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By the Grace of G-d

4th of Iyar, 5745

Brooklyn, N. Y. &

Mr. Chaim Aviezer Zelig Wouk
303 Crest View Drive
Palm Springs, Ca. 92262

Greeting and Blessing:
This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday's date.

It seems that there has been some confusion about the issues involved in
the matter of establ:.sh:mg a ‘A_oim: commmal school in your city. I will attempt
to clarify the issues.

1) The problem has nothmg to do with personalities, or whether this or that
individual has the necessary credentials to teke a leading part in Chinuch. The
problem is the movement with which such person or persons are identified, and
which they represent.

2) This being so, one has to consider the situation most carefully, particu-
larly as it concerns Chinuch of our voung generation, children of school age,
during their most sensitive years, that will leave an impact on their whole life,
as it is written: hazn 715° KY (Ppr* D 02 1277 Y2 by ayih jnan .

Of course, there can be no question of compromise in the area of Chinuch,
and every precaution has to be taken to ensure that it be consistent with 'I‘orah
in every respect.

In view of the enormous responsibility, there is only one Jewish approach
to such vital questions namely, to be guided strictly by the Torah itself,
which is the Jew's true guide in life (Toras Chaim and Toras Emes). And we
have indeed a cledr ruling by the Rambam and other Poskim. The Halacha declares:
ATIT°53 7DIOA 7191 10 DAX fa°n 198X @I l’n 12 97INA 7ORD IDIRA
(n:2 n31wn _“%a) avina am1d 1%x neben 'mx ‘7: “12 ap Yyaw "7 X1
(see it there, also preceding and following hala

Needless to say, the Halacha absolutely precludes a ,i)‘é\.rmership with a move-
ment that comes under the above category. ?

3) Nor is it acceptable to rationalize that a concession in the beginning
mypayoffmthe long run. The Torsh has not been given to humans to be
traded in. Similarly no one has the right to sacrifice one Jewish child now,
in the hope of saving another child, or more, next year. Such and similar
?h;veculatmns are simply irrelevant in the face of the clear-cut Halacha cited

4) At the same time, the Torah is quite clear and definitive on the subject
of Teshuva - insofar as an individual Jew is concerned, namely,
.M7°3 132D N 8% .0270RR 7353 TRIYA a7 12 10K
This includes, of course, Jewish individuals who identify themselves with, or
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Mr. Chaim Aviezer Zelig Wouk -
belong to, the said movement. But so long as one has not renounced or rejected
o the

av'w and ideology of the movement, not to mention one who is a
prominent representative of it, there is no way for a partmership on any reli-
gious aspect, least of all Chinuch, however well meaning the intentions are.

1 5) Even if the Halacha permitted an exception in a special situation
(which it certainly does mot), it would have been impossible for Lubavitch
to make an exception, because it would not remain an exception long, but
rather a precedent that would become the rule in every place where Lubavitch
is engaged in Chinuch operations. Besides, it is neither the way of the Torah,
nor the way of Lubavitch to conceal a directive, or to interpret the Halacha
differently from city to city, depending on circumstances.

‘)Thu.s, any concession or compromise made in any area of Torah, is bound to
be widely interpreted as a aR 1212 , and extended into every other
area of the religious life, since commmal workers, as well as laymen, usually
consider themselves free to draw their own conclusions, without bothering to
investigate the special extenuating circumstances, or the Halachic grounds on
which the exception was c}e_, vt»Q A 14g

q i5 o - 4

This is mn&e@%  Bp B g 08 i‘D., 1 Teminded him of _
the well known Psak-Din by the leading Rabbonim and Rashei Yeshiva, one of
whom, by the way, is also HaRav Moshe Feinstein Shelita, who had for many
years prior to coming to the U.S.A. held the position of Rav in a Chasidic
commmity in Russia as a Chasidic Rav. When he came to New York, the members
of his commmity included Chasidim and Mitnagdim and a variety of other Jewish
groups. When it came to Minhagim, he has directed members of a particular
group to follow their particular customs. But when it came to a matter that
touched upon Kiddush HaShem, or the opposite, there could be no flexibility,
nor exception, especially in view of the fact that it would be widely inter-
preted, as mentioned above.

Much more could be said on the subject at hand, but I am certain there is
no need for it in discussing it with you. You can readily understand why my
hh:nds are“méd‘by the Halacha, precluding any other course than the one I

ve taken.

