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FOREWORD

Gimmel Tammuz is upon us. The date itself sends a sacred shudder down a Chassid’s spine.
A holy day. A day to think and re-think, bringing with it a vital pause in the frenzy of living
only for the moment. A day for each one of us to go beyond the outer dimension of histallcus
in general, to a deeper introspective of the day and its deeper significance in our personal lives
and for our children.

A

On this day in 1927, the Previous Rebbe stood at the Russian railway station bidding farewell
to his Chassidim as he prepared to go into exile in Kostrama after receiving a reprieve from the
death sentence. His defiant, inspiring words still ring out. "Caly the body of a Jew can be
exiled, never the neshomal”

And exactly seventy years later, we too, will remember that only the body has been taken
from us, but the neshoma, the essence of the Rebbe, will always be with us. This is somethmg
which can be most tangibly experienced on this holy day.

W
In 1927, Gimmel Tammuz seemed to be a day of separation. A day bidding farewell to the

Previous Rebbe. Chassidim looked on with tears in their eyes as their Rebbe was lead to
"exile”.

In essence, however, it was a new beginning. The beginning of the Previous Rebbe's
liberation; the beginning of an unprecedented outpour of Chassidus and hafotza; and — most
of all — the beginning of a deeper relationship between Rebbe and Chassid.

Today, too, Gimmel Tammuz seems to be a day of solitude, of loneliness and longing. We
cannot see our Rebbe. A day in which we must concentrate on our connection to the Rebbe.

We must remain assured. The Rebbe has taught us that Gimmel Tammuz is a day of upheaval.
Ultimately Gimmel Tammuz will once again prove to be the day of a new beginning.

AU

Many centuries before, in the days of Yehoshua ben Nun, the famous miracle of the sun
stopping in its tracks also occurred on Gimmel Tammuz. For us, in a sense, the sun stopped in
its tracks three years ago. And yet, the miracle continues. The sun continues to shine and
illuminates the Golus night. How many of us are able to recount personal experiences of the
Rebbe’s ongoing guidance, blessing and protection long after Gimmel Tammuz 5754. As the
Alver Rebbe explains in his famous Iggeres HaKodesh, Epistle 27, "The tzaddik that has passed
on is to be found in all worlds, and especially in this physical, lowly world, more so than in his
lifetime."

Indeed, the Rebbe is with us.. The question is, are we with the Rebbe? Spiritually,
philosophically, and above all, practically? Are we stll in touch with the Rebbe's teachings
and his way of thinking? Are we strengthening our hiskashrus by studying his sichos and
maamorim? By living our lives and raising our children in his spirit? :



These are but some of the issues Gimmel Tammuz compels us to confront. Please G-d, we will
do it honestly and earnestly.

A

This journal is presented to help mark this most awe inspiring day of Gimmel Tammuz.
Inside the reader will find much material on the general subject of hiskashrus. The Rebbe
spoke frequently of’its importance. Also included are sichos, stories, manuscripts
mterwews, etc. ‘

Every country has its- pecuharmes and these shape the type of G-dly service required of its
inhabitants. In Chassidic parlance, the “nitzutzos”, the divine sparks trapped in material
beings, vary from place to place.

We therefore include here records of personal experiences of South African Jews who
visited and corresponded with the Rebbe. We thank them, in the name of all the readers,
for sharing these experiences.

A

A considerable portion of this journal has been translated from Hebrew to English. Unless
otherwise indicated, it is to be assumed that the translations are free translations. The
responsibility of accuracy lies solely upon the editorial committee.

A

This journal has been prepared and published by the Rebbe's Shluchim to Yeshivas Ohs
Menachem — Lubavitch, Johannesburg, South Africa.

The editorial board wishes to thank those who assisted in the preparation of this journal.
Special thanks to Shluchim Mendel Lifshitz and Shimon Andrusier - for compiling and editing

* the journal; to Shliach Nechemia Schusterman — for financial and general management; to
Shliach Pesach Burston — for editorial assistance and for submitting much material; and to
Rabbi Ari Shishler ~ for editorial assistance.

We would like to thank the following people for making this journal possible:

Rabbi Levy Wineberg, Rabbi Yossi Goldman, Rabbi Nachman Bernhard, Rabbi Michael
Seligson, Rabbi Mendel Leiberov, Rabbi Shaya Segal, Mrs. Fay Flood, Yossi Polter, Zev Yess
and all others who assisted in compiling this journal.

A special thanks to Raymond Perkel for his selfless devotion and beautiful artwork, in
designing the cover of this journal.

We thank all those who submitted material for publication, sharing their experiences and
correspondence with others. Thanks to Rabbi Nachman Bernhard, Rabbi and Mrs. Koppel
and Selma Bacher, Mrs. Estie Ash, Mrs. Yocheved Unterslak, Professor and Mrs. Michoel and
Jaffa Rudolph, Mr. and Mrs. Tzvi and Sara Hack, Ms. Tzilah Katzel, Adv. and Mrs. Binyomin
and Chana Gudelsky, Adv. and Mrs. Yosef and Bassie Medalie, Mrs. Adeena Singer, Mr. and
Mrs. Tzemach and Raizel Mendelow and Levi Mendelow.

A separate thanks is due to our dear hanholoh for their help and guidance in strengthening the
yeshiva. Certainly it will grow to be an even greater beacon of light — the light of Torah and
the light of Chassidus.
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At this opportunity we would like to turn to all Anash and Tmimim with a request for
material fit to be printed in future journals. Personal stories, letters, manuscripts, etc. are all
greatly appreciated. Please contact the Shluchim at 485 — 4173.

The Rebbe always taﬁght us that a Jew must be g:réiéaréd'fo demand of Hashem ‘what is
-rightfully his." Pesach Sheini, the daughters of Tzlofchod, these were but some of the episodes
“where that message is expressed in Torah. ‘And so, we too, refuse to be comforted by the

knowledge that the Rebbe is still with us spiritually. We want to see the Rebbe with our own
eyes.

And we will.

As the Rebbe himself stated, "May we merit to see the Rebbe down here in a body . . . and
he will redeem us"!

INE The Rebbe 5 Shluchlm
Yeshwas Ohr Menachem Lubavitch

Johannesburg, South Africa.
2B Sivan 5757 '
Johannesburg, South Africa. ‘
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Following the passing of the Previous Rebbe on Yud Shvat 5710
(1950), the Rebbe spoke often about the histalkus of ‘the Previous
“Rebbe "3 The Rebbe spoke of the connection a. Chassid can
have with his’ Rebbe after histalkus; about-‘;-the Rebbe's constant
care for Cl‘laSSIdIm even after histalkus Atthe t:me ChaSS|d|m
llstened wuth a feelmg of confusmn and surpr:se ;f? Why is the
Rebbe stressmg so much that the Previous Rebbe is here, if we
have a new. Rebbe?. Then, these. s:chos seemed strangely out of
place Before his- hlstalkus the- Rebbe Rashab sald "am: going
to heaven, but | leave my. writings for you" ¥ Looking at
Gimmel Tammuz, we may conclude that the Rebbe prepared us
for this short time of darkness.  These talks offer insight ‘into
what our attitude and avodah should be now ;f Certainly the'
Rebbe cares for us now; and gives us even more strength. and
lnsplration to contmue hIS holy work until we are soon reumted

THE SHEPHERD WILL NO'I‘
FORSAKE His FLOCK

«My late revered father—m—iaw the

{Prevmus] Rebbe (May I serve as an aronemenr

for bis resting-placel), in one of his letters after

. the passing of his father [the Rebbe Rash_ab],

writes as follows concerning tzaddikim, who

protect the world even after their passing:-

"Not only are they not separated from the
flock whose shepherd they have been, but
they lovingly present themselves before the
footstool of the heavenly throne and take up

their place before the splendoor of the exalted
and sublime G-d, in order to protect the_

'people of Yeshurun (Israel)

All of thls is also true of my revered father—m—
law, - the [Previous] Rebbe, of  blessed

MEemory.

“We, however, for our part, should hold ‘on

and strengthen our bond with him ever more
inténsely - by studymg his maamarim, sichos

- and letters, and by th_mkmg deeply upon the
- directives to be found in them as well ds

upon the directives given to various



individuals. And then, we will proceed
"in the straight path that he has shown
us of his paths, and we will walk in his

ways forevermore."

Menachem Schneerson

{Letter of 18 Shevat 5710}

THE REBBE IS WiTH Us

The strength which the [Previous]
Rebbe draws down by means of the
teachings of Chassidus, continues now
too to be drawn down and given to us,
without any change on his part - and
for our part, too, there has been no
change that should make us think thar
the [Previous] Rebbe is not with us, G-
d forbid. (Those who knew the Rebbe
throughout his thirty years as Nassi,
know that he would not let his
Chassidim remain alone on Shabbos
 Parshas Zachor, for example, when they
have to do battle with Amalek...))

For us, there is only one change. In the
past, some individual might have
thought that when he entered the
Rebbe's study he could talk about the
things that he wanted to talk about, and hide
the things that he wanted to hide from the
Rebbe. Now, however, it is clear to everyone
that the Rebbe knows even the things that
are hidden within us - for in the past he was
garbed in a physical body, unlike now, when
he transcends the limitations of a physical

body, and is all spirituality.

On the other hand, since "when a tzaddik
departs he is to be found in all the worlds
move than during his lifetime...; even in this
world of action... he.is to be found more [than
during his lifetime]," it is certain that the
Rebbe is continuing to lead the world at large
and the Chassidic brotherhood in particular,
and is interceding with requesis for
compassion - as he was doing until now, and
in fact even more intensely.

And just as in the past it was a seli-evident
truth for each one of us that the Rebbe would
lead us to encounter our righteous Moshiach,
so too should that be self-evident today.

As to the event which took place, and so on,
this is so only in our fleshly eyes; it is only a

test (one of the tests comprising the birth-
pangs of Moshiach which must precede the
coming of the righteous Redeemer), whose
function is only to conceal the truth - except
that an explanation is still required as to why
according to the Torah there now has to be
kaddish, and so on. The purpose of this test is
that people should strengthen themselves
when confronted by it. In this way, the
obscurity will be banished and nullified, and
the truth will be manifest (as explained in the
teachings of Chassidus).

Accordingly, through strengthening our
bond [with the Rebbe] by studying his Torah
teachings and giving practical application to
his directives (both his public directives, and
also - especially - those given face-to-face [to
individuals] at yechidus), we will immediately
be granted the merit (since we are at "the
footsteps of Moshiach") of seeing the Rebbe
with fleshly eyes, and the Rebbe will lead us to

the Redemption.
(Sicha of Shabbos Parshas Terumah 5710)



THE GASHMIYUS OF A REBBE

The physician of the [Previous] Rebbe once
said of himself that in reference to the Rebbe,
he was of no account as a physician. As a
physxcxa.n he was unable to understand the
Rebbe s material [ife:

The truch i is, that the Rebbe B hfe is spmtual
life — "the life of a tzaddik is not a fleshly life,
but a spiritual life." :

From thjs it is apparent that as far as the
Rebbe is concerned, there is no difference
between the previous situation and the
present situation. Now, too, the Rebbe is
with us begasbmijrus; '

As to the event whlch took
place, and so on, ‘this is so only
in our fleshly eyes; it is only a
test (one of_the tests...
comprising the blrth pangs of

" Moshiach which must precede
the coming of the righteous
Redeemer), whose function is
only to conceal the truth

The [Previous] Rebbe used to say: "A bond
with me (biskashrus) is made by studying my
maamarim of Chassidus, by fulfilling my
request concerning the daily recital of

Tehillim, and the like. "

These words of the [Previous] Rebbe,
concerning hiskashrus with him, still apply
today.

{Sicha of 10 Adar 5710)

A BOND OF UNFAILING LOVE

With regard to our present situation, the
above concept serves as an instruction, a
directive, and a source of strength.

Despite the concealment that the histalkus
entails, and the ascent that has taken place,
we need to know that the bond and the
cleaving that existed until now - with those
who were privileged to see the [Previous]
Rebbe, whether often, or rarely, or once, and
even with those who were only privileged to

receive a letter from him, and with those who
heard of the [Previous] Rebbe by studying his
maamartm and sichos, - with them this bond
endures in all its intensity, with no possibility
of weakening....

[At this point the Rebbe wept, then
resumed:] My father-in-law, the [Previous]
Rebbe once said: "The teachings of Chassidus
brought about a situation in which the Rebbe
1s not solitary, and Chassidim are not
solitary." This means that the [Previous]
Rebbe watches over and cares about every
detail in the lives of the Chassidim. Now,
100, when he is on a higher plane, he watches
over and cares about every detail in the lives
of the Chassidim (as discussed above),
Accordingly, we are being given the strength
to carry on with all the tasks which the
[Previous] Rebbe demands and expects of us.

Indeed, since the purpose of the concealment

. is the consequent revelation, we should now

engage in all the tasks which the [Previous]
Rebbe demands of us, with redorbled energy.

(Sicha of Pesach Sheni 5710)

THE LiFE OF A TZADDIK

My revered {father-in-law, the [Previous]
Rebbe, once said that he chd not come to
receive but to give.

It is thus clear that apart from the above-
mentioned individual's spiritual privilege of
redeeming the house, his action in redeeming
the universal house brings it about that the
[Previous] Rebbe grants him abundance with
respect to his own personal house. For the
downward flow of blessings which the Rebbe
secured is present now, too, Even though in
the middle there occurred the incident of Yud
Shuat..., this does not affect the downward
current of these hashpaos, which now, too,
the Rebbe secures. Now, too, he does not
come to receive but to give.

In this connection: I recently received a letter
from a certain Chassid in which he refers to
the [Previous] Rebbe — after the histalkus - as
der Rebbe, zol gizunt zain. 1 was really
pleased by this expression. For it is in fact
true, because his health did not resulr from
physical factors, but from spiritual factors.
(As it 1s written in Iggeres HaKodesh, "The life



of a tzaddik is not a fleshly life, but a spiritual
life, consisting of faith and awe and love." In
our case: The life of a rzaddik who is a
shepherd of his people also derives from good
news of activities that disseminate Yiddishkeir
and that foster a love of G-d and a love of the
Torah and a love
Concerning health of this kind, spiritual
health, interruption is out of the question.
(Indeed, after the histalkus of such a rzaddik
this spiritual health is even more vigorous,
for the limitations that had previously been
imposed by the physical body have now been
removed, as is explained in the above-quoted
Iggeres HaKodesh.) It is therefore appropriate
to refer to the [Previous] Rebbe as der Rebbe,
zol gizunt zain - except that there are those
who are shy about saying so, while this
Chassid overcame his bashfulness and wrote
the truth.

if this is the case, however - that the Rebbe is
now not finite and 1s to be found everywhere
- how, then, do we dare to sit here and

farbreng? It's not only that the Rebbe doesn't
mind that we are farbrengen, and thar Yossel

is pouring everyone a drop of {'chainz, and so -

on, but, as he said on several occasions, he
actually. wants us to farbreng. (The Rebbe
once wanted to hear from his room upstairs
how people were farbrengen in the beis
midrash downstairs, but since he was afraid
that his appearance down here might upset
things, he swiiched on the intercom and
listened in to the farbrengen.)

It is true that reverence ought not allow one
to speak in his presence. However, the entire
obligation that "you shall surely appoint a
king over yoursell," which means that "you
should stand in awe of him," depends on
matertal matters; that is, it relates to a
situation in which his inwardness is perceived
by means of a material garb, such as his
person or his garments and so too his
personal effects, as is seen in the prohibition
against using his sceptre, and the like. In our
case this does not apply.

As we were saying, now too the Rebbe is not
coming to receive but to give; thus, apart
from granting someone the privilege of
redeeming this house, he is giving and

of fellow Jews) .

relaying to him all that he needs in his own
home.

And in addition to all the above, the Torah

has promised: “1wynnw Yawa wwy” — "Tithe
in order that you grow rich."

(Sicha Rosh Chodesh Sivan 5710)

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED
What provides the strength for this,

especially now, after the histalkus, is the
concept of hishtatchus, "prostrating [oneself]
at the resting place of the Patriarchs," as will
presently be explained.

And just as in the past it
~was a self-evident truth
for each one of us that the

Rebbe would lead us to
encounter our righteous

Moshiach, so too should
that be self-evident today.

By way of introduction, let us first
understand why in relation to my revered
father-in-law, the [Previous] Rebbe, we do
not say, 127 pr1x an” ("May the memory
of the righteous be a blessing"}, nor do we say
My w1’ ("His soul is in [the Garden of]
Eden"}.

On  Simchas Torah, 5691 [1930], the
[Previous] Rebbe stated: "Regarding my
father [the Rebbe Rashab] I do not say,
Nishmaso Eden, because I am no writer of
addresses. Besides, for me my father has not
passed away."

Similarly, Nisbmaso Eden should not be said
with reference to my revered father-in-law,
the [Previous] Rebbe, for two reasons: (a)
Who 1s the man who is able to give an
"address", and to limit his whereabouts to
Gan Eden, the Lower Gan Eden or the Higher
Gan Eden, or infinitely higher than both? (b)
Why should we send him away from us? He
certainly does not want to be separated from
us, and he is with us!

-



For the same reasons that Nishmaso Eden is
not said, zeicher tzaddik liverachak is also not
said, for remembering (as in the phrase, "May
the memory of the righteous be a blessing") is
appropriate only with relation 1o something
which is remote and can therefore be
forgotten. In our case, however, there is no
question of forgetfulness, G-d forbid, so there
is no need for calling to mind, just as there is

no such need with relation to a person who is
alive.

(Sicha of Shabbos Parshas Shlach 5710)

MOSHE'S MEN

Every single individual among the students
{of the Tomchei Temimim Yeshivah], among
those who have a bond with the Rebbe, and
among the Chassidim, should recognise that
he is one of "Moshe's men."

This status remains intact fnrever and ever,
for —oneself  and for :

paying up all his debts, all the blessings that
he promised in general, and especially the
blessings given to those who engage - and
who will engage - in his work. And, as we
just said, the downward flow of blessings will
now be extremely abundant.

(Sicha of 12 Tammuz 5710)

TBE SAME REBBE AND THE SAME
CHASSIDIM

True, the words of Torah afford refuge for
"one who unintentionally strikes a soul" - but
there is a condition attached: mmnh nun”
“nwn oY WK — "And this is the Torah which
Moshe placed...." The Torah that one studies
has to be nwn nmin "Moshe's Torah."

In order to be saved from the blood-avenger -
"He is. Satan, who is also the Evil Inclination
and also the Angel of Death" - a resolve to
conduct oneself according to the Torah does

not -suffice.- For- the -

one's descendants, until
the coming of our.

F‘ulflllmg the dtrectlves of Evil Inclination, who is
the Moshe of our

known as "that clever

righteous  Moshiach. | litle  fellow," - can

Moreover, even those generaﬂon , an_d be|ng deflect a person's mind
h ly did ey . g i i i

who previously did not 1 dod to him, continues (2 the will, which

have a connecuon with
the Rebbe can now be

until the coming of

steers the mind), so that
it will appear 1o that

his Chassidirm. Moshiach, and even after. person that he s
Basically, this - means conducting himself
that  there is  no according to the Torah.

difference at all between beforehand and
now.

Indeed, if there 1s a difference, it is only a
positive one.  As explained in Iggeres
HaKodesh, after the passing of a tzaddik it is
easter for his disciples to receive a flow of
spiritual energy from his life, because that life
1s no longer limited within a physical vessel
Or garment. '

The above is true of the provision of blessings
to all those who engage - and who will engage
- in the Rebbe's work., Now, after the
histalkus, when he is not restricted by the
limitations of a physical bedy, all the
blessings are forthcoming in extreme
abundance. -

The [Previous] Rebbe once remarked that he
had always been in debt, but had never been
bankrupt, G-d forbid. Now the Rebbe is

As Ramban writes, one can be "a scoundie]
within the permission of the Torah.."

The solution to this is 1o be found in the
words, "Y1 DY WR NNNN NRNY - "And this
is the Torah which Moshe placed...." One's
conduct according to the Torah must follow
the directives of Moshe, and "an extension of
Moshe is to be found in every single
generation" - the Moshe in our generation.

This applies in all areas. In the case of one's
Torah study, for example ("this is the Torah
which Moshe placed"), one's study should be
imbued with the awe of heaven. The
preparation to this is davening, As our Sages
express it, one should proceed "from the
synagogue to the House of Study": prayer,
then study. Prayer, too, needs preparation:
YR T TIND RER 29annt prmy prY — "One



should stand up to pray only in an earnest
frame of mind. "~ -

And fulﬁlhng the directives of Moshe (Toms

Moshe) thus enables one to succeed in passing
through the wilderness, unharmed by its
"snakes, serpents and scorpions.”

E

Apropos fulfilling the directives of Moshe:
During the [Second World] War a group of
Anash in a certain place were unable to
contact the [Previous] Rebbe in order to ask
his advice as to their next move. They
decided, therefore, to follow the well-known
[Chassidic] rule that in such a case one asks
the opinion of a sage of the worldly sort, and
then does the opposite... This decision saved
the lives of them all.

% o

Fulfilling the directives of the Moshe of our

‘generation, - and - being- -bonded to “him,

continues unul the commg of Mosbmc]o and

even after.

Some people daydream that when Moshiach
comes there will be some other Rebbe. In
fact, however, when Moshiach comes we will
have ou#r Rebbe. There will be the same
Rebbe and the same Chassidim.

The [Previous] Rebbe once told me that it
was the custom of his father, the Rebbe
[Rashab), to place the aftkoman of the
members of his family together with his own.
When he asked for the reason, the Rebbe
[Rashab] told him that the Afikoman
commemorates the korban Pesach that was
eaten by all members of the household as a
group - and when Moshiach comes, too, this is
how it will be eaten. From this it is obvious
that when Moshiach comes, too, all those who
have a connection with the Rebbe - all the
members of his household - will be together
with the Rebbe,. .-

(Sicha of 18 Elul 5710)




Chassidim have always strived to strengthen and reinforce
their bond (hiskashrus) to their Rebbe ¥ Never before has
there been such a tremendous outpouring of guidance and
direction in this matter as we have received from the Rebbe
¥ Whether it means looking at a picture of the Rebbe or
studying his teachings . . the Rebbe taught us everything
Presented are excerpts of su:hos pertalnlng to this subject ¥

BrinGg CONNECTED

few days ago a youﬁg hlan walked
in and told me excitedly that my

father-in-law, the [Previous] Rebbe,

had once told him that by being bound to
him, he would thereby be bound to Him to -

Whom he (the Rebbe himself) was bound

I did not want to cool his ardour but the
truth is, that to whom the Rebbe is bound is
not our concern. We are bound to him, and
we have nothing higher than thar. '

By way of analogy: It could legxtunately be

said that a particular organ derives its vitality.

from the liver, or (higher) from the heart, or

{yet higher) from the brain; it could not be’

said {or thought) that any organ derives its
vitality from the brain of a different body. A
living organ that desires to survive and riot to
wither, G-d forbid, has to denve its v1tahty
from its own brain. : .

The same principle applies to hiskashrus, to
one's bond with the Rebbe, who is the head
(the brain, so to speak) and the transcendent
crown (the Keser) of our generation.

