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will be more than a

‘Jewish Peace Corps’ Representatives Are Here

Two rabbinical students are some M0 Jews here in

from the Lubavitch Yeshiva of
Brooklyn, N.Y., are iIn
Anchorage this wwk o -
reawaken in Alaska Jewsa love

~ 7 Anchorage, and we would like
Lo bring all of them, and cvery
Jow, closer Lo Judaisul.
The two, who will be

Love'

namn

possible in Alaska. " We sk for
na donations, we only wanl in
teach Judaism,' ":pnl.n T skl
All of the “Peace Uorps™
expenses are covered by Lhe

of Orthodox Jewish rabbis,
have already visited Jewish
families in  the Pacific  “We wish Lo promete grealer
Tove between Jews by teaching

them what they don't know

Northwest. Like
“Lubavitcher' followers

and understanding of their

religion.

The two bearded student
rabbis, Shmuel Langsam and
Shmuel Spritzer, both 22, are
followers of Rabhi Menachem
M. Schneerson. They are the
Alaska representatives Lhis
summer of Lhe “lubavitch™ or
“Brotherly Love” movement,
which has been called the
*“Jewish Pence Corps.”

Like 50 other pairs of
rabbinical students, they are
travelling in the United States
to Mind Jews wherever they
may be and bring them a
special message — that
traditional Judaism can and
should be their way of life.

The “Peace Corps™ is oni of
the many instruments for
teaching better Judaism
crealed by ““Lubavileher
Itebbe™ Schneerson.

Members of the Lubavitcher
Peace Corps have crossed the
Sahara on donkeys, visiled
lonely farmers and isolated
settlements almost on every
continent, and carried
textbooks and religious
instruction to children to
whom being a Jew was only a
name, according to the two
men here.

RABBI SCHNEERSON

It should not be surprising
then, that the two have come
to Alaska this summer.

“Thiz is the [irst time
Lubaviteh (literally, City of
Brotherly Love) has come to
Alaska,” Spritzer said. “There

ordained in six months, are
not “missionaires,” They are,
in a sense religious leachers

* trylng to bring Jews a greater

sense of what the religion and
its obligations are all aboul.

“Sa far, we have been very
sucekssful,” Spritzer  said.
“Those who were born here in
Alaska don't know very much
aboul Judaism and have said
they regretted it and wanled
to know maore. They don't
have Jewish education here
and they are very inlerested in
learning,’’ the rabbinical
student said.

From Anchorage, Lhe pair
will travel to Fairbanks, which
has a smaller Jewish
community, The two, both of
them the sons and grandsons

throughout America, they will
travel for three Lo Mive weeks
showlng Jews how o Tulfill
the religious laws written in
the Torah.

“If we find a family who
oberves some of Lhe laws, we
ask them Lo observe more of
them, Lo do other ‘milzvahs,”
Spritzer explained.

In saddition, they
disseminate Jewish lilerature
s0 that Jews spread
throughout the United Stales
and Canada can be closer Lo
vach uther.

Their ultimate goal is love of
each other through observance
of the holy laws. If Jews
follow their religious law, the
Lubavitchers say, “Cily of

about Judaism,” Spritzer said.
He indicated that in this
way, Jews will have more love
for every man,
Spritzer and Langsam wish
Lo conlact as many Jews as

Central  Office  for Jewish
Education.

The first classrooms of the
University of Oregon in Fu-
gene were housed in o buibil:
ing completed in 1876
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The same is true in the area of Torah and Mitzvoth. One may

be a very rich man - in the ordinary sense, or rich in know-
ledge of the sciences, or in other achievements in public

life. Yet, when it comes to Halachah, the Law of Torah con-
duct, he accepts it with complete obedience and dedication,

on the authority of a felloweJew who had consecrated all his
life to Torah study and Torah living and is eminently qualified
to transmit the "Word of G-d - the Halachah."

