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By the Grace of G-d

11th of Cheshvan, 5740
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr.

Bomtay
India

Greeting and Blessing:

After not hearing from you for a lcng time, 1 was pleased
to receive your letter of the lst of Marcheshvan, and to note
that you are in contact with Askonim who are active in the
vital problem of ensuring Geyrus in accordance with the
Halacha.

It is a tragic state of affairs if it 1s necessary to
argue and prove that “conversions" that are not in accord
with the Halacha are“not worth the paper on which they are
written! Moreover, it would be laughable, if it were not so
tragic, that such "conversions" to Judaism are performed by
an individual whose own conduct and way of life is diametri-
cally contrary to authentic Judaism, and such a person is
Bupposedly converting gentiles and bringing them into the
bosom of the Jewish people. .

There is surely no need to point out that since such
¢onversions are in most cases connected with marriage, the
conversion obviously affects not only the immediate parties,
but also their children and offspring to all posterity. In
other words, the effect of this distortion and transgressio
is a lasting one, affecting all generations, and the one who
perpetrates it, regardless of his motives, causes untolad
harm for all future generations. There is, of course, no
need to elaborate to you on this painful question. But it
is eimply impossiblegnot to cry out in pain, even in a few
brief lines. LI

- s .

May G-d grant that you sghould continue your utmost -
forts in this most important matter, and this will-‘surely
bring you and yours additional Divine blessings in all needs.

You do not mention anything about the matters of health
and Parnosso, from which 1 gather that all is well, and may
things go from good to better.

I trust you took the fullest advantage of the month of
Tishrei to spread and strengthen Torah-true Yiddis! \eit in all

your surroundings. :
: th b i o .
with losslngﬁnw.g<AVn@» ;
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By the Grace of G-d
6th of Adar II, 5719
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Committee of Beth Rivkah Youth

Fast St. Hilda, Véc.
Australia

Blessing and Greeting:

I was pleased to receive your letter of the 17th of Adar I, in
which you report on your work in connection with your first Annual
Summer Camp. :

I hope that the contact that you have made with these girls during
the camp season will be maintalned by you alsc after the season and
throughout the year. For, as you know, the purpose of this camp is
to invigorate the campers both physically and spiritually, and the
maintainence of contact will surely have a beneficial influence on
the girls in their studies and conduct throughout the year. I need
hardly emphasize that very often children find themselves in an
undesirable environment and undesirable influences which must be
counteracted. Therefore, it is advisable to arrange a reunion sever-
al times during the year, as is done in connection with our camps
here in the States. Such days as Purim, Lag B'Omer, and the Festivals
in general, provide good opportunities for such reunions, etc.

I send my prayerful wishes to all the Madrichos to make ever-growing
strides in their own holy studies, and in all matters connected with
daily life and conduct, for in oréer to be a sourae of inspiration
and influence, one mus% possess a wealth of all those good things
which one deslres to impart to others,

Hoping to hear good news from you always,

With blessing,
I hope that you are in communication with the N'Shei U'Bnois Chabad,
and it would be well also for you to communicate with the central

organization of the N'Shel in Brooklyn, which you can do through
our office.




=3THD e SR STIYR oI

INRTURTY 270D [

[CRLRETE et

TNENRD WU T

ST

ERE 1L R B T TR L
- ORC2wR NIv o, ¥ipn My -
e L7177p02

12 oxMya Feny 3T U omfaan

1552
WS 12005 %3P Yiaa oun

o
—
~r
&

JI2TYO1ITPY TARDY TOIR TS L@ 137 AT nann? 11Tnyan

Z7%RyEn oabr vty 33 avr 3t aaR 1P onwaisy ,owiwas

JOTEY IR P32 TR 7y v

Wk 1ra (PRATT nyInt cwioo3n oaww Yra vy
RRAPI VT LINOXT YTSIn 273 vIn fraw RR oR LaTa ¢
- anw 9y P

1iwwt Gnawv AIIR = GHYITIYY abwa oo
J(173780 4% apcd %o awrinw) ‘om

0o -

R B B B
nex o'y abinn
S190 pY !

-
? Yy = noanv
Y1¥D BICPaAY G0

WM POYR NPt

STIX TIIWAR VIV NIRT 0218 09IRInT LaNiRAY aviR1 Yponn

ﬂ17:gﬁ945;j'§3}ﬁ_§j;¥: (2% qep ya~ {zanan qieb3) rmnxy eqs
)]

»13p7X nY My BmY YA NONYBRA A INAT P73 M1kYY nqacoeb

p
C&{?Cﬂ:ﬂ:l
(CTEYN

«?3T 21270) nYvyes BITY-NIIIW CHATT (a0 nTIYUs :avcred Mmiw

303%w1 29072 (K 4,3) A%%322 1I¥AY 189153 In0 DAABRY o (4A0X Reiw

03 A% *AnRYT/ 21 wrT) 1292 K212 WP D150 YRS naniva N1 w

E9% 13073 Pl 12077 50010 P2 107K 11T 19710°K 93 LK9YY 1iaye xY

vp wrina Y3 (Bw) ‘wincn vy L(ow Yo' w13 abah a1 v5y1na y'u+

LARLEEREEERS A1 RI RS A REAT-ZENE FRREE L PR R L T B T

1o 7y vaba3 1abn AR ‘15 9233 ok wrinny Rovo as mbvoasg nRrYIpYy awo

a% o'nven YRAp» Yanw) ‘1o awo wiinn 252 7730 33RT = 13¥7 8%y ‘a9

= 700%2 70111 L(P¥3%T .7129° X717 2100y L 9y yYaac oxan franT wbs

a3t . (1" n"aro ¥Uiw) “Twa aTiven 1oy 1°2712 p"wz ‘v bnoos

®YD0 MR %3 J1@IWED A7IKY 0IRAB :nII0 17 00K $2 4 TR avran :9Msin

«(X">n @3 1"n) KNvYAIXT K1IT332 proYEn AINT 17T KUK KMNBRD K91 KayRs <

Py anw Yy 21 «(pY2w71 Mwas w"try) afva ,np aomen 1Y"11 13131vcTan

S(Xy7 A%73m) v31afs ‘13 *1I1¥2p @YRONY AN%w XP3iT N0ONT BYLO poo0n K9 At

+13102 277188 aye (vyeaxa 9"iwIxb) a11x gz o"a fka AR TR L

:(Na o"o x"xa% n"A® 37 ,» ndw n"ipva ‘ni) ¥ 3% 1owitep 11%12 vopaaw

72 IRINIVTAR LR LT 7A77Am I373F IIRT 42,1 mY%An :API1KAD A98A JR0n

-{inYrna) ®"az® ¥"x7 nanven x4 - P2 maxd Y ImTR 1Y AMinIkn awn

7R IV AIRI2LG P3 IV WY 12171 VIRYY LT LT

. “rywr 31093 7w
¢2172 1% 3"RoP L0MD TIRZ 131797 L1IKB 79171 S41R A0 a*1in b (ov)

