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The

newspaper clipping

reproduced here, which
appeared in an Agudath [srae|
newspaper, was discovered
among Rabbi Yaakov Moshe
Friedman’s papers. On the
margins of the article he
penned the following words:

This was written by Harry
Goodman, World Secretary

of

the political arm of the

Agudah. The newspaper is
published in Yerushalayim. It
also appears in English.

| never asked for this
[publicity] and continue to
refuse it in the future.

In Vienna, they spoke of him
with bated breath. He was at the
Agudas Israel offices somewhere
in central Europe, when the
political police searched the
premises.

The office had served for many
months as the central office for
Hatzala. Passports and visas
were “produced” for people that
arrived in town without them;
people, who because of their
nationality and religion must
cross the borders nameless
and stateless. Early on, the
government closed an eye to
these activities, as they did
not see any criminal intent

or danger—just Jews seeking
refuge,

YANKEL MOSHE

Yankel Moshe is 23-years old.
He's married and a father of three
children. He was acquainted with
various consuls and international
agencies. He was adept at
obtaining passports. He knew
how to steal across borders.

When the authorities searched
his office, they found passports
and documents. He was accused
of the crime of smuggling people
across the border to the capitalist
West to serve there as “enemies
of the state.” The political police
stubbornly tortured him. In the
end, after weeks of incarceration,
he revealed not a single name,
not a single address. He was
eventually freed, several days
before | arrived.

He was hesitant to meet me in
my hotel or in any other public
space. We met, according to
plan, while we were both looking
into a display window; we got
into a taxi and it was there that
he humbly and modestly told me
his story. We also spoke about
the Agudas Israel. “Tell me my
friend,” | said to him as | tried to
change the subject, “you are a
sympathizer of Pai or Pagi?" “| am
a simple Agudist,” he responded,

His real name is unimportant.
Mentioning his name may even
be dangerous.

Yankel Moshe is just ... a simple
Agudist.
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