A further point which characterizes military discipline also
has a bearing on the subject of Torah and Mitzvoth. 1In the
military, no soldier can claim that his conduct is his personal
affair; nor can he take the attitude that there are many other
soldiers to carry out military assignments, but he will do as
he pleases. For it has often been demonstrated in military
history how one action of a single soldier could have-far=
reaching conseguences for an entire army and country.

Every Jew is a soldier in the "Army of G-d," as is often em-
phasized in this week's Sedra - kol yotze tzovo, "everyone
going forth as a soldier.” And he is bound by the same two
basic rules: To carry out G-d's commandments promptly and
fully, without question (naaseh before v'nishma), and to re=
cognize his responsibility to his people ("ALl Jews are res-
ponsible for one another"Y, hence the consequences of one good
deed. To quote the Rambam: "Every person should always con=-
sider himself and the whole world as equi-balanced. Hence,
when he does one Mitzva, he tips the scale in favor of himself
and of)the whole world" (see it at length in Hil. Teshuvah,;
hal. 4 -

May you go from strength to strength in all that has been said
above, in all aspects of Yiddishkeit, which includes also
influence to promote among non-Jews the observance of the
basic Seven Mitzvoth, with all their numerous remifications,
which are incumbent upon all mankind and thes foundation of
human society.

At this time before Shovuos, I wish you and all our brethren
at the Base as well as the community, a happy and inspiring
Festival of Receiving Our Torah, with the traditional Chasidic
blessing = to receive the Torah with joy and inwardness.

N
With esteem and leSSing4\\\F;CAA~§§‘L£’7%/\

By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesh Sivan,
5734. Brooklyn, N.Y.

Chaplain Israel Haber
Elmendorf Air Force Base
Alaska.

Greeting and Blessing:

Due to a very crowded schedule, this is my first o ortunit
of congratuléting You on your extraordinagy Zechuspgf initiz-
ting the project of the first Mikveh in Anchorage for the
Alaskan Jew;shlcommunity, which you accomplished, with G-d's
help,_as I am informed by our mutual friends, the Rabbonim who
flew in to participate in this great event,

As for the importance of this matter,
it to you, since your own initiative %
fully aware of it,

I need hardly

emghasize
s best proof of

eing

However, on the basis of the dictum of our Sages, "Encoura

the energetic,” I wish to express my confideng hope that ygﬁ

are doing all you can to make the Mikveh a busy place, frequented
reg:lar%{ not only by the wome
goo influence, but also by their friends and ac aintances who
will be indgcgd by them to follow their example.quAnd while :his
kind of religious inspiration is a “must* wherever Jews live,

it is even more so in the City and State where the Mikveh has
iust.bse:he:tab¥3$h§dhfgr the first time. It is well to bear

n min at a "Jewish heart 1 .

Toran and Mrtivese! rt is always awake® and responsive to

It is significant in this case
great Zechus of establishing the Mikveh is a person in military
service. For, military service, by definition and practice,
very aptly illustrates the basic principle of commitment to
Torah and Mitzvoth, namely, naaseh (“we will do", and then)
v'nishma ("we will understand®).

that the one who merited the

Moreover, the soldier's duty to carry out the orders of a com-
manding officgr, and carry them out promptly and to the best of
his ability, is in no way' inhibited by the fact that in civilian
life the soldier may be vastly suprior to his comnanding officer
in many respects. Nor does such a circumstance diminish in the
least the soldier's self-esteem in obeying the order. On the
contrary, by not allowing any personal views to interfere with
his military duties, he demonstrates his strength of character
and integrity.
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By the Grace of G-d
In the Beginning of Cheshvan,
5738, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Chap]&%n & Mrs. Israel Haber
108 Bradley Blvd
Travis AFB, Cal. 94535

Greeting and Blessing:

ful expression

i uch your thought
I appreciate very m y peedy and

of concern and your good wishes for a s
complete recovery.

With the help of G-d, the Healer of All Flesh Who

has improved
Works Wondrously, my health .
satisfactorily and I am, thank G-d, able to continue

my work and activities.