R ) : 2.3
277007 112782 YR 1Mar - 2"9021 av%120vn 'me 7Yy naYRwn xv9b ’
T DTIAR NAYII0 YIAET Y L0132 ©rUhAAY BT ANy B¥ P L fimanrnivetc ‘o
{ " 3 3\ 5 e - J
2 471MIX N aR2) nEP niIwd o morhyny vem a%A1a% 12 amane

[ELEER s iy b B

341 nYy RN WP 0TI VIV ANIN HY N”NN VINTR P2 MADIM P NI

V397 Y990 Y2 V”IVYAS NI732 T AN N”AN IINTR PTI POIN ANINN BYDA
[22% 2101=] Y”V1 ANHPY TINM




YOI WE IN 273 Mo o

Ve PRESDIV ‘.{',’S?Z CABLE ADDRESS: HAMELACH, NEW YORK s
>

MERKDS LINYONE! CHINUCHm:, E=====

CENTRAL OFFICE
776 EABTERN FARKWAY . BROOKLYN I3 N. Y.

/‘
‘121 ®”sx n”un pan
‘e %1%2(\2- 7”10
o2 oY

Jrex 9y 27%1 aaxapry L,Y%apns 197 37ea
0" " n"in pYo

TN XYY SRAA NONURT L I0BART RPYIX1
N33 K9ns n7swR1 1nd71 RS Abl L, NA1han

LNTMIN172T NIt nral

’
.1?('/ “q, ‘N M‘SC !(‘13ﬁ13 @.7[)(-57 NXe Ve A4

!!xs'? _;\y? (1 ‘e G2 (L?J o"’éﬂ? y—,-zm
G/e 7y, A . _Ateon?l
- é{Y& AXDIIRSIV aOnln
\./‘
N

K700 NYNNN - "N nhwn anon

Y7APM DINYVN IMY NV 1T AN N”AN VINTR PYI POIN ANINN HY
MTON 1N [DNY MY apm=]

NN INNN DR N9 DY TP AN 0P RN - NRIID

PITI LAWY INTA INYA HIN MY MVA 1191 N2Y 10,0 INNTH 1D (1D112)
7131 V"1V




=3THD e SR STIYR oI

ziri= Rty

By the Grace of G-4
6th of Adar II, 9719
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr.

Melbourne, Vic.
Australia

Greeting and Blessing:

I was gratified to receive your Cable, in which you state that nego-
tiations for the purchase of a magniflcent building for Beth Rivka
have been completed.

I am locking forward to receiving the happy news that studies have
zlready hegun in the new building, to educate the Jewlsh daughters
so that they wouldé realize that each one 1s a daughter of Sarah,
Rivka, Rachael and Leah, and will, in due course, be the foundation
of a Jewish home. As we discussed this matter at length, I trust
that no effort will be spared in this direction, and the very success
which you have already accomplished with G-d's ﬁelp will surely spur
you to ever-greater accomplishments. I trust, in fact, that before
long this new building will prove too small to house all the girls,
and that it will therefore be the forerunner of greater things to
come.

The Cable with the happy news came appropriately during the happy
month of Adar. As you know, it was a Jewish daughter who had a
prominent part in the happy turn of events which gave us the Festival
of Purim. Esther was able to accomplish suchf wonderful things
because she had the proper education and upbringing in the house of
Mordecai, who was the head of the Sanhedrin, as our Sages tell us.
Her education stood her so well that even though she was ins the royal
palace and was an Empress of 127 lands, she remained loyal to her
faith and, as the Megillah tells us, uFor Esther did the commandment
of Mordecai like as when she was brought up with him."

Please convey my heartfelt expression of Mazel Tov and best wishes to
every one who has participated in the efforts to acquire this building,
and may each and every one of you go from strength to strength in the
development and growth of the Beth Rivka and the Yeshiva, and all
activities for the strengthening and dissemination of the Torah and
Mitzvoth on the widest possible scale.

With blessing,
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Brooklyn 13, N,Y,

By the Grace of Gwd
5711

To the President and Officers
Congregation Ahavaes Achim Lubaviteh

Attt
Sholas u'Broshos
I was ao dlsturbed to hesyr that there are individuals

in your congregation whe sre inelined to imtroduse & new order
in your :mgcm to. t men and women worshippers to sit
there vit n partl

8inge the worshipper preys for G0«d's blessings as he wants
bhntobo,‘goadunas.mminwerydnm, it 1s ohwious

Tort should be made to bring the place of worship,

in its cuter aspeets ueluoupuaiuntomﬂﬂ-d

and no infringemont whatever shewld be allowed

surel ucus to enlarge the fast that fron
days, W’ % generations mm Jows gathered

%w,maﬂmwmalmntd:. unfnuhta
parents and » Plous and devoted as wre to our sac-
red traditions, can have ne doubt as to what their feelings in

this matter would be.

These sentiments sre even maye profound in the csse of a
Shul gomnected with the glorious traditions of the Lubaviteher
Rabbls, lmown for their self-saerificing work to preserve the
sacred traditions among Jews in general, and among their follow
ers in particular. In a congregation bearing the noble name
of "Lubaviteh,” a Shul without a MNechitza (partition) is com~
pletely unthiniable,

Hy father-in-law, of sainted memory, often ted the 014
Rabbd, founder of Lubavitech, that a Jew neither ives nor is
eapubie of being separated fran Gedliness. Lspeelally in these
days of repentance and Divine benevolence, vhen every Jew feels

o Ged, I trust and
pray that every member of your eo ration, ans espeeislly
of ficer and trustee, will use his uenee to reject any idea
of doing away with the Meehitzma,

§

11




e A =R 1S Mt an

Cong. Page 2
Ahavas Aehim Lubaviteh

In the mayit of this the Almighty will accept g:ur
prayers, and all the worshi and of ficors will 1ne-
seribed unto & healthy and happy New Year.