To conclude on a highly gratifying topic, I wish to take this opportunity
of again expressing my heartfelt appreciation of your consistent support to
Rabbi D. in his work in your city; and not merely as a "supporter" but as a
real partner. This is consistent with your participation in the work of
Lubavitch in other parts of the U.S.A. and in the Holy Land, as well as other

places - always readily responding to a call, whenever the opportunity pre-
sented itself. “

May HaShem grant that you should continue to go from strength to str
:!.n spreading and strengthening Torah-true Yiddishkeit, and Torsh-true Chinuch
in particular, and thus increase still further the great Zechus of what our
Sages of the Mishna extol so much, namely,
<132 *1%n ©°377 DIDT 0?37 0K A2°T A9T
And may you do so in consistently good health and with HaShem's blessings for

This is ene-meore the reason being that is a case “also” of own vy1*p

my hands are “11”
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prosperity in all your affairs, in keeping with the rule of Torah - which is
also a na-ni*ni , namely -  giipa 72Yyn S

With esteem and

'blessingM % g
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\Q%g Rosh Chodesh Shevat 5784 W

B"H

R’ Zalman Posner’s Journal Part 2

In Kislev 5708 (1947) Zalman Posner and Mendel Baumgarten, two
senior Talmidim learning in 770, were summoned to the yechidus
room with the Rebbe Rayatz. The Rebbe told them to prepare for a
special journey to Europe as his shluchim to visit the Jewish refugees

in Paris and other cities and DP camps in Europe.

Prior, in 1946, a large group of Lubavitcher Chassidim had
miraculously escaped the USSR. After traveling through various
countries and spending time in DP camps, many ended up in Paris
and the surrounding suburbs. Postwar Paris was full of Jewish
refugees and survivors trying to establish themselves and immigrate
to other countries. The JDC (“Joint”) and other organizations were

providing housing and bare necessities.

The Lubavitcher Chassidim were scattered among various
properties procured by the Joint. They were living in tight conditions
and dependent on handouts. Despite this, they immediately set
about establishing yeshivas, chadorim and Beis Rivka Schools.
Activists also took care of their fellow chassidim, helping with food
and clothes and finding jobs.

The mission of this special shlichus was to visit those Chassidim and
other refugees. Representing the Rebbe, they would encourage and
inspire, and help them and help them with their spiritual and

physical needs.

In Shevat of that year (January 1948) they set out from New York on
the RMS Queen Elizabeth. They brought along a large amount of
Seforim to distribute. They were based in Paris and traveled across

Europe for the duration of their six month visit.
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Rabbi Zalman Posner kept some notebooks where he would record

almost daily what they did, where they went and who they saw.

These notes were taken for future reference, and to use later for a
proper written report (Du”ch). The notes are original and have
important historical value, providing a vivid, candid, and intimate
first hand encounter with the great chassidim of the previous

generations.

This is the second installment of notes published. For the first
installment see Teshura Denebeim-Dean Kislev 5783. The complete

notes will be published, G-d willing, in the future.
Note About Editing -

The notes were written in shorthand and contain some terms and
slang which may not be still in use today. To preserve the original
flavor, no editing or corrections were made. Short footnotes were
provided for names and some translation or context

where necessary.
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Thursday 5/2 Paris gPM

This morning we went to visit Z. Schneerson’s place at Boissy. 25
kids - some ours. Place is well kept (mostly girls & a few young
boys), kids study pretty well & learn to eat well, too. Not much
financial worries. M. Lipskar took us there & showed us around.
Menachem Teichtel, D.M.F’s friend is there. Nice boy, beard...
»riom. MT Is beefing a lot about his troubles. Then to the 7712
01277 to go with Shmaria + Schneur HaRabonim to the Vaad
Harabonim of Paris (after a satisfying meal at Boissy). Spoke in
learning? a bit + then saw the Rabbis Rubinstein, Stern, Munk.
Short visit, may visit each privately again later on. Then to Henia.
She wasn’t in again so we left a message for her to call us. Down to

the Rebbetzin’s for supper + here we are. Fairly busy day.

