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BETH RIVKAH SCHOOLS (8 < npas ma

~ \
y b . 4.5“7”12«(7

In this age of divisivness,unity among Jews the world over is vitall
The Lubavitcher Rebbe Shlita has
through the writing of a Sefer Torah. Torah is one-indivisible and

» eternal, gach and every Jew will .ensure peace and huimony in the “

*,. world by buying a8 letter in this Sefer Torah. ' !
p(\y\“y‘“? }/’\; R‘_'O’Q(g> # "1JL/‘;) .}:‘1 !D'/\'ﬂb(,‘ 5"\ P .\if.'(/( }/\ /\2
(¥ “The Lubavitcher 'Rebbe has su gqsted that the Beth Rivkah school 3
a undertake this important project. Beth Rivkah

has engaged the services
\\.\ of a scribe who has begun writing the Sefer Torah.

We invite you to join us in this important mitzvah. ome-who—writes
even-one—letter in-a-Se€ r Torah-is <onaidarad_to.have wideten.an
ertice -Scfer-Powwh, By LU ying a letter in this Torah,you are also
helping to support a Turah institution.

6 M Nz~
) As well as purchasing a letter for yourself,you “purchase a

o\ letter for any member of your family or for your friends,men or women,
"\boys Or girls. We urge you to include as many Jewish people as possible.
Q? e first Tetter) is waiting for the last letter to be completed.

or each letter purchased,please enclose an amount that you consider
' Jappropriate.

You may DEDIEATE. M LETE€ R . om.wu-mmammm - or
,-lMomoddforathgyl“u- :
rlease complete this form and return it with payment to:

VAAD KESIVAS SEFER TORAH c/o Beth Rivkah, 310 Crown St., Brookiyn, N.Y. 11225 Tel. (212) 771-9000

Please print cloarly ‘ ) MM DM SIN0Y N
I would like to purchase a letter ih the Sefer Torah NN 1003 NN NMNPY DIwIY
' nnoYn ov

3:'.: name Last name

. aMnon on v . nv
mor‘:‘mm Binhoale  Day Month. Year
nan
Address

. : v np's 550
::‘l’y . Siste zip ol ( S st
Qe oo . *
1 H}

\ :
‘p'am a student O study(studied) o teach (taught) . . ‘
:t t:,w:he following Shebad~iabavieeh school, camp or other institution.

.
NG IN ORI nYL Ty
e of tutl,

Ham. (8), camp(s) or

naro
Addreas

nvn " mpw
2::.', State/Country - 2p

(1w3) roun nvw
From year Yo yoar

QT2 AU DAL NUNY XY AN THNOUN Ma AN D2 DI ¥ AN oMa -
It you wouid ks te Yasenibe members of your {umlly, ploese complate tho form on the revars s nie o

g3

/
/
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[unity be achieved] also [through]
[each and every jew will] easure contribute to the [peace]

"
[that the Beth Rivkah schools] .1712 D71V 722 17X NITDINA 020NN 701 nn-nlpgwn nn |-; AT nIwy7yy"y npe

[you] may-atse Da N2 N2 [purchase]
[the first letter] N"DAT [is waiting]
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B.K.
Rosh Chodesh Adar, 5735
Long Beach, N.Y. 11561

Rabbi Dr. H. Rabinowitz
151 Anson Road
London, N.W.2.

Dear Rabbi Rabinowitz:

This 1¢ to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of Jan. 27th.

I appreciate very much your kind invitetion
to contribute a number of specified articles to
the Encyclopedia of Hasidism, to which you have
been appointed Bditor in Chief. Regretfully, I
am already overburdened with work, and cannot
undertake additional commitments. I assure you
it is with great reluctance that I must decline
your kind invitation.

