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Dear Friends,
Thank you for joining us at our Simcha.

It is a long standing Chassidic custom to present a souvenir at a
wedding. :

These souvenirs usually contain an interesting assortment of
unpublished Chassidic material (letters, etc.)

We hope you will enjoy this collection of hitherto unpublished
letters and responsa of the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

May we all merit the ultimate joy of the coming of Moshiach
NOW.

The Simpson and Carlebach Families
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A Baal-Teshuvah’s relationship with his family
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In our present era, there are many - of those who
have chosen the path of life, namely, the path of
Torah (called “the Torah of life™) ~ who are bothered
and have obstacles [put in their way] by family
members who want them to regret their said
decision.

The most fitting path, closest to achieving piece
[is]: 1) Not to enter into debate, and to refrain from
arguing about it. Write [to them] only about family
matters and the like, after having once notified them
“that you have positively chosen the path of Torah.
(You have already notified [them of] this.)

2) Not to be discouraged by the derogatory
remarks etc. in their letters (letters which are
received, as mentioned, by many in your situation).
Especially as one knows, that [they are written] in the
hope to compel him to stray from the path of Torah
and Mitzvos.

3) Diligent study. His success [in his studies] will
be the ultimate answer to their arguments, and in the
end, will be accepted by them as well.

With regard to providing for a livelihood - [this
is] to be contemplated when the time for [providing]
that nears.

Regarding the beard and Payos (earlocks) ~ the
decision, if and in what manner, to notify [the family]
- is to be made after receiving their replies to all of
his letters, and replying to them efc.
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
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770 Eastern Parkway
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Doing a favor

She writes that whenever she does someone a favor, something bad occurs; the truth of the
situation is ‘quite the opposite: Had she not done that favor, the subsequent undesirable
occurrence, would have been that much worse, Heaven forbid.

It is a G-dly commandment to do good [to another], wherefore it is understood, that this
[good deed] protects the person [who performs it], and guards him.
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No one
can harm her

Let her not entertain any
thoughts at_all - that anyone
(from India or elsewhere) can
harm her, Heaven forbid, since
G-d watches over her.
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She should stop [even] thinking about false deities etc, since they have no substance
whatsoever. It is only an imaginary thought in her mind, and nothing more.

Check the Mezuzos [in her home].
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Abortion — premeditated murder

If anyone will try and convince her to have an abortion,
Heaven forfend -

Let her tell them, that this is the premeditated murder of
a creature who does not as of yet have the means of
protecting himself, from his would-be murderers.

And G-d who created this fetus, is also the one who
created them some time ago, and his eye is all-seeing...
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Secular background

She writes that she comes from a secular background:

It is surely known to her, that this background extends back [only] one,
or two-three generations at most, and that preceding it is a background of
tens of generations [of Jews] who kept Judaism and its commandments,
sometimes even sacrificing their lives for it.
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By the Grace of G-d
Erev Pesach, 3745
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

Thank you for your letter and telegram with the birthday greetings, which
I heartily reciprocate in the words of our Sages, 'Whoever blesses others is
blessed by HaShem Himself." Accordingly, may HaShem bestow His blessings on
you and your wife and family in a generous measure, both materially and
spiritually.

With regard to the problem concerning your nephew, there is no need to em-
phasize to you the great tragedy of intermarriage, eeps & a Jew marrying
a non-Jew. Therefore, no effort should be spared to save both parties from
such a situation. Indeed, if there is true feeling between the two persons
imwlved, neither of them should wish to drag the other into such a tragedy
and should not let a personal desire or passion, which in most cases is short-
lived in any case, blind him and her to ones elementary humsn duty, not to
mention the religious aspect and the fact that it is entirely unacceptable
from the Torzh viewpoint.

I am aware, of course, of the common argument that there seem to be many
intermarried couples who are apparently happy. But the bitter truth is that
in most, Lf not all, such cases, this is only because such couples are too
ashamed to reveal the true situation at home and in their private life, for
obvious reasons, especially if they had been warned about it and chose to
ignore such warmnings.

* The same may be said of another common argument that since both parties
involved are adults and are prepared to take their chances, no one should
interfere with their decision. The fallacity of such an argument is obvious
if we consider a simple illustration of a persom standing on top of a bridge
and preparing to jump, claiming aloud that it is no one's business to stop
him, etc. In any civilized society, it would be the duty of anyone who can
do something about it to save the person from committing suicide, or harming
himself, and, indeed, very often the fire department and police department
are mobilized to save the person despite his or her protestations.

There is surely no need to elaborate on the above.

To conclude on a happy note, especially as we are now gbout to celebrate
Pesach, the Festlval of Owr Liberation, may HaShem grant you and all yours, in
the midst of all our people, a growing measure of liberation from all negative
aspects and distractions, materially and spiritually, so as to serve HaShem
wholeheartedly and with joy.

