
 



 

The Friediker Rebbe during his visit to Detroit 

Nissan 5690 



 

FOREWORD 

On Yud Beis Elul 5689, two years after escaping a death 

sentence imposed upon him by the Russian Communist 

regime and his subsequent departure from that country, the 

Friediker Rebbe arrived in New York for a ten-month tour 

of the United States. In the course of his stay the Rebbe 

visited the Jewish communities in New York, 

Philadelphia, Baltimore, Chicago, Detroit, Milwaukee, S. 

Louis, Boston and several other communities, and was 

received by President Hoover at the White House. The 

purpose of the Rebbe's visit was twofold:  

a) To bring the plight of Russian Jewry to the attention of 

the American Jewish community and raise funds for the 

Rebbe's efforts on its behalf;  

b) To improve the state of Yiddishkeit in America and 

strengthen the ties of the American Chabad community 

with the Rebbe. The Rebbe also wished to explore the 

possibility of settling in the U.S. and establishing the 

headquarters of Chabad there; though he did not decide to 

do so at that time, his 5689 visit laid the foundations for 

his move to New York in 5700 and the revolutionary 

changes he wrought in American Jewish life. 



 

* * * 

As stated above, one of the few places that the Friediker 

Rebbe visited in his 5689 trip to the U.S. was the city of 

Detroit. 

In honor of Yud Beis-Gimmel Tammuz (the birthday and 

Chag HaGeulah of the Friediker Rebbe), Rabbi Yisrael 

Pinson – Shliach to Downtown Detroit, gave Machane 

Gan Yisroel Detroit - Two weeks an exclusive tour of 

Downtown Detroit, seeing the original places and hearing 

the stories of this historic visit. 

* * * 

In this Kovetz, we bring diaries, newspaper articles, 

pictures, and Maamorim of this historic visit.



 

 

Summary of the Friediker Rebbe’s visit to Detroit 

From  הבריתתולדות חב"ד בארצות   



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

“The birth of Chabad-Lubavitch of Michigan” 

* 

A personal eye witness account of the visit to 

Detroit, Michigan, in 1930 of 

The previous Lubavitcer Rebbe 

Rabbi Yosef Yitschak Schneersohn of blessed memory. 

* 

Written by 

Mr. Issador Starr 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles And 

Newspaper clippings 

From the Friediker Rebbe’s 

Historic visit to Detroit – 1930 

* 

Including a Personal Letter from the Rebbe  

Describing his trip from Chicago to Detroit 



 

Morgen Journal - April 25 1930 

Detroit Jews were disappointed last Tuesday, 

because about 3000 Jews went to the Central 

Depot to welcome the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Yosef 

Yitzchak Schneerson shlit"a, as announced. 

Due to his weakness he didn't come, but he 

telegraphed, that Sunday, April 27, 4:15pm, he 

would definitely come. 

The committee ordered a police squad on 

horseback to keep the peace. The march will begin 

exactly at 2:30 from automobiles with welcome 

cords marching to the Central Michigan Depot, 

and from the Depot to Congregation Emanuel, on 

Taylor and Wilson. His residence will be at Mr. 

Altschuler's house, 2454 West Euclid. 

The committee consists of President Mr. Glust, 

Mr. Elk, and Altshuler as vice-chairs, Treasurer 

Mr. Baker, Secretary Moshe Shechter, Rabbi 

Eskin, Rabbi Garfinkel, Kaufman, Reznick, L. 

King, Rozenberg, Lifschitz, Kuper, Nowezki, 

Schwartz, Cohen, Salaman, Sol Zusman 

Goldstick, L. Levin, and Rabbi Shostok. 



 

 

Ad in the Morgen Journal 

April 25 1930 

Detroit, Michigan. Welcome! Welcome! 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe in Detroit. The Jews of 

Detroit have the honor that The Teacher, Tzadik, 

Gaon of Israel, and Kodesh Moer Hagolah R' 

Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn shlit"a the Admor 

of Lubavitch is coming Sunday April 27, 4:15pm 

to Michigan Central Station. 

Due to illness the Rebbe will arrive in Detroit next 

Sunday, and not last Tuesday as expected. 

All who wish to participate in the reception, 

should gather at Linwood and Davison Avenues 

and parade to the station. From the station the 

Rebbe and the committee will travel to the Shul, 

Taylor and Wilson St. The Rebbe's address in 

Detroit will be 2454 West Euclid St. 
 