"I (G-d,

ith the Divine promise
In accordance with the 13 4 m that bless

the Source of all blessings) will bless the
yOu’ "

May G-d bestow His generous blessings on you and

yours, materially and spiritually.

With esteem MQK\M

P.S. Thank you for foto of your son Mei
Have much true Yiddish Nachas from him.
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] RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

Lubavitch

INRDNRMY 278N Imn

770 Eastern Parkway PRMRING
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213
493-9250 WIPIED JPBD 770
23,09

By the Grace of G-d
16 Av, 5739
Brooklyn, N, Y.

Mrs. H, Linn
8420 E. 12th Ct.
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

Blessing and Greeting:

I am in receipt of your letter of July 27, in which you write in
regard to conversion in accordance with the Halachah which, of course,
is the only valid conversion.

Needless to say it is difficult to deal with such a matter through
correspondence. The best thing would be if you could speak personally
to a practising orthodox Rabbi, for it is a very important and serious
matter. If for some reason this is impossible to do without delay, you
ought to write to one of the competent Rabbinic authorities, such as the
Union of Orthodox Rabbis (address below), in whose domain it is - not

in mine. And since they treat such matters in confidence, you can write
to them quite freely in every detail,

Though you write that you have spoken with an orthodox Rabbi,
I see frog/n your letter that youx gtatmsd®(still gssi#e confused, and the
sooner it is rectified the better.

With blessing )
\)), iz

Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the USA & Canad
235 East Broadway, New York, N,Y,

Mrs. H., Linn Page Two

P.S. I gather from your letter that you are aware bf the general
attitude of the Jewish religion not to encourage proselytising, and, indeed,
to discourage would-be converts. A gentile who wishes to embrace the
Jewish faith i reminded at the outset that gentiles, too, have a Divinely
ordained purpose in life to promote the rule of justice and decency and
the other basic Seven Divine Precepts, with all their ramifications, which
have been given to all mankind (the descendants of Noah, hence the so-
called Seven Noahide Laws), thereby attaining spiritual fulfilment.

You should therefore not be surprised that you have not been encouraged
in your desire 61 Géyras (cMversion) adcording to the Halachsh, which
is the only kind of valid conversion. For, obviously, any other form of
conversion has no validity whatsoever, since it would be a self-contradiction
to adopt a new religion in a way which is contrary to that religion. And since
Halachic conversion requires a total commitment on the part of the proselyte
to strictly adhere to all the laws - the doi's and the don'ts - of the Jewish
religion, which, in your present place and circumstances is well nigh
impossible to fulfil, there is an additional strong reason to discourage you
from taking that step. For, with all your best intentions, you would not
be able to conduct a full Torah«true life in your present place - the first
condition of Halachic conversion, lacking which there can be no convera#{on.

Since it is a very serious matter, I am reiterating here what has been
indicated in the main body of the letter, namely, that before you take up
residence in a city and neighborhood where you can be certain of being able
to carry out the said unequivocal commitment to conduct the everyday life
in accordance with the Jewish Code of Law (Shulchan Aruch) , there is no
point in talking about Geyrus. Unless after discussing the matter with an.
orthodox Rabbi, and despite his reasoning and discouragement, yux a basis
may be found for pursuing the matter.

1 trust you will accept the above in the proper spirit, since it is first of
all my duty to clarify the true aspects of the situation, and it would also be
in your best interests, as well as your family's, to follow the path of truth.

