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Deoar Children:

The Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch — an institution
enfirely devoted to your benefit — is presenting
you with this pocket calendar — The Young
Scholar's Pocket Calendar, 5703, which will sure-
ly become a favorite with you.

Make this Calendar your consiant companion
and take full advantage of the knowledge and
wisdom It contains, This Calendar should not
merely toll you the date of the month, but, what
is more importent, the significance of each day.
Time is o very great treasure. A minute losi or
wasted can never be restored. Time can be very
valuable, but It can alsc be absolutely valueloss—
all depending upon how you use it. Therefore,
you must not let your iime pass by without mak-
Ing full use of it, giving 1t the fullest measure of
meaning and worth-—Jewish meaning and worth.

The Calendar should remind you constantly
that you are children of the Jewish people—
the nation to whom G-d gave the holy Torah on
Mount Sinal. making Israel unique and eternal



just as the Torah and G-d are uniqua and eternal.
Only through keeping the Torah and its com-

mandments, can the Jewish people enjoy G-d's
special protection and care.

The Calendar should remind you that in you,
dear children, lies the hope of the whole Jewish
people. You, the children of today, are the
grown-ups of tomorrow. Soon you will become
full-fledged members of our people, with all the
privileges as well as the responsibilities that this
bestows upon you as children of G-d, as it is
written: “Ye are children unto the Lord your
G-d.” {Deut. 14:1}

Looking into the Calendar daily you should
ask yourselves the question: “What can I do
today to prepare myself for, and do fustice tfo,
my duties and responsibilities?”

Wishing you success and a happy and pros-
perous New Year, and with the blessing of

ABRDM ENan oo nawd
MERKOS L'INYONEI CHINUCH
- Mendel Schneerson,

Chairman. Executive Committee
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FROM DAY TO DAY - YOUNG SCHOLAR’S POCKET ENCYCLOPEDIA 5704

TR *1°Ip?2 12O

MERKOS LINYONEI CHINUCH
770 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

VHYIRIVIID RTOYSE MUOTR DYDY O MVRYY nnn
RN 7Y 0T
My Dear Young Friend:

The enthusiastic reception enjoyed by last
year’s Pockel Dlary has prompted us to publish a
similar “encyclopedic dlary” for this year, too.

This volume is written as ¢ continuation of last
year’s. It is Intended to serve you as a pocket
encyclopedia of Jewish learning and scholarship,
arranged in the form of daily lessons and quota-
tions. A “pearl” of Jewish wisdom and scholarship
for each day of the year Is the motive.

Of last year's volume we have retained onmly
the form and certaln essentlal calendar-informa-
fion. In this volume. in addition to supplement.
ing the table of “Some Outstanding Evenis,” we
have added two Imporiant fectures: a2) an article
entitled “TORAH and MASSORAH.” showing how
our sacred heritage has been handed down to us
from generation to generatlon, since the Divine
Revelation on Mt. Sinai to the present day. and
b) an INDEX OF AUTHORS AND BOOXS quoted
in both this year'’s and last year’s volumes.

Grateful appreciation is herewith extended In
the name of the Merkos LInyonel Chinuch, to
Dr. Nissan Mindel for his English redaction of
these veolumes, and for compiling the sald Index.

L] - *

Following the precedent of last year'’s volume,
where In my Introductory talk I touched upon
the priceless value of Time, I will again take
advantage of this space to point out to you an-
other outstanding feature of the Jewish outlook
on life, brought out by the significant arrange-
ment of the Jewish week.



Our weeck begins with a working day, whilst
the day of rest—the holy Shabbos—comes only
after the six working days of the week.

This indicates that the purpose of Man on this
earth i3 not fo spend his time indolently, in holi-
days and festivals, but to WORK for his spiritual.
no less than for his maierial welfare, as well as
for that of his community. Thus it Is wrltten In
the Torah, immediately following the creation of
the first man: “And the Lord G-d took Adam. and
put him into the garden of Eden to work it and
guard it (Bereshls 2:15). It was G-d's will that
man should develop within him those Divine gifis
—his Divine soul and splritual qualities—in order
that he may become a pariner in bringing out
the blessings of the world he lives In.

It is for this purpose that G-d gave us the Torah
(a word derived from the Hebrew word meaning
"to teach’) to teach us the form of ‘work’ and the
manner of ‘gquarding’ to be done, in order that we
fulfill our task and bring true happiness to our-
selves and to the world around us.

And let no one say. What can ! do to help In
this lofiy task? For this world is a great royal
palace, the palace of G-d, King of the Universe.
orected out of numerous component parts, big and
small. Even the smallest particle of the great
edifice would leave a gap i it were missing.
Each one of us MUST, therefore. do his share.

Moreover, our Sages sald: “"They are alike who
achieve more or less. so long as they do it with
irue devotion to G-d”. (Mishnah, end of Meno-
choth), Whatever one can do. blg things or small,
he should do it with all his heart, and with due
recognition that he is fulfilling the Divine purpose
which alone justifies his existence.

