine each of the children of that class including his son -

and give small money presents to those who acquitted themselves favorably in the examina-

tion.

The Rebbe Shlita, relating this seemingly insignificant fact of the Tzemech Tzedek’s conduct
pmceeded t0 question the Tzemech Tzedek's action on the basis of Jewish Lawg It is a
principle of Halachy that if one has & possibility at any time of doing one of two

possible mitzvohs md one of them can be performed by himself, whereas the other can

21
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be perfoméd by other peovle - them that person is duty-bound to fulfil that mitzva
that only he can do, and 0 leave the other Mitzva for others to pfg(ii)m. ‘Now there

. C
can be no doubt that during the time the Tzemech Tzedek was testing hi-e-—éenl(/in Cheder = -
a task which any number of lesser-qualified persons other than himself were quite capable

of doing -~ he could at *hat time have been writing a vital *Tahyva™ - Halachic resp-omsa

or a profound Maamar etc., all of whirh only he could do.

The only possible answerio this question, said the Rebbe Shlita, is‘_that the above Halachic
principle does not apply when the lesser mitzva is one comnected with the body of the
Jew, for example, putting on Tefilin. In this case, one cannot say, "let us leave this
Mitzvah for arother Jew to p2rform" - since it is a Mitzvah connected with his particular
body. Similarly, we must say that the question of taking care of his s_a“?:s and others'
education was of such vital importance to the Tzemech Tzedek that it becam%ntmtely bawmnd
up with his very essence, with his whole being, so much so, that it becmqna mitzvah
connected with his mmm body «

A shinging of Jen thread of deep moral teaching rums through both these stories. Jewish
mothers, in whose hands lie the educ~tion of roung childem, must be precared to sacrifice
time and self to make the Jewish education of thelir children a matter of personal concern,
not & mitzvah that can be performed by sasome else, but a matter vitally cammected with
the very heing of the parent. And we can be sure that when our children see and feel that

their mothers and fathers consider their Jewish education as their Mitzvah gnd are ready to

Ao

go through so much Mesiras Nefesh - self-sacrifice for it, then they too will be imbued

with the spirit of Mesiras Nefesh to want to leam more and even more Torah at all costs.

Through such an -approach an(iwith such feeling toward Chinuch - Jewish educ tion - #e will
with G-d's help raise up and bring to maturity the "Hosts of the IL=rd” with which we will

go forth to meet Moshiach.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO PURIM

THE STORY: Over tweniy-three hundred years
ago the Sews who lived in the 127 countries of the
Persian Empire under the rule of King Achash-
veirosh, were threatened with a decree of
annihilation through the efforts of Haman, the
evil Minister. Mordecha:, saintly leadergof the
Jewish people, together with his cousin Queen
Esther, inspired our people to rewrn to G-d
through fasting, prayer and Torah-sludy‘_ The
decree was annuiled, Haman and the enemies of
the jews were put to death, Mordecai was
appointed Minister, and the l4th day of the
Hebrew month.Adar was ordained as the festivai
of Purim to celeb the mi ! deli X

SOME OBSERVANCES: The day before Purim is a
day of public fast, called Ta'anis Esther, the
Fast of Esther. On the evening of that day the
festival itself begins. The Megilla or Scroll of
Esther is read. Every effort should be made w0
listen to the Megilla-reading and every word of it
must be heard. The next morning, on the day of
Purim, the Megiila is read a second time. In the
afternoon a festive meal is eaten, to celebrate the
miracle of Purim and to be inspired by it. (Some
well-known traditions of Purim include the cating
of three-cornered danishes cailed ‘‘Flarman-
taschen, ' making a loud noise at the mention of
Haman’s name during the Megilla-reading, and
the masquerading of young children.)

FOOD GIFTS & CHARITY: Of the most important
Purim observances is the sending of a gift of (at
least) two ready-to-be-caten foods to (at least)
one friend and giving donations to at least two
poor people — both on the day of Purim. One
reason for sending food-gifts (called Mishio'ach
Manas or ‘Shallach Manos’’) is that some Jews
at the time of Purim participated in the King's
banquet at which non-Kosher food was served.
This aroused G-d's anger and the decree followed.