(PLE.O5% )
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SEATTLE OFFICE 5271411 P
@entral Brganization for Jetoish Education
Chabad-Lubavitch
Pacific Northivest
e THTES OF WABGTCN, OO0, G, MONTARA ALKGKA AN PROVSCES F B
'CHABAD HOU! STH GROUPS/CI AMPS
4541 19TH AVENUE N.E
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98105

€ AND AUBERTA CARADA

RABBI SHOLOM B LEVITIN
REGIONAL DIRECTOR
RABBI ABE KAVKA
omsTAATOR
RABB! YECHEZKEL KORNFELD
CHABAD HOUSE MBS
RABBI LIEB KAPLAN
DEAN—YESHIVA GEDOLA
RABBI TEITELBAUM FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE al
m»vm:\ﬁ!m —

JUNEAU, ALASKA: The Governor of Alaska, the Honorable
Bill Sheffield, proclaimed September 15th as "Rabbi Menachem M,
Schneerson Day' across the State of Alaska,

In an executive proclamation issued by the Governor, he states
that this honor is in tribute to Rabbi Schneerson "for his selfless

dedication to the service of world Jewry and humanity in general.”

by
Bill Sheffield, Gouvernor

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, has
reached the elqhty»;hird year of his life, and has dedicated
himself to the service of world Jewry and humanity in

general.

The Lubavitcher movement, through scores of educational

centers in this country and abroad, dedicates itself to
preserve, protect, and foster universal values that all free
men and women hold dear,

September 15, 1984, coincides with the 18th day of the Hebrew

month of Elul, the birthday of two great luminaries, Rabbi
In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's efforts to promote
education and to better mankind in general, municipalities,
state governments, both houses of the Congress, and the
President of the United States have proclaimed "Education
Day U.S.A." and "National Day of Reflection" on his
TSRS birthday.

Israel Baal ShemTov, the founder of the Chassidic movement, and

Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, the founder of the Chabad-Lubavitch

The present Chabad-Lubavitch leader, Rabbi Menachem M. NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bill Sheffield, Governor of the State of

Alaska, do hereby proclaim September 15, 1984

Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, who is being honored in Alaska = i st

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson Da

on September 15th, is the 7th leader in a dynamic lineage of world :
in A%askg and urge all residents to honor Rabbi Schneerson

Chabad-Lubavitch leaders. The Rebbe, through his educational on his eighty-third birthday for his lifelong dedication to

education and the humanities. iz

centers throughout the United States and dozens of other countries,
Dated: August 14, 1984

has reached and affected the lives of millions of Jews as well as
millions of others around the globe.

The Govermor said that "in recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's
efforts to promote education and to better mankind in general,

houses of the Comgress,

municinslitien, srtote g

and the President of the United States have proclaimed "Education

Day U.S.A." and "National Day of Reflection" on his birthday," and

urged all residents to honor tha Tihawitohar Bahha fasm ks n3ifs

V&Y U.3.a." and “Nationsl Day of Reflection" on his birthday,"

a
urged all residents to honor the Lubavitcher Rebbe for his "1ifelons

dedication to education and the humanities,"

A proper way to honor this day would be to reflect on
the fdeals propounded by the Rebbe to intemsify Torah study,
prayer and charity. Since this day oceurs on the Sabbath the
charity should be given on Friday before the Sabbath begins.

SEATTLE OFFICE 527-1411

b
Uentral Brganization for Jetish Fducation
Chabad-Lubavitch
Pacific Northiwest
BPANNIAG TATESOF WASHINGTON.GCCON IDAHO,MONTANA,ALASKA ANC PROVIGESOF B ANO ALDERTA CANKORS
‘CHABAD HOUSE/YESHIVA/YOUTH GROUPS/CHEDERICAMPS
4541 19TH AVENUE NE.
RABBI SHOLOM B. il
s mﬁv N SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98105
RABBI ABE KAVKA
AoumeruTon
RABBI YECHEZKEL KORNFELD
O HUBE M
RABBI LIEB KAPLAN
DR S GEOAA
RABBI TEI
| TETELBAU FOR_IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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That you should give to charity, for your success, in
helping your husband, and doing both together, for
spreading v”pw K especially in Alaska.

Thatis very far from here, and that has aname to be a cold,
a cold attention to all things around them.

Don't use coldness about v»pw>r around you.

