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25 Sivan, 5764

Some forty years ago, as a young Yeshiva bochur, Rabbi Moshe Feller
— who is currently the Director of Chabad in Minnesota — was instructed
by The Rebbe to publish weekly essays about his travels on Merkos
Shlichus entitled “We Travel to Educate.”

These articles were personally edited by The Rebbe prior to publication
in The Jewish Press. At The Rebbe’s request, the complete series of more
than one hundred articles will eventually be published into a book.

In honor of Shalom and Sara’s vnw Chasuna we would like to share
some of these articles — complete with The Rebbe’s handwritten
comments — which were given to the mother of the Chosson, by Rabbi
Feller, in appreciation of her assistance with the preliminary preparations

for the future publishing of these articles into book form >wmya.

Yousi and Bella Rubashkin

Lipa and Dena Dubrawsky

Note: Only the lighter handwriting in these essays is that of The Rebbe.
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WE TRAVEL TO EDUCATE

‘ loshe Feller
In a letter to Cpassidim who inguired as to a fixed observancé of Yud
Shevat, - the previous Rebbe's Yahrtzeit, the presenﬁ Lubavitcher Rebbe, Shlita;
flsuggests amongst other things that on that day, especially, the Chassidim
" visit Jewish youth wherever they ma y be and tell them of the great trust

which the Rebbe whose Yahrtzeit we celebrate that very day had put in theirp
eventually real121ng their obligations to G-d and their entering the fold
(of Torah-true Jews.
In compliance with this suggestion I visited two Hebrew schools. BRoth
‘schools were closely arlfilig_ked with non»Ovthodox synasogues. Thé principals
of these Hebrew schools gladly afforded me the opportunity o speak with thesw
‘children. The sessions I had were with a group of high school seniors,in one
instance, and a group of youngsters in their early teens,,;y e s Lo,
iy session with the older studentslgggeglose to two hours. There were
. gbout twelve of them’who made up the Uuniversity level of the Hebrew school°
I ha_ppened to mention in the course of my talk that Chassidism was noct & new
-movement, something innovated in Judaism, for Judaism does not tolérate ine
-novations. Chassidism, I pointed out, merely stresses certain fundamental
teachings of the Torah and Chassidin live by these teachings more dynamically,
;1n mosf cases, than do Jews who are not Chaasidim. ' | :

"But aren't there many new movementsftodaj in Judaism?" queried one

sixteen year old youth. "Look a % the Reform, Conservative, and Reconstructlon—ﬁ
: ’ Laat- N ;
~ist movements. They re acg Dtgg by of~tire Jews."

I then explained thqﬁksome of these diberat movemelite.yere originally
‘begun in order to reattract youth to the Torah way of life — rather than to
-give the Jewish people a new way of life. However, since in theirfpresent~
‘ation they deviated from ﬁhe Shulchan Aruch, we find that the end product
cof these'movements were wholesale defection frdm Torah which brought assimil-
iation and intermarriage in its wake. ﬁ%uihﬁ“ﬁﬂﬂﬁ@%mﬂffghe Chassidic movement}

Fobheb-Gitaseidionwes-e-breach~from-tradidttorm..Howeuar,
ﬁwm
Yhewrewscﬁ”ﬂhy~&% was eventually universally accepted im because Chassidism
;never detracted anything from the 1itzvos ee-did-42elliberal-Mowenernrts., Rather,%
EGhassidism stfesses that every moment should te a religious exverience, for the:

iTorah tenches B'CHOL DIROCHECHO DOAINU ="In all your wayé shall you know Him," -
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As for all the terminology 7\orthodox, conservative, reform, reconstructioniqt
- T think that it's merelJ a play on words. I dondt recsll hearing the Rebue
clnssify Jews by those names. He usually says, "those Jews who are observant

and those who are yet to become observant.” Essentially all Jews are the

same. All Jews are called "bonim", children of Almighty G-d,and therefore
all Jews possess a veritable portion of Him - a Divine soul - 5ust as a
child possesses traité of its father. This CIHLLuK BELOKAH MINAAL (portion of
G-d) is not cailed orthodox, conservative, or reform - it is called Jewitt "’
In times of tranguility and material well being this soul is sometimes
dormant, for we allow different economical or social pressures to choke its
expression. However, in times of crises, Heaven forbid, this soul always
asserts itself. The previous Lubavitcher Rebbe4,aﬁant:wham«%:aaé:te%%fﬂg-
taazatneen%sg related to a large gathering the following incident wvhich took