 

Morgen Journal - May 2 1930 

Sunday April 27, 4:20pm, with a crowd of many 

thousands, with thousands of cars decorated with 

Jewish and American flags, the Jews of Detroit 

merited to meet and greet the great Tzadik 

Adonenu Morenu Horav HaTzadik Maran Yosef 

Yitzchak Schneerson, who arrived from Chicago 

escorted by his well-known son-in-law R. 

Shmaryah Gur-Aryeh, Rabbi Elkin from Chicago, 

and his private Secretary, Rabbi Havlin. A special 

committee of representatives from the Chicago 

Jewish community escorted the Rebbe to Detroit, 

e.g. Shlomele Palmer, Rabbi Feigen, Rabbi 

Avraham Raskin, and others. 

The Detroit committee with the president of the 

Delmar Street Shul Mr. Glist at the head, did their 

best to give an appropriate reception, and they 

accomplished it all with aplomb. From the station 

they traveled to the Emanuel Shul - Taylor Street 

- which was filled to the max, and a large police 

squad had to keep the peace. The atmosphere in 

Shul was "Kulo Kodesh". On the Bimah sat the 



 

Rebbe and on one side his son-in-law, Rabbi Gur-

Aryeh, and on the other side Rabbi Ashinski. Also 

sitting with them were the rabbis: Ashishkin, 

Fine, Horwitz, Stalman, Fischer, Shtraus, Elkin, 

Hevelin, Feigin, Chazan Zaludkowski, and a few 

other rabbis and distinguished lay leaders. 
 

 



 

Morgen Journal - May 5 1930 

Ignorance grows among American Jews, declares 

Lubavitcher Rebbe 

Detroit Michigan, Sunday (JTA) 

"Ignorance (Am-horatses) is spreading among 

American Jews. They are quite simply losing their 

Jewish knowledge" declared today the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, R' Yosef Yitzchak 

Schneerson, to the correspondent of the Jewish 

Telegraphic Agency, which met the Rebbe upon 

his arrival in Detroit. Thousands of Hasidim 

welcomed the Rebbe upon his arrival. 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, who has been in the 

country for several months, and has already 

visited a series of cities, where he has been 

received with enthusiasm by thousands of his 

Hassidim, expressed today for the first time his 

opinion regarding his impressions regarding 

American Jews. 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe explained, that it's hard 

for him, who is used to spending his time learning 



 

and writing, to accustom himself to the manner in 

which American Jews live and behave. 

 

Detroiter Yiddishe Shtimeh-May 2 1930 

Although there was little time to advertise it, and 

only two days to make arrangements, 

nevertheless, the mass gathering in Delmar Shul 

turned out to be a smashing success. 

This shows again how beloved and popular the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe is among the people. 

The Shul was packed, and everything was in 

order. When the appeal took place for the Rebbe's 

Torah institutions, the audience responded with 

incredible enthusiasm, so that in a short time over 

800 dollars was collected. 

In the role of Chairman was Mr. Glist, the untiring 

worker. In a short speech, he introduced Rabbi 

Elkin from Chicago. The distinguished Rabbi 

spoke very enthusiastically and made a deep 

impression. Then Rabbi Fischer spoke, the rabbi 

of the Hungarian community — his speech was 



 

outstanding in its tact and logic. All present 

listened with pleasure. 

Rabbi Stolman then rose to the platform, and with 

touching words described the situation of Torah 

learners in the "deep mire", and he appealed to the 

gathered to respond with donations. 

The distinguished Rabbi's words made the right 

sort of impression. Those gathered began to pour 

forth money, from all around outstretched hands 

waited for their donations to be taken. And in 

quite a short time, a sum of no less than 800 

dollars was collected. 

Rabbi Fein then took the stage, and in fitting 

words introduced the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Rabbi 

Fein knows the Rebbe back from Russia, and he 

had interesting things to say about the matter. 

When the figure of the Lubavitcher Rebbe 

appeared, it was as if the whole Shul was 

electrified, everyone rose from their seats as one. 

And when he began to speak, there reigned an 

absolute silence, so that one could hear a pin drop. 
 

