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RABBI MENACL}flEbM 'I?’I }ISCHNEERSON WRTMRIY 2700 omn
avite ‘ .
770 Eastern Parkway . ?m!m;;pf;
Brooklyn 13, N. V. ' .

UPANB IWBTR 770
By  the Grace of g-g R
28th of Teveth, 5722
Brooklyn, N. Y.

HYacinth 3-9250

Miss Zoeshova Zucker

e/o Zinverg

973 ior LIomery Street
"Brooklyn, N. V. .
1

Blessing zné Greeting:
I reccived your letiter of the 2lst of Teveth.

I truet tuat it is uneceesary for me to emph2gize to you at great
lengts tnet pErriage 1a, in acecordance with the text of the bleseing,
Han everlesting edificg! {Binyan fLdei-ad), and that everything cone
nected with it is not only of immediats ang vital concern ta the
bride crg bridegroom, but hasg a bearing also on their children.
Ther=ore, it ig geli-understood that the nmaximum attention choulg
be ziven to those Tactors which are €s8sential to ensure g happy life

Parinerenip znd an everlasting Jewlsh home. 7Tt ia of no importance
woetever in such a case to pay attention io the opinion of 2 nelgh-
bor or an acquaintance. An obvlous eXample would be in the eceang
where 2 deal it under considéraiion, involving a million dollare,
when 1t would be foolish to Jay attention to nlecikels ang dimes, and
thereby overloolr €sgential cqnditions which affect the whale deal,

With epecific refarence to tﬂe matter about which JOu write in your
letter -:d which Egems to wonry You, let me eay this: When a young
man nas ot the Strength of w111 ana the strength of character to
wear & ozard, -end hag done sd forp ceveral years, even at 2 time
vhen wearing a beard wasg not [such a populer thing ag 1t is now, not
only in Crthddox cireles but even in circles which havs nothing to
do with relligion, it surely shows mreat courage and conviction, as
wWell ze z loyalty to Obllgations - all of which are €eeential qual-
ities to ensure a happy familly 1ire.

It ie surely aigo unnecessary for me to add that Hhere g==s religi-
Ous 2oy:s Za do not wear a2 beard, it ig not beseauce they nave the
etren.ik of character ang eonvicilon, rather becausa of the lack
of then. '

Finally, it it¢ important to bear in mind what ls writien 1n the
Zoher &v¢é in other holy Sources, that this is a Specilal channel and

veseel to receive additional G=d's bleesings, materially ang spirit-
ually.

Vith vlessing,

By/4L;4u ¢4£Ja&4
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

INRTIMIE 110m o
Lubavitch . TEmgany
770 Eastern Porkwory
Brooklyn 13, N, ¥, ’
—_— TOPME ITBOR TIG
HYacinth 3-250 . B R L TR E

By the Grace of G-d
27th of Marcheshvan, 57205
Brooklyn, N, Y,

Jewish Institute For Brides & Grooms
5200 Cote St, Catherine #7
Montreal, P,Q., Canada

Greeting and Blessing:

Your letter reached me with some delay. Thank you
very much also for the enclesures dealing with your acti-
vities and programs,

I hope that you are making efforts not only to main-
tain your activities in high gear, but also to extend them
from time to time, For, needless to say, a marriage in
Jewish life is an insitution which is called Binyan Adei
Ad - an "everlasting edifice", And in order that it should

be $0, it is necessary that everything connected with a

Chaim, because it is not only the source of everlasting
life in the Hereafter, but also the true guide in life on
this earth, The analogy of a marriage to an "everlasting
edifice" is not merely a figure of speech, but there is an
important idea and instruction in it, It is that just asg

in the case of any structure, the first and most important
thing is to ensure the quality and durability of the founda-
tion, lacking which al 1 the efforts put into the walls and
roof and decorations, etc., would be of no avail, and so it