(Sicha of 2 Ilyar 5710)

.u;u:-. mun IN YOUR MIND'S EYE

From time to time, in his mind's eye, every
“individual should picture the Rebbe’s holy
“face and recall teachmgs that he heard from
. his lips. (Those who never saw the Rebbe
- can’ likewise envisage  his appearance by

means of a photograph and can study his
teachmgs)

We need to know that we have a "holy
father," and if so, there is no cause to worry.

Since the Rebbe has promised us that the

nessi'im of the Jewish people "are not

separated from the flock whose shepherd
“they have been,” the above attitude of certain




trust will enable us better to “absorb the
blessings that come from the Rebbe in all the
spiritual and material things that are ‘needed,
including children, health, and ample

sustenance.
(Sicha of Lag B'Omer 5710)

THE REBBE BEFORE OUR EYES

As is well known, the Tzemach Tzedek once

asked his Chassidim to sing the Alter Rebbe's
Niggun of Four Themes, and quoted the
above directive of the Sages that: "Whoever
cites a teaching in the name of its author
should visualise that mentor standing before
" Then, as he went on to sing the
melody, all the Chassidim present found
themselves looking around the room in
search of the Alter Rebbe....

him.

As far as we are concerned, then, it is clear
that when one is studying a maamar or a
sicha or a memorandum or a letter written by
the [Previous] Rebbe, one should meditate
and recall the appearance of the Rebbe - and
this includes those who never saw him, who

-should visualise him by
means of a picture - as if
he were standing before
{Sicha of Secaond Day
Shavuos 5710)

RECHARGING
ONE'S BATTERIES

A Chassid *can heighten
his appreciation of the
above  comcept by
hishtat'chus - as with
Calev, who ‘“prostraved
himself in prayer at the

resting place of the
Patriarchs. "

Hishtat'chus implies
visiting  the  Rebbe's
resting place in the
knowledge that he 1s
there, and picturing his
features. This lends
strength 10 one's

hiskashrus, and to one's
fulfilment of the Rebbe's
shlichus without deviation
or calculation.

When a directive from the Moshe of our
generation is heard once only, one's ardour
can weaken with ume and cool down, and
become tinged with personal calculations (as
with the sin of the spies). To counter this,
one can refresh one's bond with the Rebbe
through hishtat ‘chus.

This * includes the spiritual kind of
bishtat'chus.  Thus the author of Meor
Einayim writes in the name of the Baal Shem
Tov, that hishtat'chus on the spiritual plane 1s
carried out by studying a tzaddik's teachings,
for in them the tzaddik thrusts his entire
being. In them he lies distilled. As the Zohar
writes with regard to Moshe Rabbeinu, "His
burial place is the Mishnah. "

Clearly, then, studying the Torah teachings
of my revered father-inlaw, the [Previous]
Rebbe - i.e., hishtat'chus on the spiritual plane
- fortifies a Chassid in his hiskashrus and in

the conscientious fulfilment of his shfichus.
(Sicha of Shabbos Parshas Shlach 5710)



8 ENEPE NG A NG

The above-described situation - in which
nothing has changed, except positively -
relates to the Rebbe. But we have to do
something, too.

The biskashrus of the Rebbe and Chassidim is
such that as far as the Rebbe is concerned, all
blessings are forthcoming. The Rebbe wants
to draw blessings downward, because "it 1s
the nature of the benevolent to do good."”
Indeed, "More than the calf wants ro suck,
the cow wants to give milk." In preparation
for this, however, every individual has to
work on himself. When that is done the
Rebbe helps, out of all proportion 1o one's
own preparatory work.

{Sicha of 12 Tammuz 5710}

THE REBBE IS OURS, AFTER HIS
ASCENT

Indeed, the need to study the Chassidus of the
[Previous] Rebbe, the "Torah that Moshe
commanded us," is more intense after his

bistalkus.

The words of the Rebbe Rashab before his
histalkus are well known: I am going to
heaven; the manuscripts I am leaving for
you." Now is it not self-evident that when he
ascends to heaven his manuscripts remain in
the same place that they had beem? His
message, then, is this: Even after he goes up
1o heaven the Rebbe's essence remains in the
writings which he has left us. By studying
them one has bim —and not only in the same
manner as when he was here, below, but also
in the elevated state in which he is after
having ascended. (It is explaied in the
maamarin: of R, Hillel (of Paritch) which
are now being published that at the time of
the bhistalkus of a tzaddik there is an
irradiation of the levnshim (soul-garments)
that derive from the Worlds of Beriah,
Yetzirah and Asiyab, and when a Chassid
comes to prostrate himself (bishtat ‘chus) at the
resting place of that tzaddik, there is also an
irradiation of the levushim (soul-garments)

that derive from the World of Atzilus) By

studying his writings, we have bim - after hus
ascent.

LIICEC 16 & LML UL Wiy BL LI VEL Yy Wirldly Ll
the verse, "nwn uY mx ann”.  Simply
translated, this means: "The Torah which
Moshe commanded us...." However, the
word My ("commanded") is also related to
the root of xmmx (“together"), and hence
implies connection. The verse thus carries an
additional message: Through his Torah,
Moshe becomes connected with us. We, too,
thus become connected with bim, no matter
how lofty he ascends - since he instilled his
own essence into his Torah teachings.

(Sicha of 20 Menachem Av 5710}

POLISHING GEMS VS. BAKING
BrREAD ' '

In this vein, we Chassidim should realise that
the beginning and the essence of all our
preparmg  ourselves to
undertake them "for their own sake" in both
of the above regards: renouncing gashmiyns
and dedicating ourselves to carrying out the
Rebbe's will, which is the will of the very
Essence of the Infinite One.

endeavours  is

In all matters, Chassidim should always keep
in mind that their spiritual life and their
connection with ruchniyus - is the Rebbe.

A Chassid should recite the Rebbe's chapter
of Tehillim [every day]; he should picture to
himself the Rebbe's appearance; and he
should study some choice morsel of his
teachings, whether it is a maamar of
Chassidus, a sicha or a story.

Those who are able to comprehend Chassidies
cannot discharge their obligation by reading a
story. They should study the Rebbe's
maamarim in all their profundity, for no
matter how worthy and lofty a Chassidic
story may be, [t cannot be compared to a
maamar.

The Rebbe once wrote to a certain Chassid:
"If 2 person who is capable of drilling pearls
or polishing gems bakes bread instead, then
even though this is a most essential
occupation, for him 1t is counted a sin.” This
sums up the relationship between a story and
a maamar.

Of course one has to know the stories, too,
especially for the sake of one's fellow Jew
who for the time being is in no situation to
comprehend a maamar, and needs to be



brought closer to Chassidus. Apart from this,
as far as oneself, too, is concerned, "A
‘teaching is precious to one who is accustomed
to wearing 1t." '
whoever is capable of doing so should

concentrate his devotion on the actual study -

of Chassidus, while the stories can be read
when one's head has grown tired with
studying Chassidus.  (As a certain non-
Chassid once remarked, when his head grows
weary he studies aggad ta....) '

If the ordinary conversation of Torah
scholars calls for study, then certainly sichos

- At the same time, however,

TRUE HISKASHRUS

You ask how can you be bound (m kushar) to
me when 1 donot know you personally...

The true bond is created by studying Torah.
When you study my maamarim, read the
sichos and associate with those dear to me —
the Chassidic community and the t'mimim —
in their studies and farbrengens, and you fulfil

'my request regarding saying Tehillim and

observing Torah study times — in this is the
bond.

{Hayom Yom, 24 Sivan)

and stories which have depth and meaning RfD POWER
h died ically, of )
Jave w be smdied energetic P O NS our holy forebears, the Rebbe'im through
just as one exerts oneself In grasping a ;
S the generations,
I 4 : appealed w0 G-d
S;yiﬁ;es e Our holy forebears, the and  evoked
priority is to be Rebbe'im through the Sjlggaession
en -+ to. generations, appealed to G-d and wward *  their
G sichos e €voked Divine compassion  Chesidin, - those
. . gs to them.
relare 10 particular ~ toward their Chassidim, those . =~ *-
SEasons ad  hound to them. This was not all; they also had an
significant  dates,

at the appropriate
times.

In all these
matters, whether
one is studying
the Torah
teachings of the
{Previous] Rebbe

they also had an avoda of
bringing their Chassidm to mind,
inwardly, pondering on their
affection and attachment to the

avoda of bringing
their Chassidm o
mind, inwardly,
pondering = on
their affection and
attachment to the

through stories

or siches or maamarim, what matters
above all else is one's bond - hiskashrus -
with the Rebbe. This was discussed above,
in the course of an explanation of the
verse, “nwn 19 mr nan’ — "The Torah
which Moshe commanded us," [where the
word m¥ (‘commanded’) also implies
connection]. This, too, is part of one's
preparation for studying Torah lishmab,

(Sicha of 20 Menachem Av 5710)

Rebbe, reciprocating that Rebbe,

affection and attachment. rec:lpr.ocatmg that
affection and
attachment.

Bringing someone to mind has the effect of
arousing that person's innermost powers.
We see that when one looks deeply and
intently at another he will turn around and
return the glance, because the penetrating
gaze awakens the core of the soul. Thought
has the same effect.

(Hayom Yom 14 Shvat)




Hashem Already Wants It

person came to the Rebbe and
Arequesmd blessings for himself and
his family. He continved to add
more and more requests until the Rebbe told

him:

Perhaps you should request thar Moshiach
should come?

He answered; Im yirtzeh Hashem [G-d
willing].

The Rebbe: Just as Hashem already wanrs it,
so too the Jewish people should also want it.

(Teves 10, 5750 — 1989)

Apparently Not Enough Has
Been Done!

still not come. Since there are still a few
hours left to the day, we can still try today."

(Kislev 1, 5751 — 1950)
Before My Birthday

When Israeli Prime Minster Benyamin
Netanyahu came to, was assistant Foreign
Minister , he came to the Rebbe for dollars.
The Rebhe received him with a smile, shook
his hand, and said: "I have not seen you for
a long time..."

Mr. Netanyahu said that he had come to
request the Rebbe's blessing,

The Rebbe: "Since we last met, many things
have happened, but one thing that has
remained the same is that Moshiach has not
yet come. You must do things to speed his
coming."

Mr. Netanyahu: "We are doing."

The Rebbe:~ "But apparently, this is not
enough, because, today, a number of hours
{in this day) have already gone by and he has

Rav Michel Kramer, a member of the board
of National Committee for the Furtherance
of Jewish Education, passed by the Rebbe
and said: "I would like to take this
opportunity to bless the Rebbe, in the name
of all the members of the board, in honour
of the Rebbe's birthday, which is coming up
before Pesach. G-d willing, we will double
our activities in all areas in honour of the

birthday."

The Rebbe: "Perhaps you should bless me
that Moshiach should come before my
birthday. Then there will not be any special
trouble for my birthday because Moshiach
will arrange everything."

Rav Kramer: "Moshiach should come..."
The Rebbe: "Before my birthday."
( Adar 17, 5751 - 1991)

I Am Giving Suggestions

Someone suggested to the Rebbe that the
Rebbe travel to the Kosel (Western Wall) to
pray with all Jewish people for Moshiach.

The Rebbe: "I have already made it clear
that now I am giving you suggestions! Not
that you should give me advice and tell me
what I have to do."

The man: "Chas Ve'shalom (heaven forbid).
I did not intend to give advice."

The Rebbe: “I do not mind suggestions.
But people have begun to use this as an



excuse to avoid doing something. Hashem
has given you a zechus [privilege] that you
can serve Hashem with your voice [the man
was a singer], so why are you looking for
more work to give me? Hashem should help

n

you.

The man: I am not looking for more work

[for the Rebbe].”

The Rebbe: "I do not mind if you are
looking for work. But people are using this
as an excuse to avoid their own
responsibility. And if so, this is not the
proper way! Do not worry about my anger
because I am not angry..."

(Nissan 30 5751 — 1991)
The Entire Jewish People

A woman came to the Rebbe and said:
"Rebbe, we relied on you all these years to

bring Moshiach. What happened now!? It is
too great’ a responsibility for us. We want

you to bring Moshiach."
The Rebbe:

entire Jewish people,

"If it is nnpo's.siblse for ‘the

you...

The woman: "But you are our Rebbe and
you must bring Moshiach for us."

The Rebbe pointed to himself and said: "If I
am a Rebbe, then I have stated very clearly
that it has to be done through the entire
Jewish people, including you and [pointing
at the people around him] including this
person and including this person.”

The woman: "We still rely on 1 you 10 bring
us Moshiach."

The Rebbe: "If you rely upon me as a
Rebbe, then you have received my clear
answer. It must be done through you and
[pointing at the people around him] through
you and through you."

{Nisan 30, 5751 — 1991, see above)

Don't Ask — Just Dol

how could it -be

The Arizal [Rabbi Isaac Luria, the celebrared
Kabbalist] was accustomed to  walk out to
.the field with: -his disciples every Friday
evemng, shortly before the Kabbalas Shabbos

“service, in order to 'greet the Shabbos bride.'

possible fér me? I am just one person and

~-On one occasion, during this weekly stroll,
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"People have asked me, how can | say that 'there will soon be the [resurrection,
concerning which it states] "awake and give praise, those who rest in the dust,” and
[then] the Rebbe will lead us out of Exile'? This is contrary to the sequential order of
events...!

The answer is that although chronologically, the coming of Moshiach precedes Techiyas
Hameisim..., nevertheless the Resurrection of certain individuals has occurred in the
past [as we find such phenomena in various places in Prophets] and will yet occur, prior
to Moshiach's coming.

{Likkutei Sichos, Vel. 2, P.517)




he turned to his students and exclaimed, 'Let
us go together to Jerusalem to greet the
Shabbos queen!” '

The startled disciples thought for a moment
(they surely did not doubt the Ari's special
powers of transporting them instantly to
Jerusalern), and replied, "Let us first ask our
wives [for permission to spend Shabbos
away from home].

Upon hearing their reply, the Arizal became
gravely serious. "You have just forfeited the
opportunity to merit the final Redemption
immediately!' If the disciples had only
heeded their master's words without
hesitantly requesting to ask their wives,
(they and) the entire world would have
merited instant Redemption. Once they had
faltered, it was two late.
Instead, the Jewish
people were forced to
- remain in Exile for
centuries to COMe...

This episode 15 not
entirely  understood.
After all, what is so
terrible about wanting
to inform their wives of
their changed Shabbos
plans? Is Shalom Bayis
[marital harmony] not a
halachic obligation?...

This is not the way to

bring Moshiach; when every time one hears
a statement or instruction [from his Rebbe],
one takes out a Shulchan Aruch [Code of
Jewish Law], runs to a Rabbi, and enquires as
to whether or not the [Rebbe's] words
conflicc with the Be'er Heitev [an
authoritative commentary on Shulchan
Aruck]. This is not how we will bring

Moshiach.
This is esoterically speaking. In a Halachic

sense, the answer is also quite simple: When

one hears ap instruction from the Arizal,
who was a renowned scholar and expertly
well-versed in the revealed part of the Torah
[aside from being an authority . in

Kabbalah)... one may be assured that his

When one receives an
instruction from the
leader of the generation,
the extension of Moshe
in every generation,

there is no need to One may
“hesitate and search
through books. One.
must do as he is told...

Rebhe would not cause him to stumble,
Heaven Forbid, and violate Halacha in the
slightest way. '

Now, if he doubts his Rebbe's words, this
indicates that he lacks the proper hiskashrus
{devotion and attachment to his Rebbe] and
is likewise lacking in brotherly unity
amongst Jews. When Jews lack unity, they
are deficient of Hashem's blessing. 'Bless us
our Father, all of us together as one.' For if
the 'together' is missing, the beginning
words are likewise omitted...

This timeless lesson is indeed applicable in
every generation. When one receives an
instruction from the leader of the
generation, the extension of Moshe in every
generation, there is no need to hesitate and
search through books.
One must do as one is

told...

{Shabbos Shemini, 5718
- 19858, unedited)

What Will the
World Say?

wonder,
"What will the world
" say if a Jew performs his
Divine . service...
particularly trying to
speed the Redemption?’
'Seemingly,' he argues,
'lin order to succeed,] one must take into
consideration how the world will view it.'

The answer is that the world 15 ready and
prepared! When a Jew goes about his Divine
service  properly, beyond  all
limirations and constraints, yet doing so in a
way that [his service] can be enclothed in the
vestments of nature, he will see how the
world, nature, and gentiles, are indeed aiding
hirm in his service.

rising

(Shabbos Korach, 3 Tammuz, 5751 - 1981)

"Wild' Things for a "Wild' Time

As regards that which occurred in the year
5710 [the passing of the Previous Rebbe] . .
we are immediately going to merit the



fulfilment of the Messianic promise 'Awake
and give praise, those who rest in the dust,’

as stated in Zobar, that tzadikim and Jewish

generation leaders will arise immediately...

Some people ask in amazement, 'How can
you say such radically wild statements!?'

The answer is two-fold: Firstly, since we
currently find ourselves in a ‘wild' period of
time, when darkness enshrouds the earth,...it
is necessary to say 'wild' things... Secondly,
and essentially, this is no 'wild' martter ar all!
Every Jew says it in prayer every day...
Moreover; “ it is one of the Thirteen
Fundamentals of Faith... [As the Rambam
writes concerning Moshiach] 'Anyone who
does not believe in him, or does not
anticipate his coming, is not only rejecting
the Prophets, but is rejecting the Torah and
Moshe Rabbeinu!’' After all this, why the

astonishment and wonder that we are
speaking about the fulfilment of the promise
'Awake and give praise, those who rest in
the dust? How can one possibly say that
such statements are ‘wild'R...

"When the gentles 'will hear all your
Mitzvos [when they will observe you
proudly  representing  Judaism  and
advocating this basic tenet of Judaism),' they
will  exclaim, 'What a wise and
understanding people this great nation is!'
[Devarim 4:6] (and particularly when the
Jew speaks sincerely and from his heart).
This is certainly true with regard to the
"foreign G-d [evil inclinarion] inside [each of]
you!’

{Shabbos Ha'azinu, 5746 — 1985
Hisvaduyos, unedited)




The Holy Ruzhiner Rebbe told the
following story about his ancestors:
When Reb Dov Ber, the Maggid of
Mezritch, felt his end drawing near, he declared,

"T will not enter the Garden of Eden until G
sends Moshiach."

When the Maggid passed away, he was brought
to the Heavenly Court and told that a special
place was awaiting him in the Garden of Eden.
The Maggid, however, stood his ground and
demanded that G-d send Moshiach, or else he
would not budge.

After much arguing and cajoling, the Maggid
was offered a spiritual reward that ennced hm:l
to forgo his promise.

The Maggid's son, Reb Avraham, was known as
"the Angel" for he was as disassociated from this
physical world as a human being could be,
approaching the spiritual level of an angel. Reb

Avraham, knowing that his father had been
unsuceessful ‘at forcmg ‘G-d 1o send Moshiach,
determmed that he would not be dlssuadecl”

* when his time came. He would refuse to enter” " Baundaries of the Garden of Eden to éncompass

- thatarea in which Reb Sholom Shachna stood. -

Ata gathermg in 1989, the Rebbe related ‘that
“the" same thing tra.nsp1red when Reb Levi
Yitzchak of Berditchey passed away. He, too,

the Garden of Eden until he had brought about.
the coming of Mosh1ach

Avraham's end. of days approached and he_

strenpthened himself for the celestial bartle.
When he passed away and stood before the
Heavenly Court, he insisted that he would not
enter the Garden of Edeu until (}d would send
Moshiach.

All manners of splrn:ual enticements were
offered to Reb Avraham. Spiritual pleasure and
bliss that had not even been offered to the
greatest tzadﬂﬂm But Reb Avraham stood h1s
ground.

And G-d stood His ground

Until finally, G-d took Reb Avraham by the
hand, as it were, and shlepped him into the
Garden of Eden. '

Reb Sholom Shachna was the son of Reb
Avraham and the grandson of the Maggid of
Mezritch. Through Divine inspiration he knew

_Exactly What tra.nsplred is ot known |
‘What ‘15 known is that  Gd: extendecl the

of his father's and grandfather's decision to not
enter the Garden of Eden until G-d would send
Moshiach. He knew, too, that neither of them
had been successful and eventually entered the
Garden of Eden although Moshiach had not
arrived.

As Reb Sholom Shachna advanced in years, he,
too, determined that he would not enter the
Garden of Eden until he made sure that Gd
would send Moshiach.

Upor his passing, Reb Sholom Shachna was led
before the Heavenly Court and was invited to
proceed to the Garden of Eden. But Reb
Sholom Shachna remembered his promise and
tefused, and with utmost determination “and
stubbornness declared that he would not
proceed until G-d sent Moshiach.

Reb Sholom Shachna did not budge. He would

not move one iota until G-d agreed 1o send
Moshiach.

‘But

had promised that he would not enter the
Garden of Eden before G-d sent Moshiach. But
alas, Reb Levi Yitzchak was also persuaded to
forege his promise. _ .

The Rebbe then stated, "What should be done
to prevent this from happemng again is to take a
VoW, subject o the public's consest, not to

. enter. the Garden of Eden until G-d sends

Moshiach.. A vow which is accepted subject to

' pubhc consent cannot be nullified without the

consent of the multitude."

After hearing these words from the Rebbe, we
may state with confidence that the Rebbe is
surely pressing his case in the Heavenly realms,
demanding that G-d send Moshiach. And the
Rebbe will succeed.




The above answer was received by thousands of people, from
all walks of life, that wrote the Rebbe ¥ The Rebbe would go
to the Ohel very frequently, and often would stay for many
hours 3¢ What is the meaning of yr3n %y 75182 3 What type
of minhagim did the Rebbe cobserve at the Ohel? ¥ Today,
thousands of people send letters to the Ohel 3 Definitely we
can learn something about the Ohel from the Rebbe's customs,
the instructions he gave, etc. % In honour of Gimmel
Tammuz we present a concise collection of minhagim,
directives;—stories-and history about the Ohel 3 May we
speedily merit the fulfilment of the verse 11"¥1 oopbx Yr nx™ o




Minhagim

o On days when one
visits the Ohel, it is
customary not to eat
before going to the
Ohel. However one
'should be certain to
drink something
before entering the

Chel.

¢ One should remove
his/her leather shoes
before entering the

" Ohel.

A

Kbhani-m'

Regarding wmna visiting
the Ohel, the Rebbe gave
the following
instructions.

1. Be cautious not to go
under trees in the
o7nn o, even while
inside ~ a’ closed

'automoblle '

2. Enter ‘the wrmn m | E
from the - side
entrance near - the - :
Ohel (Francis Lew1s_' :

" Blvd), and not the |

© main - entrance
(Springfield-  Blvd),
because there " are |
trees along the road
from the front entram:e

3. Approach the Ohel only in a closed
automobile.

4 Emt the automobﬂe ouly on the side
closer to the Ohel

A




Hanhagos
the Ohel

1. Before the Rebbe would enter the
Ohel the Rebbe would knock on the 2
doors, the inner door—and- the outer-
door, as if he was asking permission to
enter.

of tﬁe 'Rebbe at

Immediately upon entering, the Rebbe
would begin reciting the 109 myn”. '
3. When the Rebbe would reach the
words  "qank%n  nn 5T
("Behold I am kindling the lamp"); the-
Rebbe would light the candle.