S208(gl REATIVG THIS 1rICIBEnT ) STATED
place during the bombing of Warsawg The Pebbghséaﬁeé that he would never

2T :
forget the—dnckdent. "The twelfth day of Tishrei in the early afternoon, in

the midst of intense bombing which was increasing by the hour, my family,
students, and I ran down to a cellar for shelter. Wnen four hours later the

: cellar became completely shaken and dismantled by a bomb which had droéped
’neafby, we were forced to find a new shelter for fear that we would be trapped
-iﬁ thé cellar.  For hours we ran through the demolished streets painfully

_ witnessing the dead and their panic-stricken sﬁrvivors, fires reging everywhere‘

"As soon as one shelter‘would,be threatened we would scamper to the nextw

one., In one of these we found already assembled hundreds of Jews from all
types of backgrounds. Some were very pious Jews with bEards, peyos; and
ilong, flowing frocks, and women with "parooken" (wigs). Others were razor-
shaven Jews and women who spoke only Polish., All were broken in spirit and

- totally confused. ¥y grou@ - my family, myself, and a few minyonim of my
students - said Tehillim. Suddenly we were joltedg by a tremendous explosion.
A conb exploded right before our shelter and immediately we were surroﬁnded
by large streams of fire. We all saw imminent death before our eyes. At that
moment, all of us cried out together "Shema Yisroel Hashem Zlokainu hasnem
Echod“ for all‘zf'pé'were certain that this would be the 1ast moment of our
‘lives. Such a Shéma Yisroel, emanating from different types of people with

kmany cont asting Weltanschaungs, yet which came from the depth of their hearts,

I had never previously witnesoed and T pray to G-d that I shall never forget 1t/




.
"During the war, besides the fact that we all SAW lashgocho Protis

(pivine Providence) on every stepg of the way, we also SAVW G-dliness,

© Pesides all this we aléo took note of the pure Jewish heart which.is £xixx

£illed with true, simple belig L in G-d. :

"The unified cry of Shema Yisroel ‘during.that crisis opened ﬁew wells
of love and respect fof‘the Jewish sons and daughters, whatever they may be.
I'am deepl& conviﬁced, besed on factual proof, that the Jewish heart of
- Torah and Mitzvos LIVES!! In places they have become faint. THEIR REVIVAL
. I8 IH THE HANDS OF AROUSERS, EDUCATORS, AWD LEADERSIIIV ’




200th "Yartsie &' of tho Baal Shem Tov

"SU:DT‘OuO you arc in 4 room corneehed by wives tn a pover hou 1ee and you want
ﬁo bring clec'orical o mic power Lo the room. In order 4o xnke the proper

contact, :ou rust push the ri;ht bu’s'hon,' ‘the but’t,on vhich controls the pover-

flovw ‘ﬁo +ke room, The Baal Shem Tov ¥new vhich button to push!"

Tho _/ow"’ ¢ollere lad who rad ;xs’_.:ed vhe Tibavitcher Ratbi o explain the
81{;1 iﬁic:n ce of‘ the Baal Shz*” Tov, the founder of Chacsidisn, was pleaced with
the Rebbe's analozy. The Rel she had vreviously rentioned trat every Jew has a
pbwerhsuse’ latent within hir and with the proper ap reach, "by pushirg the
richt button,” one could cause a Jew to function at his o capacity with haopi-

. A (2
ness and har-or 0 e ﬂT/(IS, " 'the Rebbe emphaalzed ! 13 eth___ op”mp”)