In view of the above, it is also clear that there is
a standing obligation upon everyone to help a bride ang
groom to establish such an everlasting edifice, and it would
be totally unjustified to think that it is a3 matter of their
own personal life, in which no one has a right to interfere,
—Surely when one sees someone bent on harming herself or him-
ol Ukedndself) or about to do something which might Jlead to self des-
Ailidn. truction, G-d forbid, one will not consider it "interference!
or "encroachment" tg try to prevent that person from harming
himself, Similarly, when there is an opportunity to help
someone with a lasting benefit, surely it is an elementary

duty so to do, how much mere so where the benefit is a truly evez-
lasting one,

I send you my prayerful wishes to continue your good
work in helping young couples to establish truly Jewish
homes, homes that are illuminated with the light of the
Torah and Mitzvoth, above all with the observance of the
laws and regulations of Taharas Hamishpocho, May you do
so with deep inspiration and with ever growing Hatzlocho,

With blessingyy, .%Wﬂ\ :
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEEASON INRTTIRIY  2Tion Tmn
Lubavitch

2IMINATY
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213

MPIBE Ynow 770
Hyacinth 39250 I 6 L sl
‘ Ey the COrace of G-d

bth of Adar II, 5738

Erooklyn, N. 7,

Blessing and 3reeting:
Your letw ot
n

z san. 2%th reached me with some delay. I was
Pleased to read iy

[}
it about your advancing in Yiddishkeit.

Since i% iz human nature that ambitlon zrows with achieve-
ment, as our Rabbis 2xpr=ss iz, "He who has 100, desires 200,
and (having attained) 2¢0, desires 400," may G-d grant that
your achievements in Yiddishkeit should stimulate you to ever
greater accomplishments in Torah and #itzvoth. In addition to
this being a must in itself, it is also a very practical way to
ful fill the #i<zvo of T'Ohav+o L'%eacho Komocho, being an in-
spiring examula and influence to all around vou.

Needlesz fo say, when 2 Jew makes a fira resolution %o live
up to the Torah and Mitzvoth in the daily life, nothing stands in
the way of the will, and there is the assurance "make the effort,
and you will succeed.”

_ The Zechus of the Holy Land will additionally stand you in
good stead, in this and in ail your needs.

At this time before Purim, I wish you a joyous and inspiring
Purim, and may the inspiration of it be with you throughout the
year.

With bleésing _ Cht |
' H"""\' WEL Uﬁu‘/\ '
L]

P.3. Your uging the term "modern orthodoxy" Prompts me to make the
following observation.

Although this term is frequently used, if you reflect on it
you will realize the inner contradiction in terms, For, orthodoxy
refers to a full commitment to a life regulated by the Torah,

Toras Emes, and its Mitzvoth, by which Jews live. Whereas "modern”
implies a compromise and adjustment Supposedly in keeping with
"modern"” ideas. But where truth is toncerned, there can be no
compromise or accommodation, for even 99% of truth is not the

whole truth, and therefore not truth at all.

o



Miss

Needless to say, 994 ig better than 98%, but one must not
delude onesel? in believing that it ig the whole truth. Indeed,
the Rambam rulass that if a Jew accepts the whole Torah except
one letier, he is deemed as 17 Re denied the whole Torah. And

.one of thz explanations of it is, as mentioned above, that truth
and compramise are contradictory.

The zpove does not mean that unless a Jew observes all the
613 Mitzvoth, he is not an observant Jew. Indeed, the Torah
declarss, "A Jew, though hehias minned, remains a Jew." ' It
states further that no sinner is rejected, and eventually
everyone who had strayed will return to the fold. What is em-
pPhasized above is that any thought that the Torah is in any way
"outdated' and needs to be "modernized” that is heresy and a
- denial of the Divine origin and eternal nature of the Torah and

Mitzvoth. Thers is surely no need to elaborate to you further
on the above,



RABBI MENACHEM [M- SCHNEERSON \NRVIRIW 2719m amn

/

¢

770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213
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MIPIE [PREWR 770

Hyacinth 39250 : 23 %%pma

B. H. 5th of Shevat, 3738
' Brooklyn, N,Y,.

Rabbi Av

Greeting and Ble ssing:

aAfter the long interval, I was nleased to rzcaive your letter of
25th of Teves, though T had inquired about you from time to time through
mutual {riends. But, of course, indirect information can only be generai
and superficial and cannot substitute for direct communication,