I am looking forward to hearing from you that the matter
of the Mechitza has been properly taken eare of, and thank
you for informing wme of same. '

Wishing you a XKasivo Vachasino Tolivo,

Carddly yours,

Py8. I have sent identical letters to several leading members
of your congregution. NHowever, I wish to emphasize that
sach onae 7idually bears the N:iomimu - a8 though
he were alone - that your Shul Jjustifies its nohle znama,

12
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It was his connection to the Rebbe which helped Rabbi Groner to endure
during times of extreme hardships and personal pain. The Rebbe gave him
the inspiration and energy to continue in his spirit of endeavor. He fashioned
Rabbi Groner into the man he was and the spiritual force he embodied. Rabbi
Groner gave his soul for the Melbourne Jewish community. His dedication
bears to a burning vision which was instilled in his very blood by his teachers
and the Chabad Rebbes. He lived Torah, he lived Chassidus and he lived for his
Rebbe.

Rabbi Yitzchok Dovid Groner worked tirelessly on behalf of the Jewish people
throughout his lifetime. He was an inspiration to thousands and left behind an
empire of Torah institutions which continue to flourish. May his memory be
a blessing.
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and his wife felt, the Rebbe answered, “the true nachas derives from this that
you are doing the shlichus”. The Rebbe also pointed out the positive side of
this situation in emphasizing that parents want their children to learn to be
independent.

On 11 Menachem Av 5731, Rabbi Groner was in New York and about to leave,
the Rebbe called him in to his room, and gave him twenty-six ten-dollar bills
for various missions. The Rebbe instructed him to visit London, Milan, Israel,
Teheran, Singapore, Calcutta, and Bombay. But one of the ten-dollar-bills
the Rebbe gave to Rabbi Groner was a contribution towards buying a gift for
Rebbetzin Groner. “Since your wife didn’t come with you to New York,” the
Rebbe said, “buy her a gift”. He bought his wife a sari from India, which she
later used to make a dress for her son’s wedding.

Chabad today is a leading and vibrant force in the Melbourne Jewish
community. There are a number of Chabad Centers throughout Australia and
many Chabad rabbis serve as Rabbis of established congregations. Today, the
Yeshiva and Beth Rivkah colleges educate over fifteen hundred students.

As Rabbi Groner would always say, the Rebbe demanded total and selfless
dedication to shlichus, but when one listens and follows the Rebbe’s
instructions, the Rebbe blesses him with success in all of his endeavors. Rabbi
Groner would constantly emphasize that the success of Chabad around the
world is not due to the personal abilities of the emissaries, but as a result of
the Rebbe’s blessings. The more one realizes that the success is coming from
above, the more success he will merit.

He often used the parable of a pipe, which is justa vehicle to transport flowing
water. [t would obviously be foolish of the pipe to think that it is accomplishing
anything on it own. Likewise, as the Rebbe’s emissary one is just a pipeline for
the Rebbe’s blessings to flow.
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The Rebbe encouraged Rabbi Groner to use his speaking skills to strengthen
Yiddishkeit, both in Melbourne and in numerous other cities. Once the Rebbe
sent him on a mission to speak in Toronto on the subject of “Who is a Jew,’
and told him to speak in the manner of “keyad hashem hatova alav" (literally,
according to the good hand of G-d which is upon him i.e. fully utilizing his G-d
given talents).

Even during his visits to New York, the Rebbe didn’t let Rabbi Groner rest.
Once when he came to New York, the Rebbe told Rabbi Groner, “you came
here to rest up, but [ am going to put you to work,” thereby instructing him to
visit various places and deliver speeches.

During a private audience in 5740 (1979), the Rebbe conveyed a most
empowering message to Rabbi Groner. The Rebbe sent him to a number of
countries en route to Melbourne with the purpose of spreading Yiddishkeit
and to arrange for the printing of the Sefer HaTanya (the most seminal work
on Chabad philosophy) in these locales. Rabbi Groner had not been feeling
well for a period of time. Referring to Rabbi Groner’s health, the Rebbe said:
“If I will travel with you will you be healthy? Physically I cannot accompany
you, but spiritually wherever you travel, I travel with you!”

The Rebbe’s Care and Concern

The Rebbe was aware of the sacrifices Rabbi Groner and his family made
and always showed a special interest and concern for the welfare of Rabbi
Groner and his family. Before Rabbi Groner left to Australia, the Rebbe blessed
him that he should have nachas from his children. Over the years, The Rebbe
guided and instructed him concerning all his children’s needs. The Rebbe even
contributed money for some of the weddings of Rabbi Groner’s daughters.

As Rabbi Groner’s children grew older, there was a time when most of them
lived away from home. When he once told the Rebbe about the loneliness he

O O
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someone taking care of the technicalities, and the Rebbe replied, “So perhaps
you need to hire two people”.

Rabbi Groner’s work was not limited to Australia alone. Following the
Rebbe’s directives, he would in the course of his travels stop off in a number of
countries including Israel, Europe and the Far East, thereby taking advantage
of his trips to strengthen Yiddishkeit in those communities.

Over the years, he went on various missions to Tehran, Iran; Tokyo, Japan;
HongKong; Singapore; Calcuttaand Bombay, India; Bangkok, Thailand; Athens,
Greece; and Manila, Philippines. During these trips he would meet and speak
with members of the local Jewish community to strengthen Jewish education
and observance. He was also involved with the building and supervision of
Mikvaos (ritual baths) in a number of these cities.

During his visits to Israel, the Rebbe sent him on various missions to meet
and speak with different rabbis and Israeli officials, amongst them former
president Shazar, and former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. The Rebbe also sent
him to meet with various influential people regarding the “Who is a Jew” issue
(namely, that conversions to Judaism must be performed according to strict
halachic standards). During a visitin 1979, the Rebbe instructed Rabbi Groner
to try to arrange an interview with the mainstream Israeli newspapersto
speak either about the issue of “Who is a Jew” or the importance of not giving
into demands for territorial concessions.

