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June 30, 1975

Rabbi Feiveli Rinmler
824 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, New York 11213

Dear Rabbi Rimmler,

As per our conversation®’of today regarding taharat hamishpaha, etc. I

did say to vou, and am submitting the same in writing by means of this

letter, that if the rebhe would make a public statement to the effect that

he personally believes and directs that his followers therefore believe

that, since the Talmud states that the sun revolves around the earth, it

is therefore his firm belief that the sun does indeed revolve around the earth,
that I will; ‘

(a) personally observe the laws of taharat hamishpaha,
t'fillin, and shabbat and .
(b) influence as many of my friends and‘colleagues to do

the same.

It is howevér, more than obvious to me that the rebbe will not, in
any way make such a ridiculous statement, because

(a) he does not wish to be labeled as a fool

(b) he himself is not as foclish as some of his ardent but hypnotized followers.

I predict, with no hesitation, that I will not hear any more about

this matter either from you or from the rebbe or through the press.

I must tell you that I feel a deep personal hurt when people such as you

make such assinine ridiculous statements and then hide your abysmal igonrance
behind the facde of "Torah' Dont you realize that can still be believers and
not live 500 yecars behind the times ?? ’
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By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesil Kislev, 57538
Brooxlyn, N, ¥,

.

Your lelier, addregred to Rabbi Feivel Rimmler, tenchéd‘ we
with econsiderablé delay, more specifically befora {zgl Shahiysa.:

In view of its content, I naturally take this first opporturnity
8f replying o it

Not knowing whether you are more interested in the practical
tmplication, or/aund in the geientific aspect, I am writing (wo geparate
replies, enclosed berewith, which you can read ia the ordex you
‘prefer.

Aa evstomary in such a care, I am gending copies of the letiers
to Rabbl Rimmler, since it was he who conveyed your letter to me,.
‘and you will suraly not mind.

¥ ith esteem and bleesing,

.. P,S. It ia surely unnecessary to add + though t am adding it
for'the record ~ that I take it for granted that you will keep ygur
cammitments with regard to the practical aspects of your letler,
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By the SGrace of G-d
Rosh Chedesh Kislev, 5736
Procklyn, M, Y.

Greeting nand Rlegsing:

n reply to your guestion rclating to the mailer of the motion of
the sun and the earth, whethexr the sun revolves avound the earth or-
the earth avound the sun,

1t is my belief that the sun revelves around the eacth, asl have
_salso declared publicly on vavious occasiong aud i dlacussion with
professors speciulizig in this finld of zclence.

In vicw of the above, T have 20 ehjcction, of course, if you wish
to malke this view known ta whomaver you choose, sinee, as mentioned,
I have declaved it orafy and to wridog (o corresyondeuts who had
inquired into this subject, cn mere than one cccasion,

Vrith enteern and blessiag,

P, 8, On several of the above-raentioned cocasions, wnen I spoke

an tue subject publicly, 1 gave a clear aud detailed explanation why
this view i in no conilict at all wite coniemporary science, I emi-
phasized, however, that I was speaking of modern and cuntemporary
science, ag it differs from Ptolemaic and medieval scieace when con-
flicting views were held on this subject. Modern science, on the

- other hand, having rejected both syston.s, has reached conclusions
which present no problem to one nolding to the belief ihat the sun re-
volves around the carth, as [ have expluined at soiue length ¢lsewhere,

a
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By the Grace of G-d
Rash Chotesh Kiglev, 5736°
Brooklyn, N, Y.

; Gréétingﬁhd'éi@ésing:

o This 15 in reply to your inquiry on the questlon ‘of the’ rotation of *
the aun and the earth in relatlon to each other, namely, whether the
sun revolvea around the earth, or the earth around tne sun, and which
view {s tc be ac;epted ete.

S & preaume you have In mind he scientific view; {.8. what science
h:m to say on this queetlon, and Lwilt address mydelf to thid dspeet;

"1t 1g well known that thig was a controversial 1abue In ancient and
medieval science, However, #siuce about half a century ago, with the
lntroduc?ion of the theory of relativity,the latter has been un!vermiiz -
accepted as the basis of modern science.. To be sure, in the beginzing
there weré scleatists working under the Soviet reglme who opposed
the relativity theory - for various reasons which need not be reviewed-
here, but even tiis oppédaition fell by the ‘wayside later, so that now 211
scientists generally acecept the theory of reiativity as the 1atest and
most plausible scientific system,

One of tie conclusions of the theory of relativity is that when there
are two systems, or planets, in gonctent wotion relative to each other -
such as the sun and carth in our case - either view, namely, the sun
rotating arcund the sarth, or the earth rotating around the sun, has
equal validity, Thus, if there are phenomeasa that canuot be adequately
explained on the basig of one of these views, such difiiculties have
their counterpart also if the opposite view is accented,

Secondly, the scientific conclusion that both views have equal validity
g the result not of any inadequacy of available scientific data, @ of
technolegieal development {measuring insiruments, ete.), in which case
it could be expected ihat furiher scientific and technological advancement
might ciear up the matter cventually and decide in favor of one or the
other view, On the contrary, the conclusim of contemporary science
is that regardless of any fuiure gcientific advancement, the queation as
to which is our planetsry center, the sua or the earth, must forever
remain unresolved, aince both view will always have the seame scientmc
validity, as stated,
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‘ Thirdly, it foilows tiiat anyoae declaring that & person who chooses
to accept one of these sysieins in preference 1o aastber-in-preforenve+to
the other is a fool, while one who accepis the oiher is a wise'man - such
a judgment shows that the person aking it 4 ignorant of the conclusions
of modern sciense, or that he nss not advanced bayond the science of
Ptotemmy and Conernicus, Obviougly, a persou not versed in the development
Cuf geiencs in the gourse of the past half century or go, ig not qualified to
‘make any judgment pertaining to scienee. \ o :

- A fuither point may be added, though perhaps not directly pertinent
to'our discussion. It ig that every person, including modern gcientfgts,
actually Has three opticns to choose from in this matters (a) that Aire-
volves arpund 3, (t) thai B revolves arcand A, (J that A and B.ravolve
Around eacH other. I3ut such a choice canriot be dictated by selentey{¥
would be one's personal ehoice anid belief, ST o '

SWhat fias been sald above is - Lo ccpeat - the deduction of the theoty

of relativity, as it is expouinded in various seientiiic texts, andit-cam”

be checked wiih any scicotist who is thoroughly familiar with the said
theory, Of cburse, on the clepz nlary and aighschool.level, science.in:
‘general, and ti¢ so-cailed solas System in particular, is taught irom
_relativeiy slmple textoooxs, and the caengeia the seientific atithude

towards the subjeet under discassion is ot @mphasized, Bui, as stated, :
it mould be quite simapie fo verify it with any scicuatist who ssecialisesWy.ewi
2 this particular field, v

_With esteem and bleszing,
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