And na77x, to have a special temperature, especially for
all the things of v»pw x in Alaska.
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person to be a serious scientist, he must be deeply religious. I would argue
that there must be a deep feeling of belief in the idea of revelation. As an
orthodox Jew, 1 certaihly find achieving a serious viewpoint about science is
very much simpler and easier than it was before I returned to religious

practice and studies.

Let me illustrate my point by some examples. For the last hundred
years or so, the existence of the electron, the lightest charged particle, has been
widely accepted and considered as a fact. No one has ever seen an electron,
however, and no one ever will. Its size, according to our understanding of
this object, is much smaller than the wavelength of visible light. All of our
perceptions of the existence of the electron are based on indire‘ct
measurement and the interpretation we place on the outcome of these
measurements. These interpretations are not based on facts which are
directly, visibly verifiable by common perception, but on theories of how to
simply and consistently account for the visibly verifiable facts, such as meter

readings or flashing lights, or computer printouts.

Millikan noticed that the electric field required to stop oil drops from
falling varies by discrete aﬁounts, and it's obviously very convenient to
suppose that there is an integer number of discrete, identical little charged
objects which cling to the droplets. Could there be some state of matter that is

modified more or less by the history of the oil drop and behaves in this way?

J.J. Thomson's experiment with a vacuum tube shows that a magnetic
field between the cathode and anode of the tube causes the movement of a

little spot on a phosphorescent material on the face of the tube. Calculation,

February 6, 1991

Science and Religion

About twelve years ago, in commemoration of the 25th year after
Einstein's death, there was a conference in Jerusalem on his work and the
philosophical ideas and historical events associated with him. Somebody at
Tel Aviv University was alert enough to notice that there were some very
nice displays, with photographs and short stories and quotations hanging on

the walls when the meeting was over; the hall in which T work was soon

o

adorned with these objects.

On one of these, it was recorded that Einstein was asked whether, as a
Jew, he is religious, and whether he believes in God. He answered that he
does not follow formal religious practice, but that he does believe in God in
the sense that God created the world as an ordered, working structure with
definite laws. It is our great challenge to find out what is that order and what

are its laws.

Although this was a very beautiful answer, and seems to give a deep
insight into how the scientist could think about religion and God, I would
like to explain here why I think that Einstein missed a very important point.
The point is that what we do know of the truth about the structure, order and

laws of our world is gained not only by our own efforts, but with the help of

God.

This sounds like a notion of revelation, and in fact, it is. Alvin

Radkowsky argued, in an article in B'Or Tora a couple of years ago, that fora’
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according to the widely accepted ideas of Maxwell and Lorenz, show that these
results are consistent with the idea derived from Millikan's experiment,
assigning a little mass to the object that carried the charge Millikan thought
he saw. Could there be some systematic effect on the state of matter that
produced the little spot on the surface of that tube which is not made by a
scaled down version of a billiard ball carrying change? The properties of
atoms, molecules, solids, hot gaseous plasma, and other forms of matter, are
consistent with the idea of the existence of an electron, but can we really
prove that there is no other way of accounting for the macroscopic world as

we see it?

I'have used the notion of electrons and magnetic fields to describe the
experiments made which search for the properties of electrons. There is
much made of the notion of fields these days, but do they really. exist?
Faraday saw experimentally that when a charged body moves, another o
moviné charged body experiences a force. It is very convenient
mathematically to represent the force on the second body as due to a field
created by the motion of the first. If there were no second body, would there
be a field? The answer seemed to come from Hertz's remarkable experiment.
Yes, there are not only fields, but waves, that can float around in space, be
emitted somewhere and detected very much later somewhere else. If there
were no charged particle somewhere else, later, would those waves be there?
Could there be an influence of one charged particle on another, at another
place and another time, no matter how far and later (or earlier?) without
anything really "going" between?