!\J

Once the candle was lit, the Rebbe
would ‘recite some more "MWy NIpR"

Plante

and then begin
to read th
"8 and
letters that
people would

write him.

The  Rebbe
would read the
letters for quite
a lengthy
period
would
them up after
reading them.
When the
Rebbe would
once again start reciting the "W myn”
it was a sign that in about 10 minutes
the Rebbe would leave the Ohel.

and
tear

The secretaries would usually know the
night before that the Rebbe was going to
the Ohel the next day, because the Rebbe
would ask for water to be prepared,
meaning that the mikveh be ready.

On the way to the Ohel the Rebbe would

-usually learn from a  sefer or write

Sometimes the Rebbe would edit a sicha or

write a letter, etc. It sometimes occurred

that ‘the Rebbe would - wait--outside - the

Ohel and finish editing and the like. The
Rebbe would then give the material to the
secretary and enter the Ohel, . - e




Directives i
Rebbe Instructed
Regarding Building
the Ohel .

1. The roof should not cover
the entire area, so that it
won't create a proper ohel,
which spreads the nxmw
(as explained in 7"r "W
8w »0). This way wino
can also come to the Ohel.

2. A short wall should be
buillt around the Ohel,
enabling the 02 to come
within mnr 1 of the 7ap
(but they are restricted to 4
nov  away from this

wall).
3. The Ohel and the mxn
"~ should not have any
jewels, designs, etc.

4. To put effort not to use
metal  machinery in

building the Ohel. The

metal would increase the -

There is a widespread cus{dm to take a stone from
the kever, after praying there. In this manuscrlpt the
Rebbe seems to mdlcate not to do S0.

'm 1:rm onan nw-:‘: vw:
'm nn-n: ley nRYTROW §R —
':mnba 'mn 'mn:»b San —
Gl nra 1YY a"ath TR
-mw\ nn :1'1': n29Y — APy

e n:;rf

With regard to taking stones from a grave:
Although the custom seems widespread, yet it
does not appear to me to be quite in order. |
haven't the time available to research the matter.
The main point is: the question should be
addressed to a rabbi who is a halachic decisor.

\4



"I Will Mention it at the
Gravesite"

The First Thought

A man once went to the Rebbe and asked for
a blessing. The Rebbe told him, "I will
mention it at the gravesite (of the Previous

Rebbe). The man then said "I need a
blessing!"

A short time later the man's requests were
fulfilled, so he went to the Rebbe and

relayed the good tidings. The Rebbe told
him, *Nu, you see that ‘T wiil mention it at

{From the files of Rabbi M. A. Zeligson)

' ' J\U\'/’:M

Rabbi Berel Baumgarten, in one of his
yechidus, sought a blessing from the Rebbe in
a certain matter. The Rebbe answered him
that he should travel to the Ohel. The
Chossid was perplexed (as this was a question
of what he should practically do).

The Rebbe explained, "The first thought that
enters your mind, that is the answer."

{From the files of Rabbi Dovid Dubov)
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TEE foliowing is the RébBe's r.ep.ly (ﬁﬁm. Chésh—uﬁn 5 7'47). to a "Mt (ré.po.rt). regﬁrding a gathérlng h:el& by thé
Shluchim in South America. The Rebbe states that when a request for a blessing is sent to a Rebbe, the
necessary effect ensues even where the Rebbe could not actually read the request.

ATppn nen wide JERpMDR DA owvln twesh nYyTd RTRWR NTiBTTR pth onign .ata

e Xy ok htm ‘n
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- “)nz) G5 A Frial N s =200y
' ) ' 3"0Y 1281 1M '
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Y PRa Svrand ban

I received the report; thank you, | will mention it at the Tzion. Time does not permit
me even to read [the names of the participants and details of the program], but [the
information/request] has been "entered” completely, in full detail, according to the
ruling of the "Torah of Truth”.

in order that this be more intelligible even to those [who doubt] ... we have been
shown, specifically in our times an obvious example, one which is applied
practically in major, crucial areas: The moment data is entered into a computer,
the practical cornclusions aré avallable instantly. Oviously, if this applies to some
inanimate object, it applies all the more, incomparably more, lehavdil, to things
mentioned at the Tzion of my father-m law, the saintly Rebbe. .

"On the way to the Ohel




The following is a facsimile of the contract recording the purchase {by Agudas Chassidei
Chabad) of the "Chabad Portion” in the Montefiore Cemetery in Queens, New York. The
Rebbe signed the agreement at the bottom as Vice President of ACC. In the margin,
opposite every correction, the Rebbe signed his initials to verify the changes. The portion
was originally purchased during the shiva of the passing of Rebbetzin Shterna Sara n"y.

A

" mmade ehis %:dtdiyﬁg Fagxiuarixl in the vear of 1942 between the
evolen FAucetlonel Lespue -7 . e
i s ﬁnr]mmrum urp,uuizl:v? under xhcmf‘aws ab the Sate al New Wk,
party of the fint part, and membership - Lt -

. *AGUDATH CHASIDEI -CHABAD OF U.3.A. & CaliADA '

~ - 770 Esetern Parkwey :
Brookiyn, New York

party of the sscond part, in the fallowing manner:

The party of the Rest part, in consideraticn of the smlL of E‘IFTEIN TROUSAND and 00/100 -
e il e T m — = S e === e = == = = Pollars
(5 15,000.00 ), 1o e fully poid 2 h:rei{n:! r'n:ntiarizd. heseby agrees to scll unto the party of
the secand past the use.nf all those ccrmi} _u?:r.l 2 n;:‘-.[-?m:mé' ai-the said party of the first part, heawn xxat
“THE MONTEFIORE CEMETERY " stuad i Queeos Courty, City -ned -State of New Yok,
which lats are laid out or designated ns Nos. 108,107,108,109,110,111,1%% 11%,1145135,106
127,128,129,130,151,1 2,155,134,155,146,147,1-1?,149, and I_l.EE}_.A

F. G. Stecrns " in hlock 94

on map er plan of suid cometery made by James E.Dleshany G E., dated 1/5/40

und in possession of the said party of the fisst par, tagether with “all the rights and privilepes therrto
belonging to be used oniy as burial plows, and for the burial 6! persons of Jewish persuasian  ooky,
SUBJECT to thr rules aud regrulatinns, provisians, conditians, limitntions and vestrittions af the party of
the ficst past, and the rules and regulations herendrer to be mnde by wie party of the first part, its yuccessors
or assigns, for the said cometery, or the plots composing the same or any part thereod,

’ 'Tli’:"[ﬁ;;i}' o “ilié second “part’ HEREBY-AGREES 19 purchiise the -use. of said lots at the said
consideracion of FIFTEEN THOUSAND AND (_50[100

. : - .
B e R g Doltars {$15,000.00 )
.ang th pay the“ssme s follews: ONE THOUSAND AND 00/?.00

v = o == = ~ Ballass ($1,000.00 } i L:ﬂsh at the time of the cxeentinn_of this sererment, the
‘receifit wherraf is hereby acknowledged FIVE KUNDRED

e 00|00 ($500.00 } Dollars

- shall bc paid on or before the 1st day of fupust R . .. 1942,
and the balance of THIRTEEN THOUSEND FIVE HUKDRED = = - ~ - - = — = = = - ~00 {100
($15,500.00 ) Dallars shall be peid in trenty-suven . Vet )
- equal semi-annual installments of FIVE HUNDRED = «t = < = = — =~ = m = = = = = = no 1100

' ($500,00 . ) Doflars ench, payable on the 1%t days of August z®
4 O ani, * February of eacl and every year, commencing om the 1st day

é:ﬂ! j (ﬁ af - Fobruary 1948 . )

. . ’ o T Votal $ 15,000.00 , tngether

with interest on the unpaid bafuers of the eonsiderttion ;"n::r hereinafter mentioned at the race of six

par cznt. (6%). per aonum from the day of the date of thig dgreement tu the day of the date of the

payment theeeod, the party of the second part to have the right to pay the whole balance er any install-

ment nt any time upon giving to party of first pare eight da¥s: notice. '
TR T T Rk the, said party of the firds pars, on recuiving such payments at the. time and in the manner
above mentioned, shull =t its vwe gruper cust aml expense exceute, acknawledge and deliver, nr cause
o be defivered, w the id party of the second part, ‘o goud and sufficient deed conveying the uie of :'qid Tots
1o said party of the second part, free frum all encumbrances, as and fur a place for the burial of thie dead
forever, SUIHECT 1 the rulis and reenlatiuns uf the said party of the first part, and to such others as
may from time to tine be aduped by the Bean) of Dieectors of the morty uf the first part, which deed shall
be delivered as soon as the lust instailment of the said considerstine and interese shall have been paid, at
the affice of the pavey of the first part in the City of New York. -

’ Tt is further understood and mgreed, it for t': One Thousand Dollars peid
. {*  heveln the asecond psrty shell be permitted to sell si< graves, up to Augdat 1, 1942
/ and for avery grave sold over six the second parvy shell pay to the first party the
F ) (4% sum of Ope Hundred Dollars per grave sold, After August 1, 1942; The aecond party
may likewise Bell five graves during every six month period end pay et the reke of
. One Hundred Dollers per grave sold in excess of sald five graves. A1 of said
peyments to the first party provided in this paregraph shell be in additlon to the
peymenta hereinbefore provided and shall be credited in the reduction of the principsl
of the Comtract. '
The second party mey inisrr st the sams rate ~o provided in previous PETRETER;
provided however, said buriels sre made in 1in®; however if turials are not in 1lin
£ g the secoud party gust bve paid in 8 minjoun o m. g Thousepd Dollars for evesy 08X .-

L




I'TH, AVu al WULUL DUCIut8 ETE made, all.a paynent ol One Thouéand Dollars is made for
;/Ji% _opening a new lot EheE that suﬁlﬁiﬂeba opplied to future payments under contract.
L \'. ALl burie? permitd ®aw be issued by the second party as long as the setond party hea
CE O complied with &ll the teorms end csnditions of this egreenent and the first pariy ogree:
to notify the Springfield L. I. Cenetery Scciety, of thins provisicn and srrees to
At Feiug expreesly underotond aui ogeeadlhby the party of the second part dat wpn frilure enecute

#u or the interest theren g fevéin. PAPETE ne
: essary to

to.pay aoy one or mare of the Dtailments of the cansilerntion !

above provided, all interests and the rights of the party of the se::%r)d pnrl.. under this agreement, oz in or of Pecbuate
to the said piot or plots of land shall immediaich .cease =nd dfivmine, -and any and all installments this pro-
vision,.

gincluding interest 2herean which have been paid heremwler shagt he furfrited te the party af rae first part,
whether the sail party aof the Lirst part has permitted intermeats Tie made in said parcel i fand of not
It s understood and sgreed that the value of each of s.nid I-]n:s is, and fur the purpese of this
contract should be regarded ns ONE FHOUSKND = = -~ — = = = = = = Dollars (3 1000.00 ).
I is_{ig;hgghqnd‘:r_slgn& and agfeed that the party of the scennd pror may use for burial yirposes

I‘. G‘éon:% for eSOV EERE HUHDRED = w = = it = o v = e o o e e e —

----------------- riollars (% 5GG.00 Y af tle enasidesating price

excluding interust paid to the parly of the first pace woder: the t=rma of this contracr, and that the
Iots thus used shall in ench event immediately ndjoin the lots whiéh the party of the secand pact shali
t be entitled to use undes this provisinn, beginning with the rear.

Itls _fqul!cr understeod and apreed that in no event shull the party of the second part demand

or receive any deed or transfer of the said lots or any part therenf until the payment of the whule of the

consideration price herein provided for.

" It is further understood and agreed that the gats and copi t
the aforementioned plots shall remsin the property gf the pargi g% ige %Eggt
part and shall remsin the property of the party cf the first pert, and the
party of the first part sh hot ooy it 1H00Ve seme on or before
ugust 1st, 1942 et cur EXpEnse.

There shall be no cherge to the [irst party .for the remeining of the
goate until August lst, 1942,

It is further agreed that the party of the sccond part shall pay an annual charge of mmg:: per

t
pringlield L, I. Cemetery Soci

fﬂl%'nnint:nnn:c of the grounds, which zaid cherga-phell. be paild idirecily to the
. It ic further undarstood and ngrcm]e thar  the “atipulations, winresaj] ore to_apply tn and Nnd the

successors, personal representntives and assigns of the respective parties,

M“HEHE the Corporate sesl of the ynrty of the first part, and the signature of its
and the hand and seal of the party of the second

purt, this 2nd  day of Februsy 1942

[y
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It is weII known the saylng of Chassmhm that today we must five
with mesiras nefesh not die WIth mesiras nefesh s Living with
mesiras nefesh can be much more dlfhcult ;f _In our attempt to

strengthen our bond with the Rebbe and live s

ith the Rebbe, we

can take a glimpse into the stories of the Rebbe to offer us some
inspiration Presented below are short anecdotes, portraying
the theme of hlskashrus to the Rebbe, amongst other themes »*

A Jew's Sweat and Tears

LEL B BV

s a rule, the Rebbe would open all
Ahis correspondence. He would not
allow his secretaries to open even
one letter. When the (Rebbe's) secretaries
offered the Rebbe 2 small machine to open
the letters, the Rebbe rejected the suggestion

saying, "A Jew seals a letter with sweat and
tears, (and) I should open it with a machine?!"

(Rabbi S. V.)

Holiday for the Rebbe?

"Didn't all the Rebbeim go on holiday?" he
ventured to inquire.

The Rebbe answered that all the Rebbeim
had gone on vacation, "Because the Chasidim
fulfilled their responsibilities, so the Rebbe
was able to go on vacation. Now the
Chasidim go on vacation, so I must do the
work..."

(Rabbi S. M. Simpson)

A Healthy Rebbe

Rabbi Nissan Nemenov 1"y once asked the
Rebbe why he did not go on holiday.

In 5728 (1968) R. Sholom B. Deitsch n%p
suffered a heart attack. He received a blessing
from the Rebbe and recovered.

7.4



After his recovery, he went into yechidus
with the Rebbe. He was still weak and
wanted to ask the Rebbe for a blessing "for
health." His thoughts were confused and he
instead asked that "the Rebbe should be
healthy."

The Rebbe answered him: "If I will hear
good udings, I will be healthy."

(from his grandson, Shliach N. Schﬁsterman)

Ask not What the Rebbe Can _

do for You,
Ask What
You Can do

for the
Rebbe

The Rebbe often
complained, "When
somebody  wants

something from me,
they know where to
go, but when [ 'want

something..."

The Rebbe would
also say that people
stream to ask for
blessings, but when
there is good news
nobody informs
me...

The following
stories illustrate this
phenomenon:

o The Rebbetzin once told Rabbi L. Groner
that the Rebbe had mentioned that, when he
swings his arm or nods his head to enliven
the singing, everybody sings and dances. Is it
the same concerning learning? If the Rebbe
tells them to learn, do they learn?

{Rabbi L. Groner)

o On another occasion the Rebbe said,
"When it comes to 'lekach' the queues stretch
until who knows where. When it comes to
‘kos shel brocho’ people stand on line for

e The

four or five hours. However, when I make a
~ mivtza (campa.lgn) I don't see any queues by
- the secretaries’ office to report the success.

(Rabbi L. Groner)

Rebbe once told someone in
yechidus: "There was a time when
everybody had a brother, sister, father,
mother and Rebbe. Today, I am (pointing at
himself) the . . (Rebbe), brother, sister, father

and mother."

.(Rabbi L. Groner)
A man, who had ask the Rebbe brocho for

healthy  children,
forget to noufy the
Rebbe when his

child was born.

The Rebbe said to
him: ~"When you
suffered, 1 suffered
with you. Why
don't you let me

rejoice with you as
well?!"

(from the files of
Rabbi D. Dubov)

o Many people
would . spend
Shavuos with the -
Previous Rebbe.

The Previous Rebbe
once complained to
B the Rebbe that &t
© was very difficult for
him to deal with the
multitudes of guests.

The Rebbe remarked:

saying amongst the Chassidim, "There is no

sympathy on the Rebbe.' The Previous
Rebbe smiled, "True, but they don't have 1o
be so scrupulous in this matter.”

(Rabbi L. Pevsner)

Receiving an Answer From
the Rebbe

Each summer, my father »® would give a
shiur in South Street Seaport for the B'er
Miriam educational institution [established in

"There is a known -



the memory of a girl named Miriam
Gaerman n"y]. The shiur would incorporate
various Jewish subjects.

One year, before the new term, Mis.
Gaerman wrote to ask the Rebbe for a
brocho that the shiur would be successful. In
the lerter she also mentioned (to the Rebbe)
that they dida't have permission from the

Rebbe's response: °I thought I had already
answered. 7720 Y R

U
My father "¢ would explain the followmg

lesson when telling this story:

From here we see that as we Chassidim we
must write to the Rebbe. How the Rebbe
will answer is the Rebbe's worry.

"Every young man who saw the

Rebbe, should, each morning,

regardless of whether it is before

or after birchos hashachar
(morning blessings), go into a

corner and picture in his mind the
image of the [Previous] Rebbe. |
will give him the energy to do

what he has to."

Then, the

But we must do ours.

Rebbe will do his...

{Shliach Pesach Burston}

What am [ Amongst
Thousands of Black
Hats?!

While queuing to give 0"9 to the
Rebbe, a bochur and a shliach
chatted. The bochur asked the
shliach about the brocho of nama
7770 i nm (may you be written and

management for the shiur and a particular
security guard gave them trouble over this.

On the first day of the term my father, Mr.
and Mrs. Gaerman travelled together to the
shiur, and Mrs. Gaerman complained that she
had not received a response to her letter. The
others tried to explain to her that it would be
fine and one does not necessarily need a
response ‘written,
brocho.

in order to receive a

At B'er Miriam they were greeted by none
other than that very guard! Mrs. Gaerman
expected trouble. Suddenly the guard said,
"Ah, you're the Jewish philosophy group.
Long time no seel” Her husband turned to
her and winked, "See, there is your answer!"
Not only did the guard not cause any
problems, he even helped set up the tables!

Mrs. Gaerman, was still upset that the Rebbe
had not answered her letter. She decided to
write again to the Rebbe, expressing her
problem and her desire to receive an answer.

The Rebbe's reply came soon afterwards.
One of the Rebbe's secretaries relayed the

inscribed for a good year) which the
Rebbe conveys to each persen.

"How is it possible, that the brocho nama
naw nmm s intended specifically for me?
Besides which, how can the Rebbe give me
such brochos in my state? I surely don't
deserve such brochos!"

The Shliach explained that a normal person
would have such problems — not the Rebbe.
"He is your Rebbe and although you are only
one of thousands of black hats, he still kniows
you personally and showers his blessings
upon you. This is the greatness of the

Rebbe."

When their turn came in the gueue, the
bochur gave his 3" and the Rebbe blessed
him with “naw nenm pend He had
already taken a few steps to leave. when he
was called back. The Rebbe turned to him,
stared into his eyes, and repeated, "nam3d
Y AR,

{(Rabbi Qvadiah Goldman)



Informing ‘the Rebbe

A bochur once asked the Rebbe why he had
to report to the Rebbe abourt his success on
the various mivizoim campaigns.

The Rebbe explained that the Torah tells us,
"And Moshe reported the words of the
people to Hashem." Rashi struggles with the
question, "Why did Moshe have to report
back? Didn't Hashem know what the Jewish
people had said?"

Rashi interprets this as a lesson. The Torah
teaches us YR 117 from Moshe's example.
He did not say, "Since Hashem knows
everything, I don't have to report." It is
proper to report. '

The same, the Rebbe explained, is in this
case...

(from the files of Rabbi D. Dubov)

Think About the Rebbeim

A man came to the Rebbe during the Rebbe's
first year as Rebbe (5710 — 1950), complaining
about certain problems in his life.

The Rebbe asked him why he only thought
of himself.

"Whom should I think of, if not myself?" he
explained.

"Simply think about the Baal Shem Tov, the
[Mezritcher] Maggid, the Alver Rebbe, the
Mittler Rebbe, the Tzemach Tzedek, the
Rebbe Maharash, the Rebbe Rashab, and the
Previous Rebbe...

{from the files of one of Anash)

Being Connected

The Rebbe answered, "Nigleh and Chassidus”
(the revealed and hidden parts of the Tarah).

{heard from his son, Sholom DovBer}

The Room That
Sorrgws

Carries

Reb Shmuel once went to the Rebbe for
Yechidus and among his questions, he asked

the Rebbe how to be mekushar {connected)
to the Rebbe.

The Rebbe re;ponded, "Learn what I learn.”

Reb Shmuel asked, "What does the Rebbe
learn?"

The Rebbe once challenged someone in
Yechidus, "It's been a long tume since I've
heard anything from you." The Chassid rold
the Rebbe thar, since the Rebbe hears so
many sorrowful stories from Jews all over the
world, he did not want to add to them. The
Rebbe was not sausfied, "Do you see this
room? It could carry the burden of the
sorrows of all the Jews..."

The Chassid replied, "It is written "If there is
a worry in the heart, the person should
remove it." If a person removes his heart he
will discover a stone heavier than his heart.”



The Rebbe answered, "This room is capable
of receiving all the stones that fall from
the hearts of all Jews...."

{from the files of one of Anash)

The "Tzemach Tzedek"

In the early 1960'S the Rebbe told Rabbi
Yosef  Goldstein  "Yosef, do not
underestimate the amazing responsibility that
Divine Providence has placed upon you; to
be the pipeline through which two hundred
people can hear a word of the Baal Shem
Tov, Mezritcher Maggid, Mittler Rebbe,
Tzemach Tzedek, Rebbe Maharash, Rebbe
Rashab, the Previous Rebbe . . and the
Tzemach Tzedek..."

Editors note: It seems the

from the Ohel, he saw people standing
waiting for him. The Rebbe asked Dr,
Resnilk, "Why are they standing outside?"

The Rebbe then added, "They should not
follow me physically, but spiritually."

{from the files of Rabhi M.A. Seligson}

The Rebbe...

The Rebbe once related that before Reb
Avrohom Paris travelled to Eretz Yisroel in
the years 5707-08 (1947-48) he said, "May we

merit that we soon meet with the [Previous]
Rebbe."

The Previous Rebbe turned to him, surprised
" And what about Moshiach?!"

Bewildered at the question he told the Rebbe
in all simplicity, "The

second reference to the
Tzemach Tzedek was a

' The Rebbe then

Rebbe 15 Moshiach.”
[When the Rebbe told the
above story, he smiled

veiled reference to the Said, "TEH YOUT . mimicking Reb
Rebbe, who shares his . Avrohom's gestures of
o | father that the ol ]

(heard from the nwnn »3) - Baa] Shem Tov is (Rabhi D. Goldstein)
I'm Here for

That Reason...

A woman once entered
yechidus and the Rebbe
asked her why her

in 770 Eastern
Parkway, on the
second floor."

The
Menorah
The Rebbe's Chanukah

menorah was very simple.

Rebbe's

husband had not asked the

Rebbe about parnossa. She answered that her
husband didn't want to waste the Rebbe's
precious time.

The Rebbe answered, "That's exactly what
I'm here for..."