[ acoreciate the kind sentiments expressed in your lefter, But I
am madful of the dictum of our Sages of the Talmud (B, M, end of p. 84a}
to the effect that compliments and approbations, however justified, do not
nelp to clarify issues, where as 3 question or challenge, requiring an
answer or explanation, can be more neloful to bring out im portant practical
points and elucidations,

Foliowing this princinie, and especially in view of the opening lead
of your letter, referring to the well-xnown guestion (and challenge) pnsy
in light of the Alter Rebbe's expianacion of it, which reappears again in
the concluding paragraph of your letter, the course of my response is al-
ready chartered. '

3

There is no need, of course, to point out to you that when the quesiion
1238 is posed to a private individual, it is lik‘ely to refer to the individual
personally and to his immediate family, while the same question put to a
person of influence and communal responsibility, to whom many look up for

7Inspiration’and guidance in their daily life and conduct, the question has

much wider implications. It also ¥3 calls for an assessment as to where
he stands and what he hag accomplished in the public domain, Indeed, perhaps

the latter is the more significant challenge, for it is there that the person's

fullest achievement ig expressed, as it comes {o light in those who benefitad
from his influence, and it is more significant for many reasons.

Needless to say, the foregoing is not contradicted in the least by the
popular adage BN ©Iwp 3"ANY n3y wiwp - "first correct yoursels,
then correct 'pthers. " Certainly in this country, and in these davs, it is the
duty of everyone who has any influence in his surroundings o take an active

part in promoting Torah-Chinuch, ‘béaring in mind that even a slight improve-
ment during the formative years may well result in significant bene fits in

A



later years to the extent of affecting one's whole life and that of one's
family, etc. The prospect is not the same,of course, for the person
who is {pikrensetsy the mu@ﬁ_&r generation, since he is already a mature
person with a defined course in life, though he, too, is capable of a
radical change and advancement to an incomparable degree.

“As you are surely aware, the contemporary young generation,
mare than at any other time in the past, is not afraid of a challenge, even
if it should entail radical change and great hardship., It is rather thoge
who are supposed to present the challenge to them who fail to give our
youngsiers credit, thinking that if it is offered in a diluted form, it will
be more appealing and acceptable. Their fear of 73112 noon
has got them down so much that all that they offer isatzspaw BIFTD
not realizing how self-defeating their approach is.

3

I should not be at ease with my conscience, both for my sake and
yours, Lf [ were not to put it in plain words. I am confident that you will
not {ake it amiss.

I speak of living Yiddishkeit in the daily life and conduct in terms
of actual observance, what our Sages call =ap1p 3n®pd - the essential
thing is the practice of the Mitzvos; not the kind of Judaism that is
practised on certain occasions, or on certain days of the year, but every
day; until the habit becomes second nature - in this case, actually the
essential nature, '

[ recall seeing in your book (I be lieve vou also mentioned it to me
personally) about your spending some {ime with the Neturei Karta in
Jerusalem. Thus the question n27x should include also an appraisal
of the distance between them and others in terms of total commitment and
dedication, As for some negative aspects which you found there in your
estimation, I believe that if a fair assessment is made, one would have to
admit that there are more negative aspects in circles of the other extreme.

Now a word about my as»x, to which you refer at the end of vour

letter. Certainly it includes all that has been said above, and more. 1
wonder what were the“practical'results of our meeting and discussion,
with you and your wife, when [ was not only a listener but also a speaker.
My n3Tx makes me ponder to what extent were my words effective -
not.in terms of pleasant recollections, but in terms of 4p*y nwyn . 1

’ will not dwell on this point, not out of any apprehension that it may em-
barrass you, but because there is no need to elaborate_on it to you.