The Rebbe also instructed Rabbi Groner that when he returns to Australia,
he should remain in contact with the people he visited, ensuring they follow-
up on the matters he discussed with them.

Rabbi Groner was renowned as a very charismatic, passionate, and fiery
orator. He was a sought-after speaker and was requested to speak at numerous
communal events and private functions. His passion and sincerity always left
an indelible impression on the audience.
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things were set up in this world”.

Another challenge Rabbi Groner faced was finding teachers from overseas
who would be willing to relocate with their families to Melbourne. The Rebbe
once told him that in order to recruit people he should make sure they will
feel a sense of satisfaction and accomplishment. They should feel that they

« {4

will have “a “name”, and a place where they can make use of their abilities.”

In addition to being chief fundraiser and Executive Director of the Yeshiva
Center, Rabbi Groner would teach or participate in different Torah lectures
and classes, on an almost daily basis. The Rebbe encouraged him to establish
Torah classes, particularly in Halacha (Jewish law). The Rebbe once told him
that wherever he travels he should “converse in learning” (discuss matters of
Jewish scholarship).

Tireless Worker

Rabbi Groner was a tireless worker, who dedicated himself twenty-four hours
a day to the personal and public needs of the community and its members.
The Rebbe once remarked about him, that what it would take somebody else
ten days to accomplish, Rabbi Groner could accomplish in just a few days.

Despite hisimmense work load, the Rebbe pointed out to him the importance
of maintaining a regular schedule of eating and sleeping. “If you would (make
sure to) eat on time, and sleep on time,” the Rebbe told him, “in the long run
you will be more successful.”

Once, when the Rebbe inquired about Rabbi Groner’s health, he replied that
his health was not good, and his doctor had told him that this is because of
his heavy workload. The Rebbe quoted the Talmud (Tractate Bava Metziah,
folio 77a), which states, that it is unhealthy for hardworking people to refrain
from work. However, the Rebbe told him to hire a secretary to take care of the
technicalities. He told the Rebbe that in every department there is already
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does not lead to any useful accomplishments. Moreover, the Rebbe pointed
out to him, that all of his fears and worries never materialized.

On one occasion when the Rebbe saw that Rabbi Groner seemed discouraged,
the Rebbe told him: “you are going to travel over the Pacific, so throw your
marah shchorah (melancholy) in the Pacific”. Another time, the Rebbe told
him that his “marah shchorah” was coming from the “old and foolish king”
(Ecclesiastes 4:13 - a reference to the evil inclination), and he should do away
with it.

Guidance from the Rebbe

Rabbi Groner was a very charismatic and “larger than life” personality. He was
a distinguished rabbi, an important communal leader, a world-class orator,
and a respected Torah scholar. He was able to connect to each community
member as rabbi, teacher, counselor, and friend. His influence extended far
beyond the Lubavitch community, extending to the wider Melbourne and
Australian Jewish community.

Throughout the years, Rabbi Groner merited to receive guidance from the
Rebbe on many matters relating to his personal and communal work.

In the early 1950’s, while still in Buffalo, the Rebbe asked Rabbi Groner
to perform a certain task. Sensing Rabbi Groner’s feeling of difficulty in
accomplishing the task, the Rebbe related: "Every morning, either before
or after birchos hashachar (the morning blessings), everyone who saw my
father-in-law the Rebbe, should go into a corner and picture the face of the
Rebbe my father-in-law. And then his work will be carried out on a totally
different level”.

Rabbi Groner once asked the Rebbe why he had to experience the difficulties

of fundraising. When he would approach a prospective donor for money he
would feel “butterflies” in his stomach. The Rebbe responded, “this is the way
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beyond normal expectations and circumstances.

Despite remarkable successes, the Rebbe constantly set higher goals and
demanded continous growth and expansion. In 1989, Rabbi Groner requested
a blessing for the institutions in Melbourne and Sydney, and the Rebbe
responded: “You are talking about the old [=already existing] institutions. I
want new ones!”

Encouragement and Optimism

Amidst great success, Rabbi Groner faced many difficulties. The Rebbe was
his inspiration and strength in the face of difficulties and challenges. As the
Rebbe wrote in a letter to Rebbetzin Groner (29 Kislev, 5720 - December 30,
1959): “.. Notwithstanding all the difficulties, we are taught ‘there is nothing
that stands in the face of a person’s will.” Of course, it demands effort, but we
see in recent years, that we are successful more than we imagined (definitely
you saw this yourself in your work, and also your husband in his work, and this
is the way it is in every place).

‘And as we heard from my father-in-law that when a soldier goes out to war,
he goes with a happy victory march, which ensures that the victory should be
greater and quicker - so too is it also in the above mentioned, that when you and
all those that are doing the work will go with joy and will be convinced about
the success of the work, it will come easier, quicker, and in a bigger measure.”

Due to the many challenges and difficulties he faced, at times Rabbi Groner
feltdiscouraged and pessimistic. The Rebbe always urged him to be happy and
optimistic. The Rebbe emphasized the importance of carrying out his work
with happiness and an abundance of trust in G-d. The Rebbe referred to the
Zohar (vol. 2 184b) where it is explained that if a person is in a happy mood in
this world, he causes happiness and blessings to be drawn down from above.
The Rebbe pointed out, that “marah shchora” (melancholy, gloom, pessimism)
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The Chabad shluchim and community members worked tirelessly in
transforming and building the Jewish community in Melbourne into the
vibrant Torah community it is today. They reached out to the fledgling Jewish
community, which was comprised of Holocaust survivors and immigrants,
spreading and strengthening Yiddishkeit and Torah education. Many Yeshiva
students, who came from homes that were not observant, grew up to be
observant Jews. In addition to Yeshiva College for boys and Beth Rivkah girls’
school, Chabad is at the forefront of outreach, reaching out to all members of
the Jewish community, spreading an awareness and love for Torah, Judaism,
Jewish life and community.

In 1963, when Rabbi Groner asked for the Rebbe’s blessing for the Yeshiva
Center, the Rebbe responded that he is giving his blessings to the Chabad
institutions in Melbourne, that they should expand both physically and
spiritually in a manner of “Uforatsta™ (“you should spread forth”), but he
wants that the Chabad activists should work in a manner of great expansion,
in the most literal sense. The Rebbe pointed out that they should not harbor
any feelings of inferiority vis-a-vis other elements in the community, quoting
the verse in Psalms 119:45 "and I will walk with expansiveness”.