(from the files of one of Anash)

het houl " be True
Chassidim

When someone offered the
Rebbe a silver menorah to
the Rebbe. The Rebbe told him that he
insisted on using the same one as the previous
Rebbe had used. The Rebbe accepted the

silver menorah, but did nor use .

Rabbi ].J. Hecht also offered to replace the
Chanukah menorah that was in the Rebbe's
room. The Rebbe said that he had received it
from the Previous Rebbe, so how could he
change 1t (another version: it is impossible to

be changed),
{heard from one of Anash}

The Picture on the Wall

n Sunday, the fifteenth of Teves 5738
(1977), when the Rebbe was returning

In the year 5712 (1952) when one of the
Shluchim went into yechidus, the Rebbe
demanded -something from him and said,

L'y



"Every young man who saw the Rebbe,
should, each morning, regardless of whether
it is before or after birchos hashachar
(morning blessings), go into a cormer and
picture in his mind the image of the
[Previous] Rebbe. It will give him the energy
to do what he has to0."

{Rabbi Y.D. Groner)

The Baal Shem Tov is in 770

No Matter What...

On Chol Hamoed Sukkos 5710 (1949) the
Rebbe was leading a Chassidishe Farbrengen,
and asked one of those present, "How many
people daven in your fathers shul?"

"About one hundred,” the man answered.

"Did he ever bring them to the Previous
Rebbe?" the Rebbe inquired.

The man answered, "Probably not."

"If your father knew that the Baal Shem Tov
is found in our peneration," the Rebbe
continued, "would he bring them 1t
him?"

"Yes," he replied.

The Rebbe then said, "Tell your father
that the Baal Shem Tov is 1n 770 Eastern
Parkway, on the second floor." '

{from the files of Rabbi D. Pubov)

Trust

On Yud Shvat 5715 (1955), a man came
to seek a blessing for his daughter-in-law
who was seriously ill. The Rebbe gave
him a piece of cake and a blessing.

During the farbrengen the
informed that the situation was so
terrible that the doctors warned that she
only had a few hours to live. The man
went up to the Rebbe in the middle of
the maamar (discourse} melody, and told
the Rebbe about the sitvation.

The Rebbe lowered his hat over his face
and said, "Is it her fault, that you don't
have any trust in me?!"

man was

{heard from one of those present at the
farbrengen)

On Shabbos Mevorchim Iyar 5711 (1951)
there was a big farbrengen (Chassidic
gathering) in 770, during which the Rebbe
asked to bring him a Gemara Sanhedrin.
After the Rebbe finished looking up what he
was looking for, he placed the Gemara on his
lap.

The Rebbe sat at the head of the table and to
his left was Reb Moshe Gourary of Tel-Aviv.
Reb Moshe suggested to the Rebbe that he
hold the Gemara by his place. The Rebbe
asked, "Why?" IMe answered, "So that the
Rebbe should not be burdened to hold the

sefer.”

The Rebbe commented, "Mah nafshach
(either way...} - if I'm . . (a Rebbe) nothing is
a burden, and if it is difficult then it's a waste
of time for all of you to sit here."

'(heér_cl from one of Anash)




A Few Simple Words

The Rosh-Yeshiva of 770 Reb Yisroel Y.
Piekarsky n"y related: One year when I went
to the Rebbe to receive a blessing of
departure, before I went to Eretz Yisroel, the
Rebbe was very interested to know exactly
when I was returning. I told the Rebbe all
the details of my flight itinerary.

"The Rebbe was alarmed by this and said,
"Why do you have to stay so long?! You can
come back a couple days earlier! 1 didn't
quite understand this as everything was
already arranged, since it came from the
Rebbe's mouth, I obeyed and left Eretz
Yisroel at the time the Rebbe had suggested.

I later heard that the plane I was supposed to
have been on had crashed into the waters of
Bulgaria.

~~{heard from-one of Anash)

The Loftiest Level

In the year 5707 (1947) when the Rebbe was
in Paris, he lead a farbrengen (Chassidic
Gathering) and discussed seven levels of
hiskashrus (bond to the Rebbe). The Rebbe
added "However, these do not reach Lhe level
that maamod (monéys given for the

Hearing this, the Chassid was very surprised,
the nurses or the doctors had written the
time on the birth certificate immediately after
the birth.

Being a Chassid, he lost no time questioning
the hospital personnel, who all told him that
the time recorded on the birth certificate was
definitely the exact time of birth. They
explained how careful they were in their
records.

Knowing that the Rebbe was bothered by
this he did not suffice with these replies. He
made a big commotion, asking all the nurses

who had been on duty for details.

After much interrogation, one of the nurses
recalled that although they usually fill out the
birth certificate immediately, in this case they
had not. Due to the difficulties involved in
the delivery, they were unable to fill it out
until only twenty minutes or so later. By
that time, they had forgotten the exact time
of birth, so they wrote that time instead.

When the secretary reported the news to the
Rebbe, the Rebbe explained:

"Hearing that a Jewish woman was in such a

Rebbe's personal needs) can attain.”
The Rebbe concluded, "I'm not
saying this as a son-in-law but as a

Chassid.

{Rabbi M. Kluvgant)

A True Shepherd

A young Chassid once notified the
Rebbe, that his wife was having
difficulty giving birth, and asked
the Rebbe for his brocho. The
Rebbe gave his blessing and the

"Hearing that a Jewish woman

was in such a dangerous and

desperate situation | was unable
to sleep. 1 stayed restlessly awake

until she gave birth. When |

received the correspondence that
told of a later time of birth | knew
it could not be true. At that time |

had already fallen asleep...

woman gave birth to a healthy
child.

‘ Subsequently, the Chassid wrote the Rebbe
about the birth adding the time of the birth,
which had been later.

When the Rebbe read this he asked his
secretary to verify the exact time of the birth.

be

dangerous and desperate situation I was
unable to sleep. I stayed restlessly awake
until she gave birth. When I received the
correspondence that told of an later time of
birth I knew it could not be true. At that
time I had already fallen asleep...

# o a3k



This story illustrates more than an amazing
miracle.

The Rebbe was unable to sleep until the
woman gave birth.

The Rebbe would receive tens and hundreds
of letter on a daily basis. These included
requests for advice and blessings in all fields
and subjects. Every second of the Rebbe's
life was occupied in helping another Jew in
any martter, as we say in our prayers, "To
perfect the world under the sovereignty of
the Almighty." When the Rebbe heard about
this woman's predicament he was unable to
sleep!

If this one occurrence bothered the Rebbe so,
how did the thousands of letters received

daily affect the Rebbe?

Perhaps the Rebbe's selfless devotion to every
Jew can be better appreciated based on-the
words of the Rebbe ~ quoting the Previous
Rebbe — during the farbrengen on Simchas
Torah 5716 (1955):

"In Shir Hashirim (Song of Songs), King
Shlomo (the wisest of all men) compares the
love berween Hashem and the Jewish people
1o the love berween husband and wife. Since
the love between husband and wife is the
deepest love found in this world, he uses this

love as a parable.

However, contim;ed the Previous Rebbe, had
King Shlomo been living in our tmes, he

would have used the love of a Rebbe to a
Chassid and a Chassid to 2 Rebbe as the
parable. 'This love is even greater than the
love between husband and wife, since there is

no greater love then that of a Rebbe and
Chassid!

King Shlomo continues in.Proverbs, "As in
water, face reflects face so does the heart of
man to man.”

Let us return at least a little of the love thar
the Rebbe gives us. To reciprocate love
equally would be impossible, but we can (and

must) at least offer a microcosm of the
Rebbe's love.

To think for even one second about the
tremendous love the Rebbe showed 1o every
Jew, specifically to every single one of Anash.
Such love is unsurpassed...

Let.us. think.about this and arouse our hearts
to double and triple our connection with the

Rebbe and to fulfil all his wishes forever.
Then, certainly, we will speedily be reunited.

"May we merit to see the Rebbe down.
below, in a boedy . . and he will redeem
us"!
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Despite the geographical distance, South Africans
have merited a close relationship with the Rebbe
¥ Many of us have received letters from the
Rebbe y¥ Many have had yechidus ¥ Some have
experienced revealed miracles from the Rebbe
Rather than read of experiences from abroad, let
us read our own ¥ Much of the following
material has never been published previously ¥




Without any notion of who the "Rebbe" is, a family writes
to the Rebbe requesting a brocho 3 One thing leads to
another, and soon they find themselves facme this "Rebbe"
% The Rebbe's brochos — not just a med:cal success story
pg TZ|Ia Katzel relates her experlences with the Rebbe ¥

by Tzﬂa Katzel
]ohannesburg, South Afrlca

o matter how : articulate

relationship with the Rebbe seems S0

underrated and futile, In-truth I could write paml:mg, carchers and of course Morah Dini's

and still, you, the reader would only know= singing sessions.

chapters about my experience with the Rebbe.

the basics.

It is with much difficulty that I Write this_
synopsis, as my memories though deep are
child-like and not totally resolute. To make
matters easter for me I will start at the
beginning. ln advance, I thank my mother
who 1s always there to refresh my memory or
simply to contribute on an issue or an
instance as only mothers know how to do.

At the age of five I was diagnosed with a rare
and unexplained disease called precocious
puberty. My parents went into a flat panic, as
doctor after doctor expressed hopelessness.
Millions of questions were left unanswered
and much whispering and amateur prognoses
filled the hours of those days. I was the child
and did not fully understand or even care. At
that stage my parents were not observant and
a religious guidance did not even feature in

3%

or_ '.
intellectual ‘one is, trylng to make
others understand : ones. personal

thEH EVEryday doctor, [feﬂtfﬂeﬂt answers
search. o

‘At that tirﬁe" I'was a pupil at the Bernard

Patley nursery. - school en;oymg fmger
It was Dimt Groner's

continuous concern in my well being that

+ prompted my parents to eventually write to

the Rebbe; Dini was informed about my
condition on diagnosis and suggested to my
parents to write to the Rebbe. In a wave of
desperation my parents agreed without even
the notion of who this "Rebbe" was.

The answer, which arrived, was a basic
brocho and a few days later my parent heard
of a doctor in Cape Town who had possible
advice. My parents wrote a second time and
the answer received was that the Rebbe
would remember us at the Ohel. The uip to
Cape Town was the first bit of medical
success after a long string of failure. The
opuon arose to go .to a hospital in
Massachusetts, which was beginning a
paediatric endocrinology wing, and their
main research was that of precocious puberty.
A drug had been formulated that could



reverse and slow down the processes of this

disease, however it was still in experimental
stages and nothing was guaranteed.

Again my parents were urged to write to the
Rebbe on whether to go to the US and
follow up on the information received in
Cape Town. The Rebbe responded by telling
my parents to seek advice from a doctor and
from a family member who is a doctor thus
two opinions should be sought. One of my
uncles, who was very involved in my case
from the beginning was consulted and of
course the doctor in Cape Town. Both
concluded that going to Boston would be the
best idea as the current treatment [ was
receiving was not working.

In 1980 my mother and I took our first of
many trips to America. We were going to go
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straight to Boston but agéih Dini Groner
suggested to my mom to stop off first in New
York and consult the Rebbe.

The first time I saw the Rebbe is extremely
vivid in my mind. I remember the huge
wooden door of 770 with those numbers
posttioned diagonally across the door and the
mosaic on the floor of the entrance leading to
the offices on the left and next to that the
large tzedoka box. My mother had no idea as
to what the Rebbe looked like while I on the
other hand had an idea owing to my nursery
school education. It was my turn to introduce
my mother to a phenomenon I knew about.

At mincha time, the Rebbe walked from his
office to the Beis Midrash and we were
waiting for his entrance along with many
others from all different countries, especially



France. Awe is a \terjr difficult word to define

and equally difficult to feel but the first time T
saw the Rebbe it was undcubtedly awe that I
felt. T was forced to the front and my mother
being ever so South African got lost in the"

commonon somewhere at the back

The Rebbe walked past and gave each Chlld

standmg there a coin to give to- tzedoka :

When he arrived at me I took the coin and he
told me to put it in _the tzedoka box. "He
then looked up directly into my mother's
eyes, knowing who we were and why we
were there. I will never forget the bright blue
of the Rebbe's eyes that looked through all
that. is mundane and directly irto one's soul.
I took the coin and put it into the tzedoka
box much to the shrieks of everyone around,

as the normal practice was to exchange the

coin of the Rebbe wn:h another and keep the
Rebbe's one.

We stayed “in’ Crown Hexghts for  the -

weekend and saw the Rebbe many times and
each time he stopped and’ persona]ly spoke o
me whether to ask 1f I had a letter in the

unportance of tzedoka

We left and Went to Boston I was in the

..hospu:al for a feW days being, tested and

eventually I was accepted into the treatment
program. My parents were again informed of
there being no guarantée and that all the
treatment was experimental. While still in the
hospital my mother returned to New York
to have a yechidus with the Rebbe. She had a
6 minute session in which the Rebbe spoke 1o
her of my condition, the Rebbe said that it
would take 2 long period of time and much
medication but in the end I would be one
hundred percent healthy. He gave a brocho
for a refuah shelema.

Three months later my condition was
stabilised. I was the only child on the

'orah or Just to tell me again about the

program that stabilised almost immediately
and again- the  only one who mever
experienced any setbacks or complications
with the drug. I conn.nued to go to America
three to four times a year to receive treatment

*and at the age of 12 T went for my last time

and was. proclaimed a successful case. Each

" time I went the Rebbe was first visited and

brochos were continuously - given. Every
letter 1 wrote I received an answer for and
even after the treatment my letters were
always answered and success followed me.

Many people have extra ordinary experiences
with the Rebbe, but how many of them are
children? I know now how privileged I was
to know a tzaddik and even more so to
actually have a deeper connection. I may be a
medical success story but more so I am the
Rebbe's success story.

When I heard of the Rebbe's passing, I was

on 4 uny sertlemient “inthe middle of the

Shomron, 5 minutes away from Shchem. A
group of us had gone down to help the forty -

families there with developing their "illegal"
settlement (so the Labor government had
; proclamled it).  T'was devastated I had no

idea as to how I would carry on in this world

‘without the Rebbe's gmdance and assistance.
The OIll‘Y comfort T felt was When aud.mg' e

theses' people becaiise I was helping in the
struggle for a united Jewish state of Israel and
doing what the Rebbe had been speaking
about for the last few years — keeping Eretz
Yisrael ours.

If only we could all emulate the ways of the
Rebbe. The Rebbe's kindness and strong
compassion, the Rebbe's love of Am and
Eretz Yisrael and the Rebbe's graceful, non-
judgmental approach when dealing with
human beings.




When Tzi{ah was 5 1/2 years old she wrote the Rebbe, informing the Rebbe of her
progress in school and other good tidings. Tzifah also wished the Rebbe a Happy

Birthday and asked when Moshiach will arrive.

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

Lubcrviich
770 Eoslern Parkway
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213

Hyacinth 39250

By the Grace of G-d
£th of Iyar, 5742
Zrooklyn, . Y.
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"1 received your lettér and was pleased

+to re=d that you are, Baruch HaShem, gettirg
ey G*d send you a complete Refua, so

well.
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+hat you could devote yourself even more to
learning G-d's Torah and doing His Kitzvoth in "~

good hezlth and with gladness of heart.

%o doubt you know of the saying of our
Szges of blessed memory, Yogato u'otzoso,
namely, that
cre iz certain to succeed.

With blessing, .ij;

J¢

when one makXes the proper effort,



Not able to write the Rebbe all his requests, he is dumbfounded
as the Rebbe takes the words from his mind ¥ Asking for advice
and a brocho for a life and death situation, the Rebbe guides
them through a most difficuit circumsiance 3 Rabbi Yosef and
Bassie Medalie share some of their experiences with the Rebbe

by Rabbi Yosef Medalie
Advocate .
Johannesburg, South Africa

near the Rebbe for Tishrei. One of the
hmain purposes of my trip was to have a
yechidus with the Rebbe after the Yomim
Tovim. There were 5 or 6 topics on which I
wanted the Rebbe's advice and brocho. 1
carefully prepared a Yoy (note) with these set
out.

In 5739 (1978) I went to New York to be

The number of guests and others who
qualified for yechidus was extremely large.
The night was going to be a very long one.
Priority was given to the elderly and tw
couples with young children, then families,
then couples and so on. As I was alone
(although married) I would have to wait unul

near the end, just ahead the bochurim.

From the outset Rabbi Laibel Groner begged
each of us to write only our names for a
brocho. Neo elaboration or specific topics
were allowed as this would increase the time
required for each person. Reasoning that I
had come so far and. the topics I had chosen
were important to me, I ignored his request
and kept my 50p2 as it was. '

The night wore on and Rabbi Groner kept

urging people to comply. I re-wrote my
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Svyx, shortening it, but retaining the 5 or 6
topics and continued preparing for yechidus.

In the small hours of the morning, with
Rabbi Groner's constantly repeated requests,
1 decided to do the proper thirg as a chosid ~
and what would be, would be. I re-wrote my
Yopx containing only my name at the top of
the page.

On entering the Rebbe's room I handed the
Rebbe the Yuyx with only my name on it
The Rebbe took the paper and perused it
stowly from top to botiom, as if there were
words written throughout the entire page.
While doing so he flexed the paper between
his hands.

After a short while, the Rebbe looked at me
and answered each one of the topics I had
written on my original 503, and to the best
of my recollection, in the same order.

A
by Bassie Medalie

N hortly after my parents came to
, America, in about 1955, my mother
b’ became ill. She was admitted to the
Brooklyn Jewish Hospital.




The doctors told my father that the situation
was extremely serious . . that it was a life
threatening emergency. They informed my

father that ‘an emergcncy operauon was

necessary immediately.
feared the worst.

My father did not want to proceed Without___

the Rebbe's consent.: “He: told the doctor 510

wanted the operation done. Meanwhile he
ran to 770 to ask the Rebbe. He approached
the Rebbe as the Rebbe came out for mincha
and told the Rebbe the doctors' prognosis.
The Rebbe lifted his hand, as if to belittle the
notion and said, "MV R 1IRB DHNOPT T R
_ "aAh, the doctors are making a mistake!"

My father returned to the hospital and rold
the doctors that he did not want them to
operate. The doctors pleaded with him o
change his mind, reprimanding him and
finally called him an ignorant greenhorn
from Europe. My father insisted that there
was to be no operation.

The hospital staff had him sign a form,
releasmg the hospirtal of any responsibility.

The next day one of the doctors approached

Otherwise they : mY father with an’ important message He

told my father that the nurses had mixed up
the files of my mother, in her twenties at the
time, with those of an 80 year old woman in

_‘the next bed
wait, and soon he would tell ‘them if ‘he

%, nce during yechidus with our entire
[ family, the Rebbe turned to my
" sister Chani "nn, who was five
years old at the time, and asked her if she
could recite the Shema.  She replied
affir'natwcl" "The Rebbe then told her to say
the Shema. She replied, 1vn T8V VvoRIo MR”
mpy - "so plainly we may not" ( = say the
Shema, for no reason). The Rebbe, smiling,
pointed to the window, saying, W VPN DY
TN PV PP poore — "It is already getting

~dark, you may already say..."




The Rebbe's personal attention given to her children ¥ His
brochos for all that she wants but hasn't yet asked the Rebbe
3¢ Mrs. Estie Ash telis of her first experience with the Rebbe

Interviewed by: The Rebbe's Shluchim
Yeshivas Ohr Menachem — Lubavitch
Johannesburg, South-Africa

went to see the Rebbe. I took along
two of my children, Urie] and Eitan
.

Shavuos 5741 (1981) was the first time I

" Although I wasn't aware when it happened, I
soon discovered that the Rebbe had
distributed siddurim to all the children. I

really felt it was important that the children

get their own siddurim from the Rebbe, but,
try as I may there didn't seem to be au)r Wa}r
to get them.

A short while after Shavuos we merited 0
enter the Rebbe's room for yechidus. As was
the system at the time, I wrote a letter to the
Rebbe and gave it to Rabbi Groner before
entering yechidus,
bring letters in to the Rebbe.

In that yechidus the Rebbe turned to Ur1el.
then 6, and asked if he knew the prayers,

from the 11mo.

can’ recnfy that?"

We were not allowed to

Uriel, knowing that all the other kids had
received a 1Y, but he hadn't, told the
Rebbe, "I don't have ane.”

"You don't have a ‘11'TTD>" the Rebbe asked in
surprise.

‘I have one, but not like all the other
ch11dren got," said Uriel.

" 'The Rebbe's face broke out into a huge smile

and he asked Uriel, "How do you think we
The Rebbe then called
Rabbi L. Groner, and told him to get two

_ um*nv

While Rabb1 Groner was getting the o™imo,

" the Rebbe asked Uriel to recite some parts of

the davemng, which Uriel did.

The Rebbe turned to me and gave me
brochos for all the things I had asked for in
the letter that was sitting in Rabbi Groner's
office outside!
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Travelling overseas to yeshiva at the tender age of fourteen, Rabbi
Koppel Bacher became the first South African born student to
study in the Tomchei Tmimim yeshivos 3 Ever since he arrived in
New York as a young bochur, he continuously received much kiruv
from the Rebbe ¥ Moving back to South Africa after he was
’*marned Koppel became “involved “in ‘Chabad outreach activities,
‘serving as: a catalyst for Chabad Lubavitch in South Africa *
Rabbl Koppel Bacher tells. of his relationshlp with the Rebbe

B "'.'Interviewed by: Théﬁ Rébbe's 'Shluchirn
' Yeshivas Ohr Menachem — Lubavstch
]ohannesburg, South AffIEa '

Koppel receiving dollars from the Rebbe

qo



Off to Yeshiva

n 1955, when Rabbi Koppel Bacher was

fourteen years old, his father, being

concerned about his chinuch, decided to
send him to yeshiva overseas. Koppel's father
had a close friendship with Rabbi Yosef
Wineberg. As a result of this relationship he
became attached to the Previous Rebbe. This
can be seen in the many years of frequent
correspondence between the Previous Rebbe,
the Rebbe and Mr. Bacher. (In fact, he had
the great zechus to be the benefactor of the
ohel for the Previous Rebbe which today is
also the resting place of our holy Rebbe).

Rabbi Wineberg, at the request of Mr. Bacher
asked the Rebbe if Koppel should atrend
yeshiva in America. The reply was positive.
When Koppel first arrived in Crown Heights,

and throughout his yéshiva years, he merited

great kiruv from the Rebbe.
In the early years, at
farbrengens, the Rebbe
would give him cake and ask
hiri to say lechaim both for
himself and for his father. In
one of the letters to Mr.
Bacher, the Rebbe mentions

that . he would observe
Koppel at  farbrengens
without Koppel's -
knowledge. -
Technical
Assistance

In a vyechidus for his
birthday, Koppel once told
the Rebbe that he was having
difficulty in’ preparing for a
government examination in
geometry = for which he
needed a brocho. The Rebbe
smiled and gave him advice

followed by a brocho.