We trust that you will do your ghare with ali
your hear!, and we wish you success.

ONTNT ANon N1 nw?

Mende! Schneerson,
Chairman, Executive Committee
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THE SUMMER* OF 5705 (1945) marked a three-fold jubilee in the
life and work of my venerable father-in-law, Rabbi Joseph Isaac

Schneersohn, the Lubavitcher Rabbi x"obw:

a) the completion of fifty years of public service as a leader in

Israel,

b) the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of his leadership as the Head of
the Chabad movement, being the eighth in the line of succession
to Rabbi Israel Baal-Shem-Tov, founder of Chasidism, and

c) the Eighteenth Anniversary of his release from prison in Soviet
Russia, where he was imprisoned as a result of his relentless
championship of Torah and Judaism.

In connection with this memorable jubilee, the Editorial Board of
“Otzar Hachassidim™ undertook to publish a series of commemora-
tive publications from the harvest of the Lubavitcher Rabbi’s x"wbe
pen. These include a series of dissertations in Hebrew and Yiddish,
collections of pastoral letters and messages, public addresses and talks
(Sichot), and, last but not least, memoirs, published with the author-
ization of the Lubavitcher Rabbi x"obw.

The “Memoirs” reveal an important phase in Jewish history in
recent centuries, and, particularly, in the history of Chassidism. They
portray a gallery of Jews who paved the way for the founders of the
movement, and who, as Nistarim (scholars and mystics in disguise),
prepared the ground for the movement to take root and flourish.

The material on which the “Memoirs” are based represents an
accumulation of memoranda preserved in the family archives or in
the oral tradition of the Lubavitcher Rabbis since the time of Rabbi
Schneur Zalman of Liady, founder of Chabad Chassidism.

*Tammuz 12-13
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The present volume of the LUBAVITCHER RABBI'S MEMOIRS repre-
sents a part of his notes which he wrote in Hebrew since his arrival
in the U.S.A. 1n 1940. The Memours (Zichronoth) were first published
in Yiddish n serial form in the Jewish Morning Journal of New York
from October 7, 1940 to February 23, 1942, and subsequenty, for
the most part, in book form in 1947.The first part of these Memoirs
is now published in the present volume in a free and concise English
rendition.

For the benefit of the reader I have added The Line of Chabad-
Chasidic Tradition, Biographical Data and the list of Published Works
by the Lubavitcher Rabbi xobw.

Gratefu]l acknowledgment is herewith tendered to Dr. Nissan
Mindel, author and scholar, for the English rendition and glossary
which he has executed with great ability and devouon.

Or1ZAR HACHASSIDIM
MENDEL SCHNEERSON
Chairman, Board of Editors
Kislev 10, 5709, Brooklyn, N.Y.
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PREFACE
by the Lubavitcher Rebbe x*vv

Chassidus in general, and Chabad Chassidus in particular, is an all-
embracing world outlook and way of life which sees the Jew’s central
purpose as the unifying link between the Creator and Creation.! The
Jew is a creature of “heaven” and of “‘earth,” of a heavenly Divine soul,
which is truly a part of G-dliness,? clothed in an earthly vessel con~
stituted of a physical body and animal soul, whose purpose is to
realise the transcendency and unity of his nature, and of the world in
which he lives, within the absolute Unity of Gd.

The realisation of this purpose entails a two-way correlation: one
in the direction from above downward to earth; the other, from the
earth upward. In fulfillment of the first, man draws holiness from the
Divinely-given Torah and commandments, to permeate therewith
every phase of his daily life and his environment—his “share” in this
world;? in fulfillment of the second, man draws upon all the resources
at his disposal, both created and man-made, as vehicles for his personal
ascendancy and, with him, that of the surrounding world. One of
these basic resources is the vehicle of human language and com-
munication.

As the Alter Rebbe, author of the Tanya, pointed out in one of his
other works,? any of the “seventy tongues” when used as an in~
strument to disseminate the Torah and Mitzvoth, is itself “‘elevated”
thereby from its earthly domain into the sphere of holiness, while at
the same time serving as 2 vehicle to draw the Torah and Mitzvoth,
from above downward, to those who read and understand this
language.

* * *

In the spirit of the above-mentioned remarks, the volume presented
hete—the first English translation of the Tanya (Part I) since its first
appearance 163 years ago—is an event of considerable importance. It
brings this basic work of Chabad philosophy and way of life to a
wider range of Jews, to whom the original work presents a language
problem or even 2 barrier. It is thus a further contribution to the
“dissemination of the fountains” of Chassidus which were unlocked
by Rabbi Isracl Ba’al Shem Tov, who envisaged Chassidus as a stream
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of “living waters,” growing deeper and wider, until it should reach
every segment of the Jewish people and bring new inspiration and
vitality into their daily lives.

The translation of such a work as the Tanya presents a formidable
task. As a matter of fact, several unsuccessful attempts had been made
at various times in the past to translate the Tanya into one or another
of the European languages.® It is therefore to the lasting credit of
Dr. Nissan Mindel that this task has been accomplished.