"This," the Rebbe c“nha yized, Yis what the-Baal 'Shem Tov did o his gencratish
Minding hi.s brethren impoverishcd and in great despair after 'tllu territle 17th
contury pogrous of Chmelni cl:n, M&Mﬁﬁ&%&lﬁh*m, the Baal Shem T

injected new life into d‘ Jews by introducing th ¢ teachings and sy ute.ua
Chassidigii, baged on the Kabbalah, vhi c‘l until then was only revealed 1o

: vilcgred few. The Baal Sher Tov stressé i-nartance of joy and hapnincss

- perrea t’*ng not only the prayer and Torah gtudy of tne ;Ieu, tut his eve Al B Y
physical actyas all of man's actions are o be far the "sale of Heaven™ and,
therafore, rust be perfprred with “éir:-.c’na" (hapwiness.) FHe stressed the immortance
of a mature understanding of the Creator and Mis precepts, et cherisheé the

devoted service of even unlearned Jews, teaching that if this service is done

"m.t‘* Heprt” it is on par and somebires surpassess the service sf learned Jous,!

-

The youny sophmore from Hofstra Colleze

%W%M‘@a To0V i, tosether with about eichdy of

‘represienta‘bi;ves of the Hillel Foundatiorgoi ten ! et“o 1itan umiversitlec

colleges of Mew York, had spant the afiernson at a .,emra. on G ssidism sponsorcd
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by the Fillel Foundation of Brooklym Colleze, low they were all privileged +o

be in the presence of the very eminent Lubaviteher Rabbi, Rabbi MM, i, Schneerssn,

who spoke to them about the Baal Shem Tov and Chassidism. The Rebbe spoke 4o

-

them in Enzlish ac fou of them come from howos where Y“Odlu& or Hebrew is used.
My colleagQUes efe —.. ome Pagnscars)

4;\‘*}$jcolloagues and mygelf, students at the Iumbaviicher Yeshiva, werc hap-y
vo obgerve the glowing faces of the students beanmi ing with dnspiration as they
left the Rebbe's charber. lany of them return often 4o continue their study

on Chassidism and apply Chassidic teaching to their daily lives,

This year, all over Tew York and everyuhcre siubaviicher-Shasoidsm s bo—

W
—be_faund Land ther—are—tr—e—a AL - is being eedebroted as the

o

200th anniversary of the Histallus-Hiluls (Gexis se) of the Bazl Shem Tov. Just
I3 3 . ‘LTWS L

a few weeks ago, on lag B'Cner, May 15, 10,000 children plus thems of thousands

of spectato: 5 crouded the blocked off otrcets of Bastern Parkway to rear the

Ipbatitclier Rabbi speak about the Baal Shem Tov and his impact on contempory

Jewish life.

‘ . . !
It is interesting 1o note thatlthe Baal Shem Tovfbaced - x! Chassidus

anf-er- tws fundamental insturctions which he received from his father wien he was
only five years old. Summoning him ‘o Fls do"*Hbed, his father t51d hin:
"y son, have no fear of anyone except G-d, Lo#e every Jéw, vhoever he iay be
~and hovever he may be, with all the fire of your soul," When he was only alad
of fourteﬁn, he was entrug ted with the task of ushering échaol bhildren to and
from Cheder. He is quoted as.saying, "Those days weré the happiest in my life,"

5=

as his greatcst joy was teaching children the pvayerg and bleseings,

History proves the tremendous irpact which thc Baal Shex Tov had on Jewish
life of the 1Sth and 19th centurtes, and continues to ha aveyin l“CTCuSlng propor-

tions,on Jewish life in the 20th cenvury. To bput it concisely, I will reiscerate
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continue looking for a Yeshiva for them, By then they'll be ready," We‘ introduced
our friend s 8 Very cépable teacher, indeed, to the parents who. were overjoyéd to
hear that something was being done for their children, ‘

I received a letter from my Torah Vodaath friend, the son of a kvery prominent
Rabbi in Los Angeles, informing us that he daily learns with the two boys, having
already taught the older one how to put ok’n tebphilli‘n. He ini‘oms us that the boys
" enJoy the sessions,