In 1957, Koppel spent- six
months in Pitsburgh where
he had the privilege of living
in the home of Rabbi
Zalman Shimon Dworkin
who later became the Rav of

Lubavitch. Thereafter, Koppel spent 5 years
in Montreal learning in yeshiva. In 1959,
Koppel arranged to bring a group of 25
youngsters from the primary and high
schools to New York for Yud Shvat. As it
was a unique occurrence for a large group t
visit the Rebbe, he allowed them to come
into his room where he said a special sicha in
their honour. For some reason, Koppel was

‘not in the room. The Rebbe sent for him

before beginning the sicha as it was his group.
It became an annual event for students from
Montreal to come for Yud Shvat and have a
special yechidus.

Visits to South Africa

During the five year period in Montreal, the
Rebbe did not allow Koppel to go home
although he did ask for permission every

Koppel receving his aliyah on Hoshana Rabbah

Lt



"year. He, therefore, missed the weddings of

both a brother and a sister. The Rebbe had
. always given -Koppel some good reason for
not allowing him to go. Finally in 1962, he
returned to South Africa accompanied by
~ Rabbi Shmuel' Pesach Bogomilsky to do
Merkos Shlichus throughout South Africa.

| ‘Sétﬂiﬁg in South Africa

In Tammuz of 1964, Koppel and Selma goﬁ

married. Although Koppel's parents wanted

them to live in South Africa, they felt that it

was no place for Chassidic Jews. The Rebbe

thought ‘otherwise but’ wanted Koppels

parents to be happy about this move. They, -

‘of course, accepted the Rebbe's opinion and
Koppel and Selma

came 1o
]ohannesburg '

hve in

| ,,Developmg Chabad m
South Africa |

7 VlSltS to the Rebbe

Shlomo and Lindy Levin. This programme
was subsequently repeated with equal success.

Koppel had hoped that  Shmuel ~would
become a permanent shliach to South Africa.
However, the Rebbe said that one cannot
build one place by breaking another.
Therefore, he persisted in asking the Rebbe
for a permanent shliach. = One -of the
candidates was Rabbi Laibel Grorer ‘who
wanted very much to come. The Rebbe did
not agree because he already had children of
school age. The Rebbe told Koppel that he
must look for a shliach who did not yet have |
children so that he would have time to
establish a school '

Through the recommendamon of Rabbl

"Aizik Shwei of Montreal, the Lipskars were

_nommated and arrlved in ]ohannesburg in..
' 1972 ' : '

' Koppei was 1nstrumental m brmgmg Chabadr "
“the”
encouragement of Rabb1 Bérnhiard and a afew:
founded - the -Lubavitch . Youth_

South Afnca He, with
others;
Orga.msauon : In 1968
to South Africa for the first
programme under the auspices of Lubavitch,
South Africa. Among the "success stories" of

that first "Encounter With Chabad" are

London,

thIS organisation

' Koppel visited the Rebbe at least once a year 7_ B
“ont Simchas Torah. On' one visit, his flight
© was- delayed and" Koppe] arrived late..

caused him to miss' his a.tmual aliyah on .
Hoshannah Rabbah - MOrMIng, -

Rebbe would always give a strong message
about the future of the Jews in South Africa.
On the day of President Mandela's release
from Prison, Koppel received the following

Koppel wishing President Zalman Shazar a Happy Birthday
i

‘This

- This was, '

- noticed by the Rebbe who qi.iestioned Koppel
brought Rabbi Shmuel Lew, a shliach 0 hen giving-him-lekach later that day. The-



The group Koppel arranged to visit the Rebbe for Yud Shvat. Koppe! is standing on the far right.

message from the Rebbe: "Give over in my
name that nobody should be afraid as
everything will be good untl the coming of
Moshiach, ‘and aftet that for sure (it will be
good).
would join Koppel on these visits. Once
during a yechidus after Simchas Torah, the

Rebbe gave Shaul - then age 5 - a silver

‘dollar. He told Shaul that he was already
giving him Chanukah gelt as Shaul would not
be there for Chanukah

At another yechldus Koppel was present
with his son Sholem (age €). During the
yechidus the Rebbe turned to Sholem and
asked him if he knew what it means to be a
Levi to which he gave no answer. The Rebbe
then told him to ask his father to teach him
the Avodah for he certainly will be present

On several occasions -the’ fmly.'

amongst the Leviim in the Beis Hamikdosh
and he should know what his responsibilities
will be.

' Koppel and his w1fe were in yec}ndus in 1975

(Yud Tes Kislev). . During this yechidus
Koppel told the Rebbe that they would not
be in New York for Yud Shvat (the 25th
anniversary of the. Rebbe's - leadership).
Therefore, he was giving the Rebbe a gift of
money in multiples of twentyfive. The
Rebbe responded that Koppel and his wife
must do twenty-five pe'ulos before Yud
Shevat. As they were leaving the room, the
Rebbe looked up and added with a smile "~
and twenty-six is also ok."

The kiruv which Koppel recewed on all his
Visits was very nonceable




Yiddishe Nachas
The Rebbe writes Koppel's father that he observes Koppel at the farbrengens in 770.
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Bar Mitzvah
The following letter the Rebbe sent to Koppel in honour of his Bar Mitzuah.

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON WRDURMS 2187 TN
Lubavitch .
770 Eaostern Parkway ' wh “33'\‘_‘?
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

MPINE e TN
HYacinth 3-8250 23 phpa

By the Grace of G-d
15th of Shevat,571hk
Breooklyn 13, N. Y.

Mr. Hopel Bacher
59 Delvers Street
Johanneshurg, S.A.

Sholonr uBrocho:

. I was pleased to be informed that you will celebrate
. your Bar Mitzvah this coming Shabbos, when the Sidra Yisro
will be read. This being the Shabbos of ¥abolas Hatorah,
3t will surely add to the significance and inspiration which
“the occasion will brinz you. I send you my blessing that you
should grov up into a fine Jew, vhich means one who lives his
"1ife in accordance uwith our holy Torah, observing the ditzvoth.
This road in 1ife i€ full of light, but it should be Turther
illuminated by the teachings of Chassidism, which reveal the
richness and abundance of the light of our faith, our Torah
atd Mitzvoth. '

Bar-Mitzvah is a festival matking the time when a Tewish
boy becomes a fully gqualified member of our holy nation. Yet
it is not like the other festivals, for on the day of Bar
Mitzvah -~ if it does not occur on Shabbos or on a festival,
work is permitted, and Tachunun 1s said in prayer.

There is a lesson in this for the Bar Mitzvah boy:

Although Bar lMitzvah is a great and Jjoyful event, it
also places on the boy all the duties, responsibilities and
privileges that belong to a fully qualified Jew. Such an
event cannot be celebrated by a stoppage of work. On the
contrary, it calls for increased efforts immediately, showing
that the Bar Mitzvah bov has become an active member of our
people, according to the requirements of our holy Torah.

But in the course of work, especially in the beginning,
it is possible to make mistakes without knowing them. That
is why the Bar Mitzvah boy says Tachnun on this day, even
though it is his festival. For Tachnun is a confession of
the mistakes which he may have made, and a prayer for forgive-
ness, together with a resolution never to repeat them again.
It is a2 resolution to be better, purer, and holier, that is,
to be worthier of the name 'Jew'! in the fullest sense of the
word, N

With the blessing of Mazraltov to you and ali the family,
and may your near and dear ones have lots of Yiddish Nachas

from you, - )
4517 ,;1fﬁﬁééifzaw;&41

Hs



Encouragement

The Rebbe encourages Koppel to put forth even more effort in his studies.
Note: The signature [of Rabbi N. Mindel] is signed by the Rebbe.

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRTURIWT 271010 1mn
Lubavitch wRMIRIN?

770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

TIPINE TWOOR 770
HYacinth 3-9250 2P
By the Grace of G-d

3rd of Shevat, 5719

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr. Avrohom Koppel
526% Park Avenue
Montreal 8, Que.

Greeting and Blessing:

After the long interval, I recelved your letter of the

21st of Teveth, in which you write about your progress

in the Lubaviteher Yeshiva in Montreal. I trust that this

has given you further encouragement to apply yourself with
ever-growing devotion and diligence to your studies. For,

as our Rabbls have emphasized, nothing is obtained without

due effort. The same applies also to all matters of practical
service and the observance of the Mitzvoth with true sub-
mission, and with a lively animation.

In connection with your birthday, which you mentloned, I
trust you will have observed it 1n the customary way that
Lubavitcher students observe their birthdays, and that you
have made appropriate resolutions on this propitious day, and
may G-d bless you with success.

As requested, I will remember your niece in prayer, and I hore
you have gooé news to report. '

Wi .
wWith blessmg?\}\{;}c\?w

Yé



Advice from the Rebbe

In this letter the Rebbe advises Koppel on his question regarding groudng a beard. The
Rebbe also addresses the issue of how to spend the summer months.

RABBl MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON NRTNRIY 27100 TN
Lubavitch BBRMIRIN?
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

TRPIRE yuew 770
HYacinth 3-9250 Ja e
By the Grace of G-d

5th of Iyar, 9719

- Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr. Abraham Koppel Bacher
5265 Park Ave,
Montreal 8, Que.

Greeting and Blessing:

I received your letter, in which you write about your younger
sister Sarah, who is now in South Africa living with your
famlly, and whether it would be advisable to bring her to
Montreal, etec., in order to provide her with a better Jewlsh
environment and educational facilities.

If your sister, who I understand is 12 years old, is not too
pampered and is sufficiently grown for her age, it would be
advisable to bring her to a plaCe'where“the“environmentrand
education of Jewish daughters is on a higher level, such as
Montreal or New York, especially where there are friends of
the family.

With regard to the guestion about growing a beard, and how you
should feel about it, etc., this is certainly for yourself to
decide. However, since a person 1is likely to be subjective,
it would sibge be advisable for you to discuss the matter with
your Roshel Yeshiva, who kKnow you personally and could help
you make a decision in this matter.

As for the question how to make use of the summer in the best
possible way, 1t would be well to divide the summer, SO that
part of the %ime you should learn together with a friend, and
also devote several weeks to travel as a representative of the
Merkos L'Inyonel Chinuch, or be a counselor in the Camp Gan
Israel.

T trust that you observe the three daily Shiurim of Chumash,
7illim and Tanya, and that you are generally learning with
diligence and devotion, and may G-d bless you with success.

Hoping to hear good news from you,
with blessing,

u ,,

— o



Fatherly Care

In this letter the Rebbe shows his concern for Koppel's progress in yeshiva.

RABB! MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON WRTMRMIY 27100 Tmn
- Lubavilch wRMKRITY
770 Eastemn Parkway
Brookiyn 13, N. Y.

™PIRE RO 770
HYacinth 3.9250 a3 P
By the Grace of G-d

16th of Sivan, 5719

Brooklyn, K. Y.

Mr. Abrahar (3acher JEoppel

R265 Park Ave.
Montreal &, Gue.

Greeting and Zlessing:

T received your letter of the 2nd of Sivan, and, as requested,
1 am replying to it on a priority oasis.

You write ahout the supgesticn znd reguest that yeu visit your
home in Souta Africea. h

Judying by the reports that 1 liave received aocut you from the
Yeshiva administration in recent wmonins, I was glad to note ihat
you have peen mraking good progress, especially more recently, and
at a much greater pace than in past years. wnatever the explana-
tion may ve, it is clear, however, that when & person generally,
and a young perscn in particular, is enjoying z periocd of exception-
al progress, it is not advisavle to interrupt it, even for a short
time. In view of this, it is my definite cpinion that this is not
the time for you to make a visit at home, although I surely realize
now your parents are anxious to see you, and how much you would
alsc like te see them. For, above all, it sioulé pe remembered
that these are the years which lay the foundation for the whole
future life, and the opportunities should not pe neglected in any
way. Llthough I do not know your parents personally, I can safely
assume that, zs Jewish parents in general, they are profoundly
interested in your happiness, and they will therefore readlly agree
to walt a little longer, in order not to Jeopardize your future st
this time. . Surely the greatest happiness.of parents is to know
that their children are happy and successful in their studies, and
that they can be certain cf having true Yiddish Nachas from them.

I trust you had an enjoyable and inspiring Shevuoth, the Season of
our Recelving the Torah with "joy and inwardness,' and I hope that
you will carry this over into your daily life throughout the whole
year, which will bring ycu G-d's blessings in all your needs.

with blessing,

Ry J/dn;‘b JALJ‘

(’i}?



The "Bag of Tricks"
The Rebbe writes Koppel about the "bag of tricks" the Yetzer Harah is supplied with.

IABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON INRDTTIRIW 277191 oW
. : Lubavitch . BHRIMBINT
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y. WIPIRE  TWUDR  TT0
HYacinth 3-8250 LI I L k|

By the Grace of G-gd
27th of Teveth, 5721
Brooklyn, K. Y.

Mr, Abraham Koppel Bacher
5265 Park Avenue
Montreal 8, Que,

Greeting and Blessing:
I recelved your letter and enclosures,

It is explained in many places in Chassidus, beginning -
with the Tanya, about the negative aspects of all forms
of sadness, depression, despondency, ete. It is also
clear from experience that these attitudes belong to the
bag of tricks of the Yetzer Hara in order to distract the
Jew from serving G-d., To achieve this end the Yetgzer

Hara sometimes even clothes itself in the mantle of piety,
The true test, however, 1s what the results are, whether
these attitudes actualiy bring about an improvement in,
and a fuller measure of Torah and Mitzvoth, or the reverse.
This should be easy to determine.

Cn the other hand we have been assured that "He who is
determined to purify himself, receives Divine help." The
road to purity arnd holiness, however, is one that sheuld

be trodden step by ster, ana by gradual and steady zdvance-
ment. :

Needlesslto say, the idea of your continuing at the Yeshiva
Tor some time 1s the right one.

As for the question how and what to write to your parents,
I suggest that you consult with Rabbil Joseph Weinberg, who
knows them personally, and who could give you some useful
suggestions. '
Heping to hear good news from you in all above,

With blessing,

t 9 ' By . o a g



Finding a Shidduch

The Rebbe suggests to Koppel that he should remain in Eretz Yisroel and search for a
suitable shidduch.
Note: The signature [of Rabbi N. Mindel] is signed by the Rebbe.

{ABBl MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON | MRDTUIRIY 271100 1mn
Lubavitch BRMNINT
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y. MIPIE TIHOR 770

HYacinth 3-9230 RENER L b

By the Grace of G-d
22nd of Adar, 5723
Brooklyn, New Yorx

Mr. Avrohom Roppel Bacnar
Yeshiva T T L
Kfar Chabad

Greeting and_Blessing: ]

T received your undated letter. As requested, I will
remember you in prayer for the fulfillment of your heart's
desires for good. _ a

As for the question whether, while in Wretz Yisroel, you
should be interested in finding a Shidduch, and how long

you should stay there, I belleve 1t is wothwhile for you

to look around for a suitable Shidduch, if you have friends
with whom you could discuss things frankly and rely on

thelr advice., This also contains the &nswer to your question’
of how long ¥ou should stay in Fretz Yisroel,

I trust that you have regular Sheurim in Nigleh and Chassidus,
which have to be obsarved everywhere, and especially in the
Holy Land, and even more so in view of the fact that you need
a special Divine blessing in regard to a Shidduch.

I trust you also observe ths thnee daily Sheurim of Chumash,
Tehilim and Tanya. '

Hoping to hear good news from you.

With blessing
2

BY /) 1 kdi
i



- Health Advice

The Rebbe advises Koppel regarding his — and his mother's ~ health.
Note: The signature [of Rabbi N. Mindel] is signed by the Rebbe.

{BBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON WIRTUIRMU 27107 nm
Lubavitch wRMIRITS
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

PAPTIRD TIFUDM 770
HYacinth 3-9250 RIS R LA

By the Grace of G-d
22nd of Adar 1, 5725
Brooklyn, M, Y,

lr. Avrohom Koppel Halevi Eacher
P, O. Box 11205
“Johannesburagh, So. Africa

Creeting and Blessing:

I received your letter of February 15th with the en-
closures. HMay G-d grant the fulfillment cf your heart's
desires for good in all the matters about which ycu write.

x Sy . _ ﬂﬂiuyﬂm,vnﬁiagé -

Wiith regerd to the question of your treetmeiv, &3 1in
all questions of health, if there is any doukt; one should
act cn the unanimcus advice of at least two specialists.,

liay G-d grant that you shoulc have good news to report
in all the matters about which you write, including your
efforts to disseminate the fountains of Torah-Chassidus,
in accordance with our discussicn of the matter prior to
your departure from here.

Wiith the approach cf Purim, I trust that you will make
a special campaign in regard to Mishloach Moncs and the
other Kitzveth of Purim, that they should be carried out
particularly by bcys znd girls, especially those who have
already reached the age of Mitzveth,

Looking forward to hearing good news from you in your
personal and public affasirs

With blessing

By,r/JLQMf /;Z*;”&A

P.5, I trust that you cbserve the daily Shiurim of Chumash,
Biillim, and Tanvya.

\.f‘g
T,



Feeling totally alien to the new practices of her husband, she
writes the Rebbe of her problems 3 The Rebbe's reply
changed her life 3 About to ask the Rebbe for brochos, the
Rebbe takes the words from her mouth ¥ Yocheved
(Jenny) Unterslak tells of her experiences with the Rebbe

- by Yocheved (Jenny) Unterslak
Director of Company
Northern Medical Centre
Johannesburg, South Africa

dectsion to become a Baal Teshuva -
eighteen years, some of which have
been good and some not so good, and yet 1
am constantly aware of the wonderful things
that happened to me since that very difficult

E t is now eighteen years since I made the

almost impossible transition from being
blissfully unaware of another lifestyle - the
only lifestyle.

My introduction to the Lubavitcher Rebbe
was absurd. My husband and I made the
decision te emigrate from South Africa 1o
London when I became pregnant with my
first child. We were both newly qualified
from university, and my husband was still
obliged to do a two year army stint in the
South African Army. The thought of
“leaving home’ for two years and leaving me
with a new-born baby were too much to even
contemplate, so we decded, as did all our
friends, to leave South Africa. It was just
after the 1972 upheaval and our friends were
leaving South Africa en masse. We made all
the necessary arrangements and went on our
way. I was devastated to leave my family. I
was very close to my parents and my sisters

and their families and the thought of leaving
them was very painful, but it was a decision
we made and we went.

Very close friends of ours, Rena and Alon
Teeger, were living in London at the time.
Divine Providence was unknown to us at the
time, but in retrospect I now realise that it
was so obvious one would be blind to have
missed it. Just before we arrived they were
forced to look for alternative accommodation
so we decided to share a house in Golders
Green. They were becoming frum at the
time, and we had to undertake to keep the
house kosher and of course not to obviously
desecrate the Shabbos in front of them and
their little baby daughter. Knowing thart it
would be much easier learning to live in a
new country with friends who were already
used to the new environment, we agreed to
live with them and to do as they asked.

We arrived in London after a really difficult
flight during which time I really had doubts
about leaving my home and my beloved
family. I was so miserable. My baby was six
weeks old, we were moving to a new country

51



and a totally new way of life. I was petrified.
We landed at Heathrow and there in the
airport was Alon Teeger holding a. huge
poster with a photograph of aa old man with
an indescribable face. It was so comforting
but I did not have an idea who the old man

was, or why Alon was holdmg his picture.

Liutle did I know how my life was going to
change....

It did not take me long to learn about who

the ‘old man’ was and how he influenced the

lives of all the people we met through the

Teegers. I was very wary of their way of life.
1 ‘was feeling very alienated and sorry for
myself and I was finding settling down to the
way of life in London very difficult - even
more so when my husband went with Alon
to a shiur in Stanford Hill one Wednesday
night.

I woke up the next morning to.a:strange .
noise next to the bed - when I opened my

eyes my husband was pouring water over his
hands in a strange way, and when he stood
up I noticed that he was wearing tzitzis - I
had not seen tzitzis ever in my life before.
The “ changes in ° my husband and my
relationship with him were huge.

Shabbos was the worst day of each week - my
husband went off to shul and often did not
come home until after Shabbos because I
would not do what he wanted me to do. I
was totally resistant to Yiddishkeit. I was not
interested to make those drastic changes to
my lifestyle that until then had been so
comfortable and secure. I did not believe that
the discipline required of me was possible.”

After a few nightmarish months my husband
decided to go to Crown Heights for a
Shabbos. It was the Shabbos of Parshas
Shiach.  Until then, I did not quite
understand the concept of the Rebbe and
what He stood for and how he could affect
my life. It was all very vague and good for
everyone else but not for me. I did however
dectde to write a letter to this man,
expressing my unhappiness and discontent,
and hoping that he would try 1o talk sense
into Rodney.

53

I did not mince my words at all. I wrote
about my six year relationship with Rodney
before we were married and after we were
married. I told the Rebbe about my family
and how scared I was that they would reject
me if I became frum. I told him how
unhappy I was living in London, how
intimidated I felt by the frum people there
and how comfortable I felt with the South
African people living in London who were
not frum, I just wrote and wrote and wrote,
and gave the letter to Rodney thinking that
that Wouid be the end of it.

Rodney came back from Crown nghts a
cha "lsud man - but that is another story
altogether. He gave my letter to the Rebbe
and received a written reply the day he left to
come back to London. In this letter - the
Rebbe wrote in English - the Rebbe told me

" _that it is my job to make the home a happy
foﬁé,'wziﬁﬂ”ihat I have to choose the place
‘where we should make our home. He ended

the letter with wonderful brochos for our
marriage, our home, our baby and our future

children.

On reading this letter, I felt as though my
whole world changed. Together we made the
decision to return to South Africa; Rodney -
said he would be glad to do so on condition
that on our return, I would make an effort to
be involved in the community and to attend
as many shiurim as I could.

I agreed - ecstatically - and I have never
looked back. The Rebbe changed my life -
and I will be forever grateful.

A

n August 1990 (Elul 5750), a few months
after my beloved father was nifter, I went

with my baby daughrer, Sara Mushka, 1o

"America to visit my sister in California. On

the way we stopped in New York for a few
days to spend a Shabbos with Rabbi and Mrs.
Shimon Goldman. I was desperate to see the .
Rebbe, get a dollar or two, and also for Sara
Mushka to see the Rebbe and be in his
presence for a while. I wasin a very bad way
and Rabbi Goldman saw it immediately.



‘Yocheved and Sara Mushka receiving dollars and brochos from the Rebbe

There were many things troubling me; I was
not coping with the death of my father.

Rabbi Goldman asked if I would like to have
a Yechidus with the Rebbe. I was speechless.
Could I ask for anything more? I told him
that o he did manage to arrange it, I would
really appreciate it if he accompanied me as I
would not be able to understand the Rebbe if
he did not speak to me in English.

On Sunday morning, right before the Rebbe
was due to start to give out dollars, Sara
Mushka and me, and another elderly lady
were taken 1o wait for the Rebbe so that we
could see him in private before he came out
to the people. I had rehearsed what I was
going to ask the Rebbe. I knew exactly what
I was going to say and even though my heart

“was pounding I was ready.

N When the Rebbe came in, Rabbi Goldman

started to introduce me, by telling the Rebbe
that I was the wife of doctor Refoel
Unterslak. He went on 1o tell the Rebbe that
my husband was a doctor, and before he
could say another word, the Rebbe told him
that he knew exactly who my husband was,
in fact he knew him intimately. The Rebbe
then went on to answer all my questions and
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tell me everything 1 wanted to know without
me opening my mouth. I was spooked. I
started to shake and cry and I felt as though I
could not breathe. Everything that T had
rehearsed the night before the Rebbe knew
without me saying a word.