Paris Sat Night 11:30 7/2

Mayer Charlov? came down yesterday morning. We gassed a while
+ went down to the Pletzel for haircuts + Mik. Saw a real nice fist
fight too. Mik was as filthy as usual. At the barber’s met a Romanian
who asked me to help him get to the States. [ gave him the mesivta
address. His US relatives will do nothing for him. Then spoke to a
Communist” from Poland - Russia who says he’s going back. I didn’t
jibe him about an American visa. He tried to get me to admit that

US has race hatred. Klu Klux Klan, etc. Funny but all Russians know

about KKK + figure white hooded hoodlums roam the streets of NY.

He was disappointed when I defended the US. But I'm learning to
keep my mouth shut and making the other guy call the shots. Out




%9 Ashie & Sara Denebeim W

to Sevres for naw. Zalman Hansberg’s wife was extremely ill after
the birth of the son. A Telegram to the *21 + called a professor from
town right away. The condition if not actually improved is 172 not
worse & people seem less worried. Shabbos at Peretz’s. After the
7Tyo we went to 91 (Berel's bro-in-law) next door and spoke in
learning for a few hours. Then to bed (cold). In the morning me and
Label challenged each other to go to the Mik (a well out in the
yard.) It’s closed as far as privacy is concerned but open to the
elements. Finally he went in + I buckled. No sense in catching
another bad cold just before we go out on the road. After Davening
- Kiddush - a 1nn - a girl was named , 0°2721 naw, us. AEP was there
and he gave us hell. Says as %7177y if we should go to the Yeshiva at
... for a few weeks + live as o»7n%n. Then we can give a real report.
We were contemplating some such move and may do it. It's too
soon yet to know. Benzi came in roaring drunk and things really
became lively. He danced solo on table + floor - very gracefully. AEP
had some and some smaller fry. It was a bit like the stories of old
Farbrengs but no puking 7”2. Gassed and chowed at Peretz’s and
then home. Lo and behold 3 (THREE) Trois, 17 /3 LETTERS!!!
Label, Kenky and Yoshua Wilansky. HUZZAH!!! Writing this and

now - goodnight.

8/2 Sunday Paris 5:30 PM

This morning with Yankel Lipskar to 20 Villiers. Place is getting

fixed up quite nicely. Met Hershel Klimovitcher’s now just in from
Poland. Saw the proofs of the o’ n%1p pictures. Needs some
touching up. No Strasbourg tonight. The baggage isn’t in yet.

Maybe tomorrow. I wanted to go to Bailly (The Misnagdishe
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Yeshiva outside Versailles). Mendel said no so we went to Etoile.
Saw the Arc de Triomphe. Needs some steamblasting. An
impressive structure. Unknown Soldier. Champs Elysées. A long
boulevard - Trees that must be beautiful in summer. Shops of all
sorts - Auto displays - US, French, etc. But - Watercolors and oils,
fair but no great shakes, women’s fashions that we don’t
understand anyway. Movies that have simple fronts or poor
imitations of US movie palaces, but are elegant inside, jewelry,
perfume, etc. Huge crowds gaping at all displays just like US
tourists. Met 2 at the Obelisk. St Louis. Tuileries are bare but
beautiful. Ponds where kids (and grownups) sail seated boats, kids
roller skate and ride goat carts, parks beautifully and exactly laid
out, outdoor toilets (a shield from the knee to the shoulders.
Indecent exposure in the States but everything goes in Paris),
French postcards some additionally sold by bums, Govt buildings
and museums, (all old and ancient looking decrepit wrecks but
probably attraction in an old world museum), crowds of sight-
seers, the green and majestic Seine, Eiffel in the background, french
US, British soldiers everywhere. It is rather presumptive of me to
write about people whose language I barely speak and with whom
I barely associate with and I practically don’t know but - here goes.
London and Englishmen seemed poorer, more fearful of the future,
dissatisfied with conditions than Frenchmen. Paris and London
both older looking than NY or Chi', same amount of wretched