Wishing you and all yours a joyous and inspiring Pesach,/‘:/‘{zm ALt
- Rl
With blessing.\’{\{ { .L”L jc;.&:{: :&(ﬁ“\«}\ v
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By the Grace of G-d
10th of Iyar, 5746
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

It is'a long time - several years - since I heard from you. Usually I inter-
pret the absence of correspondence as "no news is good news." Regrettably,
however, rumors have reached me that, insofar as Yiddishkeit is concerned,
there is much to be desired. While I hope that they are exaggerated, it is
too serious a matter to ignore, especially as it concerns a thinking person,
married, and the head of a family.

In-view of our past relationship, even though our correspondence has been
interrupted, and on the basis of the generally accepted principle of chazoko
(the presumption that the previous status is still in effect), I take the
liberty, though it is really my duty as a friend, to express my hope , and if
necessary, alsoc my urgent appeal to you to reaffirm your adherence to the Torah
way in the everyday life and conduct. And even if there is some basis to the
said rumors - surely you know that every person has the ability of "turning over
a new leaf," and the Torah gives the assurance that"nothing stands in the way

of Teshuvah.

It is possible - if, indeed, there is some basis to the said rumors -~ that it
is due to being distracted by some questions or doubts regarding some Mitzvos.
But this should be no reason to weaken one's adherence to the Torah way. For,
as it has often been pointed out, it is not surprising that a created human
being, whose faculties are necessarily limited by virtue of being a created
finite being, does not fully understand the infinite wisdom of the Creator.

In due course, as one gains more knowledge and insight in Torah, one finds
that earlier doubts and questions fall by the wayside. It thus becomes a
matter of deciding now whether it is prudent to give up the way of the Torah,
pending ultimate cdlarification of those trou_blesome doubts, or rather go on
to perform Mitzvos on the authority of those who have long clarified them
through lifelong dedication to Torah study and Torah observance.

On weighing the pros and cons of the above, plain reason surely dictates the
sensible choice. For, if the worst comes to the worst, and one does not re-
solves one's doubts - not because they are insoluble, but because the parti-
cular individual has, for one reason or another, failed to discover the answers -
one will have subjected himself to some minor inconveniences {such as putting
on Tefillin on weekday mornings, and the like), or deprived himself of certain
indulgences. However, should he eventually discover (as he is very likely to)
that his questions and doubts were without real foundation, he will not forgive
himself for having so recklessly deprived himself of the inestimable eternal
values during each and every day when he allowed himself to, distracted from

the Truth.

{(more)
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Of course, some people might still argue that there are many Jews who have
neglected adherence to the Torah and Mitzvos for the same or similar
reasons. But here agaln common sense dictates that this argument has no
validity, especially in this day and age, when, sad to say, many people
conduct themselves in a manner that is contrary not only to the Torah,

but contrary also to all basic human principles; or, to put it more
bluntly - contrary not only to the first part of the Ten Commandments, but
also to all the "thou shalt not's of the latter part. Obviously, the claim
that "others do it" is no justification whatever.

Finally, a further point., From personal knowledge and contact with persons
in similar situations, I can assure you that when a Jew makes a firm
resolve to do the right thing, he or she finds it much easiler to carry out
than at first imagined. Especially since there is the assurance of Torah
that "whoever is determined to purify himself, receives aid from On High."
Particularly in your case, having the Zechus of Torah and Mitzvos in the

past, as I knew you during the perio& when we maintained a personal relation-
ship.

With prayerful wishes for Hatzlocho and good tidings in all above,

With blessin'gh\ g{i\\ (
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By the Grace of G-d
17 of Teves, 5747
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Greeting and Blessing:‘

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 20th
of Kislev, with enclosures. )

I was, of course, impressed with vour efforts to dissemin-
ate Yiddishkeit, etc. However, a word of caution is in order,
and I trust you will not take it amiss.

I trust you are aware that there is a wealth of Rabbinic
literature by leading Torah scholars of past generations, in-
cluding highly inspirational texts, timeless in their appeal,
and not, G-d forbid, "dry commitment"™ as you put it. These
great works, and their authors, present a well-trodden path
that has helped our Jewish people overcome trials and tribu-
lations in times of crisis as well as prosperity. Surely this
great treasure should be fully utilized, before seeking new
and uncharted ways. Indeed, experience has shown how the re-
spective seekers fared, those who followed the well-trodden
path and those who tried new ways.

I do not wish to elaborate on the above, as I do not know
you personally, and your letter was informative rather than
advice-seeking. But my impression is that you could provide
your own elaboration if you so desire.

One final remark: It is well to bear in mind that one of
the outstanding and redeeming characteristics of the contempor-
ary young generation is that when they are presented with, and
see, authentic Yiddishkeit, their response is a positive one,
even if not instantaneous; but sooner or later it bears fruit.

With blessing (/ ,
\/\/\ St i m\\m\

RS
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