The next time your car stalls, look around for Jewish children,




[

" "Chune," replied the lad., "Do you g§ to Hebrew School?" "No," was the reply.
"Do you put on tephillin?' "I didn't even have a Bar Mitzva," answered Chume
vory disheartedly. "Haybe if you'd come over to our house you could convince
our parents to send us to Hebrew School," snapped Dovid engerly! "Give me your
address and I'11 try to make it to your house,” I replied, giving the boys some
more of our literature., "Here, take some of these and read them," I said.,

Finally, the AAA, turned up and TOVED our car to & quieter section where
the battery was recharged, I told my friedd of what had transpired, adding,
"Let's hope that the stalled battery will bring good fortune to Dovid and Chune "
T wonder what Xind of parents those boys have, They look typically American, '
crewcu‘bs, dungarees and all, yet they knew their J ewish names as soon as we
asked ‘them," I remarked to Asher. The following evening we went to the address
which Dovid had given o us, We were surprised when the mother began to speak to
us in a Polish Yiddish, She was expecting us! She and her husband poured out
their hearts to us relating a story of unfortunate events which had brought them
fronm the Bronx to L.A, in search £z of a better 1life, The mother had a mmbe:p

on her arm, a souvenir of Aushwitz, "Gleib mir, Ich vill az mein kinder zolin

: § ienje. was
zien Yiddish," sobbed the mother. (I want my children to be Jewishl) "But everything's

gone wrong for us since we arrived in L,A, My husband was in an auto accident and is
unemplpyed. We simply can't afford to send the boys to a Yeshiva or Talmud Torah." VV
1 We couldn't even afford to make a Bar Mitzva for our oldest boy," added the father.
We reiterated to the parents that their children's Jewish education vwas as
jmportant as all their living requirements, We explained *bg them our mission,
"The Lubavitcher Rebbe worries memmbmmbtdy over Jewish childr:n: not receiving a
Jewish education. He sends us 8ll over to see what we can do to better the circum-
stances of Jews wherever we may find them, We'll speak to the principals of the
different day schools whth which we come in contact and see if we can persuacde them
to take the boys for free," I promised as we took leave of them.
Ve spoke to the different principals and Rabbis ebout the boys, It turned oub,
however, that the problem wasn't the money, but rather that since the boys »éidn‘t
. even lnow how to read, there was no place for them in a Yeshiva, We visited the
: 'parents once again before we left L.,A. and informed them of the problem v'e encountered
while trying to find a school for their sons. "We must leave Los Anéeles now, so
ve've come to say pood-bye. Ve havek decided that the best thing would be to have

our friend (our driver) teach the boys until school begins in September. Then he'.li




WE_TRAVEL TO FDUCATE

; Moshe Feller
I'11 begin my account of West Coast experiences by telling of a&little
incident which occurred while we were in Los Angeles, We vere cruisihg along
one of the main thoroughi‘aresil of L,A,, moooletyew being driven by a close friend
of mine from Torah Vodaa’bh, w}ien suddenlj our car, after stopping fc;;:ﬁ a red light,
'i'efﬁééd to start'. ‘f'ie kfelt a bit séli‘ conscious as the cars started by-passing
ug, their drivers yelling all sorts of remarks, Bub it was no joke! Ve were
hurrying to meke an eppointment and, try as he would, my friend just couldn't
gtart the car., The battery was dead. "You wait here while I go to call the
AAA, " he said as he started out of the car, The only thing which composed
ug a bit, as we looked at our watches and tried not to pay attention to the
by-passing voclferous motorists, was owr stffong bellef that surely Hashgocho
Plrotice (Divine Personsl Providence) had caused us to become stalled on
Fairfax Avemue, (The firm belief that everything which occurs to oneself, as
ingignificant as it may seem, is Divinely Motivated to be utilized in the serving
of G-d is & fundamental teaching of the Bagl Shem Tov.) '
Az my mind was pondering this thought, and I'm sure Asher's waé boo’, I
noticed a 1little fellow ambitiously going aboul his newspaper selling, yelling
very loudly, "Get your evening paper. Geb your evening paper.™ "TlAlek kidls
got a Yiddishe Chain (charm)," I said to Asher, "He can't be more than ten or
eleven years old." "I wonder," remarked Asher, "why the kid has to sell papers.
The femily ﬁust be verjr poor, or something," "Buy an evening paper mister,"
said the 1little boy, wmiling, as he approacheé our window., %_111 take one,"
replied Asher. "Are you Jewish, son?" I queried of the lad, "Yes," snapped
the 1little boy, proudly. "What's your Jewish neme?" I asked. "Dovidl" he enswered.
"Do you go to Hebrew School?" asked Asher. "No, my perents won't send me, They
say it costs too much money," I reached over to the back seat of the car where
our‘cases were and gave the little boy a "Talks and Tales", "Ges, thanks," said
Dovid, ruming off to a motorist who had beckoned for a paper., A&fter he finished
the row of irritated motorists he came back to our stalled car. It was obvious
thet Dovis had taken a hkiﬁg ‘*bo us, HNeanwhile, Asher had gone out to direct yi'zraffic
get by our gtalled Chevy, It was somé sight. 4 Merkoz Sholiach turned traffic ‘
copill (A11 in the line of duty.) \
' When Dovid ceme back he was not alone, A youth of about thirteen accémpanied