buildings in both cities, poorer clothing, less heat, technical

development (lights, radios, large autos, etc) less in evidence than

US. Shops, (groceries for instance) are smaller and less well

stocked, (more outdoor markets and pushcarts than the East Side),

1. Chicago.




%9 Ashie & Sara Denebeim W

US smokes are luxuries, clothes more somber and made for use
than beauty and style (men’s that is). Englishmen (the few I saw)
seem more dis-satisfied with the Socialist gov’'t and in France one
sees a plethora of ...- papers of various parties - Communist,
Socialist, Democrats, De Gaullists, all of many various strains and
blends. One is more conscious of world political and economic
developments - currency, USSR and US relationship, trade,
Communism etc. than in the US. People are quite polite and
helpful, sometimes. Cheerful. I can’t think of many more erudite
observations on the state of the world so I'll let it slide. After our
tour of Paris we went to Rashi Shul for mincha and maariv. Met
Shoshani and apologized. Next time we’ll go down to Shul and meet
him there. There is a very large >3 ,071y, there. Beards, Payos,
Kapotas, Shtivel, Samette, Kapilyushen, etc. Lots of Hunkies. Had
a chat with a few who know Yosel Leifer. They're nice boys and one
was extremely interested in every detail about the x”v"%w *27. Mendel
was talking to a few others, no beards but obviously quite religious.
Met a Chaim Halberstahl, who knows Hirschel Liberman very well.
Rashi Shul is the nicest in Paris, they say. Packed full SRO on naw.
Very nice crowd today, too. Stern is Rabbi. I see by the papers that
our hockey team is having trouble being recognized at the
Olympics. Some interesting things in the paper. When the 5000F
notes were van), people had to turn ‘em in. Some peasants came
with - 46,000,000F and one with a package, “A kilo”, he said. One
guy changed $2,000 Thursday into 5,000 and on Friday the decree

was announced. We had two that we gave Avrohom Yankel. Didn’t

get ‘em back yet.
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Paris Monday 6:30Pm g/2

We got ‘em today. This morning I went right down to Batignolles
Douane about the stuff. After the waiting it was taken care of. It’s
to arrive 6-7 tonight. (It’s not in yet.) Had breakfast when I came
back - Hungry as a wolf. Later Henia and Motel Mitelman, Vitski’s
folks, came in. The kid is in the country. They want to get him back
soon. They work as a tailor - press. Make a bit of a living but want
Eretz. They told us a bit about their experiences. She was at a camp
in Poland and was sent to Bergen Belsen one morning. That
evening the Russians liberated the last of the camps. 5 more months
of hell>. He had a lot, too. They offered to help us get perfume if we
wish. Nice of them. May take ‘em up on that. Now we’re at the new
Lishka waiting for the baggage. We've checked out of Laffon

expecting to leave for Strasbourg. Hope we can go!

Strasbourg Tues 10/2 4:30pm

We sure did. After supper at the Rebbetzin’s as usual (she prepared
bread for the journey, about a ton. We took %2 and finished most of
it this morning like hogs). We returned to Laffon for the suitcase
and went to Gare De I'Est. Train left at 1:35pm tickets -2nd cl 1600F.
There was a Fr. university student from Strasbourg and we began a
potentially pleasant evening in Fr. Ger, and Eng. Then a bunch of
low-brows came in. One looked like a Paris Apache. His language

was more cognizable - Aigot I think it was. All of them played some

2. The British liberated Bergen Belsen on April 15th 1945. The Russins had already
liberated camps months before.
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stupid time-consuming game till late and then we dozed pitfully. 8
people to a 2 and 3rd cl. Compartment, 6 to a 1st cl. We decided
that on the way back we take sleepers, but I think we changed our
minds. After checking into Hotel Bristol at Strasbourg (376F a
room), we decided to travel by day instead and stay here. It'll be
cheaper and HL of a lot more comfortable. Our room has 2 beds
(like a double but really separate) and a cot, table, 2 chairs and an
easy chair,w wardrobe, 2 night tables, 2 sinks with lots of hot and
cold running water, pictures, 2 bay windows with drapes and
curtains - It’s heavenly! (There’s even a shoe shine stand in the
room, a little one, you shine your own.) If I weren't quite so visible,
I'd say Stbg is a lovely town. Broad streets, (clean ones, too) 2 nice
little rivers with many bridges, parks, quaint buildings,
picturesque, nice cathedral (or church or is this really
blasphemous?), a famous university whose name I don’t know yet,
as much German as Fr. spoken here (it’s Alsace -Lorraine), quite a
few bomb gutted buildings, ( I think i saw a castle, will have to
investigate), and horses and bicycles and everything old fashioned.
The trolleys are a picture in themselves - 2 or 3 little (16 passengers
seated) ones hooked together like a train. Natch - they have fore
raft outdoor platforms with people hanging on. Veddy quaint. (I
think I saw some guys in Wehrmacht uniforms, too.) We came here
with the intention of staying about 2 days and barely get back in
time for Berel’s wedding Thursday 7. Now I think we may have
to find something to do tomorrow. We've met Horowitz, Daitch,

Manbheit of Agudah and tonight 77x we’ll visit the Kaganek Shul?