With the blessing and guidance of the Rebbe, the Lubavitch institutions in
Melbourne grew at an astonishing pace. 1962 saw the opening of the Beth
Rivkah Basser Primary School building with the attendance of the Premier
of Victoria, Sir Henry Bolte. In 1966 Rabbi Zalman Serebryanski founded
the Yeshiva Gedolah - the Rabbinical College of Australia and New Zealand.
1968 witnessed the opening of the Ellinson Beth Rivkah Secondary School
building with then Prime Minister of Australia Mr. John Gorton in attendance.
The Ohel Chana Girls’ Seminary was founded in 1971. In 1979 the Kollel
(Talmudic Academy) for married men was founded. The Rebbe once said to
Rabbi Groner that the success of the institutions in Melbourne was “higher
than nature,” pointing out a number of successful developments that were
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would not suspect that it was coming from the incense of the Holy Temple.
The Rebbe said that this does not seem to be consistent with what we find
in the Torah that women use perfume? The Rebbe answered, that a woman
whose husband is serving in the Holy Temple would indeed make a sacrifice
not to use perfume. Likewise, the Rebbe asserted, when one goes on the holy
mission to spread Yiddishkeit, certain physical discomforts and sacrifices
have to be made.

The Rebbe also addressed the problem of criticism from community
members. “It hurts”, the Rebbe said, “but it goes together with the work”.
Discussing the subject of fundraising, the Rebbe said “a rich man could build
a building worth a million dollars. If you don’t go to him, you are equal to him.
But if you want to accomplish something, you have to approach him”".

During the 55 minutes, the Rebbe spoke with his head facing downward. At
the end of the yechidus, the Rebbe lifted his head and said “if you want to leave

n»n

[Australia], you may leave, without any “kepeidos”” (resentment, contempt,
reproof). The Rebbe made it clear to Rabbi Groner that his decision should be
made from his own volition, and he should not be afraid of any “kepeida” on

the Rebbe’s part.

Rabbi Groner and his family remained in Australia, heading the Lubavitch
institutions there for the next 50 years.

Blessings and Success

In the following years the Rebbe continuously offered guidance,
encouragement, and blessings to Rabbi Groner and the other Chabad activists
in their work, always demonstrating a deep interest in Melbourne Jewish life.
When Rabbi Groner once asked the Rebbe to keep a special eye on Melbourne,
the Rebbe responded, "Do you need to ask me for this?"
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. . After all these reflections, I explicitly told your husband that as far as
he and you are concerned, and as far as the continuation of your work
in Australia is concerned, you have complete freedom of action now, as before
you set out for Australia, when you were in Brooklyn or Buffalo. You have the
freedom to decide whether you wish to continue your work in Australia at the
end of the three year period, with all that it entails, or return to an easier job in
this country. As a matter of fact, the job at the Yeshiva which your husband held
before, would undoubtedly be available to him in the same capacity as before
[which is that of the category of a "clerk”, with all the "advantages” indicated
earlier]. Furthermore, 1 assured your husband that there is no implication
of "kepeida" or reproof from my part, whatever decision he and you make.
The important thing is that if the task is to be done successfully, the work must
be carried on willingly, without compulsion and without considering it as penal
servitude or deportation. On the other hand, I would be amiss of my duty if |
were not to point out the essential differences between one job as against the
other, in the light of the quotation mentioned above, "More knowledge, more

ny

pain...

During this Yechidus, the Rebbe emphasized to Rabbi Groner that Australia
is one of the places, which has the potential to be completely transformed
into a vibrant Torah community. “It can become like B'nei Brak, Williamsburg,
Crown Heights.” The Rebbe explained to Rabbi Groner his advantage of being
American born who speaks English without an accent - as opposed to the
immigrants from Eastern Europe -, who can influence people to put on Tefilin.

Referring to the physical discomforts Rabbi Groner’s family experienced
in Australia compared to the American standard of living, the Rebbe quoted
the Talmud in tractate Yuma (38a). In this tractate, the Talmud discusses the
family of Avtinas whose job it was to manufacture the incense (“Ketores”)
in the holy temple. When a member of this family would get married, they
would stipulate with their wife that she should not use perfume, so people
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Obviously, one whose capacity limits him to a secondary position, such as that
of a clerk, there is little he can do about it, as this is all that he can accomplish.
On the other hand, one who has the capacity to be an executive and in charge of
a responsible undertaking, if such a person should confine himself within
the framework of a clerk’s job, it would be a gross injustice even to himself,
not to mention to the cause. It is written, "More knowledge, more pain," and
the more knowledgeable and advanced person is inevitably involved in more
complicated things. One can say: "l don't want to be on the higher level, so that |
be spared the pain.” but this would be like a person saying: "I don't want to be a
human being, I want to be like an animal and be spared all the pain associated
with human life.”

.. Furthermore, there is the added dimension in that the work is carried on
in a country where Judaism is still in its infancy, requiring a real pioneering
spirit to transform the whole of Jewish life in that remote continent. What
a challenge and opportunity such work offers to the qualified person!

.. As for what can actually be accomplished, I mentioned to your husband the
experience in a somewhat similar situation, when the father of my father-in-
law sent two Jews to Gruzia (Caucasia), a remote and neglected region, the two
emissaries so transformed Jewish life there that even now, 45 years later, we find
grandchildren of those native Jews in New York who are strictly religious and
devoted Chasidim. There is this difference, however, that those two Jews who
revitalized Jewish life in that remote region, were the only pioneers and had no
helpers. They had to start from scratch, whereas you and your husband came
to Australia, finding there a group of Anash [=Lubavitch families] who have, to
a considerable extent, already prepared the ground, except that many phases
of the work have still to be accomplished and could best be done by people who
have an American English background, since, basically, the Australian society is
similar to that of the English American society.
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experienced various hardships in his shlichus. On the night of 7 Cheshvan,
Rabbi Groner merited a private audience with the Rebbe. He discussed with
the Rebbe the progress of the Yeshiva, and the decision he had to make
regarding his future in Melbourne.