 



 

Personal Letter from  

The Friediker Rebbe  

Describing his trip from Chicago to Detroit 

At 6:30 the Minyan started Davening, by 7:30 the 

Davening had finished and cars started to arrive 

with people saying their farewells. At 8:30 we 

started getting ready to make our way to the 

station. At 9 the train left, about 20 people rode 

along for the half hour, also representatives of the 

Jewish newspaper and several traveled to Detroit. 

At 4 o'clock arrived in Detroit, the same old story 

— photographs, then new members of the 

entourage want to be on one picture, they took 

four photos: 1) going down the stairs from the 

train car, 2) going down the stairs of the station, 

3) walking into the big station, there was a big 

crowd, they say thousands of people, 4) leaving 

the station. 

Went in an open car, the street was full, other cars 

were following, police were going on their 

motorcycles and stopped the trolleys, everything 

as it's usually done. And went straight to a big 

Shul, which has 1700 seats downstairs in the 



 

men's section, the gallery has 700 places, but they 

estimate there were over 3000 people. 

What was interesting was the scene around the 

Shul, the Shul is on a corner, and the way up has 

many stairs. When I went up and I saw, keyn-ayn-

hore, the crowd of thousands, I said to them 

"Aleychem Sholem", and there was a huge cry, 

"Sholem Aleichem!" After that we went into the 

Shul where there was a large audience, and 2 

rabbis spoke about who the L. R. (Lubavitcher 

Rebbe) is, what the family had accomplished. 

And the great respect from all circles of people. 

 

The original letter in Yiddish 



 

Detroit Evening Times - April 28 1930 



 

The Detroit Jewish Chronicle – April 25 1930



 

Summary of locations 

That the Friediker Rebbe visited 
 

Sunday April 27 

Parade TO Depot 

Start: Davison to Linwood 

to Helmurst to Dexter to 

Chicago to LaSalle to 

Grand Boulevard to Vernor 

Highway to Depot  

 

https://goo.gl/maps/ZttijFa

xx152  

 

Michigan Depot 2001 15th 

St, Detroit, MI 48216  

Parade FROM Depot  

Vernor to Wabash to Ferry 

Park to 12th (rosa Parks) to 

Taylor   

 

https://goo.gl/maps/mJsKihT

5FNH2  

  

Taylor St Shul (emanuel) 

1550 taylor  

2454 Euclid  

Monday  

 

Tuesday April 29  

Delmar Street Shul (ahavas 

achim) 9244 Delmar  

  

Wednesday April 30  

Nusach Hoari Shul  

8648 Linwood (at Blaine) - 

(bais Iyar - maamar Karov 

h’ lechol kor’av)  

  

Saturday May 3  

2454 Euclid  

Maamar Rebbi Omer  

  

Sunday May 4  

Pingree Shul (Beth 

Yehuda) 1600 pingree  

  

No Date 

Beth David (Bnai David) 

2201 Elmhurst at 14th

https://goo.gl/maps/ZttijFaxx152
https://goo.gl/maps/ZttijFaxx152
https://goo.gl/maps/ZttijFaxx152
https://goo.gl/maps/mJsKihT5FNH2
https://goo.gl/maps/mJsKihT5FNH2


 



 

One of the two 

Mamorim which the Friediker Rebbe 

Said over in Detroit 

* 

 מאמר ד"ה רבי אומר כו' 
 



 



 

 



 



 

Pictures of the 

Historic locations 

Where the Friediker Rebbe visited 

During the 1930 visit to Detroit 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The old Downtown Detroit train station 

Where the Friediker Rebbe was greeted by thousands 

The home where the Friediker Rebbe said the Mamer "רבי אומר" 

2454 Euclid 



 

 

Taylor St Shul (emanuel) 1550 taylor, 

Where the Friediker Rebbe addressed a crowd of thousands 

From the porch seen here 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Pictures from the inside of the Taylor St. shul 



 

The original Mishkan Israel Shul 

Were the Friediker Rebbe spoke  

The next location of the Nusach HoAri shul 

Before it joined “Mishkan Yisroel”  

The location of the original Nusach HoAri Shul as it looks today 

Where the Friediker rebbe said the Mamer “Karov H’ Lechol Kor’av” 

 



 The “Beth David” and “Delmar St.” Shuls

 

 The original Mishkan Israel Shul  



 



 



 

 