3. The Shul of the Etz ‘Hayim community, known as “La Synagogue de la rue Kageneck”,
was established in 1892 and was located on 30 Rue Kaganeck until 1999. The Rabbi at the
time was Rabbi Rabbi Abraham Deutsch.
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and Hebre and Bloom Kinderheim. But one thing at a time. After
washing up well in lots of hot water, we changed, davened, ate
ravenously, and went down to Rabbi Horowitz. We spent a few
hours there (10-12:30), lunched, discussed USA, Lubavitch, p”3
X"0%w IR, Stbg, Tun especially about the possibility of Parochial
school. Spoke in learning a bit. We'll pick up the v»w the Batumer
Rov asked for, tomorrow 7°X. Then to rabbi Deutch. We waited a
while in an “anteroom”, very German looking, nice chairs and a sofa
in a circle, jewish pictures and bric-a-brac strewn around, just the
setting for an erudite discussion of Goethe, art and music. Then we
saw HRH himself. (I guess I just don’t love the guy.) He received us
very regally and said about the "27’s letter that - “Oh, this wasn’t for
me personally, what in least have I in a y»7n%% letter, pish, posh”.
Again Jun and a Parochial schools. He’s a Yek. Says Gelt holds up
everything. We made a tentative appt for this evening to visit
Bloom house. I wasn’t sorry when the “interview” was over. Very
self important chap. (I hate him, don’t I?) Then to Capitaine Robert
Monheit, ex-chaplain french Army, now the Agudah of Stbg.

Nice chap with a trimmed beard, religious, not too big a Lamdan,
I'm afraid. He also says that Gelt holds everything. Generally, Stbg
is ahead of paris as concerns religion. We also found out about 3
oM, two girls for BR Paris, maybe (we’ll have to arrange that) and
116 yr old boy maybe for Bailley. Now we’re going to go to nmmn, so

i’ll pause....
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Wed. 11/2 Stbg 10 AM

We went to Mincha and maariv. Deutsche shul* downstairs - 1st cl.
Yeckes. They pray real fancy. Upstairs - a Chassidishe Poilishe Shul.
Horowitz upstairs. Daitch downstairs. Lot’s of people eager to hear
about their relatives in US (if only we knew them). A dandy tho
small (25) Hebrew. Kids daven by heart, learn Gemorah, some are
16, 17 yr old. Very nice. Much better than paris. Then down to
Bloom’s Kinderheim. We finally lost our way there and made it.
Met morgenstern kid. He is like a man. Nice Kid - Papers for Chaim
Berlin, nothing for his kid sister. BJ should do it. Bloom, a Yek,
showed us around. 16 girls, 15 boys - 8 - 18. Nice Jewish atmosphere,
no Chinuch (formal). 3 chazonim. Had a nice long Shmues with
Morgenstern and one Shaye Watberg, a Polish via Russia kid. He
asked our address in Paris. | hope we can meet again. Home and to
bed. Bad news about the train. Nothing till 4pm. Arrive Paris
11:30pm. We'll probably take it and get a Hotel near Gare de I'Est.
Davened this morning at the Shul and met Herschel Kriger,

Bistritzky’s uncle. 7% 2yw>70on, old timer.