I wish you much success in your monumentel
task.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,
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A Highly-Respected Cantor will
conduct High Holy Day Services

K

 The Seating Committee will be in session from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
starting Wednesday, August 30

For Further Information,

Please Phone: 358-45]8
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Thought for the week
A letter of Rabbi M.M. Schneerson
The Rebbe of Lubavitch Shlita

By the grace of G-d
21 Menachem Av 5728
Brooklyn N.Y.

Greetings and blessings,

I received your letter (without a date). The first remark I have to make is that whenever there is a
question that has to be discussed, significant discussion can be developed only if both sides accept
certain premises as the foundation of the discussion. From your letter I can see that both of us accept
the Written and Oral Torah as an undisputed authority/source.

Itisclearly explained in the Written, as well as in the Oral Torah that, as far as the Jews are concerned,
Golus (exile) is not the result of military circumstances, numerically superior military forces, nor is
it the consequence of economic pressures that create the need to obey those who are stronger etc.

On the contrary, as explained extensively again and again in Chumash - the five books of
Moses/Pentateuch - (including whole Sedarim - weekly Parsha of Humash - like Bechukosai and
Ki Sovo) and in the Books of the Prophets and much more in the Talmud and Rabbinic literature, if
the Jews would observe the Torah and Mitzvot - commandments, religious duties - they would
never have been expelled into exile, despite the fact that "among all nations you are the smallest
one”. Because Jews were always numerically inferior and less important when it was about military
or physical strength, as king David said concisely in one sentence: "These (come) on chariots, and
those on the horses, and we call in G-d’s name”. In contrast, when the Jews leave Torah and Mitzvot,
G_d forbid, no strength, military force, or political alliances etc. would be able to help, as the Torah
says very clearly: "If you will go against me, I will also go against you” etc. and the inevitable
consequence is Golus.

In the spirit of the abovementioned, the true check/test of events with the aim to establish if they
really point to Geulo - salvation - or not, is to establish if there were changes in the causes that led
to Golus in the first place, that is, if there is a new tendency toward stronger observation of Torah
and Mitzvot.

Another point: after the Churban - destruction, usually a reference to the destruction of the Beit
Hamikdash, the Temple - when it was not possible to mark the 17" of Tammuz, Tisha b’Av etc., there
were still a certain number of Jews who stayed in Eretz Yisrael and they too had to observe all laws
related to Golus. Those who stayed in Eretz Yisrael and saw the destruction with their own eyes,
would feel the Churban even more, as well as the Golus. Let us also remember that Tisha b’Av etc.
was also observed in the time of Gedaliah ben Achikam, the Jewish governor of the Jewish
community in Eretz Yisrael before he was Killed by Ishmael (II Kings 25:25). [The end of this
paragraph remains somewhat unclear - Ed.]

As is the case with many other things in the Torah, there are sources with long explanations.
However, because we are not all talented or patient enough to learn everything in detail as it appears
in the original sources, we can find this matter in a shortened and concentrated form. The issue we
are discussing now, is succinctly formulated by the Great Teacher, Rambam (Maimonides) - who
was not only the leader of the confused ones - Guide to the Perplexed - in his generation, but also of
the confused ones in all generations. In his code Yad Hachazaka (Strong Hand - referring to the
numerical value of 14, that is Rambam’s Mishneh Torah composed of 14 books) he describes in a
short, but very significant way, how the era/time of Golus will look like and how the Geulo will start.
I will quote his words, but in English, with notes to explain the text, with some introductory [text
missing - Ed.]
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.. that will follow through king Moshiach/the Redeemer - the Rambam declares the same,
in simple terms, in the last section of his whole Code, Hilchos Melochim (Laws of Kings)
which, in some ways, can be considered the “seal” of his Code. In the beginning of chapter
11he saysthat the Melech Hamoshiach will bring Geulo, and near the end of that paragraph
carefully/thoroughly describes the order in which it will happen. Because the Code is not
aphilosophical book but a book of law, all his terms are chosen very thoroughly and with
exactitude, without polemics or homiletics. This is a quote (Par. 1):