During a 55 minute long yechidus, the Rebbe explained the importance of
Rabbi Groner’s work. In a letter to Rebbetzin Groner (dated 11th of Cheshvan,
5721 - November 1, 1960) the Rebbe highlighted some of the points he
discussed with Rabbi Groner during this yechidus: "You mention other points
in your letters, concerning opinions and attitudes of other people, the lack of
appreciation, etc.,, all of which you seem to have taken in a rather sensitive
way, which gave rise to your thoughts on the relative disadvantages of your
husband'’s present position by comparison with his previous one. As I have
emphasized to your husband, the difference between his present work and his
previous work is not a difference of place or surroundings, but a difference of
the essential quality and character of the work itself. For previously he was in
the capacity of an employed "clerk”, and as such, there were certainly a number
of advantages. A clerk has definite hours, and upon completion of his day's work
he can dismiss it from his mind, knowing that the responsibility lies squarely on
the shoulders of the superior. He need only to do the task given to him, in his best
way, and he can then feel no worries, responsibilities or other commitments.
Furthermore, such a job arouses a minimum of envy, less nervous strain, etc.
On the other hand, when one has the task of an executive, upon whom the
full responsibility rests, all the more so being at a great distance, and having
to make decisions, and especially when he takes up such a job willingly and
enthusiastically and is successful, it is bound to call forth envy. And envy is
such a mental state that it evokes various feelings in the envious person and
other expressions, which frequently are inconsiderate and unjustified and
very often the envious person himself regrets them. It is also obvious that such a
position entails greater personal commitment, nervous strain, etc.
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heights. As the Rebbe wrote in a letter to Rabbi Groner’s wife, Rebbetzin
Devorah Groner (dated 20 Nissan, 5720 - April 17, 1960) “the intention of
going on shlichus is not only to bring Yiddishkeit to Australia, and not only are
you doing a favor for the Jews in Australia, but a main point is also that this is
beneficial for and bestows good upon the one who does this [shlichus], in his

”

own personal endeavors. .”.

In 1958, after urgent requests from the Yeshiva in Melbourne, Rabbi Groner
and his family prepared to move to Australia. Rabbi Groner departed December
3rd, 1958. His wife and six children arrived by boat six months later.

In Kislev 5719 (December 1958), Rabbi Groner had a private audience with
the Rebbe before departing to Melbourne. The Rebbe gave him extraordinary
blessings, promising him success: “Go, I willmake youagadol!” (adistinguished
Torah personality). This promise was indeed realized.

Referring to his “title” and “job description” in Melbourne, the Rebbe said
“shlucho shel adam kemoso”! [“An emissary is akin to the sender” - this itself
being the most prestigious title possible].

Since Rabbi Groner still did not yet feel he was ready to commit to a life-
long shlichus, the Rebbe suggested that he should go for “three to five years”
to consolidate the Yeshiva. After this time the Groners would be free to
decide whether to remain in Australia or return to America.

Lifelong Shlichus

In Tishrei 5721 (October 1960), Rabbi Groner traveled to New York to visit
the Rebbe. It had been almost two years since he had left to Australia, and he
traveled to consult with the Rebbe regarding the continuation of his shlichus
in Melbourne.

During this time, Rabbi Groner had seen much success. However, he had also
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Groner had to first ensure that the Yeshiva in Buffalo could operate without
him. Only then, would Rabbi Groner be able to remain in Australia.

Rabbi Groner returned to America at the start of 1955, after spending
approximately six months in Australia. Shortly thereafter, Rabbi Groner had
a private audience with the Rebbe, in which he gave a report of his work
in Australia. The Rebbe spoke with him about the opportunity that was
“left behind” in Australia, saying that he was raising the subject because
another opportunity may present itself. The Rebbe explained the value of
such communal work. He said that, “the world calls it ‘imaginary’ honor” [i.e.
honor given to one simply for his communal work, without genuine feeling].
Chassidus however considers this “to use out one’s capabilities””. The Rebbe
concluded “whatever decision you will make should be with success. And it
should be made only with “simcha” (happiness)”. The Rebbe emphasized
that his decision to go to on shlichus should be based not only on kabolas ol
(accepting the yoke, a chasidic term for a person's subjugation to the Divine
Will), but with simcha (joy), and a complete heart.

During the following years, as the Chassidim in Australia repeatedly asked
the Rebbe for Rabbi Groner to return to Australia, The Rebbe continued to
urge Rabbi Groner to go to Australia. Rabbi Groner was working for the
central Lubavitcher Yeshiva office in New York at that time, fundraising and
overseeing the work of the different Lubavitch schools in the United States.
The Rebbe asserted that he wanted him to use his capabilities and talents.
Melbourne would be the place where he could actualize his full potential.

The Rebbe illustrated to Rabbi Groner the advantages of shlichus. He
explained that not only does the community where the shliach resides benefit,
but the shliach also benefits in both his physical and spiritual endeavors.
The Rebbe said to him, that even for the sake of learning a page of Gemara,
it would be more conducive if he went on shlichus than staying in crown
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From 1948 to 1954 Rabbi Groner lived in Buffalo, New York where he ran a
Lubavitch School. In 1950 the Previous Rebbe passed away, and the following
year, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, son-in-law of the previous Rebbe,
accepted the mantle of leadership of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement. Rabbi
Groner became a devoted follower and Chasid of the new Rebbe for the rest

of his life.
Shlichus to Australia

In 1954, Rabbi Groner was sent on a second fundraising trip to Australia.
By this time, there was an existing group of pioneering Lubavitcher families
(Serebryanski, Kluwgant, Althaus, Gurewicz, Wilschansky, and Pliskin). After
leaving Russia, they settled in Australia following the instructions of the
Previous Rebbe. They were greatly aided by Rabbi Moshe Zalman Feiglin
0.B.M., a great pioneer of Torah true Judaism in Australia. Together, they
founded the Lubavitch Boys Day School (Yeshiva College) in Melbourne, and
were looking for a talented, charismatic English speaker who would be able to
connect to and interact with the youth and general community. When Rabbi
Groner visited Australia in 1954, they knew that they had found their man.
Rabbi Groner embodied both the contemporary American spirit and was able
to relate to the many European immigrants, their experiences and lifestyle. He
played baseball with the Australian youth, while at the same time being able
to empathize with survivors from a war torn Europe. It was Rabbi Groner’s
unique personality that attracted all members of the community, whether it
was to learn a Chassidic discourse or to discuss baseball scores.