Friday 13/2 Morning Paris

Went to Horowitz again. Picked up 10 mnw’s for the ... ovmw and

spoke a while. Then home hotel to lunch - oranges, beer. We later

went down to the train and bought a few yankee magazines

davened on the way. We had a nice compartment that was soon

4. Rabbi Deutsch Shul on Rue Kageneck.
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filled. Some people stood a large part of the way. A non- mandy>
woman and a bunch of Frogs®. They were quite interested in the
copious words of wisdom flowing from my mouth, even tho they
couldn’t understand my very adept and fluid French. I couldn’t
follow them too well either, so I guess they didn’t speak too well.
We discussed Aid to Europe, Russia, rabbinate, DP Camps, Aigot,
personalities, etc. Too bad I didn’t study and remember my French
better. We came into Paris later and started searching for a Hotel.
Most were “complet””. We finally found one with a legendary frog
witch in charge. Rooms were 130 Francs) on the 5th floor and no
room to turn in). Back on the street to find the Hotel that Yankees
patronized. No luck. So we went to Hotel Francia a little way off.
640 f for both. Nice comfortable room with BATH. It was my 1st
since USA. I always washed out of a basin and it wasn’t too
comfortable. We got to bed about 2AM and woke up at nearly 10.
Then down to Villiers. We waited until BG came, davened, ate some
breakfast (eggs, bread, tea, oranges, apples). We stayed around all
day. We went to pay the express bill. The stuff was delivered already
and we started unpacking. The o1 n?3p and n2°w pictures were
ready so we sent some home. Wrote to the »31 and Shim and Jake®.
Read some letters from 159 - Germany papers will soon be ready,
Shim, Piaskowsky, F Riedel, ...Conferred with BG about the
Strasbourg kids. At night we checked with Kaminetzky about the
girls and Nisan and Yisroel Noah about the boys and they said

5. Slang for intelligent.
6. Slang for French.
7. Fully occupied.

8. R’ Yisroel Jacobson?
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pajaloosta®. Today I'll have to write to Stbg to send ‘em out. Went
to the Rebetzin for Supper (She wasn’t prepared but we didn’t leave
hungry). Then to the nnnn. At Deupot™ we met a batch of Yeshiva
boys and Anash. Came to Fortenay at 10:30. Still no wedding.
Gassed and gabbed. o1 at 1:30. Very simple. Outdoors, lot’s of
candles and a huge torch. Men upstairs, woman downstairs. Some
Heavy dancing. We taught ‘em the end of y7011%y. They like it. (we
do, too.) M Lipskar does a real fancy Kazatzka. AJL doesn’t do badly
himself. Me and Jakel took the jnn on our shoulders. They like that,
too. I'll bet they do it at all mnnn from now on. The mxn is in middle
of the meal. And no heckling in. He finishes as much as he can.
There was no booze (I had a few snorts) so things were very orderly.
Only BZS sat on the floor a while singing ‘1w an 717, He’s ... (but
cute. He’s like m7%x%mw in a lot of ways) The affair dragged on till
5:30, 6AM. I curled up on a few chairs but didn’t get much sleep in.
Davened early and ate at AJL. We'll probably be back for naw for the
m21a vaw. Most of the o*1n%n will be in town so there’s no excuse in

going to Brunoy. We have a few little things to do today.

Paris Saturday night 14/2

Went to Laffon for some papers and then to the Bureau. I was
waiting for B. No one around and no keys. Waited a long time and
then to Laffon to change and prepare for Shabbos and then to
Fortenay (all this must be boring, dear reader, it was very vexing to
us.) Fri night at the jnn, Shabbos Kiddush in Shul. Some boys got

9. “Please”, “Sure” - Russian.

10. Perhaps Le Dép6t another name for La Marais/Pletzl
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stewed and things were lively. We returned to Laffon for the night.
I always forget what I thought of during the day for Dear Diary. On
the way back from Stbg. we saw some nice scenery. Alsace is quite
flat with farms and woods and fields. Later on there were rolling
hills, even some low mountains. Towns are frequent with German
(Alsatian) names than later are French. Houses come built right up
to the tracks. Even some farmyards. People are dressed in rough,
strong, simple clothes. Peasants. There’s lot’s of ponds, streams.
Swamps, etc. Green, probably because of the mild winter. Passed
some orchards. Bare, orderly. Forests. I think we’ll travel more
often by day than night. About Paris - quite often grown men go
around in shorts. Kids with heavy ankletop, hobnailed shoes that
really are heard. On the metro tonight, a girl stood near me and
quiet conspicuously opened a Palestinian passport. It was just at
my station, else it would have been interesting to chat. Heard some
broad Yankee spoken on the metro, too. We're contemplating
Belgium this week, maybe tomorrow. The architecture of country
houses is a lot different from ours. Houses are rather squat, tile
roofed, angled, shutters (everywhere in Fr.), little intensely
gardened yards, rather punitive looking. (I may have written this
once -) Sometimes one gets depressed instead of exhilarated,
repelled instead of inspired by the state of “modernization” one
quite often sees. They seem to be in a sort of midpoint. Electricity,
but poor lighting, autos but antediluvian as compared to US to state
a few instances. It’s too far from “roughing it”, like I guess Russia

