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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTIRMWY 21101 1mn
Lubavitch - RBRMRING ()
770 Eastern Parkway —_—

Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213
493-9250 YNPIRE [IPBEN 770
RIS IR ALY

By the Grace of G-d
4th of Iyar, 5745
Brooklyn, N. Y. -

Mr. Chaim Aviezer Zelig Wouk
303 Crest View Drive
Palm Springs, Ca. 92262

Greeting and Blessing:
This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday's date.

It seems that there has been some confusion about the issues involved in
the matter of establ:.sh:mg a ‘A_oim: commmal school in your city. I will attempt
to clarify the issues.

1) The problem has nothing to do with personalities, or whether this or that
individual has the necessary credentials to teke a leading part in Chinuch. The
problem is the movement with which such person or persons are identified, and
which they represent.

2) This being so, one has to consider the situation most carefully, particu-
larly as it concerns Chinuch of our voung generation, children of school age,
during their most sensitive years, that will leave an impact on their whole life,
as it is written:  hanp 130° KY (PprY 5 0a 1377 Y2 hyoayabojnan .

Of course, there can be no question of compromise in the area of Chinuch,
and every precaution has to be taken to ensure that it be consistent with 'I‘orah
in every respect.

In view of the enormous responsibility, there is only one Jewish approach
to such vital questions namely, to be guided strictly by the Torah itself,
which is the Jew's true guide in life (Toras Chaim and Toras Emes). And we
have indeed a cledr ruling by the Rambam and other Poskim. The Halacha declares:
nnvn.. 79157 121 1> AR A3°h 19X ‘@2 l’n 12 97N 7ORD IDIRA
(n: 1pn _“%n) n91na 9015 1YK neYwn_ xR ‘73 “12 ap Yyaw "7 X1
(see it there, also preceding and following halacho

Needless to say, the Halacha absolutely precludes a ,i)grmership with a move-
ment that comes under the above category. ?

3) Nor is it acceptable to rationalize that a concession in the beginning
uaypayoffmtbe long run. The Torzh has not been given to humans to be
traded in. Similarly no one has the right to sacrifice one Jewish child now,
in the hope of saving another child, or more, next year. Such and similar
?meculatmns are simply irrelevant in the face of the clear-cut Halacha cited

4) At the same time, the Torah is quite clear and definitive on the subject
of Teshuva - insofar as an individual Jew is concerned, namely,
.M7°3 132D N 8% .0270RR 7353 TRIYA a7 12 10K
This includes, of course, Jewish individuals who identify themselves with, or
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Mr. Chaim Aviezer Zelig Wouk -
belong to, the said movement. But so long as one has not renounced or rejected
o the

av'w and ideology of the movement, not to mention one who is a
prominent representative of it, there is no way for a partmership on any reli-
gious aspect, least of all Chinuch, however well meaning the intentions are.

1 5) Even if the Halacha permitted an exception in a special situation
(which it certainly does mot), it would have been impossible for Lubavitch
to make an exception, because it would not remain an exception long, but
rather a precedent that would become the rule in every place where Lubavitch
is engaged in Chinuch operations. Besides, it is neither the way of the Torah,
nor the way of Lubavitch to conceal a directive, or to interpret the Halacha
differently from city to city, depending on circumstances.

‘)Thu.s, any concession or compromise made in any area of Torah, is bound to
be widely interpreted as a aR 1212 , and extended into every other
area of the religious life, since commmal workers, as well as laymen, usually
consider themselves free to draw their own conclusions, without bothering to
investigate the special extenuating circumstances, or the Halachic grounds on
which the exception was c}e_, vt»Q A 14g

¢ is $0 ¢ A5

This is mn&e@%  Bp B g 08 i‘D., 1 Teminded him of _
the well known Psak-Din by the leading Rabbonim and Rashei Yeshiva, one of
whom, by the way, is also HaRav Moshe Feinstein Shelita, who had for many
years prior to coming to the U.S.A. held the position of Rav in a Chasidic
commmity in Russia as a Chasidic Rav. When he came to New York, the members
of his commmity included Chasidim and Mitnagdim and a variety of other Jewish
groups. When it came to Minhagim, he has directed members of a particular
group to follow their particular customs. But when it came to a matter that
touched upon Kiddush HaShem, or the opposite, there could be no flexibility,
nor exception, especially in view of the fact that it would be widely inter-
preted, as mentioned above.

Much more could be said on the subject at hand, but I am certain there is
no need for it in discussing it with you. You can readily understand why my
hh:nds are“méd‘by the Halacha, precluding any other course than the one I

ve taken.

To conclude on a highly gratifying topic, I wish to take this opportunity
of again expressing my heartfelt appreciation of your consistent support to
Rabbi D. in his work in your city; and not merely as a "supporter" but as a
real partner. This is consistent with your participation in the work of
Lubavitch in other parts of the U.S.A. and in the Holy Land, as well as other

places - always readily responding to a call, whenever the opportunity pre-
sented itself. “

May HaShem grant that you should continue to go from strength to str
:!.n spreading and strengthening Torah-true Yiddishkeit, and Torsh-true Chinuch
in particular, and thus increase still further the great Zechus of what our
Sages of the Mishna extol so much, namely,
<132 *1%n ©°377 DIDT 0?37 0K A2°T A9T
And may you do so in consistently good health and with HaShem's blessings for

This isone-mordghereasorbeingu i bu j t b adibk fi Yyloani

—

my hands arg?A
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prosperity in all your affairs, in keeping with the rule of Torah - which is
also a na-ni*ni , namely -  giipa 72Yyn S

With esteem and

'blessingM % g
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