Needless to say, translations are, at best, inadequate substitutes for the
original. It is confidently hoped, however, that the present translation,
provided as it is with an Introduction, Glossary, Notes and Indexes,
will prove a very valuable aid to students of Chassidus in general,
and of Chabad in particular.

MENACHEM SCHNEERSON
Lag B'Omer, 5722

Notes to Preface

[1] See also Tanya, chaps. 36-37.
[2] Ibid., beg. chap. 2.
[3] Ibid., chap. 37.

appears in The Way of the Faithful, by
Raphael Ben Zion (Los Angeles, 1945),
which leaves much to be desired. A new

[4] Torah Or, Mishpatim, beg. “Vayyiru
. .. kK’ma‘asei livnas hasapir.”

[s] A translation of all the parts of the
Tatya into Yiddish, by the late Rabbi
Uriel Zimmer M"Y was published by
Otzar Hachassidim Lubavitch and Kehot
Publication Society in 1958. An English
translation of the second part of the Tanya

and revised English translation of i,
together with the other parts of the Tanya
is in preparation by the Kehot Publication
Society.*

* Subsequently, the English translations
of all five parts of Tanya have already been
published by the Kehot Publication
Society.
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Rabbi Shneur Zalman Of Liadi - A Biography

FOREWORD

T he moral person must strive to bring his personal life and

daily conduct in full harmony with his convictions; to

live up to the standards of morality and ethics which he
would like others also to adhere to. This is particularly true of the
Jewish religious person, since the Jewish religion is a way of
everyday life, and considers the deed—the actual conduct in the
daily life—as the essential thing and the ultimate purpose of
knowledge. The Chasidic philosophy goes a step further. While
considering the deed essential, it demands that the deed be per-
meated with vitality and inwardness. Insisting that there can be
no substitute for the actual fulfillment of duty, Chasidus insists at
the same time that such action be animated; that the act have a
“soul.” It is only on this level that a person can achieve true
harmony in every aspect of his daily life, physical, emotional and
intellectual; harmony of all his “components”—his Divine soul,
animal soul and physical body, as well as harmony with the world
in which he lives.

As one studies the biography of the Alter Rebbe, the expo-
nent of the Chasidic teachings of the Baal Shem Tov and the
founder of the Chabad school of Chasidus, one cannot but mar-
vel at the complete accord between his personal life and his phi-
losophy and teachings. Indeed, he was the living embodiment of
all that he taught, and more. It is for this reason also that we find
him to be a person of many accomplishments, down to small
detail. He strove to develop himself in every way. From his very
early youth he was known to recite his daily prayers with the
kavanot of the saintly SheLoH (Rabbi Isaiah Hurwitz), based on
the Kabbala of the Ari HaKadosh (Rabbi Yitzchok Luria), and all

his daily activities were deeply probed and carefully measured.



Making Ahavat Yisrael—in its immediate application in actual prac-
tice—a cornerstone of his ethical system, he misses no opportu-
nity of applying it in his own life. Thus, no sooner does he come
in possession of a sum of money (quite substantial in those days),
than he dedicates all of it, in accordance with a prior stipulation,
as a fund for constructive economic help to needy families. He
was the Baal Kore’, reading the Torah in his congregation, with
particular attention to pronunciation and grammatical rules; he
was also the Baal Toke’a, sounding the shofar on Rosh Hashanah.
In composing his Shulchan Aruch, he personally checked and
counterchecked weights and measures defined by Jewish Law. He
studied algebra, geometry and astronomy in order not to have to
rely on others in making calculations essential to the study of the
Talmud and the making of legal decisions. Knowing the value of
neginah in the attainment of devekut, he himself composed nigu-
nim and sang them with soulful ecstasy. Meticulous in all his
ways, he sifted scores of prayer books (according to one tradi-
tion—no less than sixty different versions) to produce a prayer
book punctilious in version and grammar.

The English reader is now fortunate in having been given
access to both the philosophy and biography of the Alter Rebbe,
in whom, as already mentioned, the former is fully reflected in
the latter, for his life was a living example of what he taught; and
both complemented each other. In regard to the philosophy, the
student of Chabad is no longer dependent upon secondary
sources {(which are in any case very scarce). He can study the
basic work of Chabad, the Likutei Amarim (Tanya) in English
translation. As for the life-story of the author, the present vol-
ume fills a longfelt need, for it is the first comprehensive biogra-
phy of the Alter Rebbe in the English language.

Dr. Nissan Mindel, who has the distinction and the zechut of
being the first to introduce the classic of Chabad philosophy, the
Likutei Amarim (Tanya) of the Alter Rebbe, to the serious mind-
ed student who finds its easier to study it in English than in the
Hebrew original, has now followed it up with another “first,” the
present biographical volume. For this noteworthy contribution
the author and the Chabad Research Center are to be highly

commended.

MENACHEM SCHNEERSON
Yud-Tet Kislev, 5729
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