I have taken a somewhat extreme position in questioning these
concepts as established facts. There is a very consistent, workable structure of
ideas that follows from these concepts, in close agreement with the
macroscopic observations that we make of the consequences of our actions
with materials. One might argue that there must therefore be a lot of truth in
them. We don't really know, however that there is any. A very cynical

protagonist could argue that we really can't know anything. Then what sense

Is there to all this science and its beautiful methods? A way to get a salary,

keep busy and get some temporarily workable rules?

If a scientist wishes to achieve something real by his labors, to discover
the "truth” of the world order, he must deeply believe that perhaps not all ,
but something of what he has found, has been given to him as the truth.
This faith, that God reveals to man something of the truth of his world,

makes it possible for the seeker to take his search seriously.

Let me take another example. I have been working, for many years
now, on a subject which deals very much with the concept of time. Einstein's,
relativity teaches us that the arrangement we set up for a physical system at a
given time, technically cailed a "state" of the system, will appear as a
collection of events occurring at different times when viewed from a
laboratory in motion. The concept of a world at a given time seems to be
negated by the well-tested and very useful theory of relativity. It would
appear that the ideas of Galileo and Newton, of a world at a given time (once
accepted, by the way, as incontrovertible fact) are wrong. However, one

cannot build a consistent theory of mechanics or quantum mechanics, in a



m @\Q\

N"3ON 7 5 Wb oY

a third, more spiritual time, which I will not discuss here. The second

corresponds to the world time that we have postulated.

It would be presumptuous at this point to argue that this solution of
the difficult kinematic problem posed by relativity is the result of revelation,
or has some aspect of truth in it. We simply do not have the experience yet to
gain sufficient confidence. But that is our goal. We were open to the idea of
Stueckelberg and wished to explore its consequences to gain that experience.
We will never really "know." The fact that the Rebbe, searching for the
spiritual truths of the world, and coming from another and very exacting

discipline, reached a similar conclusion, I would say, is encouraging.

Finally, I would like to tell a little story. Ibrought to Rabbi Cahn, a
close associate of the Rebbe, some of these ideas, my eyes shining with the
pride of having the privilege of working in a discipline that can bear witness
to the glory of God's creation in the most striking way, that of Science, in
particular, Physics. He brought a simple question that helped to put things
into perspective. He asked me, compared to infinity, what is the number 1?
The number 22 They are all essentially zero, and equal! Compared to the
Infinity of God, every craftsman, the shoemaker, the mathematician, the
physicist, the home-maker, all stand equal, and have equal chance to find and
experience the glory of God's creation if they work honestly, with conviction
and faith that there is a truth that will be given to them if their work is to this

purpose.

”
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relativistic world, which we believe our world to be, in this situation. In 1941,
Stueckelberg suggested that there must be another kind of time, a scalar time,
according to which objects move in space and time. Piron and I postulated a
single world time for an arbitrary many body system. The mixing up of space
and time implied by relativity, due to the motion, does not affect this world
time. One can then describe a system by setting it up in space-time at some
initial value of the world time, and in any moving laboratory, this
distribution changes according to the laws of relativity, but always
corresponds to a set of conditions at the invariant value of the world time. It
is then a good way to describe a state, and it is indeed possible to build a
consistent classical and quantum mechanics. Newton, who was a deeply
religious man, said in his Principia, when he postulated the existence of time,
that such a thing must exist, that flows "equably," but "you may not see it"
very precisely. I don't claim that he foresaw the theory of relativity, but this
world time is apparently the time that Newton postulated. The time of
Einstein, which is sensitive to the state of motion of the observer, is a new

thing: it is the time detected by a receiving instrument, and is different from .

the time the signal is emitted according to the state of motion of the receiver.

Such a phenomenon could not have been detected in Galileo's world.

T 'was surprised, after all these years of laboring with these concepits, to
discover, with the help of my friend, Rabbi Yossi Greenberg, that Rabbi
Schneersohn, the Lubavitch "Rebbe," wrote about twenty years ago on the
existence of different kinds of time. One is a time that you measure on your

watch when you see something, another is an intrinsic time of the world, and
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