would be really backward in a more literal sense, to be quaint and

interesting with the charm, if any, of one hundred years ago. It’s

also not quite far enough to be called up to date with the less

picturesque and nostalgic primeval qualities of yesterday, but




%9 Ashie & Sara Denebeim W

efficient and modern conveniences of today. Of course Paris itself
is not quite that bad. Remember too, that this impression, .., was
felt from a speeding car, and is based on glimpses of people, homes,
towns. Genially I'm becoming quite used to Europe. Lovely place,
bah! But seriously, I don’t mind it at all. Borders, papers, language

are difficulties that I'll rather dispense with.

Brussels Antwerp Train Tues 17/2 1:30pm

Sunday we spent most of the day at Rue V. Nothing much
happened. Yankel Gurkov went down with us to the Pletzl. He has
a few kids who may start Yeshiva. But no place to go. He needs a
lot of encouragement for work. In the street we met Pearl again. He
looks a lot more composed but still stutters terribly. Probably
chronic. 2 friends. One knows Binyamin and was in jail with
Simcha. Name is Kapke (Yossel the Litvak). Sends regards to . In
about we met a new chabadnik just in from Germany. Also one
Rubin-Halberstam. Bro is a Rebbi in N.Y. Young. Fairly trim. Papers
for Leibovitz. Very interested in US in all details. Healthy respect
for Chabad in Russia/ Cynical a bit, too. We're building up an
acquaintanceship in Europe, I fear. Everyone is thrilled that we're
Americans with beards. Met one Reich - an old man who knows
Ramash very well. Old and sugar sickness, bad eyes, asked to be
mentioned to the boss. At supper we told Rochele her kuklie" is

coming and she really went wild in her own “old woman” way.

When Ramash and rashag left he said to them (of her own accord)

“You are the Rebbi’s Aidim’s and you're going to the Rebbi. My

11. doll - yiddish
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father is in Russia. Ask the Rebbi to give him a brocho to come here
soon”. Perspicacious for a 5 %2 year old. Slept at Francia. Elegance.
Morning to get tickets to Antwarp and Am. Embassy about
currency regulations. Nice to hear yankee again. Then to Villiers.
Cold as HL out there. (I have another cold. Bothersome on the road.
Changed at Laffon, packed Supper, Francia. 7:00 this AM wrapped
and prayed, ate. Train at 9:40. Pleasant trip. Read a bit. Green
scenery as usual. A few factory towns too for a change. Cursory
inspection, polite questions, that’s all. Changed at Brussels. Trains

shaking.

Antwerp Wed 18/2 morning

A San Fanciscian came abroad and we would have had some
pleasant conversation but Antwerp wasn'’t far off. It’s a very nice
town. English is widely spoken,, not like in France. Flemish (a bit
like ... German) and French. Taxis are 48 Chevys. Wonders of
Wonders. A bit cold there last few days. Saw beards in the street.
Later on we met quite a few. Even on bicycles. We went to Yudel
Chitrik of course. He’s a friendly guy, reminds me a lot of Paw.
?7mrnn and cool blooded. Mrs. C is where Hirschel got his ... and
size. Aarele is a lively gyr old. At night we went to Moriah Shul.
Hungarians, Belzer, Belgians. All friendly and surprised as usual.
Met Benny Orlinsky - a Belgian who lost a wife and 2 daughters,
diamond man, speaks yiddish, Flemish, French, English, etc.
offered to show us the diamond Bourse. Sherzich of Paris. Pesachia

Shickzer”, cousin of the Shors in NY. This morning met Berel Shnay

12. Pesachya Schikler?
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- Samarkand, knows Naftali Halberstam. Shul is nicely furnished
with a few nice Sforim and quite a few o°%%onn. Had supper at C. Sat
around and gassed about Russia, the Paris Pictures, etc. and then
to the Hotel. Had a room, not too good but adequate. M had a nice
room but cold. It’s pretty frigid out here these few days. This
morning to Moriah Shul. Davened maza at 9:00AM. Met a few more
.... Breakfast and down to the Hungarian - (Popow) Yeshiva. Frum
and Hunky. About 60 boys all with the old 11s. They heard a myw
on 0»n X today. Grinwald is the boss. They have a little branch of
15 boys (a few kids and some 77v) in the Belzer Shtibel. After lunch
to visit the Rabonim. Rothenberg and Landau. Bothe Polish.
Friendly in a correct, polite, but not cold manner. Spent a while
discussing USA, Rebbes, etc. Now we’re going down to Oosten
Shul3. While the day hasn’t been especially fruitful, it can’t be

called wasted, either. Tomorrow 77X 77107 >710°.