But I do wish to mention another pertinent point, though I may
have mentioned it in the course of our conversation. I have in mind the
matter of pr%pa ©2727 , 'useless words,' which, like all expressions
of our Sages, is a precise and meaningful term. Wheneyer we come across
this term in Halacha, and even more so in Poimius haTorah, it is of course ‘



in a rather negative and reprehensible sense, and in some respects it has o
do with 71799771 nwivp , the sanctity of language. At first glance, a
more appropriate expression would seem to be m*a1o% a*naT , 'for-
bidden words," or n o1&y ora37, "obscene words,'" or some
similar term as "unbecoming language,' and the like. But this is pre-
cisely where the meaning of g2%w0a1 2727 comes in, namely, that it
refers not to the quality of the words, but to their effect, whether they are
useful or useless. One may speak good words, even quoting words of
Torah, but if they do not impress the listener and do not affect him in terms
of Py avya |, then they are 0*%v3 02737 . The blame must

be placed on the speaker, since we have the rule that "words coming from
the neart penetrate the heart and are eveatually effective, "

I trust that this letter finds you and your family in good health., If
you should think it worthwhile to convey some points of my letter to your
wife, [ would be gratified, of course.

Wit blessing, | s~ vhel - aws

P, 5. After writing the above, I hawe justreceived your telephor
message aboutihe medlca}.trea*ment suggested by your doctors.
and your request for my advise,

It is wellknown thatin a case of ulcer a very Unportanf: factor
is peace of mind; and this*ma inly up to the patient. Itherefore
suggest that you should strengthen your Bitochon (real trust) in
G-d, the Healer of All Flesh Who Works Wondrously. And the way
to do itis by reviewing appropriate texts on this subject, such as,
for example, Shaar Habitochon in Ihn Pakuda's) Duties of the Heart,
and the like, and reflect deeply on this subject.

In addition, itis also well known that a suitable diet is helpful in
such a condition, and I beliewe helpful in all cases, the differen ce being
only in degree.

Hence, inasmuch as the condition has been with you for some time,
I suggest that you should first give a try to the above two remedles

and see to what e xtend they can relieve the gituation.

Inany case, the auspicious month of Adar is only three weeks
away, and in the meantime you can obser® the results of the two
measures suggested above.

To ease your anxiety sooner, this letter is be ing dispatched by S. D,

(more)
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Incidentally, the conte ot of the above letter, though die-
tated befor e your tele phone message, may wellbe the "pre-
emptige cure”., For eve rything is by Ha shgo cho Pr oiis, and
Amon g human beings -~ even n on-Jews - there is s'ome thing
that is called "premo nition, " or, what our Sages describe as
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, by Moshe Ben Chaimn

This week, we celebrate forty-six years since the Rebbe
and his wife, Rebbitzen Chaya Mushka, arrived in
America, on the 28th of Sivan, 5701, Their difficult jour-
ney lasted almost a year. Many obstacles had to be over-
come. Many strings had to be pulled. However, they were
fortunate to escape the terrible fate that overtook so many
Jews, including the Rebbitzen’s younger sister Sheina and
her husband, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Horenstein. Here
18 g Tull account of their odyssey:

When the war broke out in 1939, the Rebbe and his
wife. Rebhitzen Chaya Mushka, were living in Paris. The
Rebbe Rayatz (who was the Rebbilzen’s {ather) was in -
Poland ai the time, trying to reach Riga, the capital of
Latvia, which was still independent then. Due 1o the diffi-
culties of travelling in Eastern Europe at this point, he was
unable to leave Warsaw, and was forced 10 remain in hid-
ing there for several months. Certain Chassidim who had
managed to {lee from beleaguered Poland passed over to
the Rebbe whatever news they had of his father-in-law,
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The Rebbe then sent this information to Agudas Chassidei
Chabad in America, who were pressuring the American
goverament to rescue the Rebbe Rayatz from Poland.

The prime mover in these efforts was Rabbi Yisroel
Jacobson. Below is a letter which the Rebbe sent Rabbi
Jacobson at the tine. [t was written in code to preserve the
safety of the Rebbe Rayatz. Here is the translation from
the original French:

“Thank you for vour letters dated the 22nd and 25th of
last month. We have no news of our parents... We have
heard that they are unable 1o leave Warsaw, and we are
very worried about them. As requested. here are the dates
and places of birth of all the members of our family, which -
should facilitate the procural of American visas.
Unfortunately, I only know the following;

Mendel Horenstein - born 1905 in Yanushpol

Sheina Horenstein, - horn 1904 in Lubavitch

Chaya Moussia Schneerson - bomn August 13, 1901,
in Smolensk, to Yosef and Dina, and

Mendel Schneerson - bom March 1, 1895, to Levik and
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Chana Yanovsky in Nikolayev.”