him, "This is my brother,® said Dovid happily. I asked him his Jewish imme.
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~ The Baal Shem Tov points out that we don't say “Lilmod Torah"

(to study Torah) but rather "Latasok Bldivrel Torah' (To deal in

the words of T@rah,) In affixing tne nusach of this brocho, our

Sages, zf}%%ggiﬁd memory, revealed to us that‘?ur attitude to Torgh
ghould beﬂas our attitude to business dealings. In business one

does not wait i1dly until customers come to him and only then does he

" inform them of his wares, He‘goes out and advertises gnd spreads his

merchandise in the widest eircles possible. S8imilarly should one

deal with Torahu He should not wait until people come to him and
only then, when asked, will he reveal the richness of Torah, '"La'asok‘
Bldlvrei Torah" means thatgﬁg should go out and spread Torsgh§ |

- To be continuedeoeee o
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The "B'Chain" of our visit to P of the previous year was the Torsh A
Or’group. It was another source of satisfaction to witness personally
FIRTIIPATE "
the minyanywhich vhe close to fifty young men g¢ormguel, All donned
Tephillin and davened the entire davening. After davening they wehed,
" had breakfast together in the Shul and heard a dvar Torah from myself.
(ﬁvery week they hear a dvar Torah from MosheZ---) Most of the young
men.never donned Tephillin before the formation of the c¢lub and now
many of them put on tephillin every day.
While I was busy with the Torah Or group, Asher was in C=-, "farbrenging"
with the children of the C-- Jewish community., From the reports I later

received it was obvious that C=- never witnessed such a lively and

. ‘\\‘inspiring Jewish event in her whole history.
!.‘

4 1 o4

ll oox v P~ The tgtChain® of last ¥ear's vislit to P--~ of which I am most proud

?:O? is :?ten and one-half year old lad who, at the very moment of your
reading these lines, 1s éitting belthd a desk in the Lubavitcher Yeshiva
learning Chumash, This was téL particular result of our meeting with

_ the WIZO women. One mother took our appeal to the mothers to send their
children to Yeshivos very seriously and on Tzom Gedalia of this year,
Asher and I went to Tdlewild to meet the Pan American plane arriving
from P, for on board was Solly H--whom we hope will, with his coming;
have sfarted a.precedent. 8o0lly's mother is now busy raising funds |
for the unfortunate mother %g whose visit to our Hotel wa'reported last
week, g0 that this mother will have the means to send her three sons 'ﬂ

to Yeshivahu ‘ ‘ - l
I hope that the "Bichain" of these articles will be Ethat more of oEr

Yeshivah students will begin to think more seriously of entering the

field of chinuch, The importance of the dissemination of Torah is
implied in the very brocho we recite each morning before studying the
Torah, The first brocho ®8 Birchas HaTorah is "Lalasok B'divrei Torah."
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s . (Gurriculum guides which containdﬁ complete, planned 2

religious study hours and programed Shabbos parties for the entire year -
gt is the Mesibos Shabbos G%é%?’ which the above letter refers to. )