When he finished answering my unspoken
questions, he went on to give me and my
family wonderful brochos. He then gave me
six dollars, one for me, and one for each of
my children and my husband - he did not
give me one for Sara Mushka. He then took
her hand and put two dollars into her hand -
one for her, and one for her tarty. As I was
about to walk away he called me back and
gave me thirty dollars for my husband and
gave him brochos to continue his wonderful
work.

No words can express how I felt. Those ten
minutes will live in my heart forever, and I
know that even though Sara Mushka was
very little and cannot actually remember the
event, she too will never forget the
experience.

The next time I was in 770 it was the last
time that the Rebbe appeared in public before
the first stroke - I feel honoured.



One of the most important lessons I learned  matter how bad things are, we must never
during that amazing experience, is that there forget who we are, what we have, and be
is always something to thank G-d for. No forever grateful _

We WQ 1
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YOSSI Poiter
Mazal Tov!

upon winning the raffle to the Rebbe I
for studying the Rebbe's maamarim by heart.

"...by Divine Providence you won the raffle for a visit here,
which means that you will be representing all those who
participated in the raffle, with whom you will have to share i
the inspiration and benefits of this trip. Certainly it imposes
on you additional obligations to show a shining example. It is
also certain, that since Hashgocho Protis has singled you out
for this privilege and responsibility, it has also provided vyou i
with all the necessary capacities to carry them out in the

fullest measure, with joy and gladness of heart." -

(Letter of the Rebbe, dated 7 Adar 5740) _

cc
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As a newcomer to the frum world he was finding some
difficulty finding a shidduch % Following the Rebbe's advice,
he soon realises this is the uitimate path in finding his basherte
s¥ Binyomin Chaim Gudelsky, an advocate in Johannesburg,
tells of his experiences and correspondence with the Rebbe

Interviewed by: The Rebbe's Shluchim
Yeshivas Ohr Menachem — Lubavitch
Johannesburg, South Africa

Binyomin receiving "kos shel brocho™ from the Rebbe

[y



he first time I visited the Rebbe was

E for Yud Aleph Nissan and Pesach of

5737 {1977), marking the Rebbe's 75th
birthday, a short while after being frum.

Immediately upon arrival in New York I

wrote the Rebbe a letter, in which I described

myself as an observant Jew.

About ten days later I merited to enter the

Rebbe's room for yechidus. I asked the
Rebbe for a brocha for a shidduch. The
Rebbe, instead of giving me a brocha, replied
that he would give me some advice - 1o see a
shadchan "on condition that she is an
observant Jewess." The Rebbe used the exact

terminology in yechidus as I had written in
my letter, even though the Rebbe must have
received well over a thousand letters during
that period. '

I also enquired about going to yéshiva. The
Rebbe, however, stated, "It's good what
you're doing” (as an advocate).

Upon returning to South Africa, everybody
was offering their help in finding me a
shidduch. But I was adamant that only
through a shadchan was I to find my
shidduch as the Rebbe had instructed.
Everybody was telling me that they were all
like shadchanim. Burt I was firm - it had to

be through a
proper shadchan.
For several years Binyomin was involved in the legal matters of the
Lubavitch Foundation of Southern Africa and in the Management Committee | Also, the Rebbe
of Torah Academy school. Consequently, the Rebbe referred fo Binyomin required that I

with the ftitle, #9134 2943 pow” — “involved in community needs.”

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213

493:9250
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"

only meet "am
observant Jewess."

There were several

MRTIRMIW 271190 1mn offers to meet
C wewRaY prospects that were
not frum, but

MIPTEE YRS TT0 prepared to
23 ez become frum.

Once a prominent
Rabbi asked me 10
meer  a  certain
that-
"would definitely
be frum soon." I

the

woInan

rejected

shidduch.
The Rabbi tock

‘upon  himself 1o
write the Rebbe
since the shidduch
didn't comply with
the Rebbe’s
instructions. The
Rebbe's reply was
that I was only to

113721 oihe

meet someone that
had been frum for

at  least  three
months.

For quite some
tirne 1 had

difficulty finding a




shidduch. I wrote 1o the Rebbe about this,
adding that I would be in New York for Yud
Tes Kislev that year. In yechidus during that

visit the Rebbe told me, "May you meet your

wife in the near future.".

Twenty nine days later I met my wife,

Chana, for the first time — through a proper
shadchan.

We went into yechiﬂus as choson and kallah
before the wedding and the Rebbe said that
we should have a chassidishe wedding.

Binyomin won the raffle to see the Rebbe three times. After winning the first time he
wrote the Rebbe of his excitement. The following is the Rebbe's reply.

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON -
Lubaviich . -
770 Eastern Parkwery
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213

Hyaclnth 38250

By the Grace of G-d
7th of Adar, 5740
Brooklyn, k. Y.

Mr. Binyomin Chaim Gudelsky
101R Terkley Square :

{(nr. Main & North Rd.)
Riviera 2196 %
So. Africa

Greeting and Blessing:

Your: letter of the 24th of Shevat reached me with a
delay. May G-d prant the fulfillment of your heart’s de-
sires for good in all the matters about which you wrote,
ineluding, of course, advancement in all matters of Yiddish-
keit, Torah and Mitzvoth, in the everyday life.

A1l the more so since two essential aspects have been
added, namely your preparations for marriage in & happy and
auspicious hour, which will have an imperiant bearing on '
your whole future and, secondly, that by Bivine Frovidence
you won the raffle for a visit here, which means that you
will be representing all those who participated in the raffle,
with whHom you have to share the inspiration and benefits of
this trip. Certainly it imposes on you additional obliga-
tions to show a shining example.
course, that since the Hashgocho Protis has singled you out
for this privilege and responsibility, it has also provided
you with all the necessary capacities to carry them out in
the filllest measure, with joy and gladness of heart.

As requested,” I will remember in prayer all those you
mention in vour letter. I trust you will be able to explain
to them that since all blessings come from G-d, and the chan-
nel to reeceive them is through the everyday life in accerdance
with His Will, every additional effort in matters of Torah
and Mitzvoth widens the channels to receive G-d's blessings
in all needs. And there is always room for advancement in
all matters of goodness and heliness, Torah and Mitzvoth,
which are infinite, beins connected with the Infinite.

With hlessing[mﬂC;Jak\u/
/' Eméé’)

O MRTWRIU YIDU Tmn
S pamRan?

WIPIsH B TI0
A,

It is also certain, of

S8



Away from home, he hears the terrible news of his house burning
down % The Rebbe's brocho, and a beautiful new house »* Tzvi

(Herby) Hack tells of his house — built on the Rebbe's brochos

Interviewed by: The Rebbe's Shluchim
Yeshivas Ohr Menachem — Lubavitch
Johannesburg, South Africa

my family on a holiday to Jeffery's Bay.

During our trip we visited Plettenburg
Bay as well. At the same time my father was
returning from a trip to Israel.

In December of 5753 (1992) I went with

On a Thursday afternoon in Plettenburg Bay,
I phoned my father in Warmbaths(?) as he
had just returned from Israel. My father, in
rerurn, had some unfortunate news to share
with me. He told us that he had heard about
a little fire in our home in Johannesburg.
Although it did not seem too serious, I
phoned security ~ company  in
Johannesburg to find out what had happened.
They reported that the only remnant of the
house was the master bedroom. as you can
imagine I was devastated.

our

Not knowing what to do I phoned Rabbi S.
B. Groner in Johannesburg for advice. He
advised me to remain in the area until after
the fast that Sunday (10 Teves). Then I
should return to Johannesburg to see what
could be done.

59

When we finally got biaék, we saw the ruins
that was once our home. The only thing that
sood tall was a doorpost with the mezuzal

Immediately we started dealing with our
insurance company to cover the costs. After
checking the damage they told me that they
would pay for everything. Yet it would take
a few days to complete the processing.

A short while later I was told by the
insurance company that they are refuting my
claim because I was an unrehabilitated
insolvent, which I had failed to disclose to
them and they therefore considered my case a
"material nondiscloser." The only choice I
had was to fight it all in court.

I phoned a lawyer to see what that would
mean and I was told that I must pay at least ~
R20,000 up front. But I didn't have nearly

that amount of money. :

1 was totally lost not knowing where to turn.



tefillin and mezuzuos
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receiver of revenue is
asking for too much. I
had a quick lock at his
papers and. within
minutes I realised that
there was indeed a
large mistake. It was a
tremendous difference.

TRMIRATYY

I IR A v i

I thought to myself for
a second, "If I tell him
right away that there is
a mistake, 1t would
seem like an obvious
mistake and I wouldn't
be paid so handsomely
for it. But if I tell him
"I must research the case
and then give him an
answer later, T will be
L1171K able to profit much
more from this deal."
1 decided
. that T must do what is
right, and I told him
immediately that there
is a big mistake.

However,

‘ I phoned the receiver
T, -of revenue, and after a
7

- .
T

short investigation he

I immediately called Rabbi S. B. Groner with
a request to phone the Rebbe's secretary,
Rabbi Laibel Groner, in New York to ask
the Rebbe for a brocho. The Rebbe was not
responding at that ume to queries, as it was
already after the first stroke. Yet I wanted 10
ask the Rebbe for a brocho anyway. It was a
Friday afternoon, and Rabbi Groner called to
New York to request a brocho.

The reply came minutes before Shabbos.
Rabbi Laibel Groner reported that he had
told the Rebbe of my situation, asking for a
brocho. The Rebbe's response was that we

would rebuild our house joyfully.

That Sunday morning I was sitting in my
office and a lawyer walked into the office.
He told me a friend of his suggested that he
see me about his tax problem. He claimed
that there must be a mistake because the

agreed that there was a
mistake. The savings were enormous.

A few days later the lawyer came back and
asked me, "How much do I owe you." 1
really didn't know, so I answered, "I don't
know."

He turned to me and said, "I think I owe you
this..." handing me a cheque equaling 10% of
his savings.

Looking at the cheque, the numbers jumped
out at me. It was the exact amount that the
insurance company was due to pay mel

The building of the house went miraculously
as well. We built the house in only seven
weeks, in the middle of the holiday season
and in the rainiest season ~ with not a drop

of rainfall.
A house built on the Rebbe's brochos. . .

bo



At the tender age of ten he was diagnosed with a life-
threatening disease ¥ Receiving the Rebbe's brocho he

confidently proceeded with an operation

Levi

bt

Mendelow tells of the brocho that kept him alive ¥

- Interviewed by: The Rebbe's Shluchim
Yeshivas Ohr Menachem — Lubavitch
Johannesburg, South Africa

hen I was ten years old, 1 was
diagnosed with Cushings Disease,
an illness resulting from a tumour

in my pituatary glands. The disease caused

my body to swell up tremendously and left
me in a life-threatening situation. I went to
several doctors in Johannesburg, but no one
could help me. T travelled to Cape Town,
and was told by a chiefl professor in the field
that I must travel to London to seek help,
because there was no medical assistance
available in South Africa. In London I would
receive proper medical treatment, including a
necessary operatiomn.

There was a bit of a disagreement amongst
the medical experts in South Africa, whether
I should have this operation. Several doctors
recommended alternative treatment.

T'wanied to see the Rebbe first and receive the
Rebbe's advice and brocho.

I arrived in New York with my mother
during Chanukah. On one of the days of
Chanukah there was a general yechidus for
orchim (guests).

Rebbe's talkk the Rebbe distributed dollars to

everyone present, as is customary. [ went in

_the queue together with my mother. When

our turn came, the Rebbe turned to his
secretary, Rabbi L. Groner, and asked, “ym”
onT v ("Who 1s this?"). Rabbi Groner
replied, "Mendelow" (- we had spoken to
Rabbi Groner previously about our
situation), The Rebbe turned to me and raid,
"You should have a refuah shleimah."

The following Sunday the Rebbe distributed
dollars for tzedoka. I went with my mother
again. When we came to the Rebbe, I told
the Rebbe (in English) that I was going to
have an operation. Rabbi Groner explained
to the Rebbe (in Yiddish) who I was and that
I would be travelling to London for an
operation. The Rebbe handed me an extra
dollar, telling me to give it to tzedoka in
London.

My mother then told the Rebbe (in English)
that we would be travelling to London for an
operation on Tuesday, because I was very ill.

At the conclusion of the -

A



Levi receiving dollars and brochos from the Rebbe

The Rebbe turned to my mother, asking,
"Next Tuesday?"

"No," replied my mother, "this Tuesday.”

The Rebbe than gave my mother an extra
dollar for tzedoka in.London, and gave me a

third dollar, to give to tzedoka in London.

The Rebbe gave me a brocho for the
operation, adding, "May you hear good
news."

I now felt secure. The Rebbe had given a
brocho for the operation, meaning it was the
right thing to do, and thar it would be

successful.

The following morning we flew to London.
On Tuesday we arrived at the hospital. The
staff told us that we must come the following
day to meet the doctor. On Wednesday the
doctor spolke to us about my illness and told
us to come back the following Tuesday for
tests. It only dawned on us then the meaning
of the Rebbe's words "Next Tuesday."

The following Tuesday, we showed up for
the tests. We were told that we must wait
about one month for the equipment to arrive
from France, being that this was such a rare

illness.

One month later, on Yud Shvat, I had the

operation. The operation was meant to be a
The x-rays did not
indicate where the tumour was, making it
extremely difficult to remove ir.  The
surgeons had to guess where it was based on
my bloodstream.

very complicated one.

However, to the doctors' surprise the
operation went smoothly and quickly.
Indeed it was a successful operation. 1 was
pronounced cured. I did not even need
chemotherapy, as did all previous pauents
with this disease. It was the first time in
history that a Cushings disease patient did
not need chemotherapy.

Indeed, I did hear good news...

A
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Shortly after their wedding, Levi's parents, Tzemach and Raizel, travelled throughout
South Africa in a mitzva tank. Upon return they wrote the Rebbe of their experiences,
lncludmg photographs of their mivizoim activities. The following is the Rebbe's reply.
The Rebbe added in wrttmg "and photos" , thanking them for sendzng the photographs.

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON R MRTURMIY 7713Dn
' Lubavitch - ' ; AR : )
770 Eastern Parkway | - ‘ VBRI
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11213 R o E -
493-9250 - o _ | B , WIPIRE TIPBDW 77
S : ' ; : : RIS R A th b

By the Grace of G-d
Between Purim Koton .
And Purim Godol, 5736
Brooklyn, N, Y

Mr. Zemach Mendelow &Mrs Relzel Naoml
Johannesburg :

Greet:mg and BleSsing:

This is to-acknowledge receipt of your corr‘esponciencg and may G-d
grant that you should have good news to report in all matters abaut which you
wrote,

Especially as we are now in the auspicious days between Purim Koton
and Purim God»ol, the festive days of the two Mazeldike months of Adar of this
Jewish Leap Year, the highlight of which is, in the words of the Megillah, ''Fo.
the Jews there was light, joy, gladness and honor." As ouar Sages explain these
words they have in addition to their plain me cmlng also the inner meanin g of

"Light - this is Torah, ..Honor - this is ‘Tefillin, " Tefillin being symbgllc of all
the Mitzvoth., May this be so alzo in your case.

Included is, of course, also the Mitzvo of V'Ohavio L'Reacho Komaozho,
the great principle of our Torah, which makes it the duty and privilege of every
Jew to spread thé light of the Torah and Mitzvoth in his surroundings. And whil
all this is a must for its own sake, this is also the way to receive G-d's blessin
in all needs, materially and spiritually.

Wishing you and yours a truly happy and inspiring Purim,

Tzemach outside the mitzva tank



The following letter the Rebbe sent Tzemach after he wrofe the Rebbe about his
progress in Torah and mitzvos.

B ACLubm}:; EERSON ' 5 CROTWRIG 7HIN D
770 Eastern Parkway * U mmKshY
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213

WIPNBE YBLY 770

Hycoiqih 3-9230 . B Lo |

By the Grace of G-d
25th of Shevat, 5733
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr. Tzemach Mendelow
5 Comnaught Ave.
Sandr
Johannesburg _

South Africa

Greeting and Blessing:
I duly recéivéd your letter of Janusry the 15th.

In general anythlng which may have even the remotest con-
nection with, "Avoda Zara" is something which = Jew should give
8 wide bfrt Aand have nothing to do with it not even to have.
any discusaions sbout it, elther with one's self or with others.
Even if there is a doubt whether it is “"Avoda Zara", it is '
sufficient Teagon for a Jew fo run avay from it.

Needless t0 -say, any posgible “benefit“ that you mentlon
that one might get from it, you could certainly get through
Lehavdil the observance of the Mitzvah of prayer in aceordance.
with the Shulchan Aruch, which goes back to Mattan Torah at
Sinai, and which a Jew is duty bound to obseTrve three times a
day. Rabbi Lipsekar could explein-to-you'in greater detail all
about it. It is hardly necessary to emphasize that the benefit
you will get from observing Tefillsh three times & dey is =a
true and lasting benefit, and incomparsbly. greater to any benefit

. that dne can find in &trange pastures, G—d forbid. Thore 18 no
: need to elaborate on this. _ : o s .

. I would suggest that you ahould have your Tefillin checked
.o make sure they are Xosher, and it would be good also to have_
_ the Mazu.zos ﬁlﬂ &hur home checked, . .. : - _ S

o May G-d ‘grant. that you should havo good nevs. to reoort in -
- all above, especially that you are firmly and confidently walk-
: _ing in the pathiof" Torah with inspiration and joy. '

Since you wrote you.r letter in proximity to the Yahr—

.zeit of my father-in-lsw of saintly memory on the tenth
of Shevat, about which you no doubt heard from Rabbi =
Lipskar, I trust that you are familiar with the' signifi-
cance ‘of this day,’ especis.lly with the life and work of
the Beal Hahilulo, and how much hope ‘and confidence he -
placed in our Jewish youth for the presemtion of our -
Bacred herita.ge : . .

¥ith blessing.
For the Lubavitcher Rebbe :46«"

BY Jlitau //L‘inLc
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After one yechidﬁs with the Rebbe, I already knew my mission in
life ¥ The Rebbe transformed me from a medical doctor to a
spiritual doctor for my patients » The Rebbe influenced my wife's

musical career, guiding her with Chassidic thought and meiody

by Michoel and Jaffa Rudolph

- ‘ashem = works.  in . mapical,

Little did T dream that a

Ways.

VISIL 1O the dentisit could change the course of .
our lives. As-a result of the L;pskar farmly_. )
new-"and.
a.nd sp1r1tual"

becoming my dental patients,
exciting vistas of Ylddlsh_kex
horizons: opened up for 'me and. my, family. -

mystical, ‘musical and medical

]oh_annesburgl,__South Africa

. We IE}:{'p'e'x"ien'ced Sh'al::.bc'):s” shiurim, and —

miost important of all ~ joining the closely
knit family of Lubavitch under the guidance

'and Ieadership of the Rebbe.

Our first visit" to the Rebbe m 1981 is

- indelibly impinted in our memory, we had a

~wondeful introduction to-Crown Heights by
vm:ue “of being hosted by ‘the". Gansburg

Michoel receiving dollars from the Rebbe

s



A young bochur by the
name of Dovid Masinter
took us under his wing
and helped 1o prepare us
before seeing the Rebbe.
At 2 am. our turn came
and Rabbi Laibel Groner
showed wus into the
Rebbe's room.

Just as Hashem created
the world in six days, our
new world was created in
six minutes with the
Rebbe. The brocho of
the Rebbe transformed
my previous work as an
ordinary dentst into an

excitng visionary
\ ' .| uforatzto - type public
Mrs. Jaffa’ Rudolphs CD, "Music of the Spheres ,mﬂuenced by health career. 1 felt an

Chass:d:c thought and melody The CD' as de u:ated to the Rebbe N T
- : “immediate ~ sense  of

t_m_ifidenc_e that this was
‘tobe rny'schlichus in my
: professxon _ The
momentam - of  this
brocho has continued up
unuil today.

_ _The Rebbe's face glowed
_ _ T o —when he spoke about the
S EXD OF THE RGO : i S e e beautiful music of the

FOR ORCHESTRA -
anlunn.lSymphanyOn:hastrnconducled hyAllanStephensontleﬂzl _REbbElm Wlth my Wlfﬂ
' | Jaffa. ‘The Rebbe gave

¥OR BASSOON AND STRING QUARTET ~ ° Conet clear direction that the
Contemporary Music Ensembie lCincinnntilcunducted vandrn Strydem. R L R
Coneert Performance, USA (18031 . 7 b Mitteler Rebbe's Kapelye
Kelly Spicer (bassoon, Elizabeth Rankin (Violin 11, Michael Wheally lViuiln Ill o . e . .
Fltzabeth Councll Viola), Whitney riggs (Celloll R lent itself- to  being
CBTENPUSEUCIT i . - " wm | orchestrated, embellished
FOR ORCHESTRA B _ .
Members of the N30 nnd PACT Orchestras, wndu-:iedhy ‘.".;h=r]'-1ony L aﬂd Pﬂrformﬂd 'Wthh
Concert Pes‘l’an-nnnce (1988} R
. : ]affa subsequently did at
Tnlnl time: 72.55 .
S | several - concerts
Tins work & redfcated —1 - - | thereafter. - The Rebbe
rothememoryofthegreatspm!ml.'eader - : IR o
The Lubavitcher Rebbe. Rabi Menachem Mendel Sthneersonabm| was . equally SPeclflca
™ . . however, that the Aler
family, the epitome of warm Chassidishe - Rebbe's’ niggun should

hospitaliry, an added bonus being that their - remain in its ongmal authentic form.

house in  President Street was  directly "The Rebbe conciuded With a brocho to my

opposite the Rebbe's house. The 1ebed1ke1t of  ife that she should continue to compose and

Purim followed by Shabbos at 770 was < arform music in order 1o bii
to perform music in order to bring nachas to
perfect prelude to our Yechidus with the Vidden. This brocho' has had a profound
Rebbe. It was indeed a unique experience for - her fui M ¢
1 onie which we would love to share. impact on her future compositions. Many o
us and one W _ ) her subsequemt works  were inspired by

Jewish religious sources. = several of the

bt



compositions were included in a CD, Wthh
was dedicated to the Rebbe.

The Rebbe gave us a brocho for the baby rny-

wife and “who

was  excepting,

were unable to be with us.

broad smile and humour said that he would

Cwas
subsequently named Tamar Esthe_r in h.c_)n'o_u'r'
of the Rebbe's brocho at Purim.’ We then -
handed a photograph to the Rebbe ‘of our
children — Jacqui, Natalie, and Sa.ra, Who_ i
The REbbe..: followed by several visits for Yom Kippur,
studied this picture intently, and then with a-  Sukkos, Shrmini Atzeres, Simchas Torah and

like to keep the photo since we had the_.'_"' dollars”,

"originals” at home. Subsequently, photos of e

Tamar Esther and Devora Nisi were gwen to
the Rebbe. :

As we stepped backwards in awe ]eavmg the

--Rebbe s room, we. knew that these were the
Cfirst steps forward towards a life that had

beeri- immeasurably enriched by the tzaddik
of ourume.

-Our physxcal connection all those years ago,

has been superseded by a spiritual
connection that transcends time and space.