A few years before that, when the Nazis rose (o power

in Germany, the Rebbe’s orother, Yisroel Arye Leib, who

" was studying in Berlin, needed certain documents in order
to leave Europe. The Rebbe, who was living in Paris, was
willing to travel to Berlin to make the necessary arrange-
ments. However, the Rebbitzen thought that it was too
dangerous. She persuaded the Rebbe to allow her to trav-
el in his place as she was less likely to come to any harm.
Rebbitzen Chaya Mushka made this perilous journey into
the heart of Nazi Germany and was successful in her mis-
sion.

Years later, the Rebbitzen related how the German offi-
cials at the Gestapo offices were amazed that all the
members of her family shared the surname
Schneerson, including her hushand, par-
ents, and even paternal grandmother.
This led the officials to suspect that /
the Rebbitzen was giving false
information. Even after her state-
ments were authenticated, the
Nazi officials continued to speak
threateningly. “Don’t worry,”
snarled a Gestapo officer. “Very
soon, we will conquer France
and when we enter Paris, we will
summon you and your husband to -
a thorough investigation of this
matter,” ;

Meanwhile, the Rebbe, who was still %
in Paris, registered at French military head- N
quarters. Although the Rebbe was never con-
scripted into the French army, the certificate he
received to say that he had officially joined the army
made his stay in France much easier. Often, the French
police would stop the Rebbe and ask io see his identity
papers. The certificate proved that the Rebbe was not
avoiding military service, an offense: which might chas
vshalom have led to his arrest.

Shortly afler Paris fell to the Nazis in 1940, a group of
Gestapo officials (they hadn’t forgotten) were dispatched
to the address that the Rebbitzen had given on her earlier
visit to Berlin. Fortunately, the Rebbe and Rebbitzen had
already left the city. As the Nazis approached the French
capital, thousands of people tried to flee. The railway sta-
tion swarmed with refugees, but thanks to the Rebbe’s
military papers, the Schneersons were able to cut through

i

the huge crowds to reach a train. However, boarding the
train was a different matter. Here the military papers could
no jonger help them, and the Rebbe and Rebbitzen had to
contend with another crowd of anxious refugees,
Fortunately, a certain well-connected raitway official
ensured that they found seats, and the Rebbe and
Rebbitzen were among the lucky few who managed to
board one of the last trains out of Paris before it fell to the
Germans. The Rebbe had already heard that the Rebbe
Rayatz had successfully reached America. Now he only
had his own situation to worry about.

Before the fall of Paris, a senior French general who
had befriended the Schneersons suggested that they stay

in a mansion that he owned outside the city until the
end of the war. But the Rebbe had turned
down the offer, preferring to flee to Vichy
in the southern part of France. While it
was nominally under French con-
trol, the Vichy government col-
laborated extensively with the
Nazis in the north. It was only
marginally safer for Jews than
the areas occupied by the
Germans.
After a perilous journey
through Nazi-occupied France,
the Rebbe and Rebbitzen finally
/' arrived in Vichy. All they had were
the clothes they were wearing and a
small suitcase containing the Rebbe’s
tallis and tefillin, They arrived on Erev
Shavuos, and as it was.already getting dark,
the Rebbe handed the snitcase to a wagon driver and
asked him to send it on to a certain hotel, The Rebbe and
Rebbitzen then 'walked to the hotel, which was a consid-
erable distance away.