& pgoe:
Ghe-libeleas Literature is a fundamenbal part of mur

» Dissemination of
Shlichusﬁa”
"When you get a book into a Jew's home," Rabbi Hodakovs, the director
‘of the Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch, told us once before our departure,

"¥ou can be sure that eventually someone is going to pieck it off the

bookshelf, read it and become inspired by it. You come to the city,
and then leavé, but the book remains and continually inspires.”
We prevall on local lay-leaders to sponsoerur books and pamphle®

or our complete libraries for the youth organizations of the city. Te

library mentioned in the above letter is an appropnigte eXample,

| I believe that after réading the above letter, you can readily
undersfand the satisfaction which I derive from such letters, Since
the Rebbe, Shlita, stresses that in all of our undertakings there should

. THE
be a "B!Chain" (consequence, or result} and g

consequence shouldbe

the actual study of Torah and performance of Mitzvos, we always

dynamicly conclude our sessions with an'appeal for:incraased performance

of the Mitzvos, and wherever possible, at our.youth,sessions, we suggest

. that-a group be formed to continue and further the‘sﬁggestions we put
forthe, The "BiChain" of our meeting with the students e¢lub of Pocw wAas )
that large numbers of Jewish children will every Shabbos read "Talks

and Tales,"” "Meor Hagolah," "Bustenai," etc., and discuss their content
amongst themselves, For one hour at least the ShabeS Wwill have a

religibus significance for them. There will be readings from ”Our

People" which will inform them that there are thoge who view history

OTHER
in a manner different from Graetz and thevHéstorians, and %

"MBEOT OIR DOIGHEH HARBEL GHOSHECH" %fg bit of light dispels 8 great

‘amount of darkness¢>
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- I received a letter net long age which gave me great satisfaction,
! The letter was from the-Club Estudiantil del I.A.E., the student club of

~the'Jewish school of P, It reads in part: %The library brought a great

i deal of happiness to the hearts of all the chaverim, because if I may

g quote your words ~ ' It speaks to us of religion\which informs the Jew

i T

! ; of his purpbsa\gn life,' The religious hour which you suggested to us

will soon becozne one of the MOHDO/Vé most precious weekly activities.
I We have recently also started ‘an Oneg Shabbos in which all the chaverim
come together to study and discuss Judailsm, its precepts and laws., We

call it Mesibath Lichvod«Shabboa, and the book which you sent us‘on
Mesiboth has becbme a very important part of 1it. The very inspiring

_ pictures of the Rabbis of ILubavitch have béen.puﬁ*into frames and now

form part of our small office. If 1t would not be too much bother, 1t

would please us greatly to have in our office also a picture of the
Rebbi of Lubavitch, himgelf,." -
I suggested the religious hour %o them when I visited them_on Shabbos,
- during last year's visit to P,, which I've been telling you of the past
fow weeks. The student's club meets every Shabbos at- the school and the

youth occupied themselves in all types of spast.end social activities.
I informed them that this was not in coherence with the spirit of shabbos

and suggested that they incorporate into their program a religious hour
in which they would learn about Yiddishkeit, especially Shabbos,

‘“But'we have no one to lead us} How can we learanithout a 1eader3"

\%

the officers of the club exclaimed -to-me,
I suggested to them that they discuss Yiddishkeilt amongst themsélvaa

and promised to supply them with our Merkos Libiary {see the Merkos
Bookshelf, which apvears weekly in The Jewish Presa for a description of
the contents of the Merkos Library.) I 1nformed them that a few of the

o books in this library were aspecially appropriate for such a group as
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KSoretines,"the Rebbe stated, "one ﬁn be ‘brought to consciousness fron
WARAS

‘ - :
a state of faint only By having his name ﬂh&%@é’ in his ecar. The Alnizhty sent

0

Israel (the Baal Shes Tov's name was Israel) to walen Xlal ¥srael from a state

. : 1]
of faint 4o a hap ¥ state of hrarvonisus Jewish 1life.
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