Writing to the Rebbe as a child, she had developed a unique
relationship with the Rebbe ¥ Arriving in Crown Heights to
actually meet the Rebbe she feared it may not be as she had
imagined ¥ Mrs. Adeena Singer (Bernhard) tells of
her correspondence and relationship with the Rebbe

by Mrs. Adeena Singer (Bernhard)

_ Teacher
Johannesburg, South Africa

ver the years I had developed a
relationship with the Rebbe akin
to that of a child writing 1o a
beloved grandfather overseas.

I found mysell going to into my first
yechidus. The world of Crown Heights
taught me that perhaps I did not truly
understand who the Rebbe really was, and
that above all, one was not to bother the
Rebbe with unnecessary trivialities.

When I left for Crown Heights my father,
Rabbi Nachman Bernhard, told me, that I
would look down and see a world of angels
all dressed in white taleissim, but that I was

not to become disillusioned. I would become

better acquainted with people and realise that

each was simply ap individual emulating his
Rebbe.

Many Chassidim felt a respect bordering on
fear for the Rebbe. Surely the majestic leader
who could split a sea of 10,000 people was
not the same man who was deeply embedded
in my heart and mind. Was it possible that I
had made a mistake? Where was my

64

childhood Rebbe that T had carried with me
all the way from Johannesburg, South Africa?
Did my Rebbe exist only in my imagination?

As our yechidus of 7 Cheshvan 5740 (1979)
drew closer, I became increasingly unsure of
who it was I was going to meet behind that
secret door.

I need not have feared!

My father, of course, entered the room before
I did. As I followed him in, I was privy to
witness perhaps the most beautiful expression
of love that I will ever live to see. The Rebbe
bad raised himself intc a halfsitting half-
standing position and the room shone with
the most beautiful heart-warming, glowing
smile.

The Rebbe said to my father 79R0 PaNT R”
“0'?9R 0Y2("Thanks for the G-dly image";
this was the first time the Rebbe saw my
father weearing a full beard). Two friends
had met and I basked in the glow of what was
slightly more than your run-of-the-mill
Rebbe-Chassid relationship.



Standing quietly by the side, steeped in a
room permeated with love and G-dliness,
with warmth and happiness, I suddenly knew
that my Rebbe did exist. I had not make a
mistake. - o

The Rebbe ask.;:d'.me i T was still angry With

him over the reply; referring to the first letter
I had received explaining to me as a 13-year-

old why we as a family had. to remain in-

South Africa. I laughed and said thar I didn't
know that I had been angry.

The yechidus conunued and towards the end
the Rebbe said that I should have hatzlacha
from the letters that were written and from
those thar were not wrtten yer. After
receiving a dollar the Rebbe added, "The
mitzvah's z'chus should give strength to the
brocho." I left the Rebbe's room. T had been
in for 8 minutes but I had to stand outside
and wait for a very long time for my father
to finish. My father was often sent in last
because the Rebbe spent so much time with
him. ' '
After the yechidus we waited ouside the
Rebbe's room. As the door opened, there was
the usual scurry of nervous movement. The
Rebbe walked out of his room, the absolute
embodiment of strength, majesty, ‘and
leadership. This was the Rebbe that one
respected bordering on fear.

This was the Rebbe. I had met my Rebbe.

I now understood that this Rebbe was both.

A

7 % n 17 Shevat 5741 (1981) I was once
again privileged to have a yechidus
together with my father.

There had been a children's rally during that
day that the Rebbe had not attended. My

father had been asked to please speak at it in
his stead. The Rebbe discussed the rally with
my father in great detail, with questions such
as, "Did you relate to the children on their
leﬁfel?" The Rebbe theh asked "How were
the soldiers of Hashem?" Being that this
sounded like a question that would be

directed to a child, my father indicated
*‘toward me, but théRebbe said, "I don't only
mean your daughter. We are all soldiers,
“some of us are generals and some are

officers..."

After 20 minutes, my part of the yechidus

was coming to an end. The Rebbe gave me
money, "to pive as shliach muzvah gelt." 1
was a bit taken aback, and expressed my
surprise, "but I am not going anywhere!" .
The Rebbe replied, "This is to give as tzedoka
here in Crown Heights, because Crown
Heights is also in need of mitzvos."

Whilst Waiting for. my. ..father...yet .agajn,. | S

knew how privileged I was to have had the
Rebbe's personal attention.

My experiences with the Rebbe may not be

‘as remarkable as others, yet my relationship

was consistent. 1 was privileged to have
them, and therefore don't mind sharing

them, T know there are many who were more

exposed and even more privileged than L. I

know too, thar there are great men, like the
Rebbe's own secretaries, who could write
volumes of personal encounters and stories.
Surely each and every person who will read
this will be able to tell his/her own stories.
Some are more dramatic than others, bur all
are important because each one of us is
important to the Rebbe and the Rebbe is
important to each one of us.

In 5734 (1974} the Berhards had planned to go on aliyah. Knowing that the Rebbe had previously
urged him 1o stay in South Africa as Rav of Oxford Shul, Rabbi Bemhard was planning to ask the
Rebbe for his advice before finalising. This time he would be firm.
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However, Adeena, then a girl of 13, feared that the Rebbe would not hear of it. "I feel like writing the
Rebbe," she told her father. Rabbi Bemhard thought that was a great idea, so long as she writes that
she is doing so on her own, not at her father's urging.

The following is a facsimile of Adeena's letter to the Rebbe, requesting that the Rebbe allow them to go
on aliyah.
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23 Erlswold Way

Saxonwold

Johannesburg

South Africa

1st July 1974
Dear Rebbe [#uu],

Being the 3rd daughter of Rabbi Bernhard is a great privilege and honour.
During the past nine years he has proved himself to be a great scholar and
nnn leader.

Like many other 0'p*12 he has a great wish to go and live in sa1w Fm, a wish
greater than most and an indescribable 7&1w" nang {i.e. — pixn nan).

| too can think of nothing better than going on ri"7p to Israel. | do not want this
because of the fun and excitement of moving, but because it is not like

- settling-in-just-another land in-m7a1: -1t is'settling in-the holy land, a promised
land and a land in which you do not have to be ashamed to be a Jew.

If we were to go my sisters brother and myself could have a proper, frum.
schooling. We could be fulfilling the mzn of living in 281w p1x and we could
have many frum friends. My father could still have a lot to do with saving
Jewish souls even if he were not a practising Rabbi.

As a girl of 13 who wants to see her father and fam:ly happy, ! lmplore you
please to take into consideration my feelings about living in Israel when the
matter comes up (in my father's next yechidus).

| realise that it would be foolish to do somethmg if you said no, for you have
OPI7R TIT1.

While writing this letter | have a picture in front of me. ltis a picture of a great
man to whom 71 has seen fit to give all the power a great p*13 needs. | can
see in his eves a message written to any Jew who needs it. It is a message
that says that he can help (with the help of ‘n). He can help in a friendly,
warm manner. This man is you.

| have been taught that a 13 has been given one particular gift. A gift which
| beg of you o use now. This gift is the power of a p*1x fo ask anything of n
and He will give a positive answer. | now ask you to ask ‘i to see fit that we
should go to Israel.

Please send my father back a happy man who has received the answer he
wanted to receive with your consent and anan.

S:ncereiy,
Adeena Bernhard

P.S. Please don't think that my father put me up to writing this letter. | have
written this letter by myself in order to show you how important and how much
your answer is going to mean to me.



The Rebbe's reply:
 RABBI MENACHEM M, SCHNEERSON -
| HEM M. 5 WRDTRIE 7100 B

770 Eastern Parkway ' : Wlﬁfm.i:l'i"?
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213

‘ C WIEREE IIYBDYN T70
Hyacinth 38250 83 pilma

By the Graceudf G-d'
2nd of Meneschem Av.
5734- BrOOklyn, NOY-

Miss Adeena Bernhard

25 Erlswold Way
Saxonwold

Johammesburg, So. Africa

Blessging and Greeting:

- This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July
1st. The reply in detail to the contents of your letter
you.will no_doubt have received from your father, with
vhom I discussed it at some length. Nevertheless, I want
to put down in writing some of the points, and briefly at
any rate.

First of all, I am gratified fo note your concern, in-
deed profound coneern, for your parenis. This does not sur-
prise me, of course, knowing yow father and your upbringing.
But it is nevertheless gratifying to see it expressed in a
detbere e _ , ,

As for the subject matter of your letter, it is surely
unnecessary to point out fto you that when one thinks about
the well-being of any person, including,above all, his inner
harmony and peace, one must obviously think not in terms of
the immediate days and weeks, but also how it will be in the
long run. This should be the consideration in regard to all
affairs, but especially =so when it is a question of where to
gettle down. This is a very serious question even when one
is at the croseroads, and much more so when one has already
been settled in a place and contemplates changing it. '

Now, with regard to your father, and knowing him, I have
no doubt that he could feel in his element only in a place
where he can fully utilize the knowledge which he has ac-
gquired and the qualities which G-d has bestowed upon him,
that is, to utilize them in the fullest measure for the bene-

- fit of the many. By comparison with this, personzl emenities =-
and I mean this also in a spiritual sense - are not the de-
cisive factor, and perhaps no factor at all.

A11 the above would be true even if it was a matter of
conjecture. But in this case, after he has been so success-
ful in his accomplishments in the past, there is no room for
eny doubt whatever as to the importance of ‘this overriding
consideration. o ' o
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On the basis of what has been said above, supported by
what you and =1l the other members of the family have seen
of your father's Hatzlocho not only in your city, but South
Africs as a whole, you will surely realize without any shadow
of @ doubt that your father will feel in his element, and be
truly happy if he continues his present sifuation in your
country. Horeover, it is surely unnecessary to bring special
proof tha*t the trend of posimilation, even assimilation in
its coorsest form, namely intermarriage, is gtill very strong
in a1l of South Africa, and that the work and fight to turn
Lack this trend will siill be reguired for a long time. For-
tunately, experience has shown that where there is a suitable
and determincd person with courage and determination to guide
the young generation, the response is gratifying, and often
highly gratifying. This has also been the experience of '
your father, who has succeeded, with G=d's help, %o liter-

. ally Bsave many Jewlsh men and women from complete assimila-

tion and to lead them in the way of G-d within the Jeéwish fold.

To return to you, I of course inquired from your father
about your activities, as well as about thoes of the other
children, in the spreading of Yiddishkeit. May G-d grant
that you and each and all of you should go from strength to .
strength in accordance with the saying of our Sages, "He who
has 100, desires 200, and having achieved 200, desires 400."
If ambition grows with achievement even in material things,

how much more should this be the case in matters of the spirit,

which are the essential aspects of Jewdlsh life.

I trust that you have heard about the Five Mitzvo Cam-
paigns which I have been urging recently, also pointing out
that Jewish daughters and women have their pari in these
sctivities, and a very important part. 1 an confident that
you and your friends are teking en active part in them.

With blessingy, W

P.9. Inasmuch as I understand that your letter was written with
your father's knowledge, 1 am sending him a copy of btyﬂt



In this letter the Rebhe encourages Adeena to take advantage of her years of study.
the Rebbe explains that these years serve as a foundation for one's entire life...

ABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON WIRTTIRIW 7 omin
Lubaviich '
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213

HycchnhQEQZSU

PBMRING

YIPEE THYBDM 770
I B L o
By the Grace of G-d
5th of Teves, 57139
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Miss Adeena Miryam Bernhard
27 bFrlewold Way

Saxonwold 2196
Johanneghurg, So0. Africa

Blessing and Greeting:

After the interval, 1 was pleased to receive your letter of
the 22nd of Kislev. I will again remember you in prayer for the
fulfillment of your heart's desires for good, including finding
the proper solutions to the questions about which you write.

I trust I have already indicated to you the importance of
taking the fullest advantage of the formative years, which lay
the foundation for the whole future life. 'This means that it is
necessary to ensure the fullest stability to be able to withstand
the influences of the external non-Jewish environment, all the
more.so since Jews in general, and rellglous Jews in partlcular.
are such a small minority in the surrounding world. And regard~
less in what country one lives, including Eretz Yisroel, it is
necessary for every young person to absorb the maximum of proper
Jewish education, especially in the essential aspect, namely
Torah and Mitzvoth, of which it 1s said, "They are our life and
the length of our days."” Indeed, this is the primary considera-
tion also in regard to other fields, for whatever the vocation
of a Jew, there is always the imperative "All your works should
be for the sake of Heaven" and "Know Him in all your ways."“

If the above is true of every young person, it is certainly
more so0 in regard to a young lady who has to prepare herself for
her great and exalted role in l1life as the Akeres Habayis, who
largely determines the conduct and atmosphere of the Jewish home
and, in due course, &s a true Jewish mother to whom the raising
of the children is entrusted when they are very young, and who
has an important influence and role also as they grow older.
Therefore, every additional benefit that you galn in strengthen-
ing and developing your own Yiddishkelt and your own Yiras HaShem
and Ahavas HaShem, etc., will eventually be multiplied many times
over in the atmosphere of the home, and in the children and grand-
children to all generations.

In light of the above, of what significance are any person-
al difficulties by comparison with the great and infinite benefits.

15



Miss Adeena Miryam Rernhard

As for the choice of a seminary, your father as well as you,
surely have adequate information about the most suitable ones,
and it should not be difficult to make z choice.

I trust that you are active in spreading Yiddishkeit in
your present surroundings, and are doing it in the spirit of
Chanukah, which we have just celebrated by steéadily increas-
ing the number and brightness of the Chanukah Lights from day
to day, thus doing it not only with Hiddur, but in a manner -
of ARELEEER FERERE B

Wishing you Hatzlocho in all above,

With blessingqm"%\_ ;
In 5738 Adeena wrote the Rebbe, apologising for her first letter, and notifying the
Rebbe of her new resolutions.

The Rebbe replied:

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON RTIRIE 2771100 1mn
Lubarvitch BrYIRanY

770 Eastern Parkway

Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213

YIPRBE JPBD TT0
Hyacinth 3-9250 ' 23 Yopna
By the Grace of G-d

20 Cheshivan, 5738
Brooklyn, N, Y,

‘Miryam
Miss Adeena/Bernhard
23 Erlswold Way
Saxonwold, JHB

Blessing and Greeting:

After not hearing from you for a long time, I was pleased to receive
your letler of Oct, 17.

To begin with the beginning of your letter, where you express strong
disapproval at the tone of your earlier letter to me, there is really no need
to reproach yourself. After all, the most important thing of a letter is not
its outer form, but its contents. Besides, it is important that the writer
should write freely, the way he or she feels, without inhibitions. And, need-

less to say, one feels strongly when it concerns the future of one's near and
dear ones. )

With regard to the rest of your letter, you surely know of the assurance
by our Sages that when a Jew firmly resolves to do a good thing, the Al-mighty
helps to carry it out. This includes also your good resolutions, even if they
may appear to you overly ambitious; for, when the help comes from G-4d,
it surpasses by far the abilities of a human being alone,

26
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Obviously, it is important the searching for
manuscripts etc. [of rare seforim and writings
of the Rebbes] so as at least to make a
photostatic copy. Many thanks in advance.
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LISTENING TO THE MORDECHAI OF OUR GENERATION

This response was written regarding a difference of opinion between two Chabad institutions in
America. One administration tequested of the Rebbe to create peace between the two

organisations or to establish a commirtee thar would have the power to control the two institutions.
The Rebbe responded as follows.
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It is obvious that, 1) one does not respond to one party in a matter where two parties
are involved; 2) [name of institution] in [city] mwust exist and must continue in the
futture as well "for so has Mordechai" -of our generation- "decreed", that [this
institution] be set up wherever possible, and it goes without saying that the existing
ones be maintained. As to the specific issues in which there are differences of
opinion between our institutions there, the practice followed in such cases is: Each
side chooses one [representative], and the two then choose a third; the two sides then
present their case before the three [arbitrators].

THE REBBE"S PHOTO

The Rebbe emphasiséd many times that one of the ways to be mekushar (connected) with the
Rebbe is through looking at a picture of the Rebbe and contemplating upon it. In this manuscript
the Rebbe stresses the inportance of gazing at the photograph of the Previous Rebbe.
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She should look at a picture of my father-in-law, the saintly Rebbe, whenever she
feels her resove weakening. She should remember that he, too, being a true shepherd
of Israel, is looking at her at that moment. This will help her with “her aforesaid

[problem].
75



GIMMEL TAMMUZ

The following preface to "pT NAY N"RT - BOIPYN 990" was given to the Rebbe for editing. The
Rebbe inserted the date of
publication — rinn 2 p™wa.
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THE REBBE'S NOTES

In this rare manuscript, publicised here for the first time, the Rebbe records the Previous
Rebbe's talks from the 2nd Seder on Pesach 5705 (1945) in New York. The original manuscript
of the Rebbe has been in the possesion of Rabbi Koppel Bacher of Johannesburg, South Africa.
We are very grateful to him for availing it to the public (the editors). The original manuscript
contains several erasures by the Rebbe, which make translation difficult.

-
~

NN '

'

f

26’-\ 'Iﬂ'ﬁf?r{,!‘(‘(_x‘j_g /? ne93¢ 37 _‘_f\'ﬂj |
. A | ea/ e

>z ‘ZZY;,»:? 25 "0 Blpz
(P19 BN ey | L s

-, :

P Y Al




YT NR IR DNNIN 193 0T (YIRD ToN (1D
ARIN DRT §INT'D IR DIMRA NP
D93 YNz

A"eE'n a7anT 'a v 1o

VIRT Y — 27V 'UNN3 120 ~ MY 'Y 133 AR M0 ("D
NYT JPAVDYTND PR MR DOR T OY

7 95T DYIRY MY 12 NWITY TY 1D Y
RICLIERA1

DoITa NN 1A XA bW 2"m:-.-1 nya (v
LOMPnA 5Y 7Yy yan ¥7em nbaa whTN
e R HRWY 1295 24§32 apYr "1 570 oana
CpEn AUMUCSRR-E MW D Ty LTOND NUYI PR $28R PAR DR APy 4

7 PoR

NANY YDV GR TAPN 1TY

1MW DY 0D PRI RIN

oY YIRNANA N IATR Y

(17¥90 ¥7192 RN ARY) PIIYT RO
oya 3"nR 973 bya R 172170
CANT N3 YW 7700 TATR TY 70 NNR

THYTRTI anan Y93 MYan 4Ton nya

MY 3 TON IMWYY 1y bya n
DIRYYR AW AHNYIN MW KN

27) Chasmdu:n have the tools and know the craft, but thev must unplement

28) "I am llke a man of y1 seventy" 1:1: has the gematrla of 72; he mentxons
_this as a special attribute of his, yet says that despite it he did not merit [to
have the halacha decided in his favour] until Ben Zoma expounded it..
because "my. soul said 'G-d is my portion'" [ a verse which the Rebbe seems to be
interpreting as follows: "My portion [=in the Torah] which my soul says [ = innovates] is

G-d's gift. This particular halacha was Ben Zoma's gift.]

29) At the Tzemach Tzedek's Bar Mitzvah many great men were present,

great scholars in niglah [halachic thought]. The Tzemach Tzedek wished to
discover their character. Among those present was R. Ya'akov, the son of R.

Yosef Kolbo. The Tzemach Tzedek asked how he became a chosid. He
answered: for twenty years he was a misnaged, although he knew that the
- [Megeritcher] Magid was a rare genius. His first meeting with the Alter Rebbe
‘was in the incident of Tractate Arachin (recorded in Bar-Mitzvah sicha of
5696), but even this did not have affect him very deeply. Afterwards, he was

- once together with the Alter Rebbe at a Pesach Seder, and he watched the

Alter Rebbe's su:nple, unquestioning observance of every custom and every
* minor de_tall and this made a chasid of him. For sm:tphc1ty [in man's behamour
.reﬂects] the "sunple" [essence] of the soul and the s:.mple {Dwme] essence '
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ForLow-Up

The Rebbe always demanded that one should not suffice with past accomplishments. One must
always continue to achieve. In addition the Rebbe often emphasised the need to broaden the
specrrum of one's activities. The Rebbe would inquire what the actual effects of any event were.
The following manuscripts illustrate this theme.

Treirei Agudas Chabad of New York submitted to the Rebbe the programme of a forthcoming
seminar, including the names of those professors who would aitend.

The Rebbe's response (written on the original letter):
ANY IRY
19 TwRn Y7105 nMaan W nva
“a"enn Pmnb

I will mention this at the Tzion. { am sure they will inform {me] how 1t all actually
turned out, and what follow-up [activities were undertaken]...

AN

In this letter Tzeirei Agudas Chabad of New York nonﬁes the Rebbe of an event that they had

organised.
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77970

Rabbi Kasriel Kastel of Tzeirei Agudas Chabad sent the Rebbe this letter, informing that several
bochurim will travel to a Princeton University to officiate at the Yom Kippur services..
The Rebbe wanted to know:

" qwpan”
What follow-up [activities were undertaken]?
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CHOF AV

The Rebbe often held a farbrengen on Chof Av, the yarzhier of his father, "1 Yaypnn n"In Fn
RO 't x™b. In this sicha from 5747 (1987) the Rebbe discusses the instruction to be
derived from the fact that the yahrzeit is in the same week as the ﬁfteenth af Ay, the Rebbe added
the followmg niote to the rmn.scnpt
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The lesson to be learnt by all those who know, and are connected to, my father, my
teacher — in light of the Ba'al Shem Tov's famous teaching that from all that one sees
or hears one must derive instruction in accomplishing his task in this world, i.e.,
serving his Creator.
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In honour of Chof Ches Sivan, the day the Rebbe and the Rebbetzin arrived in America, we
present a short summary of the rescue of the Rebbe and the Rebbetzin from war-torn Enrope
and their immigration to the United States. ¥ On Sunday night, 28 Sivan, 5751 (1991), in 770,
the Rebbe gave out a kuntres and a dollar to each one present. The 102-page kuntres, entitled
"8 Sivan — 50 years,” was printed for the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the arrival of the
Rebbe and the Rebbetzin in America, 28 Sivan 5701 (1941). 3¢ The kuntres contains a brief
outline of the Rebbe's work from 5703 — 5750, sichos and ma'amarim said in connection with
the 28th of Sivan, as well as an Introduction relating how the Rebbe and Rebbetzin were
rescued from war-torn Enrope. The Introduction is translated for the first time in the present
article. ¥ Herein the reader will encounter a seemingly dry story of diplomatic manenvering,
official callousness, and ved- tape-transformed into spellbinding suspense-as the rescue of none
other than the Rebbe hangs in the balance. The story is also a tribute to the untiring efforts of a
cast of Chabad activists, Chassidim, lawyers, and the Previous Rebbe himself. s Most
impartantly the story is a key part of the background to the currently unfolding redemption. %

Translated by: Yitzchok Goodman

~ of birth, etc., and these were relayed to them

from Paris in a letter of 28 Tishre: by the
Rebbe.