Years later, the Rebbitzen recalled the difficulties faced
by anyone who wanted to stay in a hotel in Vichy.’
According to official regulations, Jews were unable to rent
aroom, but if they wanted to sleep in a corridor, they had
to prove that they owned at least a hundred dollars (a sum
that was beyond most impoverished refugees). The Rebbe
only possesssed a single hundred-dollar bill, but he used
this to save many Jewish lives. Despite the personal risk
involved, the Rebbe left the hotel every day to look for
destitute Jews, who could have been arrested at any
moment for loitering on the streets. The Rebbe would
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explain the government’s regulations to the Jew and lend

him the hundred-dollar bill. Once the Jew had found a

place in a hotel, he would return the hundred doljar bill to
the Rebbe, who then used it to help another Jew. In this
way, the Rebbe saved many lives. The Rebbe and
Rebbitzen stayed in Vichy for a few months before mov-
ing on to Nice, which was then under Italiang control.

Although ltaly was an Axis power and ruled by Fascists,

Nice was somewhat safer for Jews than Vichy, and many
Jewish refugees found temporary sanctuary there. The
Rebbe and Rebbitzen remained in Nice for about eight or
nine months. Despite the relative safety of Nice, it was
still a dangerous place for Jews. On some days, mass
arrests took place, so-the Rebbe almost never left his
home, uniess it was to help another Jew, '
Throughout this period, the Rebbe Rayaiz worked tire-
lessly from America to facilitate their exit from war-torn
Europe and to provide whatever assistance he could, Even
while he was on board the ship that took him from

Sweden to New York, the Rebbe Rayatz wrote a letter to )

a contact in Jerusalem, asking him to send shemueah mat-
zos to his daughter and son-in-law, who were then still in
Paris.

Using his contacts in Washington the Rebbe Rayatz
secured American entry permits for the Rebbe and
Rebbitzen, on condition that the Rebhe would work as a

communal rabbi upon his arrival in America, This wag not-

a problem, but for some reason, the promised permits
which were supposed to be sent via the American con-
sulate in Nice, were not delivered. The Rebbe Rayatz, did
not give up and pressed for the speedy issue of the per-
mits. The Rebbe Rayatz wrote in a worried letter to Rabbi
Yechezkel Feigin,“How many months have gone by since
. they promised to grant permits to the Ramash and his wif
[the Rebbe and Rebbitzen)! Yet, they still do not exist...”
The Rebbe also expressed his concerns to Asher

Rabinowitz, a Chassid who acted on his behalf in
Washington, as follows:

“Your telegram was received, Unfortunately, despite all
their promises and fine wards, nothing has been done. |
am very upset about this. Please write to your connec-
tions. Don’t telegraph, or telephone, but put in writing that
they must work promptly to get American visas to
Horenstein {the Rebbe Rayatz’s younger daughter, Sheina
and her husband, who both ultimately perished in
Treblinka], and that the American consulate in Nice,
France, should grant visas to Rabbi Schneerson [the
Rebbe].”

Matters continued to drag on, and the promised permits
still did not atrive. Moreover, in order to leave Europe, the
Schneersons and the Horensteins needed exit visas. For
this, the State Department had to contact the German gov-
emment. Although the application was accepted, the visas
took a long time to come through. Time was running out.
Realizing that there was no point in refying on the slow
American bureaucracy, the Rebbe Rayatz asked Asher
Rabinowitz to keep pressing the authorities in Washington
on his behaif. In a letter to Rabbi Dovid Meir Rabinowitz,
Asher’s father, the Rebbe Rayatz writes:

“In answer to your letter, ...T am sure that [your son)
will tell you all the relevant details, but I am not yet at ease
o this matter. First of all, he should personally check that
the telegrams were sent to the consulates. It is also better
to make copies... of everything that was sent to Berlin on
behalf of my son-in-law, Horenstein, and to Nice, France,
on behalf of my son-in-law, Schneerson. The above
applies to all his efforts to secure exit vigas, This depends
upon the German government, and nothing has vet been
done [on this count] either....”