Thur. Ant. 19/2 5:30P

Came to Shul and met a guy who saw the *17 in Berlin in 1940.
Another in Wien. Forgot the names.Met Sussholtz, the bro-in law
of Weinsteins. Went to his house to see his wife. Mrs Weinstein
wasn't in. It’s a great pity to see families split up. (that was a
bromidic statement, but seeing the victim of the misfortune sobers
one.) They were a comparatively very lucky family, only the father

was lost 1%y X%, “Only” is a terrible word to use, but they are

thankful that the family, broken + separated, are 7171 alive and well

13. Eisenman Shul located on 29 Oostenstraat

14. Was learning in 770.. “‘-:
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(Berel is a bit ill + frail). There’s a distinct difference if you see
people here or refugees in NY. There were some light snow flurries
last night and many more today, incongruously mixed with
beautiful blue skies and sun, Came home late last night and
thought we were locked out. Another door is used at night it seems.
To Moriah Shul this morning and gave one Frankel a . Quite 5o *3
a few people are interested in n”x7 here. (I forget to mention -
Silverberg, DML'’s friend. He’s getting married Sunday 7”°x. To
7mnn 7o this morning. Very admirable institution. 600 boys + girls
in BJ. o*m%n with beards, kids with nix°s. Arranged for sending o0 po
from Germany and Paris. Then to Rothenberg. He wants money
from us. Disappointed him. Poor guy. They don’t like Yankees.
Silver promised them money and gave nothing, at all. Afternoon to
Kappelen to the Yeshiva?”. The *»1 learned with 9%x12” " in Lita>°.
The Yeshiva is in a small town. Nice building and beautiful grounds.
Payos, beard, too. Antwerp is a very Yiddish town 717y *72 even now,
it’s a pleasure to see so many Yiddishe people of all types. A pity
more of our people couldn’t come here. They have a kosher
margarine that everyone uses and today a n%Xw arose and people
are Koshering their o°%2. It’s not definite yet, and the ... taking over.
We passed an Army barracks - some soldiers were “maneuvering”!

Very cute and war like. Antwerp is much more likable than Paris.

15. The nom »3 777 Mxn of the was published as 31 0P to be sent to Europe. It was later
published in n"wn o™ mxnn 700,

16. R Dovid Moshe Lieberman.

17. The Belgium Yeshiva ‘Etz Chaim’ originally established in the village Heide, was
reestablished postwar in Kapellen, near Antwerp. Later it moved to Wilrijk.

18. R’ Yitzchok Dov Kopelman was teaching in the Etz Chaim Yeshiva. He later founded
his own yeshiva in Luzerne, Switzerland.

19. R’ Yisroel Zev Gustman was then Rosh Yeshiva of 770.
20. They learned together in Grodno under R’ Shimon Shkop.
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English and German go, more Jewish Jews, nice shuls, lots of US
products, hand lit gas lights in the street, garbled trestles, lots of
nice buildings. Everywhere boots, upholstered trolleys, busy river
(Schesle) port, Flemish (a rather guttural tongue, I understand a

few words through association),

men P"wvy Antwerp

Last night to Mrs. Weinstein. She was glad to hear good news of
her kids. She’s getting a visa in a few days 77°x. This morning *7y0’>
came in for Tyn or nn. To the local Mik, It’s a very beautiful place.
Clean, booths, showers, tubs, a large clean Mik and a smaller Hot
one. The props** was in travel during the war and has a few
interesting o°0”1. Our work (if you want to call formal calls work) in
Antwerp is done and we can get ready to hit the road. Mrs. C. wants
us to visit the US Consul to find out why Rabbi C’s papers didn’t

come there. He’s having a bit of trouble getting a visa.

(I really finished the book after all.)

21. R’ Saadya Liberow.

22, proprietor?