At that time the Yeshiva Boys School was headed by Rabbi Zalman
Serebryanski. He wrote a letter to the Rebbe, suggesting that Rabbi Groner
should remain in Australia for a period of time to facilitate the growth of the
Yeshiva. Rabbi Groner at this time had primary responsibility over the Yeshiva
in Buffalo. The Rebbe replied saying that that while it was a good idea, Rabbi
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about strengthening Judaism in general and regarding proper Jewish education
in particular, but you should not be content with this; rather you should see to
it that your words should lead to concrete actions, and you should establish
strong connections with rabbis, layman, and youth who will continue in this
work even after you leave their country.”

When Rabbi Groner wrote a letter to the Previous Rebbe about his intention
to return home, the Previous Rebbe responded:

“Baruch Hashem, 9 Adar 1, 5708, Brooklyn, My dear friend, Rabbi Yitzchak
Dovid, Peace and blessing!

In reply to your letter . . regarding your intention to return home, I think that
also in Australia you hurried in your work. The purpose of your journey, and that
of my emissaries to other countries, in fundraising and establishing committees
to support Torah educational institutions, is only a pure ‘garment’ for the inner,
essential point, which is to awaken our Jewish brethren and to remind them
of their pious, sincere, and upstanding parents and ancestors who sacrificed
their lives to observe Shabbos, the laws of family purity with kosher mikvahs
and other mitzvos, and who put in all their strength to educate their sons and
daughters in the ways of Torah and mitzvos, some of whom educated their
children in the ways of the chasidic lifestyle, whether in the ways of Chabad, or
other Chasidic groups. .

Certainly, the task of a fundraiser is to raise money for Torah and educational
institutions, but that alone is not everything. The funds may be greatly needed,
but the task of inspiring people is a necessity, which this - spiritually awakening
people - is of utmost importance.

May G-d grant you material and spiritual success. Your friend, who seeks your
welfare, and blesses you that you succeed materially and spiritually in your

mission.”
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management and maintenance of these Yeshivos . . requires huge funds.”

“In addition, we are now involved in the task of saving hundreds of rabbis,
ritual slaughterers, and students of Tomchei Temimim and Chabad members,
who managed to escape Russia and currently find themselves in the D.P. camps in
Germany and Austria, and they need to emigrate right away to other countries,
something which requires great sums of money in order to obtain permits and
travel expenses and to support them until they are settled.

“Therefore we turn with a request and demand to all those who cherish
Torah . . to aid Rabbi Groner and to donate generously with an open hand and
benevolent spirit . . The merit of supporting Torah and redeeming captives will
stand in good stead for all those who are involved to be blessed together with

their families in all good things physically and spiritually.”

At that time, Jewish communal life and religious institutions in Melbourne
was in its early stages of development. There was an influx of immigrants
coming from Europe after the Holocaust, and the Jewish day school system
had not yet been established. Rabbi Groner traveled to Sydney, Melbourne,
Brisbane, New Zealand and other communities. In Sydney, he met the young
Rabbi Chaim Gutnick O.B.M. and began a friendship that lasted a lifetime. He
ended up staying in Australia for about a half year.

He also forged a strong relationship with Rabbi Moshe Zalman Feiglin, O.B.M.
- a pioneering figure in the development of Judaism in Australia. He made
a particularly strong impression on the youth, being an unusual blend of a
young American “Yankee”, who could speak about sports and other worldly
matters, while at the same time being well versed in Torah and steeped in
traditional, Eastern-European Judaism.

Throughout the trip, Rabbi Groner was in contact with the Previous Rebbe
via mail. In one letter he wrote, “obviously it is good that you speak in public
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and G-d fearing person.”

In the following years, Rabbi Groner assisted in running the Yeshiva in
Philadelphia together with Rabbi Mendel Tenenbaum. After that, in 1945, he
relocated to Providence, Rhode Island, to start a Yeshiva which he ran until
1947.

On September 3, 1946 Rabbi Groner married Devorah Konikov, may she be
well, who was at that time teaching in the school in Providence. Devorah'’s
parents were Rabbi Chaim Tzvi Hirsh and Breina Konikov. Her father was a
student of the Lubavitcher Yeshiva in the town of Lubavitch, Russia and the
family immigrated to the United States in 1930. The Rebbe officiated at their
wedding. Rebbetzin Groner was one of the first teachers in the Chabad girls’
school system in the United States.

First Trip to Australia

During the summer of 1947, Rabbi Groner - who had been married for
just under a year - was sent on a trip to Australia to raise funds for the
Lubavitcher Chassidim who had just emigrated from Russia, and for the
Central Lubavitcher Yeshiva.

In a letter addressed to “The illustrious Rabbonim (rabbis), heads of
communities and presidents of synagogues and all those who cherish Torah
and Mitzvos in Australia and New Zealand” the Previous Rebbe wrote: “My
friend, dear student, and outstanding rabbi, and G-d fearing person, Yitzchok
Dovid Groner is traveling to Australia and New Zealand as an emissary of the
Central Lubavitcher Yeshiva . . The Central Lubavitcher Yeshiva which G-d
granted me the privilege to establish, has already managed to open tens of
yeshivas invarious cities across America where the way of learning and spiritual
guidance is in accordance with the spirit of the Yeshiva Tomchei Temimimin
Lubavitch, Russia, studying Torah in sacred purity and the fear of G-d. The
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outreach, which would later become the hallmark of the Chabad movement.
The compelling message of the Rebbe, in Rabbi Groner’s words, was
“responsibility. To learn and to help others, to go out and dedicate your life for
education, and to help bring people back to ‘Yiddishkeit’ (Judaism)”.

While he was still studying in 770, Yitzchok Dovid would go out with the
other students during their break and visit the apartment buildings on
Eastern Parkway trying to enroll children in religious Jewish day schools.
He participated in the released-time program (a weekly lesson in Judaism
for public school children), and he was one the organizers of the children’s
parade on the intermediate days of Passover, April, 1943 (a forerunner of the
huge Lag B’'omer parades which Chabad would arrange in the coming years).