And when a king from the House of David will arise, devoted to studying Torah and
observing Mitzvot as his father David, in accordance with the Written and Oral Torah, and
he will force the whole Jewish people to walk in this way (to keep it, to live it) and to make
Torah'’s fences stronger, and he will lead G-d's wars, he will be considered Moshiach. (Note
that this is still not a certain sign of Geulo, because all this can happen during Golus. But)
If he did it and succeeded (in all that was mentioned, he won all wars and forced the Jewish
people to learn Torah and made its fences stronger - we are still not sure and we need
another sign, that is) and if he builds the Beis Hamikdash in its place (of course, this is in
the holy city Jerusalem, where many Jews live. but we still not sure that this is the end of
Golus, so one more condition has to be fullfilled) and he will gather all dispersed - then it
is certain that he is Moshiach.
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Further comments are surely unnecessary.

I will just to add one more important thing: this law in the Rambam is not disputed by any
codifier. Even the author of the Shulchan Aruch, who wrote a commentary on Rambam,
including this paragraph and chapter, the well known "Kesef Mishneh”, did not have
anything to oppose here, accepting the ruling completely. Nor are there any others
codifiers that do not agree with it.
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Of course, there are different Homilies, remarks and allusions about Guelo in Aggada,
Midrash, etc. (Agada = part of Rabbinic literature that include homiletics about the Bible,
prayers, stories, maxims etc. sometimes conflicting with the Law/Halacha) (Midrash =
systematically organized interpretation of the Bible, from the Tannaim and Amoraim,
with different traditions from Biblical times) but they do not have any influence on
practical law. Even in the area of law itself we may find, at first glance, different opinions
about different questions/things in the Mishna and Gemara. But when the final decision
and Psak Din/final judgement is reached, it applies to all unconditionally, without any
trace of doubt (Psak Din = Law/Court decision). It is obvious from the Rambam’s Psak Din
that before Kibbutz Goluyos/ingathering of the exiles and the building of the Beis
Hamikdash in its place, a complete return to the Torah and Mitzvot is warranted while
Jews are still in Golus - only that is a prelude to and preparation for Geulo.
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I am aware of the fact that there are many individuals who want to rely on certain
statements of our sages in Tractate Sanhedrin or in the Jerusalem Talmud or the like, so
they could base their own point of view on it, but the obvious flaw in whole their approach
has always surprised me. Rambam surely also knew all the statements of our sages in
Sanhedrin, Jerusalm Talmud etc. and he understood them at least as good as those who
quote them. The irony is that these individuals consider Rambam'’s every word in other
places as most precise, and they learn them with awe. But when it comes to a simple and
straightforward Psak Din of the Rambam, they completely ignore it.
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The reason why I wrote a bit of a longer answer to your letter (although this is still too
short in comparison to the subject) is because it hurts to see how the interest of our
well-meaning people has been lost. Instead of every Jew, old or young, man or
woman, giving his/her best to minimize or completely remove all the reasons for
Golus, i.e. mipnei chata’einu("Because of our sins we were exiled from our land”), and
what those sins are is clearly explained in Shulchan Aruch = legal code), many Jews,
no doubt with good intentions, use all their power, energy and influence to find
different ways of human cleverness to bring Golus to its end. This is doubly painful -
firstly, because it is deceptive to have Jews think that there could be any other way to
finish Golus except the one that G-d decided, and secondly, while they are occupied
with other means and ways to finish with Golus, they can't be fully occupied with the
real battle against Golus according to G-d’s conditions from Rambam’s Psak Din.

%../\.'

Let G-d allow that each of us individually, and all of us amongst all Israel, be inspired
with the real, true Heavenly inspiration, to walk in Torah’s way and to strengthen her
fences (that is, to keep its rules/laws) because only THAT is necessary to pave the way
for Moshiach, to fullfill all the conditions that are necessary to reach the full and total
Geulo.

NO)

With blessings,
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