Meanwhile, the Rebbe and Rebbitzen were still waiting
in Nice to receive these all-important documents, For
some reason, the Rebbe asked the Rebbe Rayaiz to have
the papers sent to the consulate in Marseilles rather than
Nice. In order to clarify this matter, the Rebbe Rayatz sent
back the following coded telegram in reply: '

“Avram [a codename used by the Rebbe for all com-
munications at this time]. Please inform me of the state of
Moussia and Mendel’s health, their addresses, and why
they have asked me to send their files to Marseilles.
Regards, Rabbi Schneerson.” '

The reason why the papers were ultimately sent to
Marseilles remains unclear. It i possible that the Rebbe
and Rebbitzen stayed there fc")r a short time. Eventually,
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from the Rebbe Rayatz instructing
them not to sail. Although no spe-
cific reason.was given and the
Schneersons had no idea when the

_ 8 nexi ship was due to leave, if at
s b v . | all, they obeyed unquestioningly.
| 1t was some time before they were
able to purchase other tickets and
this time they did sail, reaching
Portugal safely. Years later, they
discovered that the first ship was
| torpedoed by the Italians, and its
| § Dpassengers remained stranded on
Fre bt smNA Sann abeareen spIRlen §  adistant island until the end of the
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This is to Tet you know |
that my daughter, Chaya
Mushka, and her husband, |
Rabbi M.M. Schneerson,
have arrived here safely
today. I wanted to tell you
straight away.  Please 5 UL IR IR
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set sail, they discovered that their
itinerary had changed once again.
Now, they could only reach the

the Rebbe Rayatz’s battle with American bureaucracy
drew to a successfill conclusion. On 9th Nissan, 5701
(1941), the Rebbe Rayatz wrote,

“Our daughter C.M. [Chaya Mushka] and her husband,
Rabbi M.M. are still in France, but I hope that after Chol
HaMoed Pesach, they will arrive here safely.”

On the 4th of Tyar, the Rebbe Rayatz wrote,“My dangh-
ter Chaya Mushka and her husband.. have already
recetved their entry permits for this country. ‘G-d should
grant them a safe and easy journey...”

During Chol HaMoed Pesach the Rebbe finaily picked
up the American eniry visas from the consulate in
Marseilles. Preparing to sail for America, the Rebbe and
Rebbitzen were confronted with a new problem. They dis-
covered that their ship had to stop briefly in Portugal,
which meant that they had to apply for Portuguese transit
visas, However, the Rebbe Rayatz also settled this matter
for them. He wrote to Rabbi Nissan Wachsman, whose
brother-in-law, Dr. Yosef Schwartz, had influential con-
nections with the Portuguese authorities, and asked him to
intervene. The Rebbe Rayatz’s efforts were suecessful,
and eventually, the Portuguese transit visas were received.
Passage was booked aboard a certain ship, and the Rebbe
and Rebbitzen were ready to leave.

Very shortly before the Rebbe and Rebbitzen were to
embark upon this risky journey, they received a telegram

United States by sailing from the
Spanish port of Barcelona. As
they did not have transit visas for
Spain, they had to cross the border into Spain secretly. -
Once they arrived in Barcelona, they boarded the ship to
America. Sailing across the Atlantic was also fraught with
danger, as the ocean was riddled with German U-boats
and mines. Fortunately, the ship that brought the Rebbe
and Rebbitzen to America remained unscathed, and on
Sivan 28, 5701 (1941), they finally disembarked.

As the Rebbe Rayatz was too frail to meet his daughter
and son-in-law at the port, he sent three senior Chassidim
to greet them on his behalf: Rabbi Shmuel Levitin, Rabbi
Eliyahu Simpson, and Rabbi Shlomo Aharon
Kazamovsky. o

The Rebbe Rayatz’s joy knew no bounds. His daughter
and son-in-law had been saved from the flames that were
engulfing European Jewry. The Rebbe Rayatz immediate-
Iy wrote to Rabbi Dovid Meir Rabinowitz, whose son,

- Asher, had worked so hard to procure the precious visas

for the Rebbe and Rebbitzen.
Since then, the 28th of Sivan has been a significant day

.in the Lubavitch calendar, as we thank G-d that the Rebbe

and Rebbitzen were able to escape the fate that befell so
many of their brethren in Europe, and went on to becorne
the leaders of world Jewry.

translated by Naomi Grossman
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