The Previous Rebbe watched the event out of the window of 770, and that
evening his son-in-law (Rabbi Menachem Mendel) related, “I am coming
now from my father-in-law, and he said the following: ‘Rabbi Levi Yitzchok
of Berditchev once asked the Alter Rebbe (first Rebbe of Chabad), “Why don’t
you say “v’shamru” on Friday night (a verse from the Torah recited by many
communities Friday night, but is not recited according to Chabad custom)?
When we say “v’'shomru” a yarid (marketplace fair accompanied by great
fanfare and commotion) takes place in heaven!” The Alter Rebbe responded,
“Who said that I have to attend every ‘fair’?” “However,” the Previous Rebbe
concluded, “during today’s ‘fair’ the (Alter) Rebbe was in attendance.”

During those years, the Previous Rebbe started a network of Jewish religious
schools in different cities throughout the United States and Canada. Yeshiva
students from 770 would be sent out to open and operate these schools. In
1943, a Yeshiva was opened in Rochester, New York and young Rabbi Groner,
then 18 years old, was sent to help out. In a letter, the Previous Rebbe wrote,
“Recently, myson-in-law Rabbi Shemaryohu Gurary shlita, the chiefadministrator
of the Lubavitcher Yeshiva system, has sent you my friend and dear student Rabbi
Yitzchok Groner, a man of exceptional and outstanding abilities, a good natured
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of the young boy. Throughout his life, he would vividly recount memories of
those days.

When Rabbi Groner turned 16, he joined the Central Lubavitcher Yeshiva
at 770 Eastern Parkway. His first day in Yeshiva was 28 Sivan, 5701 (June
23, 1941), the day that the seventh Lubavitcher Rebbe (Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson) and his Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka arrived in America.
The previous night, Rabbi Groner had entered yechidus (private audience)
with the Previous Rebbe in connection with his admission to the Lubavitcher
Yeshiva. As he was waiting to enter the Rebbe’s room, Rabbi Yisroel Jacobson,
an important member of the Chabad community, emerged from the Rebbe’s
room. “Reb Mordeche,” he said to Rabbi Groner Senior, “the Rebbe told me:
‘The Yeshiva should go out (tomorrow) to greet my son-in-law (the Rebbe).
My son in law is klar (fluent) in shas (the Talmud), Tosfos, Rosh, Ran (medieval
commentaries on the Talmud), and all printed Chasidic texts.” Thus, on that
fateful day when the Lubavitcher Rebbe arrived in the United States on one of
the last boats from Nazi torn Europe in 1941, young Yitzchok Dovid was there
to greet him.

Already as a young boy, Rabbi Groner had a great enthusiasm for study and
a good memory. During his first audience with the Previous Rebbe, he was
told to study Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (the abridged Code of Jewish Law) with
the “misgeres” (commentary) and then the Code of Rabbi Shneur Zalman (the
first Rebbe of Chabad).

Rabbi Groner related that on one Sukkos in the early 1940’s the Rebbe
had been speaking to a group of students in 770, and he said “the Rebbe my
father-in-law wants that you and you etc. [=the Rebbe pointed to everyone in
the group of students who were standing around him] should be great Torah
scholars.”

During those years, the Previous Rebbe started his campaign of Jewish
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Yeshiva “Toras Emes” which was at that time located in Chevron.

Due to difficulties in finding a source of income for his family in Israel, Rabbi
Mordechai Groner relocated to America in the early 1920’s. His wife and
children joined him a few years later, in 1924, settling in Brownsville, Brooklyn.
When Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn came to America in 1940, Rabbi
Mordechai was considered one of the respected elder chasidim. The Groner
family was known for their hospitality, and for the pious Chassidic atmosphere
that permeated their home.

Rabbi Yitzchok Dovid Groner was the first member of the family to be
born in the United States. Growing up, young Yitzchok Dovid absorbed the
Chasidic lifestyle and religious fervor that was an intrinsic part of his home
and community. Near his home in the Brownsville section of Brooklyn, stood
a “shteeble” (small synagogue) called “Rayim Ahuvim,” which was attended by
numerous immigrants from Eastern Europe who would recount stories from
the Chassidic Masters of Eastern Europe. Young Yitzchak Dovid would frequent
this synagogue throughout his youth, eagerly listening to these stories and
absorbing the warmth of the ‘alte heim’ (old home) of Europe. These stories had
a profound impact on him and throughout his life Rabbi Groner would tell and
retell over the many stories and anecdotes that he heard in the Rayim Ahuvim
shteeble as a child.

As a young boy he studied at Yeshivas Chaim Berlin where he excelled in his
studies and exemplary conduct and developed a great love for Torah study.

The arrival of the Previous Rebbe to America was a historic millstone which
had a profound effect on Rabbi Groner. On March 19, 1940 the Previous Rebbe
arrived at a pier in New York City. Young Yitzchok Dovid went with his father
to the pier to greet the Previous Rebbe. Later, Yitzchok Dovid would join his
father on trips to the Previous Rebbe’s farbrengens (Chasidic gatherings). These
experiences at the Previous Rebbe’s court were etched in the heart and mind
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Rabbi Yitzchak Dovid Groner OB”M -
A Biography
Introduction

Rabbi Yitzchok Dovid Groner (April 18, 1925 - July 7, 2008) was one of the
most influential rabbis of Melbourne, Australia, and the director of the Yeshiva
Center. Born to a Lubavitch family in the United States, he visited Australia for
the first time in 1947 at the bidding of the previous Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi
Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn. In 1958, he relocated to Melbourne permanently
and became one of the pioneering figures responsible for the establishment and
development of Torah true institutions and the shaping of Jewish communal life
in Melbourne after the Holocaust. He became known for his Talmudic erudition,
his sermons, and his rousing High Holidays services. He was privileged to have
many children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, living both in Australia
and overseas. He passed away on Monday morning, July 7, 2008, age 83, and
was buried on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem.

Rabbi Yitzchok Dovid Groner was born on April 18, 1925 to Rabbi Mordechai
Avrohom Yeshaya and Menucha Rochel Groner. His mother was a great
granddaughter of the second chabad Rebbe’s daughter, Rebbetzin Menucha
Rochel, who immigrated to Israel and became renowned as a saintly person,
whose blessings and prayers were sought by the wider community.

Rabbi Mordechai Avrohom Yeshaya was born to an esteemed family of
Karliner-Stoliner Chasidim and was known as a sincere and pious G-d-fearing
man. In 1911 they married and had their first four children in Chevron. During
the period after their marriage, Rabbi Mordechai studied in the Lubavitcher
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