A MESSAGE FROM THE
LUBAVITCHER REBBE
N'"OHY

THESE ADAPTED EXCERPTS OF THE REBBE'S MESSAGE DEAL WITH THE
PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PURIM OBSERVANCES OF MISHLO'ACH
MANGQOS (food gifts) AND MATTANOS LA'EVYONIM (charity) FOR THOSE IN PENAL
INSTITUTIONS:

‘... those of our Jewish brothers and sisiers who are internees in a jail or
prison are obligated, just like all of us, to observe the Mitzvos (observances)
of Purim if they possibly can. It may be possible for them to give charity on
Purim if they are provided with a few coins and a charity box in which to
place them; as for Mishlo’ach Manos (the Purim precept of giving food
gifts to one’s friends) the Jewish prisoners could be brought small food
packages which they could then exchange with each other.””

‘... A spirit of dejection often characterizes the mood of the prisoner — a
result of his being ‘locked out’ of normal day-to-day life. In a way his
situation is worse than that of the sick patient in the hospital, for the
latter is his own master (at least to the degree his physical strength permits)
but the prisoner is like ‘fettered in prison.” How vitally important it is,
therefore, to encourage him and to raise his spirits by showing him that he
can fulfill, in detail, the Mitzvos of Purim with the full intensity of observ-
ance. He can observe Mishlo’ach Manos and Mattanos La’Evyonim exactly
as they are observed by the greatest of our people, exactly as Mordechai

By sending Kosher food to each other we make \ and Esther fulfilled them in their times and exhorted others to do likewise."”
amends for our old ‘‘breach of contract’’ with
G-d. Giving charity to the poor (called Mattanos
La’Evyorum) and Mishio'ach Manos — both
Mirzvos (observances) emphasize and strengthen
the unity and oneness of our Jewish people.

‘‘. . . Bringing the Purim Mitzvos to the Jewish prisoner is a great act of
Ahavas Yisroel (brotherly love). It raises their spirits; it inspires them with the
hope that, :f they wiil resolve to eliminate the negative factors in their lives
that brought about their imprisonment, they will enjoy a good, long and
happy life. This epitomizes the essential idea of Mishlio’ach Manos and
Mattanos La’Evyonim, namely, the unity of ail our people, a unity which

A PRACTICAL POINT: [f one is in a place where there are no poor people, he can
fulfill his obligation of Mattanos La'Evyomm by placing a donation into a charity-
box. if he and a friend each have a package of two Kosher edible foods,

they can fulfill the Purim observance of Mishio'ach Manos simply by exchanging 1 will, in turn, actualize within the world the absclute unity, the oneness of
packages. Hashem Echad, the One G-d, with the coming of Mashiach (the Messiah)
speedily in our days . . . "
18 PURIM ... AND ASSIMILATION i . 119
S l - . i}
-1 Persia, in the days of Purim, was the mightiest empire in the world. It

boasted the most advanced civilization of the time. On the other hand, the
Jewish people at that time were in despair. The Holy Land and the Bais
Hamikdash (the Jerusalem sanctuary), lay in ruins. It seemed to some that
G-d had abandoned His people. There were even calculations, based on the
writings of the Prophets, that the exile should end, yet the promised libera-
tion had not come. This was one of the reasons why King Achashveirosh
made his pompous feast at which he desecrated the holy vessels of the
Jerusalem sanctuary which were in his possession. .

Under those circumstances, when the head of this mighty empire arranged
the royal feast, inviting to it representatives of all nations, including the
Jews, many could not resist the temptation. They were not deterred by the
fact that this banquet was to mark the beginning of a ‘‘new era’” of com-
plete assimilation; they were deluded by the beckoning slogan of “no
compulsion”’. Thus, Jews actually became a party to the profanation of the
holy vessels.
Symbolically, the prof; of the holy vessels of the Bais Hamikdash

marked the desecration of the Divine soul, the ‘‘sanctuary’’ of every Jewish
H man and woman. The purpose of this Divine spark is to illuminate the
environment with the light of the highest Divine ideals. Far from fulfilling
their soul’s mission upon this earth, those weak Jews encouraged “assimiia-
tion and darkness. By partaking of the ‘“‘“food” of Achashveirosh they
comtaminated both their bodies and souls.

Purim reminds us not to be carried away by the outer sparkle of alien
civilizations and cultures, to resist assimilation despite all its blandishments,
and to be strong in our observance of true Judsism — Torah and Mitzvos
— in a spirit of joy.

MERKOS L'INYONE! CHINUCH
Central Organization For Jewish Education

14000 W. 8 Mile Rd.
(313) 398-2611
Detroit Lubavitch

Qak Park, Mich. 48237
(313) 548-2668
Regioral Office
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