First News

t the end of 5699 (1939), with the
A-outbreak of World War 11 and with

the first news of Nazi rule — yemach
shemam - in EBurope, Agudas Chassidei
Chabad (ACC) in the United States, under
the leadership of Rabbi Yisroel Jacobson and
the brothers Schnéur Zalman and Yekusiel
(Sam) Kramer, made a tremendous effort to
rescue the Previous Rebbe. The Previous
Rebbe was trapped in the siege of Warsaw, to
which he had come while relocating from the
town of Otwock. Much of the news from
him was relayed to the United States by his
son-in-law and daughter, the Rebbe and
Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka, who were living

In an additional letter from the period of
Cheshvan-Kislev, the Rebbe urged ACC 1o
work to obtain American entry permits for
his father-inlaw and his family, Obraining
these permits was fraught with difficulties,
despite ACC'S directing great eflorts to very
high levels of the American government. All
efforts were focused on one goal: the rescue
of the Previous Rebbe, who was in very great
danger. A capable lawyer named Max
Rhoade was assigned to work with the
Immigration Offices in Washington to
arrange for the Rebbe's rescue.

then in Paris and who received news from
refugees who had escaped from Warsaw.

Efforss began then also to-rescue the rest of
the Previous Rebbe's family. To obtain
permission for them to emigrate to the U.S,,
ACC had to know various facts, official dates

During a period of waiting for different
permits in order to rescue the Rebbe from
occupied Poland, Rabbi Jacobson instructed
Mr. Rhoade to devote special effort also 1o
arrange permission for the Rebbe. Since he
was in Paris, still prior to the Naz
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occupation, the prospects of rescuing him
were apparently increased. It was hoped that
the rescue of the son-in-law, known to have
organisational  ability, would ultimately
contribute to the rescue of the father-in-law.
Mr. Rhoade received a reminder of this
instruction in a letter from Sam Kramer on
21 Cheshvan, 5700 (1940). In Kislev actual
rescue activity begarn.

The first step was arranging the necessary
documents. In the name of one Meyer B.
Hartman — a descendent of a Chabad family,
who felt personally obligated to help rescue
the Rebbe's family — an affidavit was sent to
the Rebbe and the Rebbetzin promising them

Ainancial support in the United States. The

 affidavit’ mentioned that the Rebbe was an
‘electrical engineer, a profession which would

help him sewtle in the United States and
assure the government that he would not be a
burden 1o it Provided with this
endorsement, the Rebbe and the Rebbetzin
went to the American Consul's office in Paris
and presented the request, as Russian
emigrants, for a regular U.S. entry visa.

They knew that obtaining such visas, whose
number was limited, usually took half a year.
However, the change that was spreading
through Europe in this period did not allow
the activists of ACC 1o sit with folded hands.

The Rebbe's photo taken for his American Naturalization papers — 1946

It



Rabbi Menachem Jjunik, a shliach
to the Lubavitch Yeshiva Gedolah
— Johannesburg in 1986, was very
close with the Rebbe's family.
His father was the sttendant in the
Rebbe's home, and he "grew up"
in the Rebbe's home. He was
particularly  close  to  the
Rebbetzin.

On Chof Ches Sivan of that year

he called the Rebbetzin »m to
wish her mazal tov on ‘the 45th

anniversary of the 'Rebbe and
Rebbetzin arriving on the shores

whose rescue was necessary for world
Jewry. The State Department approved
establishing such a group thanks to the
efforts of ACC, and the request for a
group visa was presented in Riga, with
the Rebbe listed among the family
members.  His rabbinical post was
written next to his name, and there was
mention of his involvement in leading
community work, in addition to work
editing the anthology "HaTamim" that
appeared in Warsaw berween the years
1935-1939, and whose publication had
been interrupted since the outbreak of
war. The Rebbe was described in this

connection as an intellectual of the first-

~rank, one likely to contribute much e

Judaic scholarship.

On 25 Teves ACC received a telegram
from the Previous Rebbe's son-in-law,

of the United: States of Amerlca

Menachem,  saying, "Thanks
will tell my husband "o

The Rebbet2| n " thanked

(tada) pvmvnm '7',\"11 'Pbt PIRT R
- RD

mentioning his father-in-law's request to
hurry and obtain entry permits for his

two- other sons-in-law: "Schneerson"
(the Rebbe) in Paris and Horenstein in
Triest.

In the middle of Shevat ACC met to
- determine whether to try to arrange the

They worked 'l to'-Ie.xp'edi't.e ‘the pfocesé

although the. mformauon that reached the
United States did not clarify the American

Consul's answer. Mr. Rhoade's efforts’ to
make contact with the Consul there were -
unsuccessful, so he sent a request to Rabbr .’
Jacobson ~ on 15 Teves — to wire the Rebbe

and find out if the affidavit was recewed and
if so, what the Consul s reply was.

Requests

At one stage ACC decided — Wll'.h the

Previous Rebbe's approval. - to  present
"special” requests. for entry visas for the

Previous Rebbe and his. family.  These
requests described the -members of the
designated group not just as ordinary rabbis,
but as leaders and prominent spiritual figures,

57

immigration of the Rebbe immediately
or to wait, since they had made use of the
Rebbe's engineering credentials in the normal
visa request. They were concerned that
revealing a "contradiction" between the two

‘types of requests — the ordinary one and the

special one — would harm the rescue of the
whole group and even of the Previous Rebbe
himself. They also feared that the Previous
Rebbe's rescue might be damaged by

- complications arising from the Rebbe also

Special E Emiga'_aﬁon

being named "Schreerson.” On top of all
this, during the years since they had lefc
Russia, the Rebbe and the Rebbetzin lacked

'any natmna.hty “whatsoever, making it

difficult to obtain permission for them. ACC

“decided, as advised by the lawyers, o wait
“briefly - until the final arrangements for

rescuing the Previous Rebbe from Riga were
concluded. .

On 4 Adar 1 a telegram arrived from the

Shmaryahu Gourary (the Rashag)



Previous Rebbe stating that entry visas had
been received for him and those with him.
Accordingly, a lawyer named Butler (who
had replaced Mr. Rhoade} was instructed to
work in Washington to obtain a “special"
entry visa for the Rebbe as a member of the
family group. on 10 Adar I Mr. Butler
announced to ACC that he had not yet
succeeded in determining the outcome of the
Rebbe immigration request.

Nevertheless, after 10 days, on 20 Adar 10, he
informed them that he had decided to present
another request to the State Department for
special visas for the family group, which still
remained in Europe, including the Rebbe.

The Rescue of the Previous
Rebbe

the turmoil of Europe and, at the same time,
complex efforts to rescue his two daughters
and his sons-in-law,

The wheels of the Rebbe's rescue were turned
now by his fatherinlaw with endless
devotion.

The Transmission of the
Documents to Paris

After-he was miraculously rescued from the
mouth of the Nazi hell, the Previous Rebbe
arrived, with part of his family and some of his
relatives, to Riga - on Sunday, 5 Teves 5700 -
and there they waited close to three months,
untl 24 Adar 1,

Prior to the Nazi entry into Paris, in the
Spring of 5700, the Rebbe worked successfully
to obtain a document verifying his registration
for the French army, something that would
make it easier to walk in the street; officers
seeking identification detained him more than
once, and his cerificate freed him from
investigations and inconveniences, or arrest for
avoiding milivary service,

On 25 Iyar 5700, Mr. Butler met with State
Department officials in the US. He asked
them to wire the Consul in Paris and to clarify
the matter of a visa for the Rebbe as 2 member
of the "special request' group. The State

when they
embarked on the
Ship - ihe |
Dortngholm" @)
to the Umted |-
States. While still |,. |
on the ship, the | * .
Previous  Rebbe
sent a letter to a
Chabad activist in ;
Jerusalem

requesting

shermura matzo for

his sop-n-law in
Paris.

Upon his arrival

in New York on 9 ,C‘L'ITD hrem niw kan) o”oen 1-.;

Adar T 5700 ,7TY noYa MoK P msin 1 Niw
(1940), the »K'"0750 '1"1n‘m P mxread mya'wn niv
Previcus  Rebbe <] ,175;!1‘1:1

began working to
save the rest of his
Jewish  brethren

who rematned in

The following manuscript is from the preface to the maamar that
was printed in honour of 28 Sivan 5749,
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Department informed him in the Consul's
name that the file of documents for the
Rebbe's special request, given over in Riga, had
already been transmitted from there to
Bordeaux and from there he said they had
reached Parts.

In this period the Previous Rebbe's secretaries
received information from the Rebbe that the
file had indéed already reached Paris, but
apparently they still needed to present requests
for permission to enter the U.S. Accordingly,
Mr. Butler asked the State Department to
clarify the matter with the Consul in Paris.

On 28 Har a telegram was received for the first
tme from the Consul in Paris explaining his
position: he was not satisfied with the evidence
of the applicant’s rabbinical office, since he
knew that he had an engineering degree. Mr.
Butler than asked ACC to produce additional

documents attesting to the Rebbe's worthiness -

for special consideration.

Escape from Nazi Clutches

At the beginning of Sivan, the Nazis captured
Pars, and the Rebbe's decision was firm: to
flee far away.  The senior general of the

conditions.

French army proposed that the Rebbe wait in
his fortress outside the city unul the storm
passed. ‘The General - who was numbered
amongst the friendly - meant well, but the
proposal probably stemmed from the fact that
the French still could not imagine the insanity
of the Nazi capture. However, the Rebbe had
foresight and refused to wait. He preferred to
escape - to cross the Nazi border to Vichy.

Several days before Shavu'os, the Rebbe and
the Rebbetzin left Paris on one of the last
trains out of the city. Only after they
managed to flee from the border, in great
danger, did they reach Vichy on Erev
Shavu'os.

Before leaving Paris, the Rebbe gave his
parting message before his circle of listeners,
encouraging those remaining and inspiring
them to trust in G-d and to serve Him in all
He did not need to cite proofs
that it was possible to fulfill his partng
request; his own personal conducr could serve
for an outstanding example. At that time the
Jews of Paris had already publicized
miraculous stories about him, and they knew
of his uncompromising Jewish pride and- his
self-sacrifice to fulfill mitzvotr with all possible

Reunion after 27 years of separation.

Below is a picture of the Rebbe and his mother at the "kabolas ponim" that Anash organised for them
in Paris. The Rebbe travelled to Paris in 5707 (1947) to bring his mother 1o America. After a short
staty, they jowrneyed to America via ship. They reached America on the 28th of Sivan 5707 (exactly 6
years after the Rebbe reached America for the first time). Ever since the Rebbe and his mother were
reunited, he swould visic her every day, undl her last day on 6 Tishrei 5725 (1965).
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hiddur.
In the U.S., hope that the nme was close for

the arrival of the Previous Rebbe's son-inlaw
was very strong, to the point that in the
official list of officers of ACC in the US.,
established on 19 Tammuz, the Rebbe's name
appears among 20 members of the leadership
under the Previous Rebbe.

"These Things are Tiring"

In Vichy the Rebbe and the Rebbetzin waited
a number of months. The news sent by the
Rashag to Mr. Butler - dated 26 Aw - stated that
they had already left Vichy and had travelled
to Nice, in the south of France. This was
under Italian comtrol, and many Jews found
refuge there at this period. Mr. Butler's reply
- dated 30 Av - stated that he still had not
received the wished-for reply from the Consul
in Paris and that the State Department had
been asked to transfer the Rebbe's file to Nice.
The file was, in fact, then transferred.

The Rebbe and the Previous Rebbe playing chess on "Nitul hécht"
On 20 Elil, the State Department reported on
a telegram, which the Rebbe had paid for,

from the Consul in Paris.  The Consul
declared his intent to give the Rebbe and the
Rebbetzin special entry visas, except that it
appeared that they had encountered difficulties
in artaining exit visas from France.

At the beginning of 5701 - on 12 Cheshvan -

o6

the rescue workers were informed of
additional difficulties, again in connection with
obtaining an enuy visa for the US.
According to the news that the US.
government received from the Consul in Nice,
it was explained that after additional
consideration of the Rebbe's file the Consul
had discovered that the applicant was listed as
an engineer, who also had some knowledge of
physics, and who was also known as a
“ournalist". (This was based on his assistance
in publishing Hatamim!) Therefore, declared
the consul, he regarded the emigration request
as in the category of a regular visa, and not as a
special one.  For the latter he needed 1o be -
listed in a rabbinical post. Even for an
ordinary visa, the Consul raised difficulties:
according to him the Previous Rebbe needed a
new affidavir, since the one presented was not
from close family, and also it did not clearly
state for how long the support was promised.

In response to this news, Mr. Butler - on 10
Cheshuan - informed ACC that he planned to
continue working in the highest levels of the
State Depariment
to determine its
intentions  and
clarify its previous
agreement - (O
establish the
Rebbe as worthy
of - special
PErmussion, —even
with all  the
difficulties that the
Consul  raised.
Similar news from
Mr. Butler arrived
also on 22 and 28
Cheshvan.

Together with the
effort of Mr. Butler for ACC, the Previous
Rebbe set to work an additional agent, an
energetic lawyer from Woashington named
Asher Rabinowitz. He was the son of one of
the prominent chassidim, and he played an
important role in the Rebbe's rescue. In the
letter that the Previous Rebbe wrote to him -
on 6 Kislev 5701 - the following appears:

"Alas, nothing at all has resulted from all the



and Rebbetzin's arrival in the U.S.
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us that our daughters
and sonsindaw will
arrive well and with
success physically and
spirttually”. In
another letter from
that day, the Previous
Rebbe wrote, "How
tiring these matters
are - it is possible to

77p1n3 see from this that for
... some months they
oan AT, Ty 7T haveprox_m?ed to give
. the permission [to the
BroaCp,Ovan oMt o¥TI1a Rebbe and the
K"3® "1l 210 717 By Rebbetzin] and as yet
SCrp DU nothing has worked

out". -

12121

AR et

Entry  Visas
to the U.S.

On 22 Kislev Mr.
Rabinowitz arrived in
New .~ York  and
'reported o  the
';Prevmus Rebbe on his
efforts to rescue. “the- -

TTYTY

great promises and the fine words that were
said to them. I am very broken from this, and
it is causing me considerable grief." :The letter
goes on to request: that Mr. Rabmownz
influence the Consul in Nice to work for both

permission for Amencan ummgrauon and exit |

visas from France.

On 13 Kislew 5701, ACC 's:ént é'le'rtér o the

Consul in Nice containing a cemflcate of =

rabbinate" for the Rebbe MHM. - The people
conducting rescue efforts under the Previous
Rebbe kept in touch through telegrams with
the Rebbe MHM, and the addressee for the
telegrams in Nice bore the name "Avram". A
letrer to Mr. Rabinowitz, wrinten a few days
afterward - 15 Kislev - contains reference to the
letter with the certificate combined with a
request to arrange for pressure from the State
Department on the Consul so that things
would really be accomplished.  The letter
concludes with a blessing: "May Hashem help

a1

_ Rcbbc il
' emxgranon requests from Nice to Marseﬂle :
'At that time the reason for this request was
“not kuown m the 118 and the Previous

Rebbe.
Rebbe summed up his impression: of . how

The Prewous

matters were proceeding the next.day, in a
letter dated 23 Kzsle'v "My rmnd is snll not

settled."

Around then, a request was 'received from the

tranaf\.;. the fllc concerning

Rebbe asked lum about it'in a letter from 10
Teves

[The answer to this question is still not clear.

History books, however, describe the consul
from Nice as an anti-Semite who always
sought to harm Jewish interests. In contrast,
the Consul in Marseille sympathized with the
Jews]. The request was delivered to
Washington by the Rashag, who arrived there
on 19 Shevar. In his efforts in the high
echelons the lawyer of ACC succeeded in



sending the whole series of emigration papers
again, to Marseille, as he related in a.special
telegram to the Consul there. On 21 Shevat
he related to the Rashag thar the State
Department stated explicitly to the Consul in
Marseille not to seek a permit based on the
Rebbe's after emigration, since
according to their view the matter was already
satisfactory. o

finances

In matters such as these - the lawyer stated -
the Consul generally accepted the State
Department's requests. Nevertheless the old
affidavit was sent to Marseille (without wiring
the Consul in order not to block progress).

A letter of the Rebbetzin from 26 Adar 5701
finally reports that the American Consul
promised to give the entry visas to the US.

When these would be obtained, writes the
Rebbetzin, they would be able o take
appropriate measures 1o receive the certificates.

The Previous Rebbe writes in his letter of 9
Nissan: "Our daughter Chaya Mushka and her
husband Harav Menachem Mendel are still in
France, and they hope after Purim to come
here." On 20 Nissan in Marseille the Rebbe
and the Rebbetzin received entry visas for the

U.S. The essential part of the untiring rescue

efforts then was crowned with success. |

Obtaining Tickets

The plan for the journey to the US. was to
pass through Portugal. The Previous Rebbe's
letter on 8 Jyar 5701 described new obstacles:

"My sonin-law and daughter are now in Nice,
and thank G-d they have already obrained
permits to enter this country, and the only
problem 1s obtaining Portuguese tramsit visas
and second-class tickerts for one of the big ships
- the time is drawing very close". Thanks to
the efforts of the Previous Rebbe, they
obtained the visas and the tickets.

It 15 told that after they obtained the tickets for
the "last boat" departing, an urgent telegram
suddenly arrived from the Previous Rebbe
containing the surprising instruction not to go
on the boar Only much later was it
determined that the boat was captured by the

Tralians.

Again, effort was exerted to obtain tickets that,
in those circumnstances, were unavailable,

Finally the martter was arranged thanks to the
chassid, Rabbt Mordechai Bistritzky NE who
lived in the US.: two tckets were at his
disposal, which he had obtained for his father-
in-law Rabbi Levi Lugvir and his mother-in-
law, the Rebbetzin Rechama. The Lugvirs
{led from Antwerp to Nice and were held back
when they were refused permission to enter
Portugal (much later they were imprisoned in
the extermination camp of Auschwitz, G-d
avenge their blood). Rabbi Bistritzky, who
understood the pain of the Previous Rebbe in
not obtaining tickets for his daughter and son-
in-law, agreed to give the tickets to the Rebbe
and the Rebbetzin. Much later, the Previous
Rebbe asked him to accept the price of the
tickets, since he wanted to pay for them

himself.

On the 17th of Sivan 5701 (1941}, the Rebbe
and the Rebbetzin boarded the ship "Serpa
Pinto" leaving from Lisbon to the US. The
passage was very dangerous and enly with G-
d's kindness did the ship avoid Nazi fire. On
board the ship the Rebbe sent a letter to the

Previous Rebbe announcing his departure

from European territorial waters.

The 28th of Sivan in the
"Lower Hemisphere"

On Monday, 28 Siwan, at 10:30 in the
morning, the ship anchored in New York
harbor. The Previous Rebbe's health
prevented him from personally welcoming his
daughter and son-in-law; however, he took
care to send a party of dignitaries, including
elder chassidim to meet them. The Previous
Rebbe felt boundless joy that the rescue effort
had finally come to fruition and he made sure
that all close to him participated in the
rejoicing, at the same time revealing to them a
small part of the lofty qualities of his son-in-
law. According to his instructions, the

yeshiva students also went out to welcome the
Rebbe and the Rebbetzin on their arrival to
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770.
A short time afterwards, on Tuesday night, 2
Tammuz, the Rebbe agreed to the requests of
the chassidic ~community, who were
acknowledging an important event in the
Rebbe's household, to honour them with his
participation in a farbrengen arranged to
celebrate his arrival. For more than six hours,
chassidim and students of the yeshiva crowded
around him in the Beis Midrash of Lubavitch-
770, thirstly drinking in his every word. To
many of them it was clear that on that day,
from a certain perspective, a long period of the
‘Rebbe keeping to himself had ended and that a
complete transformation was about to occur in
everything connected to spreading chassidus in
the "lower hemisphere”.

A special announcement printed in the Torah
magazine Hapardes, Tammuz editon, 5701,
publicized the successful arrival of the "Son-in-
law of the house of the Nasi", and added the
good wish: "May his arrival be for blessing
and success, to exalt the power of the Torah,
and for the glory of Chabad".  And indeed,
with the arrival of the Rebbe a new movement
began in spreading the Torah and Judaism,
beginning in the U.S. and much later in the
whole world. At this tume the Previous
Rebbe established three major organizauons.
One was Machne Yisroel, whose declared
purpose was “strengthening Judaism and
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fulfiliment of the
Torah and its
practical
commandments;
to arouse the
hearts of the
Jewish people and
to draw them
close o
repentance,
Torah, and good
deeds”, and whose
ambition was "to
publicize the

truth that
immediate
repentance brings
immediate
redemption
through our righteous Mashiach".  Another

was “Kehot™ Publishing -~ -including also-the -~

publishing of "Otzar Chassidisn Lubavirch”.

The third was Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch,
whose mission was to provide for education of
the sons and daughters of Israel in the spirit of

"the Patriarch Israel”. The leadership of these
institutions was given to the Rebbe.

The annual celebration of the date marking the
amazing transformation that took effect with
the Rebbe's arrival to the U.S. was delayed
somewhat. In 1957 his official biography (in
the introduction to Hayom Yom) only
recorded the fact that in "5701 - Sivan - he
came to New York".

Later sull, in 1983, when the Previous Rebbe's
letter of announcement from 28 Sivan was
published, the exact date was publicized.

Three years later, in 1986, in "our holy
courtyards" a chassidic farbrengen for the
public was held on the occasion of this day,
and the Rebbe participated by sending a bottle
of vodka. Since then, the general Chabad
chassidic population, in all parts of the world,
marks the 28th of Sivan as a holiday, a
propitious day for chassidic farbrengens and
making good resolutions in strengthening the
work to spread the wellsprings outward.

o



The following rwo letters were written by Rabbi Israel Jacobson, then head of Agudas
Chassidei Chabad of America, in connection with the efforts ro rescue the Rebbe from
Eurape and bring him to the U.S.

280 East Broadway, New York, N.Y.

Jan. 16th, 1940

Samuel Kramer, Esq.,
122 East 42nd St.,
New York, N.Y.

My dear Mr. Kramer,

I wish to take this opportunity of advising you that I have discussed the matter
which we spoke of over the telephone which Mr. Rhoade believes to be dangerous
itinerary, with Rabbi Levitin. We have come to the following conclusion:

If Rabbi Gourary asked that the visas be made through Italy via Germany, 1t
seems evident that they surely understand there on the place that such an itinerary
is not dangerous, and that it is best according to the present condition. We also
know that Jews with a very Jewish appearance travelled through Germany
without any trouble and molestation, and we therefore hope that there will not be- -
any trouble this time. L L
_ Concerning Sweden, it seems that we can not even think of that way now, and

therefore the Italian plan is the best feasible. ' '

Please advise me about the visa for Rabbi M. Schneersohn of Paris. Why do
we not bring him to New York when it’s so necessary and important to have him
here and to bring him over? We should lose any time in bringing him to us.

With kindest personal greetings,

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Israel Jacobson




Jan. 24th 1940

Max Rhoade, Esq.

Menachem M. Schneersohn of Paris. I am surprised that activity for him has
been stopped. The papers could have been sent to him long ago so that he could
come since we need him very much now. We read in the newspapers that the
French government is about to draft aliens for military service, and we therefore
must try to get him out as soon as possible. The Rebbe asked that we do all we
can to get him out immediately since he is an important person.

Do you think it is important that we meet personally to discuss all these
matters?

Looking forward to hear from you, I am.
 With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

[ S—

Rabbi Isjrael Jacobson
ACOMPANHIA aom MAVFGACA




